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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2016 No. 765

The Air Navigation Order 2016

PART 6
Aircrew

CHAPTER 3

Medical certificates

Licence holder not to act as member of flight crew when unfit

166.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (6), a person must not act as a member of the flight crew of an
aircraft registered in the United Kingdom if they know or suspect their physical or mental condition
renders them temporarily or permanently unfit to perform such functions or to act in such capacity,
including unfitness by reason of—

(a) injury or sickness;
(b) taking or using any prescribed or non-prescribed medication which is likely to interfere

with the ability to perform such functions;
(c) receipt of any medical, surgical or other treatment that is likely to interfere with the ability

to perform such functions;
(d) the effects of any psychoactive substance; or
(e) fatigue.

(2)  Every holder of a medical certificate issued under article 161 or medical declaration in
accordance with article 163(3) who—

(a) suffers any personal injury involving incapacity to undertake the holder’s functions as a
member of the flight crew;

(b) suffers any significant illness involving incapacity to undertake those functions throughout
a period of 21 days or more; or

(c) in the case of a woman, has reason to believe that she is pregnant,
must inform an aeromedical examiner authorised by the CAA of such injury, illness or pregnancy, as
soon as possible in the case of injury or pregnancy, and as soon as the period of 21 days has expired
in the case of illness.

(3)  The medical certificate or declaration is suspended upon the occurrence of such injury or the
expiry of such period of illness or the confirmation of the pregnancy.

(4)  In the case of injury or illness the suspension ceases upon—
(a) the holder being medically assessed under arrangements made by the CAA and

pronounced fit to resume the holder’s functions as a member of the flight crew; or
(b) the CAA exempting, subject to such conditions it deems appropriate, the holder from the

requirement of a medical assessment.
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(5)  In the case of pregnancy, the suspension—
(a) may be lifted by the CAA or an aeromedical examiner authorised by the CAA for such

period and subject to such conditions as the CAA or the aeromedical examiner thinks fit;
and

(b) ceases upon the holder being medically assessed under arrangements made by the CAA
after the pregnancy has ended and pronounced fit to resume her functions as a member
of the flight crew.

(6)  Paragraph (1) does not apply to the holder of a Part-FCL licence when the holder is exercising
the privileges of the licence in an EASA aircraft.
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