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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2021 No. 626

The Magistrates’ Courts (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2021

Amendments to the Magistrates’ Courts Rules 1981

2.—(1)  The Magistrates’ Courts Rules 1981 are amended as follows.
(2)  In rule 2 (interpretation), in paragraph (1), after the definition of “judgment summons”

insert—
““live link” means an arrangement by which—
(a) a person (P) taking part in proceedings can hear, or can see and hear, every other person

taking part in those proceedings who is not in the same location as P; and
(b) all those other people can hear, or can see and hear, P;”.

(3)  In rule 3A (case management), in paragraph (1)(h) after “making use of technology” insert
“, including live links”.

(4)  After rule 3A, insert—

“Live links

3B.—(1)  The court may exercise its power to allow or require anyone, including any
member or members of the court, to take part in proceedings by live link—

(a) on application or on the court’s own initiative; and
(b) as long as the court is satisfied that it is in the interests of justice to exercise that

power in that way.
(2)  Unless the court otherwise directs—

(a) a person who takes part in proceedings by live link must be treated as present; and
(b) where a member of the court takes part in proceedings by live link those proceedings

must be treated as taking place—
(i) at any place at which the court lawfully can sit in England and Wales, and

(ii) at any such place as the designated officer advertises under rule 66E(2)(a).”
(5)  For rules 4A (deposition etc of reluctant witness) and 4B (prosecutor’s notice to other party:

right to object to written evidence being read at trial without further evidence) substitute—

“Documents served on the designated officer

4A.—(1)  Unless the court otherwise directs, the designated officer may—
(a) keep a document served in connection with an information, complaint or application;

or
(b) arrange for the whole or any part to be kept by the informant, complainant, applicant

or some other appropriate person, subject to any conditions that the court may
impose.
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(2)  A person who under such arrangements keeps such a document must provide it for the
court if and when the designated officer so requires.”

(6)  In rule 39 (method of making periodical payments), in paragraph (1) for “clerk of the court”
substitute “designated officer for the court”.

(7)  In rule 66 (register of convictions, etc), omit paragraph (12).
(8)  For rules 66A (registration of endorsement of licence under section 34 of the Transport

Act 1982) and 66B (registration of certificate issued under section 36 of the Transport Act 1982)
substitute—

“The open justice principle

66A.—(1)  Where rules 66B, 66C, 66D and 66E apply, the designated officer and the court
must have regard to the importance of—

(a) dealing with cases in public;
(b) allowing a public hearing to be reported to the public; and
(c) the rights of a person affected by a direction or order made, or warrant issued, by the

court to understand why that decision was made.
(2)  In rules 66D and 66E this requirement is called ‘the open justice principle’.

Request for information about a case

66B.—(1)  This rule applies where anyone, including a member of the public or a reporter,
requests information about a case.

(2)  A person requesting information must—
(a) ask the designated officer;
(b) specify the information requested; and
(c) pay any fee prescribed.

(3)  The request—
(a) may be made orally or in writing, and need not explain why the information is

requested, if this rule requires the designated officer to supply that information; but
(b) must be in writing, unless the court otherwise permits, and must explain why the

information is requested, if this rule does not so require.
(4)  Subject to paragraph (5), the designated officer must supply to the person making the

request—
(a) the date of a hearing in public;
(b) in general terms, the subject of the proceedings;
(c) the court’s decision at a hearing in public;
(d) whether the case is under appeal;
(e) the identity of—

(i) the parties,
(ii) the parties’ representatives, including their addresses, and

(iii) the judge, magistrate or magistrates, or justices’ legal adviser by whom a
decision at a hearing in public was made;

(f) such other information about the case as is required by arrangements to which
paragraph (6)(c) refers; and
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(g) details of any reporting or access restriction ordered by the court.
(5)  The designated officer must not supply the information requested if—

(a) the supply of that information is prohibited by a reporting restriction;
(b) that information is the date of a hearing in public of which a party has yet to be

notified;
(c) that information concerns proceedings determined by the court without notice to—

(i) a party to those proceedings, or
(ii) a person affected by those proceedings; or

(d) that information is not readily available to the designated officer (for example,
because of the location or conditions of its storage).

(6)  Where the designated officer must supply the information requested the supply may
be—

(a) by word of mouth;
(b) in writing, including by written certificate or extract from a court record; or
(c) by such other arrangements as the Lord Chancellor directs, including supply by

electronic means.
(7)  Where this rule does not require the designated officer to supply the information

requested then unless that information can be supplied under rule 66C—
(a) the designated officer must refer the request to the court; and
(b) rule 66D applies.

Request for information by a party or person directly affected by a case

66C.—(1)  This rule applies where a party, or a person directly affected by a direction or
order made or a warrant issued by the court, wants information about their case.

(2)  Such a party or person must—
(a) ask the designated officer;
(b) specify the information requested; and
(c) pay any fee prescribed.

(3)  The request—
(a) may be made orally or in writing, and need not explain why the information is

requested, if this rule requires the designated officer to supply that information; but
(b) must be in writing, unless the court otherwise permits, and must explain why the

information is requested, if this rule does not so require.
(4)  Subject to paragraph (5), the designated officer must supply to the party or person

making the request—
(a) information about the terms of any direction or order made, or warrant issued, which

was—
(i) served on, or addressed or directed to, that party or person, or

(ii) made on an application by that party or person; and
(b) information received from that party or person (which might be, for example, to

establish what information the court holds, or in case of a loss of that information
by the party or person making the request).

(5)  The designated officer must not supply the information requested if that information—
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(a) concerns the grounds on which a direction or order was made, or a warrant issued,
in the absence of the party or person making the request; or

(b) is not readily available to the designated officer (for example, because of the location
or conditions of its storage).

