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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2023 No. 655

The Public Order Act 1986 (Serious Disruption
to the Life of the Community) Regulations 2023

Amendments to section 14 of the Public Order Act 1986

3.—(1)  Section 14 of the Public Order Act 1986 (imposing conditions on public assemblies) is
amended as follows(1).

(2)  In subsection (2A), for the words from “, the cases” to the end substitute—
“—

(a) the cases in which a public assembly in England and Wales may result in serious disruption
to the life of the community include, in particular, where it may, by way of physical
obstruction, result in—

(i) the prevention of, or a hindrance that is more than minor to, the carrying out of day-
to-day activities (including in particular the making of a journey),

(ii) the prevention of, or a delay that is more than minor to, the delivery of a time-
sensitive product to consumers of that product, or

(iii) the prevention of, or a disruption that is more than minor to, access to any essential
goods or any essential service,

(b) in considering whether a public assembly in England and Wales may result in serious
disruption to the life of the community, the senior police officer—

(i) must take into account all relevant disruption, and
(ii) may take into account any relevant cumulative disruption, and

(c) “community”, in relation to a public assembly in England and Wales, means any group of
persons that may be affected by the assembly, whether or not all or any of those persons
live or work in the vicinity of the assembly.”.

(3)  In subsection (2B), for “subsection (2A)(a)” substitute—
“subsection (2A) and this subsection—

“access to any essential goods or any essential service” includes, in particular, access to—
(a) the supply of money, food, water, energy or fuel,
(b) a system of communication,
(c) a place of worship,
(d) a transport facility,
(e) an educational institution, or
(f) a service relating to health;

(1) See section 16 of the Public Order Act 1986 for the definition of “public assembly”.



Document Generated: 2023-08-14
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

“area”, in relation to a public assembly or public procession, means such area as the senior
police officer considers appropriate, having regard to the nature and extent of the disruption
that may result from the assembly or procession;
“relevant cumulative disruption”, in relation to a public assembly in England and Wales, means
the cumulative disruption to the life of the community resulting from—
(a) the assembly,
(b) any other public assembly in England and Wales that was held, is being held or is intended

to be held in the same area in which the assembly mentioned in paragraph (a) is being held
or is intended to be held (whether or not directions have been given under subsection (1A)
in relation to that other assembly), and

(c) any public procession in England and Wales that was held, is being held or is intended
to be held in the same area as the area in which the assembly mentioned in paragraph (a)
is being held or is intended to be held (whether or not directions have been given under
section 12(1) in relation to that procession),

and it does not matter whether or not the assembly mentioned in paragraph (a) and any
assembly or procession within paragraph (b) or (c) are organised by the same person, are
attended by any of the same persons or are held or are intended to be held at the same time;
“relevant disruption”, in relation to a public assembly in England and Wales, means all
disruption to the life of the community—
(a) that may result from the assembly, or
(b) that may occur regardless of whether the assembly is held (including in particular normal

traffic congestion);”.
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