STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2025 No. 50

COMPANIES

The Registrar (Identity Verification and Authorised Corporate
Service Providers) Regulations 2025

Made - - - - 20th January 2025

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 2

The Secretary of State makes these Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by sections
1082, 1098F(2) to (4), 1098G, 1110A(4), (6) and (7), 1110B and 1292(1)(b) of the Companies
Act 2006(a).

In accordance with sections 1082(5), 1098F(5), 1098G(7), 1110A(8), 1110B(6) and 1290 of the
Companies Act 2006, a draft of these Regulations has been laid before Parliament and approved
by resolution of each House of Parliament.

PART 1
Introductory

Citation and extent

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Registrar (Identity Verification and Authorised
Corporate Service Providers) Regulations 2025.

(2) These Regulations extend to England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

Commencement
2.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), these Regulations come into force when section 65
(procedure etc for verifying identity) of the 2023 Act comes fully into force.

(2) Part 3 comes into force when section 66 (authorisation of corporate service providers) of
the 2023 Act comes fully into force.

(3) Part 4 comes into force when section 68 (allocation of unique identifiers) of the 2023 Act
comes fully into force.

(a) 2006 c. 46. Section 1082 was amended by section 68 of the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Act 2023 (c.
56) (the “2023 Act”), sections 1098F and 1098G were inserted by section 66 of the 2023 Act, and sections 1110A and
1110B were inserted by section 65 of the 2023 Act.



Interpretation

3. In these Regulations—
“ACSP” means an authorised corporate service provider(a);
“name” means (unless stated otherwise) forename and surname;

“required contact information” means contact information of a type specified in registrar’s
rules under regulation 5(1);

“supervisory authority” means an authority that is a supervisory authority under the Money
Laundering Regulations (see regulation 7 of those Regulations);

“the 2006 Act” means the Companies Act 2006;
“the 2023 Act” means the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Act 2023;

“the Money Laundering Regulations” means the Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing
and Transfer of Funds (Information on the Payer) Regulations 2017(b).

PART 2

Identity verification
Chapter 1

Introduction

Interpretation of Part 2

4. In this Part—

“former name” means a name by which the individual was formerly known for business
purposes;

“required evidence” means evidence of a type specified in registrar’s rules under regulation
5(2)(b);
“required personal information” means, in respect of an individual—

(a) the individual’s name;

(b) any former names of the individual;

(¢) the individual’s date of birth, and

(d) any other types of personal information required in registrar’s rules under

regulation 5(2)(a) about the individual;

“reverification notice” means a notice that the registrar may give to an individual under
regulation 13(1) which states—

(a) the individual’s name;

(b) that the individual will cease to be an individual whose identity is verified(c)
unless within the period of 42 days beginning with the date on which the notice
is given—

(i) the individual is given a notice under regulation 8(1), or

(a) See section 1098A of the Companies Act 2006 for the definition of “authorised corporate service provider”.
(b) S.I. 2017/692.
(¢) See section 1110A(1) of the Companies Act 2006 for the meaning of “identity is verified”.



(i1) a reverification statement is delivered to the registrar in respect of the
individual;
(c) the maximum period within which the individual must deliver an application
under regulation 6(2), if the individual wishes to have their identity verified by
the registrar;

(d) the date of the notice;

“reverification statement” means a statement by an ACSP which—
(a) states the name of the individual to which it relates;
(b) states the individual’s unique identifier(a);

(c) confirms that the ACSP has reverified the individual’s identity in accordance with
these Regulations;

(d) specifies the ACSP’s supervisory authority or authorities;

(e) states the date on which the ACSP became satisfied that the individual’s required
personal information is true, and

(f) includes a statement confirming that the ACSP has delivered, or is delivering at
the same time as the statement, the information referred to in regulation 11.

Chapter 2

Registrar’s rules

Requirements in registrar’s rules

5.—(1) The registrar must specify in rules the types of contact information to be provided by
an individual who makes an application under regulation 6 or a request mentioned in regulation
9.

