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QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 3: Recognition of Awarding Bodies

Section 4: Recognition of awarding bodies

19. This section gives Qualifications Wales the power to recognise awarding bodies.
Section 57 defines what is meant by an “awarding body”. Only awarding bodies that
have been recognised by Qualifications Wales may apply to have their qualifications
approved or designated by Qualifications Wales (and so eligible for use on certain
publicly funded courses). Awarding bodies typically develop qualifications and deliver
them through learning providers, such as schools, colleges and work-based learning
providers. Awarding bodies specify and administer assessment arrangements and are
accountable for determining whether or not to award a qualification to a learner (and,
if appropriate, what grade should be issued).
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