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Investigatory Powers Act 2016
2016 CHAPTER 25

PART 2

LAWFUL INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS

CHAPTER 2

OTHER FORMS OF LAWFUL INTERCEPTION

Interception taking place in certain institutions

50 Interception in psychiatric hospitals etc.

(1) Conduct is authorised by this section if—
(a) it takes place in any hospital premises where high security psychiatric services

are provided, and
(b) it is conduct in pursuance of, and in accordance with, any relevant direction

given to the body providing those services at those premises.

(2) “Relevant direction” means—
(a) a direction under section 4(3A)(a) of the National Health Service Act 2006, or
(b) a direction under section 19 or 23 of the National Health Service (Wales) Act

2006.

(3) Conduct is authorised by this section if—
(a) it takes place in a state hospital, and
(b) it is conduct in pursuance of, and in accordance with, any direction given to the

State Hospitals Board for Scotland under section 2(5) of the National Health
Service (Scotland) Act 1978 (regulations and directions as to the exercise of
their functions by health boards).
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The reference to section 2(5) of that Act is to that provision as applied by Article 5(1)
of, and the Schedule to, the State Hospitals Board for Scotland Order 1995 (which
applies certain provisions of that Act to the State Hospitals Board).

(4) Conduct is authorised by this section if it is conduct in exercise of any power conferred
by or under—

(a) section 281 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003
(2003 asp 13) (power to withhold correspondence of certain persons detained
in hospital), or

(b) section 284 of that Act (powers relating to the use of telephones by certain
persons detained in hospital).

(5) In this section—
“high security psychiatric services” has the same meaning as in section 4

of the National Health Service Act 2006;
“hospital premises” has the same meaning as in section 4(3) of that Act;
“state hospital” has the same meaning as in the National Health Service

(Scotland) Act 1978.
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