(2) The registrar may specify in rules—

(a) any types of personal information about an individual not mentioned in paragraphs (a)
to (c) of the definition of “required personal information” (see regulation 4), and

(b) any types of evidence,

which must be delivered to the registrar in an application under regulation 6 or to an ACSP in
connection with a request mentioned in regulation 9.

(3) The registrar may specify in rules any additional types of steps an individual may be required
by the registrar to take in order for their application under regulation 6 or request mentioned in
regulation 9 to be determined.

(4) The registrar and an ACSP may treat types of evidence specified in rules under paragraph
(2)(b) as sufficient proof that an individual’s required personal information is true.

(5) Rules under paragraph (3) may, in particular, specify that an individual may be required
to—

(a) attend a meeting with the registrar or an ACSP, in person or otherwise;

(b) obtain from a third party meeting a description set out in the rules confirmation that the
individual’s required personal information is true.

(a) See section 1082(1) of the Companies Act 2006 for the meaning of “unique identifier”.



Chapter 3

Procedure for identity verification or reverification by the registrar

Application for verification and reverification
6.—(1) An individual may apply to the registrar for verification of their identity if the individual
is not an individual whose identity is verified.

(2) An individual may apply to the registrar for reverification of their identity if they have been
given a reverification notice.

(3) An application under paragraph (1) or (2) must—
(a) be in writing;
(b) state the required personal information about the individual;
(c) include any required evidence;
(d) state the required contact information;

(e) in the case of an application under paragraph (1), state, if known, any unique identifier
that the applicant previously had allocated to them which has been discontinued, and

(f) in the case of an application under paragraph (2), state the applicant’s unique identifier.

(4) An individual who makes an application under paragraph (2) must comply before or on its
delivery with any requirements included in the reverification notice under regulation 13(3)(a)(i)

or (b)(D).

Determination of application

7.—(1) On delivery of an application under regulation 6, the registrar must as soon as reasonably
practicable determine the application.

(2) The applicant’s identity is verified if the registrar is satisfied that the required personal
information in the application under regulation 6 is true.

(3) If the registrar considers it necessary for the applicant to take additional steps mentioned
in rules made under regulation 5(3) for their application to be determined, the registrar must give
a notice to the applicant specifying those required additional steps.

(4) The registrar is under no duty under paragraph (1) to make a determination unless any
additional steps notified under paragraph (3), or included in a reverification statement in accordance
with regulation 13(3)(b)(i), have been taken by the applicant.

(5) The registrar may consider other information and evidence in addition to that contained in
the application when determining it.

Notice of outcome of application

8.—(1) If the registrar determines an application made under regulation 6 in the applicant’s
favour the registrar must give the applicant a notice stating that they are an individual whose
identity is verified.

(2) The notice must state—
(a) the name of the applicant;
(b) the date of the notice, and
(c) the unique identifier allocated to the applicant.

(3) If an applicant applied to the registrar for verification under regulation 6(1), the applicant
becomes an individual whose identity is verified on the date of the notice.
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(4) If the registrar refuses an application made under regulation 6, the registrar must give the
applicant a notice that their application has been unsuccessful.

Chapter 4

Verification and reverification statements by an ACSP

Verification or reverification by an ACSP

9.—(1) Paragraph (2) applies to an individual whose identity is not verified.
(2) An ACSP verifies the individual’s identity in accordance with these Regulations if—
(a) the individual requests that the ACSP verifies their identity;

(b) the individual provides the ACSP with the information and evidence referred to in
regulation 6(3)(b) to (e), and

(c) the ACSP becomes satisfied that the required personal information is true.

(3) Paragraph (4) applies to an individual whose identity is verified.

(4) An ACSP reverifies the individual’s identity in accordance with these Regulations if—
(a) the individual is given a reverification notice;
(b) the individual requests that the ACSP reverifies their identity;

(c) the individual provides the ACSP with the information and evidence referred to in
regulation 6(3)(b) to (d) and (f);

(d) the individual complies with any requirements included in the reverification notice under
regulation 13(3)(a)(ii) and (b)(ii), and

(e) the ACSP becomes satisfied that the required personal information is true.

