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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 11

DISTRICT JUDGES AND DEPUTY DISTRICT JUDGES

County Courts Act 1984 (c. 28)
7 (1) Section 8 (deputy district judges) is amended as follows.

(2) For subsection (1) (appointment and powers of deputy district judges) substitute—

“(1) If it appears to the Lord Chancellor that it is expedient to do so in order
to facilitate the disposal of business in the county courts, he may appoint a
person to be a deputy district judge.

(1ZA) A person is qualified for appointment under subsection (1) only if the
person—

(a) is qualified for appointment as a district judge, or
(b) holds, or has held, the office of district judge.

(1ZB) The Lord Chancellor may not appoint a person under subsection (1) without
the concurrence of the Lord Chief Justice if the person—

(a) holds the office of district judge, or
(b) ceased to hold the office of district judge within two years ending

with the date when the appointment takes effect.

(1ZC) Section 85 of the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 4) (selection of certain
office holders) does not apply to an appointment to which subsection (1ZB)
applies.”

(3) In subsection (1A)(a) (duration of appointment as deputy district judge of person
who previously held office as district judge), for “if he has previously held office as
a district judge,” substitute “ if subsection (1ZB) applies to the appointment, ”.

(4) After subsection (1A) insert—

“(1B) The Lord Chief Justice, after consulting the Lord Chancellor—
(a) may assign a deputy district judge appointed under this section to

one or more districts;
(b) may change an assignment so as to assign the deputy district judge

to a different district or districts (or to no district).

(1C) A deputy district judge appointed under this section and assigned to a district
has, while acting under his assignment, the same powers as if he were a
district judge assigned to the district.

(1D) Every deputy district judge appointed under this section is, by virtue of
his office, capable of acting as a district judge in any district to which he
is not assigned, but may act in a district to which he is not assigned only
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in accordance with arrangements made by or on behalf of the Lord Chief
Justice.”

(5) After subsection (3) insert—

“(4) The Lord Chief Justice may nominate a judicial office holder (as defined
in section 109(4) of the Constitutional Reform Act 2005) to exercise his
functions under subsection (1ZB) or (1B).”
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– s. 16(3A)(3B) inserted by 2015 c. 2 s. 85(4)
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– s. 23(8) inserted by 2022 c. 35 Sch. 4 para. 4(3)
– s. 25A inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 80(1)
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– Sch. 5 para. 11A and cross-heading inserted by 2022 c. 36 s. 80(2)
– Sch. 7 para. 6(1)(e) words substituted by 2013 c. 22 Sch. 14 para. 13(2) (Sch. 7 was
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