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APPRENTICESHIPS, SKILLS,

CHILDREN AND LEARNING ACT 2009

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 4: the Chief Executive of Skills Funding

Chapter 1: Establishment and main duties

Apprenticeship Functions

Section 82: Apprenticeship functions

242. The Secretary of State may direct the Chief Executive of Skills Funding to designate
a person to carry out apprenticeship functions on behalf of the Chief Executive. The
Government expects that the person designated will be the Chief Executive of the
National Apprenticeship Service (NAS). The NAS will be a discrete service within the
Skills Funding Agency, and the Chief Executive of the NAS and his staff will undertake
the apprenticeship functions, including the duty to secure places for young people under
the apprenticeship scheme (section 91). Subsection (5) sets out the “apprenticeship
functions” that may be carried out under this section.

243. This section, together with the administrative arrangements in place, allows the
Secretary of State to define and regulate the relationship between the Chief Executive of
Skills Funding and the person designated to carry out the apprenticeship functions, and
contains a power for the Secretary of State to make directions to the Chief Executive
of Skills Funding requiring him to ensure that the designated person reports to the
Secretary of State on the performance of the apprenticeship functions. The “Secretary
of State” in this instance should be taken as meaning both the Secretary of State for
Business, Innovation, and Skills and the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and
Families.

244. All apprenticeship functions will be conferred by the Act on the Chief Executive of
Skills Funding. Where those functions are delegated to the Chief Executive of the NAS
or another designated person, regulations under subsection (7) may make clear which
statutory references should operate as references to the designated person, and may
modify other statutory provisions.
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