(5) For the purpose verifying or reverifying an individual’s identity under this regulation, the
ACSP may consider other information and evidence in addition to that provided by the individual
under paragraphs (2)(b) or (4)(c) and (d) (as applicable).

Verification statement and reverification statement

10.—(1) If an ACSP verifies or reverifies an individual’s identity in accordance with regulation
9, the ACSP may deliver to the registrar a verification statement(a) or a reverification statement
(as applicable).

(2) A verification statement must—
(a) state the name of the individual to which it relates;

(b) state the date on which the ACSP became satisfied that the required personal information
is true, and

(c) include a statement confirming that the ACSP has delivered, or is delivering at the same
time as the statement, the information referred to in regulation 11.

Provision of information upon delivery of verification statement and reverification statement

11. The information referred to in regulation 10(2)(c) and paragraph (f) of the definition of
“reverification statement” (see regulation 4) is—

(a) the individual’s date of birth;

(b) the required contact information;

(a) See section 1110A(2) of the Companies Act 2006 for the definition of “verification statement”.



(c) a description of the information and evidence which formed the basis on which the
ACSP became satisfied that the required personal information is true, and

(d) the ACSP’s unique identifier.

Notice of delivery of a verification statement or reverification statement

12.—(1) Where a verification statement has been delivered in accordance with regulation 10,
the registrar must give a notice to the individual in respect of whom the verification statement
was delivered, which must state—

(a) the individual’s name;
(b) the date of the delivery of the verification statement, and
(c) the unique identifier allocated to the individual.

(2) Where a reverification statement has been delivered in accordance with regulation 10, the
registrar must give a notice to the individual in respect of whom the reverification statement was
delivered confirming the date of its delivery to the registrar.

Chapter 5

Ceasing to be an individual whose identity is verified

Reverification notice

13.—(1) The registrar may give an individual whose identity is verified a reverification notice
if the registrar has reasonable cause to believe that information or evidence falling in paragraph
(2) is misleading, false or deceptive in a material particular.

(2) Information or evidence falling in this paragraph is information or evidence—

(a) which was delivered to the registrar by or on behalf of the individual in an application
under regulation 6;

(b) other than that referred to in sub-paragraph (a) which was relied upon by the registrar
when making a determination of the application under regulation 7;

(c) which was delivered to an ACSP by or on behalf of the individual in connection with
a request referred to in regulation 9;

(d) other than that referred to in sub-paragraph (c) which was relied upon by an ACSP
when determining the request.

(3) The reverification notice may include requirements on the individual—

(a) to deliver, or cause to be delivered, information and evidence of a type mentioned in
rules made under regulation 5(1) and (2) as is specified by the registrar in the notice,
to—

(1) the registrar, if the individual wishes to make an application under regulation 6(2);
(i) any ACSP that is requested by the individual to reverify their identity (see regulation
9(4));

(b) to take such additional steps of a type mentioned in rules made under regulation 5(3)

as specified by the registrar in the notice, for the purpose of—

(1) a determination being made by the registrar under regulation 7(1);

(i1) a determination being made by an ACSP of a request by the individual to reverify
their identity.

(4) The registrar may by notice in writing extend the periods mentioned in paragraphs (b) and
(c) of the definition of “reverification notice” (see regulation 4).



Ceasing to be verified

14.—(1) An individual to whom a reverification notice is given under regulation 13 ceases to
be an individual whose identity is verified at the end of the specified period, unless—
(a) the individual is given a notice under regulation 8(1) within that period, or

(b) a reverification statement is delivered to the registrar in respect of the individual within
that period.

(2) In paragraph (1) “the specified period” means the period specified in the reverification
notice or that period as extended by notice under regulation 13(4).

(3) Where someone ceases to be an individual whose identity is verified as a result of paragraph
(1), the registrar must give the individual a notice.

(4) The notice must state—
(a) the individual’s name;

(b) the date on which the individual ceased to be an individual whose identity is verified,
and

(c) that the unique identifier allocated to the individual is discontinued as of that date.

Chapter 6
Records kept by an ACSP

Records kept by an ACSP

15.—(1) This regulation applies to a person who is or has been an ACSP (“a relevant person”).

