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Data Protection Act 1998

1998 CHAPTER 29

PART II
RIGHTS OF DATA SUBJECTS AND OTHERS
[('12A  Rights of data subjects in relation to exempt manual data.

(1) A data subject is entitled at any time by notice in writing—

(a) torequire the data controller to rectify, block, erase or destroy exempt manual

data which are inaccurate or incomplete, or

(b) to require the data controller to cease holding exempt manual data in a way

incompatible with the legitimate purposes pursued by the data controller.

(2) A notice under subsection (1)(a) or (b) must state the data subject’s reasons for
believing that the data are inaccurate or incomplete or, as the case may be, his reasons
for believing that they are held in a way incompatible with the legitimate purposes

pursued by the data controller.

(3) If the court is satisfied, on the application of any person who has given a notice under
subsection (1) which appears to the court to be justified (or to be justified to any extent)
that the data controller in question has failed to comply with the notice, the court may
order him to take such steps for complying with the notice (or for complying with it

to that extent) as the court thinks fit.

(4) In this section “exempt manual data” means—

(a) in relation to the first transitional period, as defined by paragraph 1(2) of

Schedule 8, data to which paragraph 3 or 4 of that Schedule applies, and

(b) in relation to the second transitional period, as so defined, data to which

paragraph 14 of that Schedule applies.

(5) For the purposes of this section personal data are incomplete if, and only if, the
data, although not inaccurate, are such that their incompleteness would constitute
a contravention of the third or fourth data protection principles, if those principles

applied to the data.]
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