
S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S  

2021 No. 1274 (C. 72) 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

The Environment Act 2021 (Commencement No. 1) Regulations 

2021 

Made - - - - 16th November 2021 

Coming into Force - - 17th November 2021 

The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the power conferred by 

section 147(3) of the Environment Act 2021(a). 

Citation and interpretation  

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Environment Act 2021 (Commencement No. 1) 

Regulations 2021. 

(2) In these Regulations “the Act” means the Environment Act 2021. 

Provisions coming into force on 17th November 2021 

2. The following provisions of the Act come into force on 17th November 2021— 

(a) section 22 (The Office for Environmental Protection); 

(b) section 23 (Principal objective of the OEP and exercise of its functions); 

(c) section 24 (The OEP’s strategy: process); 

(d) section 26 (Memorandum of understanding); 

(e) section 44 (Meaning of “natural environment”); 

(f) section 45 (Meaning of “environmental protection”); 

(g) section 46 (Meaning of “environmental law”); 

(h) section 47 (Interpretation of Part 1: general);  

(i) Schedule 1 (The Office for Environmental Protection). 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations are the first commencement regulations made under the Environment Act 2021 

(c. 30) (“the Act”). 

Regulation 2 of these Regulations brings into force on 17th November 2021 section 22 of the Act 

and Schedule 1 which establish the Office for Environmental Protection (“OEP”) as a body 

corporate. Regulation 2 also brings into force on the same day: section 23 which defines the 

OEP’s principal objective when exercising its functions and provides that the OEP must prepare a 

strategy that sets out how it intends to exercise its functions; section 24 which sets out the process 

by which the OEP must publish, revise or review the strategy and how it must consult on it; and 

section 26 which sets out that the OEP and the Committee on Climate Change must prepare a 

memorandum of understanding which sets out how the OEP and the Committee intend to co-

operate.  

Regulation 2 also brings into force on the same day sections which define the meaning of certain 

terms used in Part 1 of the Act: section 44 (meaning of “natural environment”), section 45 

(meaning of “environmental protection”); section 46 (meaning of “environmental law”); and 

section 47, which provides for the interpretation of further terms.  

An impact assessment has not been published for these Regulations as they have no impact on 

costs to business, the public or voluntary sectors independent of the provision these Regulations 

bring into force. A full impact assessment has been published in relation to the Act and copies can 

be obtained from the website of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs at 

www.gov.uk/defra or from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs at 2 

Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DF, United Kingdom.  
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