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S C H E D U L E S

SCHEDULE 3

APPOINTMENT ETC OF SENIOR CORONERS, AREA CORONERS AND ASSISTANT CORONERS

PART 3

VACANCIES; FUNCTIONS OF AREA AND ASSISTANT CORONERS

Filling of vacancies
5 (1) This paragraph applies where a vacancy occurs—

(a) in the office of senior coroner for an area, or
(b) in an office of area coroner for an area.

(2) The relevant authority for the area must—
(a) give notice in writing of the vacancy to the Lord Chancellor and the Chief

Coroner as soon as practicable after the vacancy occurs;
(b) appoint a person to fill the vacancy under paragraph 1 or 2 (as the case may

be) within 3 months of the vacancy occurring, or within whatever further
period the Lord Chancellor allows;

(c) give notice in writing of the appointment of a person to fill the vacancy to the
Lord Chancellor and the Chief Coroner as soon as practicable after it is filled.

Commencement Information
I1 Sch. 3 para. 5 in force at 25.7.2013 by S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(j)

6 (1) This paragraph applies where—
(a) a vacancy occurs in an office of assistant coroner for an area, and
(b) the vacancy causes the number of assistant coroners for the area to fall below

(or further below) the minimum number specified under paragraph 2(1)(b).

(2) Within 3 months of the vacancy occurring, or within whatever further period the
Lord Chancellor allows, the relevant authority for the area must appoint a person to
fill the vacancy.

Commencement Information
I2 Sch. 3 para. 6 in force at 25.7.2013 by S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(j)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/3/paragraph/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1869
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1869/article/2/j
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/3/paragraph/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1869
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1869/article/2/j
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Person to act as senior coroner in case of vacancy
7 (1) This paragraph applies where a vacancy occurs in the office of senior coroner for

an area.

(2) Subject to sub-paragraph (3), the area coroner for the area (or, if there is more than
one such area coroner, whichever of them is nominated by the relevant authority for
the area) is to act as senior coroner for the area while the office remains vacant.

(3) Where there is no area coroner for the area, whichever assistant coroner for the area
is nominated by the relevant authority for the area is to act as senior coroner for the
area while the office remains vacant.

(4) In the case of a coroner area that consists of the area of two or more local authorities,
the relevant authority for the area must consult the other authority or authorities
before making a nomination under this paragraph.

(5) A person who acts as senior coroner for an area by virtue of this paragraph is to be
treated for all purposes of this Part of this Act (except those of this paragraph and
paragraphs 1 to 5 and 9 to 19 of this Schedule) as being the senior coroner for the area.

Commencement Information
I3 Sch. 3 para. 7 in force at 25.7.2013 by S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(j)

Functions of area and assistant coroners
8 (1) An area coroner or assistant coroner for an area may perform any functions of the

senior coroner for the area (including functions which that senior coroner has by
virtue of section 2 or 3)—

(a) during a period when that senior coroner is absent or unavailable;
(b) at any other time, with the consent of that senior coroner.

(2) Accordingly a reference in a statutory provision (whenever made) to a senior coroner
is to be read, where appropriate, as including an area coroner or assistant coroner.

Commencement Information
I4 Sch. 3 para. 8 in force at 25.7.2013 by S.I. 2013/1869, art. 2(j)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2009/25/schedule/3/paragraph/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1869
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