Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Directive 2000/60/EC (The Water Framework Directive)
Revised Transposition Note

The Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2017

1. This transposition note has been prepared by the Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs to accompany the Water Environment (Water Framework
Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2017(S.I. 2017/407) (“the 2017
Regulations”) which transpose the Water Framework Directive 2000" (“the
WFD")). It shows how the 2017 Regulations differ from the Regulations? which
originally transposed the WFD 2003 (“the 2003 Regulations”). Background to
replacing the 2003 Regulations is set out in the explanatory memorandum laid
alongside the 2017 Regulations.

3. The 2017 Regulations provide fuller transposition, including setting out the detail
of the key articles of the WFD. They also consolidate a number of amendments
made to the 2003 Regulations. The 2017 Regulations differ from the 2003
Regulations in the level of detail but not in substance and do not affect any rights,
duties or obligations. The 2017 Regulations also make consequential changes to
other domestic legislation which refers to the 2003 Regulations..

4. The following table sets out how the main elements of the WFD have been
transposed in the 2017 Regulations and how the transposition differs from the
2003 Regulations. Articles that are not listed do not require transposition.

5. The 2017 Regulations also transpose some aspects of the Groundwater Directive
20063 and the Environmental Quality Standards Directive 2008%. In particular,
regulations 22 and 23 transpose provisions inserted into the Environmental
Quality Standards Directive by the Priority Substances Directive 2013°. A
separate transposition note is available setting out the detalil.

' Directive 200/60/EC

2 The Water Environment (Water Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2003(S.1.
2003/3242).

3 Directive 2006/118/EC

4 Directive 2008/105/EC

5 Directive 2013/39/EU
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