(6)  Where the designated officer must supply the information requested the supply may be,
at the choice of the party or person making the request—

(a) by word of mouth;
(b) in writing, including by written certificate or extract from a court record; or
(c) by a copy of a document served by, or on, that party or person (but not of a document

not so served).
(7)  Where this rule does not require the designated officer to supply the information

requested—
(a) the designated officer must refer the request to the court; and
(b) rule 66D applies.

Request for information determined by the court

66D.—(1)  This rule applies where the designated officer refers to the court a request for
information under rule 66B (request for information about a case) or rule 66C (request for
information by a party or person directly affected by a case).

(2)  The designated officer must—
(a) serve the request on—

(i) the applicant for any direction, order or warrant that the request concerns which
was made or issued in the absence of the party or person making the request,
and

(ii) anyone else, and to such extent, as the court directs; and
(b) notify the party or person making the request of—

(i) the date of its service under this rule, and
(ii) the identity of each person served with it, if the court so directs.

(3)  If a party or person served with the request objects to the supply of information requested
the objector must—

(a) give notice of the objection not more than 20 business days after service of the
request, or within any longer period allowed by the court;

(b) serve that notice on the designated officer and on the party or person making the
request; and

(c) if the objector wants a hearing, explain why one is needed.
(4)  A notice of objection must explain—

(a) whether the objection is to the supply of the whole of the information requested, or
only to the supply of a specified part or specified parts;

(b) whether the objection applies without limit of time, or only for a specified period
(for example, until a date or event specified by the objector); and

(c) the grounds of the objection.
(5)  Where a notice of objection includes material that the objector thinks ought not be

revealed to the party or person making the request, the objector must—
(a) omit that material from the notice served on that party or person;
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(b) mark the material to show that it is only for the court; and
(c) with that material include an explanation of why it has been withheld.

(6)  The court must not determine the request, and information requested must not be
supplied, until—

(a) each party or person served with the request has had at least 20 business days, or any
longer period allowed by the court, in which to object or make other representations;
and

(b) the court is satisfied that in all the circumstances every such party or person has had
a reasonable opportunity to do so.

(7)  The court may determine the request—
(a) without a hearing; or
(b) at a hearing, which—

(i) may be in public or private, but
(ii) must be in private, unless the court otherwise directs, where the request

concerns a direction, order or warrant made or issued in the absence of the
party or person making the request.

(8)  Where a notice of objection includes material that the objector thinks ought not be
revealed to the party or person making the request—

(a) any hearing of the request may take place, wholly or in part, in the absence of the
party or person making it; and

(b) at any such hearing the general rule is that the court must consider, in the following
sequence—

(i) representations first by the party or person making the request and then by the
objector, in the presence of both, and then

(ii) further representations by the objector, in the absence of the party or person
making the request

but the court may direct other arrangements for the hearing.
(9)  In deciding whether to order the supply of the information requested the court must

have regard to—
(a) the open justice principle;
(b) any reporting restriction;
(c) rights and obligations under other legislation;
(d) the importance of any public interest in the withholding of that information, or

in its supply only in part or subject to conditions (which public interest might
be, for example, in preventing injustice, protecting others’ rights, protecting the
confidentiality of a criminal investigation or protecting national security); and

(e) the extent to which that information is otherwise available to the party or person
making the request.

(10)  Where the court orders the supply of the information requested the supply may be,
at the court’s direction—

(a) by word of mouth;
(b) in writing, including by written certificate or extract from a court record; or
(c) by a copy of a document.
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Publication of information about court hearings

66E.—(1)  Where a case is due to be heard in public, the designated officer must—
(a) publish the information listed in paragraph (2)—

(i) if that information is available to the designated officer, and
(ii) unless the publication of that information is prohibited by a reporting

restriction; and
(b) publish that information for no longer than 5 business days—

(i) by notice displayed somewhere prominent in the vicinity of a court room in
which the hearing is due to take place, and

(ii) by such arrangements as the Lord Chancellor directs, including arrangements
for publication by electronic means, but only to the extent needed to comply
with the open justice principle.

(2)  The information that paragraph (1) requires the designated officer to publish is—
(a) the date, time and place of the hearing;
(b) the identity of the parties; and
(c) such other information as it may be practicable to publish concerning—

(i) the type of hearing,
(ii) the identity of the court,

(iii) in general terms, the subject of the proceedings, and
(iv) whether any reporting or access restriction applies.”

(9)  In rule 67 (proof of service, handwriting, etc), in paragraph (1) for “clerk of a magistrates’
court” substitute “justices’ legal adviser or court officer nominated for the purpose by such a legal
adviser”.

(10)  In rule 78 (preparation and submission of final case), in paragraph (2) for “their clerk”
substitute “a justices’ legal adviser”.

(11)  In rule 79 (extension of time limits), in paragraph (2) for “the clerk of the magistrates’ court”
substitute “a justices’ legal adviser”.

(12)  Omit—
(a) rules 5 to 13A inclusive;
(b) rule 15;
(c) rules 17 to 20 inclusive;
(d) rules 22 to 32 inclusive;
(e) rule 48(1);
(f) rules 51 to 52A inclusive;
(g) rules 56 to 57A inclusive;
(h) rule 63;
(i) rule 65;
(j) rules 70 to 73 inclusive;
(k) rule 74(3)(a), (5), (6) and (7);
(l) rules 84 to 90A inclusive;

(m) rules 91 to 94 inclusive;
(n) rules 100 to 101B inclusive;
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(o) rules 104 to 104C inclusive;
(p) rule 108; and
(q) rules 110 to 112 inclusive.
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