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Representation of the People Act 1983
1983 CHAPTER 2

PART III

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

Questioning of a local election

134 Election court for local election in Scotland, and place of trial.

(1) An election petition questioning an election of councillors in Scotland, and all
proceedings incidental to and consequent on it, except as otherwise provided, shall
be tried—

(a) by the sheriff principal of the sheriffdom within which the challenged election
took place; or

(b) where the election was in respect of a local authority whose area is situated
within more than one sheriffdom, by the sheriffs principal of the sheriffdoms
in which the area of the authority is situated; and where in such a case the
sheriffs principal are unable to reach a unanimous decision, they shall state a
case for the Court of Session and the Court may pronounce any deliverance
which it would have been competent for the sheriffs principal to make.

(2) The election court has for the purposes of the trial the same powers and privileges as
a judge on the trial of a parliamentary election petition, except that any fine or order
of committal unless imposed or made by the Court of Session in consequence of a
case stated under subsection (1) above may, on summary application by the person
aggrieved, be discharged or varied by the Court of Session, or in vacation by the judge
acting as vacation judge on such terms, if any, as the Court of Session or judge may
think fit.

(3) The place of trial shall be such place within the sheriffdom or sheriffdoms in which
the area of the local authority is situated as the election court may determine.

(4) The election court may in its discretion adjourn the trial from one place to another
within that sheriffdom or those sheriffdoms.



2 Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2)
Part III – Legal Proceedings

Document Generated: 2024-05-18
Changes to legislation: There are outstanding changes not yet made by the legislation.gov.uk editorial team
to Representation of the People Act 1983. Any changes that have already been made by the team appear in

the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(5) The travelling and other expenses of the sheriff principal incurred by him in the
execution of his duties under this Part of this Act shall be paid by the authority for
which the election was held, but the election court may order repayment of those
expenses to that authority by the parties to the petition or any of them, in such
proportion as shall to the court seem proper.

(6) A shorthand writer shall attend at the trial of the petition, and shall be sworn by the
election court faithfully and truly to take down the evidence given at the trial, and he
shall take down the evidence at length.
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