
Changes to legislation: Local Government Act 1972, Section 15 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 19 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Local Government Act 1972
1972 CHAPTER 70

PART I

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREAS AND AUTHORITIES IN ENGLAND

Parishes

15 Chairman and vice-chairman of parish council or meeting.

(1) The chairman of a parish council shall be elected annually by the council from among
the [F1elected] councillors.

(2) The election of a chairman shall be the first business transacted at the annual meeting
of the parish council and if, apart from subsection (8) below, the person presiding at
the meeting would have ceased to be a member of the parish council, he shall not be
entitled to vote in the election except in accordance with subsection (3) below.

(3) In the case of an equality of votes in the election of a chairman the person presiding
at the meeting shall give a casting vote in addition to any other vote he may have.

(4) The chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes disqualified, continue in office until
his successor becomes entitled to act as chairman.

(5) A parish council may pay the chairman for the purpose of enabling him to meet the
expenses of his office such allowance as the council think reasonable.

(6) The parish council may appoint [F2a member][F2one of the elected members] of the
council to be vice-chairman of the council.

(7) The vice-chairman shall, unless he resigns or becomes disqualified, hold office until
immediately after the election of a chairman at the next annual meeting of the council.

(8) During their term of office the chairman and vice-chairman shall continue to be
members of the council notwithstanding the provisions of this Act relating to the
retirement of parish councillors.
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(9) Subject to any standing orders made by the parish council, anything authorised or
required to be done by, to or before the chairman may be done by, to or before the
vice-chairman.

(10) In a parish not having a separate parish council, the parish meeting shall, subject to
any provisions of a grouping order, at their annual assembly elect a chairman for the
year who shall continue in office until his successor is elected.

[F3(11) If the parish has the style of community, the chairman and vice-chairman shall
(respectively) have the style—

(a) “chairman of the community council”;
(b) “vice-chairman of the community council”.

(12) If the parish has the style of neighbourhood, the chairman and vice-chairman shall
(respectively) have the style—

(a) “chairman of the neighbourhood council”;
(b) “vice-chairman of the neighbourhood council”.

(13) If the parish has the style of village, the chairman and vice-chairman shall
(respectively) have the style—

(a) “chairman of the village council”;
(b) “vice-chairman of the village council”.

(14) If parishes which have an alternative style are grouped under a common parish
council, subsection (11), (12) or (13) (as appropriate) applies to the chairman and vice-
chairman of that council as the subsection would apply in the case of the council of
an individual parish.]
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