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Armed Forces Act 2006
2006 CHAPTER 52

PART 2

JURISDICTION AND TIME LIMITS

CHAPTER 1

JURISDICTION

Court Martial

50 Jurisdiction of the Court Martial

(1) The Court Martial has jurisdiction to try any service offence.

(2) In this Act “service offence” means—
(a) any offence under Part 1;

[F1(aa) an offence under section 93A, 93E or 93G (testing for alcohol or drugs on
suspicion);]

(b) an offence under section 107 (breach of requirement imposed on release from
custody);

(c) an offence under section 229 (breach of service restraining order);
(d) an offence under section 266 (failure to comply with financial statement

order);
[F2(e) an offence under section 305 (random drug testing);]

(f) any offence under regulations under section 328 (false answer during
enlistment in a regular force) or section 343 (service inquiries) that the
regulations provide is a service offence;

[F3(fa) an offence under paragraph 2, 3 or 4 of Schedule 2A (offences committed by
a lay member of the Court Martial);



2 Armed Forces Act 2006 (c. 52)
Part 2 – Jurisdiction and Time Limits

Chapter 1 – Jurisdiction
Document Generated: 2024-05-29

Changes to legislation: Armed Forces Act 2006, Section 50 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 29 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made

appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(fb) an offence under paragraph 5 of that Schedule (disclosing information
about members' deliberations etc) committed by a person described in sub-
paragraph (2) of that paragraph;]

(g) an offence under section 18 or 20 of the Armed Forces Act 1991 (c. 62) (orders
for the protection of children);

(h) an offence under any of sections 95 to 97 of the Reserve Forces Act 1996
(c. 14) (reserve forces offences); or

(i) an offence under paragraph 5(1) of Schedule 1 to that Act (false answer during
enlistment in a reserve force) committed by a person within paragraph 5(3)
of that Schedule.
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– s. 304C(5A) words substituted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 24A(b) (as inserted) by
2021 c. 11 Sch. 13 para. 43(7)(i)

– s. 304F-304H inserted by 2016 c. 21 s. 12
– s. 377(8) inserted by 2020 c. 17, Sch. 26 para. 26 (as inserted) by S.I. 2020/1520 reg.

6(5)
– Sch. 7 para. 9(A1) inserted by 2020 c. 9 Sch. 2 para. 123(8)(a) (This pre-

consolidation amendment comes into force immediately before the consolidation
date on 1.12.2020 (see 2020 c. 9, ss. 3, 5(2)(3) and 2020 c. 17, ss. 2, 416) to facilitate
the sentencing consolidation and then is repealed immediately afterwards on
1.12.2020 by the Sentencing Act 2020 (c. 17), Sch. 28; S.I. 2020/1236, reg. 2)
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