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The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster makes the following Regulations in exercise of the
powers conferred by sections 8(1) and (2), 9(5) and 18(1) of, and paragraph 9(1)(c)(ii) of Schedule
5 to, the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (“the Act”)(a) and now vested in him(b), section 26(2) of the
Welsh Language Act 1993(c) as applied by section 21(5) of the Act and section 13BC of the
Representation of the People Act 1983(d).

The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster has consulted the Electoral Commission as required by
section 7(2)(k) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(e).

A draft of these Regulations has been laid before and approved by a resolution of each House of
Parliament in accordance with section 21(6) of the Act.

PART 1
GENERAL

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations
2016 and are to come into force on the day after the day on which they are made.

Application

2.—(1) These Regulations apply to the United Kingdom with the following exceptions.
(2) The following provisions apply to England and Wales and Scotland only—
(a) regulation 27 (signing procedure);
(b) regulation 51 (absent signing at any petition for a definite or an indefinite period);
(c) regulation 53 (absent signing at a particular petition);
(d) regulation 55 (absent signers lists);

(e) regulation 59 (the personal identifiers record);

(a) 2015 c. 25 (“the Act”).

(b) Powers under these sections are vested in “the Minister”, which is defined by section 22(1) as the Lord President of the
Council or the Secretary of State. Under article 3 of the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster Order 2015 (S.1. 2015/1376)
these powers are now exercisable concurrently by the Secretary of State and the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.

(c) 1993 c. 38; the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster is the “appropriate Minister” for the purposes of section 27(4).

(d) 1983 c.2.

(e) 2000 c. 41; this provision was added by paragraphs 2 and 3(6) of Schedule 6 to the Act.
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regulation 64 (additional requirements for applications for a proxy signature for a definite
or indefinite period on the grounds of blindness or other disability);

regulation 67 (additional provision concerning the requirement that an application for
absent signing must be signed by the applicant);

regulation 68 (additional requirements for applications for a proxy signature in respect of
a particular petition);

regulation 69 (additional requirements for applications for an emergency proxy signature
in respect of a particular petition);

regulation 71 (closing date for applications);

regulation 83 (form of postal petition statement);

regulation 94 (spoilt postal signing sheets);

regulation 96 (lost postal signing sheets);

regulation 106 (confirming receipt of postal signing statements);

regulation 107 (procedure in relation to postal petition statements: personal identifier
verification);

regulation 110 (list of rejected postal signing sheets);

regulation 111 (checking of lists of rejected postal signing sheets);

regulation 115 (notification of a rejected postal petition statement);

regulation 116 (requirement to provide fresh signature following rejection of a postal
petition statement);

regulation 127 (disturbances at petition meetings);

paragraphs 1 and 2 of Schedule 1 (supply of register).

(3) The following provisions apply to England and Wales and Northern Ireland only—

(a)
(b)
(©

regulation 44 (delivery of documents to the registration officer);
regulation 45 (orders for production of documents);

regulation 46 (retention of documents).

(4) The following provisions apply to England and Wales only—

(@)
(b)

regulation 74 (appeals);
Part 2 of Schedule 4 (the Election Petition Rules 1960).

(5) The following provisions apply to Northern Ireland only—

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
()

()
(h)
)
Q)
(k)
)
(m)

regulation 28 (signing procedure);

regulation 31 (refusal to deliver signing sheet);

regulation 52 (absent signing at any petition for an indefinite period);
regulation 54 (absent signing at a particular petition);

regulation 56 (absent signers lists);

regulation 65 (additional requirements for applications for a proxy signature for an
indefinite period on grounds of blindness or other disability);

regulation 70 (additional requirements for applications in respect of a particular petition);
regulation 72 (closing date for applications);

regulation 76 (appeals);

regulation 84 (form of declaration of identity);

regulation 95 (spoilt postal signing sheets);

regulation 97 (lost postal signing sheets);

regulation 105 (procedure in relation to declaration of identity).

(6) The following provisions apply to Scotland only—



(a) regulation 47 (retention and disposal of documents in Scotland);

(b) regulation 75 (appeals).

Interpretation
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.—(1) In these Regulations—

“the Act” means the Recall of MPs Act 2015(a);

“the 1983 Act” means the Representation of the People Act 1983;
“the 1985 Act” means the Representation of the People Act 1985(b);
“the 2000 Act” means the Representation of the People Act 2000(c);

“the 2001 Regulations” means the Representation of the People (England and Wales)
Regulations 2001(d);

“the 2001 (Scotland) Regulations” means the Representation of the People (Scotland)
Regulations 2001 (e);

“the 2008 Regulations” means the Representation of the People (Northern Ireland)
Regulations 2008(f);

“absent signer” means an elector who is entitled to sign a petition by proxy or an elector or
proxy who is entitled to sign the petition by post; and absent signing is to be construed
accordingly;

“allotted petition signing place” has the meaning given by regulation 16 (allotment of petition
signing places);

“anonymous entry” is to be read in accordance with section 9B of the 1983 Act (anonymous
registration);

“corresponding number lists” has the meaning given by regulation 11 (corresponding number
lists);

“Clerk of the Crown” means the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery;

“completed corresponding number lists” has the meaning given by regulation 37(1)(e)
(procedure on close of petition);

“daily verification” means the daily verification of the signing sheets in accordance with
regulation 33 (daily verification and storage);

“declaration of identity” is the declaration referred to in regulation 84;
“disability” in relation to doing a thing, includes a short term inability to do it;

