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WELSH STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2017 No. 567

The Town and Country Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017

PART 8
Applications for planning permission made to the Welsh Ministers

Requests for screening directions of the Welsh Ministers

31.—(1)  A person who is minded to make an application may request the Welsh Ministers to
adopt a screening direction.

(2)  A request for a screening direction in relation to an application must be accompanied by—
(a) a plan sufficient to identify the land;
(b) a description of the development, including in particular—

(i) a description of the physical characteristics of the whole development and, where
relevant, of demolition works;

(ii) a description of the location of the development, with particular regard to the
environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected;

(c) a description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the
development;

(d) a description of any likely significant effects, to the extent of the information available on
those effects, of the proposed development on the environment resulting from—

(i) the expected residues and emissions and the production of waste, where relevant; and
(ii) the use of natural resources, in particular soil, land, water and biodiversity;

(e) a statement that the request is made in relation to a development of national significance
for the purposes of section 62D of the 1990 Act; and

(f) such other information or representations as the person making the request may wish to
provide or make including any features of the proposed development or any measures
envisaged to avoid or prevent what might otherwise have been significant adverse effects
on the environment.

(3)  The person making the request for the screening opinion must take into account the criteria
in Schedule 3 and the available results of other environmental assessments carried out pursuant to
[F1[F2assimilated] law (other than an enactment which implemented the Directive)] when that person
provides the information required by paragraph (2).

(4)  A person making a request pursuant to paragraph (1) must send to the relevant planning
authority a copy of that request and the documents which accompany that request.

(5)  Paragraphs (3) to (9) of regulation 7 apply as if the references to making a request under
regulation 6(8) were references to making a request under regulation 31(1).
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in reg. 31(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Environmental Assessment of Plans and

Programmes and the Environmental Impact Assessment (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Wales) (EU
Exit) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/245), regs. 1(2)(3), 6(8); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F2 Word in reg. 31(3) substituted (1.1.2024) by The Retained EU Law (Revocation and Reform) Act 2023
(Consequential Amendments) (Wales) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/1332), regs. 1(2), 19(6)
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