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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2019 No. 855

The Russia (Sanctions) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019

PART 7
Exceptions and licences

[F1Trade: exceptions relating to professional and business services

60DA.—(1)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C (professional and business services), in so far
as they relate to accounting services, business and management consulting services, engineering
services or public relations services, are not contravened by any act done by a person (“P”) in
satisfaction of an obligation in respect of the provision of those services by P to a person connected
with Russia where the services are provided in relation to the discharge of or compliance with UK
statutory or regulatory obligations, such obligations not arising under contract.

(2)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C, in so far as they relate to advertising services, architectural
services, engineering services or IT consultancy and design services, are not contravened by any act
done by a person (“P”) in satisfaction of an obligation arising under a contract concluded before 16th
December 2022, or an ancillary contract necessary for the satisfaction of such a contract, provided
that—

(a) the act is carried out before the end of 15th March 2023, and
(b) P notifies the Secretary of State of the provision of the services, before or after the act is

carried out, by the end of 15th March 2023.
(3)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C, in so far as they relate to auditing services, are not

contravened by any act done by a person (“P”) in satisfaction of an obligation arising from the
appointment of P as the auditor of a parent undertaking (“C”) provided that—

(a) where C is a credit institution, the auditing services of P are for one or both of the purposes
mentioned in paragraph (4);

(b) where C is not a credit institution, or is a credit institution that does not meet the condition
in sub-paragraph (a)—

(i) P is appointed as auditor of C before 16th December 2022,
(ii) the act is carried out before the end of 31st May 2023, and

(iii) P notifies the Secretary of State of the provision of the services, before or after the
act is carried out, by the end of 15th March 2023.

(4)  The purposes are—
(a) C, in its capacity as a parent undertaking, deciding whether accounts of a subsidiary

undertaking of C which is a person connected with Russia (“S”) should be included in
consolidated group accounts of C, and

(b) the inclusion in consolidated group accounts of C of the accounts of S.
(5)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C, in so far as they relate to auditing services, are not

contravened by any act done by a person (“P”)—
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(a) in satisfaction of an obligation arising from the appointment of P as the auditor of a [F2UK
subsidiary undertaking] (“S”) in respect of the provision of those services to S in relation
to the discharge of or compliance with UK statutory or regulatory obligations, and

(b) which results in the provision of those services indirectly to a person connected with Russia
in that person’s capacity as a parent undertaking of S.

[F3(5A)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C, in so far as they relate to auditing services, are not
contravened by any act done by a person (“P”)—

(a) in satisfaction of an obligation arising from the appointment of P as the auditor of a UK
undertaking (“U”) in respect of the provision of those services to U in relation to the
discharge of or compliance with UK statutory or regulatory obligations, and

(b) which results in the provision of those services directly or indirectly to a person connected
with Russia in that person’s capacity as a member of U.]

(6)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C, in so far as they relate to IT consultancy and design
services, are not contravened by the provision of—

(a) an “electronic communications network” or an “electronic communications
service” (within the meanings given by section 32 of the Communications Act 2003) that
is used for civilian purposes, or

(b) services that are incidental to the exchange of communications over the internet,
including—

(i) instant messaging,
(ii) videoconferencing,

(iii) chat and email,
(iv) social networking,
(v) sharing of photos, audio, videos, films or documents,

(vi) web browsing,
(vii) blogging,

(viii) web hosting, and
(ix) domain name registration services.

(7)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C are not contravened by any act done by a person that
is necessary for the official purposes of a diplomatic mission or consular post in Russia, or of an
international organisation enjoying immunities in accordance with international law.

[F4(7A)  The prohibitions in regulation 54C are not contravened by any act done by a person as
part of the provision of expert evidence provided in, or in anticipation of—

(a) any proceedings before administrative agencies, courts or other duly constituted official
tribunals, or

(b) in any arbitral or mediation proceedings.]
(8)  For the purposes of this regulation, the following terms have the meanings given in

regulation 54B—
“accounting services”, “advertising services”, “architectural services”, “auditing services”,
“business and management consulting services”, “engineering services”, “IT consultancy and
design services” and “public relations services”.

(9)  For the purposes of this regulation—
“auditor” means a statutory auditor within the meaning of section 1210 of the Companies Act
2006 (meaning of “statutory auditor” etc);
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“consular post” is to be construed in accordance with paragraph A1 of Schedule 5;
“credit institution” means a body incorporated under the law of any part of the United
Kingdom, the business of which is to take deposits or other repayable funds from the public
and to grant credits for its own account;
“diplomatic mission” is to be construed in accordance with paragraph A1 of Schedule 5;
“financial year” is to be construed in accordance with section 390 of the Companies Act 2006
(a company’s financial year);
“included in consolidated group accounts” has the meaning given in section 474 of the
Companies Act 2006 (minor definitions) and “inclusion in consolidated group accounts” is to
be construed accordingly;
“parent undertaking” has the meaning given in section 1162 of the Companies Act 2006 (parent
and subsidiary undertakings);
“subsidiary undertaking” has the meaning given in section 1162 of the Companies Act 2006.

[F5“UK subsidiary undertaking” means a subsidiary undertaking that is incorporated or formed
under the law of the United Kingdom;
“UK undertaking” means an undertaking within the meaning given in section 1161 of the
Companies Act 2006 that is incorporated or formed under the law of the United Kingdom.]]
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