(2) A relevant person must keep records in connection with the verification and reverification
of an individual’s identity under these Regulations in accordance with this regulation.

(3) The records must be kept in respect of every individual—

(a) on behalf of whom a relevant person has delivered a verification statement or a
reverification statement, and

(b) in respect of whom the relevant person did not become satisfied as mentioned in
regulation 9(2)(c) or (4)(e), as applicable.

(4) The records must be kept for the period of 7 years from—

(a) in the case of an individual to which paragraph (3)(a) applies, the date stated in
accordance with regulation 10(2)(b) or paragraph (e) of the definition of “reverification
statement” (see regulation 4), as applicable,

(b) in the case of an individual to which paragraph (3)(b) applies, the date on which the
relevant person decided not to deliver a verification statement or a reverification
statement, as applicable, in relation to the individual.

(5) In respect of every individual mentioned in paragraph (3) the records must include—
(a) any records of requests referred to in regulation 9;

(b) all information and evidence the relevant person considered when determining such
requests.
Offences in relation to record keeping

16.—(1) It is an offence for a person to fail, without reasonable excuse, to comply with
regulation 15.



(2) Where the offence is committed by a firm, every officer of the firm who is in default also
commits the offence.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this regulation is liable—

(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years or a
fine (or both);

(b) on summary conviction—

(1) in England and Wales, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding the general limit
in a magistrates’ court or a fine (or both);

(i1) in Scotland, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or a fine not
exceeding the statutory maximum (or both) and, for continued contravention, a
daily default fine not exceeding one-fifth of the statutory maximum;

(iii) in Northern Ireland, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or a fine
not exceeding the statutory maximum (or both) and, for continued contravention,
a daily default fine not exceeding one-fifth of the statutory maximum.

PART 3

Authorised Corporate Service Providers
Chapter 1

Suspension and cessation of ACSP status

Suspension of ACSP status

17.—(1) A person is suspended as an ACSP when the registrar gives the person a notice
informing them their status as an ACSP is suspended (a “notice of suspension”).

(2) The registrar may give a notice of suspension pending a decision whether to give a notice
of cessation under regulation 18(4).

(3) A notice of suspension given in accordance with paragraph (2) must—

(a) state the registrar’s intention to give a notice of cessation under regulation 18(4) to the
person after the expiry of the period of 28 days beginning on the day the notice of
suspension is given;

(b) explain the reasons for the registrar’s intention, and

(c) explain how the person can object to the giving by the registrar of a notice of cessation
to the person (see regulation 18(5)).

(4) The registrar may by notice in writing extend a period specified in paragraph (3)(a).
(5) Upon the giving of a notice of suspension, the registrar must—

(a) publish notice of the suspension of the person’s status as an ACSP, and

(b) notify the person’s supervisory authority.

(6) A person’s status as an ACSP ceases to be suspended when the registrar gives the person
a notice informing them their suspension is revoked (a “notice of suspension revocation”) or gives
them a notice of cessation under regulation 18(4).

(7) Upon the giving of a notice of suspension revocation, the registrar must notify the person’s
supervisory authority.



Cessation of ACSP status

18.—(1) A person ceases to be an ACSP when the registrar gives the person a notice informing
them they no longer have that status (a “notice of cessation”).

(2) A notice of cessation must state—
(a) the person’s name;
(b) the date on which the person ceased to be an ACSP, and
(c) that the unique identifier allocated to the person is discontinued as of that date.

(3) The registrar may give a notice of cessation upon written request by a person who wishes
to cease to be an ACSP.

(4) The registrar may give a notice of cessation under this paragraph if the registrar has
reasonable cause to believe that a person is not a fit and proper person to carry out the functions
of an ACSP.

(5) A person may object to the giving by the registrar of a notice of cessation to them under
paragraph (4) by giving a written notice to the registrar within the period mentioned in regulation
17(3)(a) (or such period as extended in accordance with regulation 17(4)) which states—

(a) the name of the person making the objection;
(b) the person’s address;

(c) the person’s email address, and

(d) the reasons for the objection.

