
Changes to legislation: Prisoners and Criminal Proceedings (Scotland) Act 1993, Section 3 is up
to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 09 December 2023. There are changes

that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content
and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Prisoners and Criminal
Proceedings (Scotland) Act 1993

1993 CHAPTER 9

PART I

DETENTION, TRANSFER AND RELEASE OF OFFENDERS

Early release

3 Power to release prisoners on compassionate grounds.

(1) The Secretary of State may at any time, if satisfied that there are compassionate
grounds justifying the release of a person serving a sentence of imprisonment, release
him on licence.

(2) Before so releasing any long-term prisoner or any life prisoner, the Secretary of
State shall consult the Parole Board unless the circumstances are such as to render
consultation impracticable.

(3) The release of a person under subsection (1) above shall not constitute release for the
purpose of a supervised release order.
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