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Social Services and Well-
being (Wales) Act 2014

2014 anaw 4

PART 8

SOCIAL SERVICES FUNCTIONS

[F1Enforcement

[F1161 Powers of entry and inspection

(1) A person falling within subsection (2) may authorise an inspector to enter and inspect
premises falling within subsection (3).

(2) The following persons fall within this subsection—
(a) the Welsh Ministers—

(i) where they consider it necessary or expedient for the purposes of a
review conducted under section 149B(1), or

(ii) in pursuance of a direction under section 155;
(b) a person specified in a direction under section 153 or, where the direction

specifies a class of persons, the person with whom the local authority enters
into the contract or other arrangement required by the direction;

(c) a person specified in a direction under section 154;
(d) a person nominated in a direction under section 155.

(3) The following premises fall within this subsection—
(a) premises owned or controlled by a local authority;
(b) premises—

(i) which are used, or proposed to be used, by any person in connection
with the exercise of a local authority social services function, or

(ii) which the Welsh Ministers reasonably believe is being used, or may
be used, for that purpose,
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but premises used wholly or mainly as a private dwelling do not fall within this
subsection unless the occupier of the premises consents to the inspector entering and
inspecting them.

(4) “Premises” includes a vehicle.

(5) The Welsh Ministers may by regulations make provision about the qualifications and
other conditions to be met by an individual who may be an inspector.

(6) When entering premises, an inspector must, if requested to do so by any person at
the premises, produce a document showing the inspector's authorisation given under
subsection (1).

(7) The inspector may—
(a) examine the state and management of the premises and, if any persons are

accommodated or receive care and support at the premises, examine the
treatment of those persons;

(b) require the manager of the premises or any other person who appears to the
inspector to hold or be accountable for documents or records kept at the
premises to produce any documents or records (including medical and other
personal records) that the inspector considers may be relevant to the exercise
of functions under this Part by the person who authorised the inspector;

(c) inspect and take copies of any documents or records (including medical
and other personal records) that the inspector considers may be relevant to
the exercise of functions under this Part by the person who authorised the
inspector;

(d) require any person to afford the inspector such facilities and assistance with
respect to matters within the person's control as are necessary to enable the
inspector to carry out the inspection;

(e) take such measurements and photographs and make such recordings as the
inspector considers necessary for the purpose of carrying out the inspection;

(f) interview in private—
(i) the manager of the premises or any other person who appears to the

inspector to be responsible for the premises;
(ii) any person working there;

(iii) any person accommodated or receiving care and support there who
consents to be interviewed.

(8) The powers in subsection (7)(b) to (d) include the power to—
(a) gain access to and check the operation of any computer and associated

apparatus which the inspector has reasonable grounds to believe is (or has
been) used in connection with the documents or records, and

(b) require documents or records to be produced in a form which is legible and
portable.

(9) Subsection (10) applies where—
(a) persons are accommodated or receiving care and support at the inspected

premises,
(b) the inspector is a registered medical practitioner or registered nurse, and
(c) the inspector has reasonable grounds to believe that a person accommodated

or receiving care and support at the premises is not receiving (or has not
received) proper care and support.
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(10) Where this subsection applies, the inspector may examine the person in private but
only if the person gives consent to the examination.

(11) For the purposes of subsections (7)(f) and (10), an interview or examination is to be
treated as conducted in private despite the presence of a third party if—

(a) the person being interviewed or examined wants the third party to be present
and the inspector does not object, or

(b) the inspector wants the third party to be present and the person being
interviewed or examined consents.

(12) Where an inspector conducts an interview or examination under this section, the
inspector must, if requested to do so by—

(a) the person being interviewed or examined, or
(b) an individual accompanying that person,

produce a document showing the inspector's authorisation given under subsection (1)
and, in the case of an examination, a document showing that the inspector is a
registered medical practitioner or registered nurse.

(13) As soon as is reasonably practicable after an inspector has concluded an inspection
under this section, the inspector must send a report of the inspection to the person who
gave the authorisation under subsection (1).

(14) That person must send a copy of the inspector's report—
(a) to the local authority being reviewed or subject to the direction, and
(b) if the person is not the Welsh Ministers, to the Welsh Ministers.

(15) In this section and sections 161A, 161B and 161C, “inspector” means an individual
authorised under subsection (1).]
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