(6) In deciding whether to give a notice of cessation to a person under paragraph (4), the
registrar must take into account any objection made in accordance with paragraph (5).

(7) The registrar may not give a notice of cessation under paragraph (4) until a notice of
suspension has been given under regulation 17 and the period mentioned in regulation 17(3)(a),
or that period as extended by notice under regulation 17(4), has expired.

(8) Upon the giving of a notice of cessation, the registrar must—
(a) publish notice of the person having ceased to be an ACSP, and
(b) notify the person’s supervisory authority.

(9) In paragraph (5)(a), in the case of an ACSP which is a firm, “name” means firm name.

Chapter 2

Duty to provide information or notify changes

Duty to provide information

19.—(1) The registrar may by notice in writing require a person to provide information to the
registrar for the purpose of enabling the registrar to determine—

(a) whether the person has complied with the obligation imposed by regulation 15;

(b) whether the person is a fit and proper person to continue carrying out the functions of
an ACSP.

(2) A requirement under this regulation may specify—
(a) the form and manner in which the information is to be provided;
(b) the period within which it is to be provided.

(3) A requirement imposed under paragraph (1)(a) may include a requirement to give the
registrar access to, or deliver to the registrar, information of a description specified in the notice
that is held in the records kept according to regulation 15.



(4) The registrar may by notice in writing extend a period specified in a requirement under this
regulation.

Privilege against self-incrimination

20.—(1) A statement made by a person in response to a requirement under regulation 19 may
not be used against the person in criminal proceedings in which the person is charged with an
offence to which this paragraph applies.

(2) Paragraph (1) applies to any offence other than those specified in section 1092C(2)(a)
(privilege against self-incrimination) of the 2006 Act.

Duty to notify registrar of changes of ACSP information

21.—(1) An ACSP must give notice to the registrar of any change in the required information
about it since the date that it delivered its application under section 1098B(b) (application to
become an authorised corporate service provider) of the 2006 Act.

(2) The notice must specify the date on which the change occurred.

(3) A notice under this regulation must be given within the period of 14 days beginning with
the day on which the change occurred.

(4) In this regulation “required information” means—

(a) in the case of an ACSP which is a firm, the information required under section
1098C(1)(c) (the required information about an applicant) of the 2006 Act;

(b) in the case of an ACSP which is an individual, the information required under section
1098C(2) of the 2006 Act.

Offence for failure to provide information

22.—(1) It is an offence for a person to fail, without reasonable excuse, to comply with
regulation 19 or 21.

(2) Where the offence is committed by a firm, every officer of the firm who is in default also
commits the offence.

(3) A person guilty of an offence under this regulation is liable on summary conviction—
(a) in England and Wales to a fine;

(b) in Scotland or Northern Ireland, to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard scale
and, for continued contravention, a daily default fine not exceeding one-tenth of level
5 on the standard scale.

(a) Section 1092C was inserted by section 83(2) of the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Act 2023.
(b) Section 1098B was inserted by section 66 of the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Act 2023.
(¢) Section 1098C was inserted by section 66 of the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Act 2023.
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PART 4

Unique identifiers
Chapter 1

Unique identifiers for individuals

Allocation of unique identifier to individual whose identity is verified

23.—(1) The registrar must allocate a unique identifier to any individual whose identity is
verified.

(2) Unique identifiers allocated under this Chapter may be in such form, consisting of one or
more sequences of letters or numbers, as the registrar may from time to time determine.

Discontinuance of unique identifier

24.—(1) A unique identifier ceases to be allocated to an individual if—
(a) the individual ceases to be an individual whose identity is verified;

(b) the individual is given a notice under paragraph (2) that the unique identifier has ceased
to be allocated to them, or

(¢) a new unique identifier is allocated to the individual under regulation 25.

(2) The registrar may give notice to an individual if the registrar is aware that the individual
has more than one unique identifier.

(3) The notice under paragraph (2) must—
(a) state the individual’s name;
(b) state the date of the notice;

(c) specify one or more unique identifiers which have ceased to be allocated to the individual,
and

(d) state the unique identifier that remains allocated to them.

