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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations make amendments to the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)
Regulations 2012 (“the 2012 Regulations”).
Regulation 3 inserts the definition of an upper-tier county council into the 2012 Regulations, in
consequence of the amendments to Part 2 and Schedule A1 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004 (“the 2004 Act”) made by section 10 of, and Schedule 2 to, the Neighbourhood Planning
Act 2017 (“the 2017 Act”).
Regulation 4 prescribes the time period for review of certain local development documents.
Regulation 5 makes an amendment to regulation 22 of the 2012 Regulations to remove the
requirement for documents submitted to the Secretary of State under section 20 of the 2004 Act to
be submitted both in paper form and electronically.
Regulations 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11 make amendments that are consequential to the amendments to Part
2 and Schedule A1 of the 2004 Act made by section 10 of, and Schedule 2 to the 2017 Act.
Section 9 of the 2017 Act inserts new sections 28A to 28C of the 2004 Act, providing the
Secretary of State with a power to direct two or more local planning authorities to prepare a joint
development plan document. Regulation 8 prescribes the meaning of ‘corresponding document’ and
‘corresponding joint development plan document’ for the purpose of these new sections. The terms
refer to a jointly prepared development plan document which is taken forward by one or more local
authorities after a direction given under section 28A is withdrawn or modified.
An impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no impact on the private or
voluntary sectors is foreseen.
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