Allocation of new unique identifier
25. A new unique identifier may be allocated to an individual by giving them a notice stating—
(a) the individual’s name;
(b) the unique identifier that has ceased to be allocated to the individual, and
(c) the individual’s new unique identifier.
Chapter 2
Unique identifiers for ACSPs

Interpretation

26. In this Chapter, in the case of an ACSP which is a firm, “name” means firm name.

Allocation of unique identifier to ACSP

27.—(1) The registrar must allocate a unique identifier to an ACSP.
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(2) Unique identifiers allocated under this Chapter may be in such form, consisting of one or
more sequences of letters or numbers, as the registrar may from time to time determine.

Notice of allocation of unique identifier to ACSP

28. Where the registrar has granted an application under section 1098B (application to become
authorised corporate service provider) of the 2006 Act, the registrar must give notice to the ACSP
stating—

(a) the ACSP’s name, and
(b) the ACSP’s unique identifier.

Discontinuance of an ACSP’s unique identifier

29.—(1) A unique identifier ceases to be allocated to an ACSP if—

(a) the ACSP ceases to be an ACSP under section 1098F(1) (ceasing to be an authorised
corporate service provider) of the 2006 Act or under regulation 18;

(b) the ACSP is given a notice under paragraph (2) that the unique identifier has ceased to
be allocated to it, or

(c) a new unique identifier is allocated to the ACSP under regulation 30.

(2) The registrar may give a notice to an ACSP if the registrar is aware that the ACSP has
more than one unique identifier.

(3) The notice given under paragraph (2) must—
(a) state the ACSP’s name;

(b) specify one or more unique identifiers which have ceased to be allocated to the individual,
and

(c) state the unique identifier that remains allocated to them.

Allocation of new unique identifier to an ACSP

30. A new unique identifier may be allocated to an ACSP by giving it a notice stating—
(a) the ACSP’s name;
(b) the unique identifier that has ceased to be allocated to the ACSP, and
(c) the ACSP’s new unique identifier.
Chapter 3

Statement about the unique identifiers

Requirement to deliver statements about the unique identifier

31. Where section 1098B(2)(c) (application to become authorised corporate service provider)
of the 2006 Act requires a statement that an individual’s identity is verified, the statement must
include a statement of the individual’s unique identifier.
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PART 5

Communication

Communication with an individual

32.—(1) Notices specified in paragraph (2) are validly given to an individual if they are sent
or supplied to any address (including any email address) delivered—

(a) 1in accordance with paragraph (3) or regulation 6(3)(d);

(b) before or upon delivery of a verification statement or reverification statement in
accordance with regulation 10 (see regulation 11(b)).

(2) The notices are those given under—
(a) regulation 7(3) (determination of application);
(b) regulation 8(1) and (4) (notice of outcome of application);
(c) regulation 12 (notice of delivery of a verification statement or reverification statement);
(d) regulation 13(1) and (4) (reverification notice);
(e) regulation 14(3) (ceasing to be verified);
(f) regulation 24(2) (discontinuance of unique identifier);
(g) regulation 25 (allocation of new unique identifier).

(3) An individual whose required contact information has been registered under these Regulations
may notify the registrar about any change to that information.

Communication with an ACSP

33.—(1) Notices specified in paragraph (2) are validly given to an ACSP if they are sent or
supplied in accordance with paragraph (3).

(2) The notices are those given under—
(a) regulation 17(1), (4) and (6) (suspension of ACSP status);
(b) regulation 18(1) (cessation of ACSP status);
(c) regulation 19(1) and (4) (duty to provide information);
(d) regulation 28 (notice of allocation of unique identifier to ACSP);
(e) regulation 29(2) (discontinuance of an ACSP’s unique identifier);
(f) regulation 30 (allocation of new unique identifier to an ACSP).
(3) The notice may be sent or supplied to—
(a) a service address, or
(b) an email address,

delivered under section 1098C(1) or (2) (the required information about an applicant) of the 2006
Act, as applicable, or notified under regulation 21.
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PART 6

Review

Review of Regulations

34.—(1) The Secretary of State must from time to time—
(a) carry out a review of the regulatory provision contained in these Regulations, and
(b) publish a report setting out the conclusions of the review.

(2) The first report must be published within 5 years after they come fully into force.

(3) Subsequent reports must be published at intervals not exceeding 5 years.

(4) Section 30(4) of the Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 requires that a
report published under this regulation must, in particular—

(a) set out the objectives intended to be achieved by the regulatory provision referred to in
paragraph (1)(a);

(b) assess the extent to which those objectives are achieved;

(c) assess whether those objectives remain appropriate, and

(d) if those objectives remain appropriate, assess the extent to which they could be achieved
in another way which involves less onerous regulatory provision.

(5) In this regulation, “regulatory provision” has the same meaning as in sections 28 to 32 of
the Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 (see section 32 of that Act).

Justin Madders
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
20th January 2025 Department for Business and Trade
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations make provision about identity verification, authorised corporate service providers
(“ACSPs”, defined in section 1098A of the Companies Act 2006 (“the 2006 Act”)) and unique
identifiers (defined in section 1082 of the 2006 Act).

Part 2 makes provision for and in connection with verification or reverification of an individual’s
identity in accordance with section 1110A of the 2006 Act. Under section 1110A(1) of the 2006
Act, the individual’s identity is verified for the purposes of the 2006 Act if the individual’s identity
has been verified by the registrar in accordance with regulations made under section 1110B of
the 2006 Act or a “verification statement” in respect of the individual has been delivered to the
registrar by an ACSP, and the individual has not since then ceased to be an individual whose
identity is verified by virtue of regulations under section 1110A(4) of the 2006 Act. A verification
statement is defined in section 1110A(2) of the 2006 Act as a statement by an ACSP confirming
that it has verified an individual’s identity in accordance with regulations under section 1110B
of the 2006 Act. This Part sets out the procedure for verifying or reverifying an individual’s
identity:

(a) Chapter 2 confers a power on the registrar to impose additional requirements by registrar’s

rules;

(b) Chapter 3 sets out the requirements an individual must comply with to successfully have
their identity verified or reverified by the registrar and the procedure that the registrar must
follow;

(¢) Chapter 4 provides for conditions that must be met for an ACSP to deliver a verification
statement or reverification statement to the registrar, specifies the necessary contents of
verification statements and prescribes additional information to be delivered with them;

(d) Chapter 5 provides for circumstances in which someone ceases to be an individual whose
identity is verified and sets out the procedure for reverifying an individual’s identity;

(e) Chapter 6 makes provision about the records that a person who is or has been an ACSP
is required to keep in connection with the verification or reverification of an individual’s
identity and contains an offence for failure to comply with the record-keeping duty.

Part 3 makes provision concerning ACSPs. Chapter 1 provides for circumstances in which a
person ceases to be an ACSP and sets out the procedure for issuing notices suspending and
terminating an ACSP’s status. Chapter 2 imposes duties on ACSPs to provide the registrar with
information and update required information delivered under section 1098C of the 2006 Act,
backed by criminal offences.

Part 4 sets out the procedure for allocation and discontinuation of unique identifiers for verified
individuals and ACSPs. It also requires delivery of a statement about an allocation of a unique
identifier to an ACSP with the application to become an ACSP made under section 1098B of the
2006 Act.

Part 5 specifies when notices given under these Regulations are validly sent or supplied to
individuals and ACSPs.

Part 6 makes provision requiring the Secretary of State to review the operation and effect of these
Regulations and publish a report within 5 years after they come fully into force and within every
5 years after that. Following a review it will fall to the Secretary of State to consider whether
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these Regulations should remain as they are, or be revoked or be amended. A further instrument
would be needed to revoke these Regulations or to amend them.

A full impact assessment of the effect that this instrument will have on the costs of business, the
voluntary sector and the public sector is available and is published with the Explanatory
Memorandum alongside this instrument. A hard copy may be obtained from the Department for
Business and Trade, Old Admiralty Building, London SW1A 2DY.
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