“edited register” has the meaning given by regulation 93 of the relevant Regulations, and (for
that purpose) the relevant Regulations are—

(a) inrelation to England and Wales, the 2001 Regulations;
(b) in relation to Scotland, the 2001 (Scotland) Regulations; and
(c) in relation to Northern Ireland, the 2008 Regulations;

“elector” means a person who is entitled to sign a petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act
(persons entitled to sign a recall petition);

“list of lost postal signing sheets” for England and Wales and Scotland, has the meaning given
by regulation 96(8) (lost postal signing sheets); and for Northern Ireland has the meaning
given by regulation 97(7) (lost postal signing sheets);

(a)
(b)
()
)
(e)
®)

2015 c. 25.
1985 c. 50.
2000 c. 2.
S.1.2001/341.
S.1. 2001/497.
S.1. 2008/1741.



“list of proxies” for England and Wales and Scotland, has the meaning given by regulation
55(3) (absent signers lists); and for Northern Ireland has the meaning given by regulation
56(3) (absent signers lists);

“list of spoilt postal signing sheets” for England and Wales and Scotland, has the meaning
given by regulation 94(9) (spoilt postal signing sheets); and for Northern Ireland has the
meaning given by regulation 95(8) (spoilt postal signing sheets);

“local authority” has the same meaning as section 203 of the 1983 Act;

“marked copies of the register” means the copies of the register marked in accordance with
regulation 27 (signing procedure: England and Wales and Scotland) or regulation 28 (signing
procedure: Northern Ireland);

“official petition notice” has the meaning given in regulation 18 (issue of official petition
notice);
“overseas electors declaration” means a person entitled to vote who has made a declaration

made under section 2 of the 1985 Act (registration of British citizens overseas) and is
registered or entitled to be registered in pursuance of it under that Act;

“official mark™ has the meaning given by regulation 12 (the official mark);

“parliamentary election rules” means the rules prescribed in Schedule 1 to the 1983 Act
(Parliamentary Election Rules);
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“petition clerk” means a person authorised by the petition officer to preside over the
proceedings at a petition signing place and carry out on behalf of the petition officer any
functions of the petition officer under the Act or these Regulations;

“petition signing place” means a place designated under section 7(1)(a) of the Act (where and
from when the petition may be signed) at which a petition is to be made available for signing;

“postal petition statement” is the statement referred to in regulation 83 (form of postal petition
statement: England and Scotland and Wales);

“postal signers list” for England and Wales and Scotland, has the meaning given by regulation
55(2) (absent signers list); and for Northern Ireland has the meaning given by regulation 56(2)
(absent signers list);

“postal signing sheet” is a signing sheet issued to a postal signer in accordance with Part 5
(issue and receipt of postal signing sheets);

“proxy postal signers list” has the meaning given by regulation 58(9) (signing the petition as a
proxy);

“proxy” means a person who has been appointed by an elector to sign the petition on behalf of
the elector;

“qualifying address” in relation to a person registered in the register, is the address in respect
of which that person is entitled to be registered in the register of parliamentary electors;

“recall petition complaint” means a recall petition complaint in relation to the outcome of a
recall petition that is presented in accordance with Part 3 of the 1983 Act (legal proceedings),
as applied (with modifications) by Schedule 4;

“register” means the register of persons compiled by the petition officer under regulation 4
(the register);

“register of parliamentary electors” means the register of parliamentary electors under section
9 of the 1983 Act (registers of electors);

“registration officer” means an officer appointed as such under section 8 of the 1983 Act;

“service voter” means a person entitled to vote who has made a service declaration within the
meaning of section 15 of the 1983 Act (service declaration) and who is registered or is entitled
to be registered in pursuance of it under that Act;

“signing sheet” has the meaning given by regulation 10 (the signing sheet);
“special lists” means the postal signers list, the list of proxies and the proxy postal signers list;

“tendered signing list” has the meaning given by regulation 30(10) (tendered signing sheets);



“tendered signing sheet” is a signing sheet which has been signed in accordance with
paragraph (1) of regulation 30 (tendered signing sheets);

“universal postal service provider” has the meaning given in Part 3 of the Postal Services Act
2011 to a “universal service provider”.

(2) In these Regulations—

(a) a reference to a petition means a recall petition as prescribed in section 1(2) of the Act
(how an MP becomes subject to a recall petition process) and where the context requires
is to be construed as including the process relating to that petition;

(b) in England and Wales, a reference to a constable includes a person designated as a
community support officer under section 38 of the Police Reform Act 2002 (police
powers for employees)(a).

PART 2
THE REGISTER

The register
4.—(1) The petition officer must compile a register of persons who by virtue of section 10 of the
Act (persons entitled to sign a recall petition) are entitled to sign the petition (“the register”).
(2) The register must contain—
(a) the names of the persons who appear to the petition officer to be entitled to be registered
in it;
(b) the qualifying address of the person registered in it; and
(c) in relation to each such person, that person’s electoral number.

(3) A person’s electoral number is such a number (with or without letters) as for the time being
allocated by the registration officer to that person.

(4) Paragraph (2)(b) does not apply—
(a) to an address which is specified in an overseas elector’s declaration; or

(b) to service voter who has given an address in their declaration which is not an address at
which that person is or would be residing but for the circumstances entitling that person
to make that declaration.

(5) Where the petition officer designates more than one petition signing place, the register is to
be framed in separate parts and each part must contain the list of persons who are entitled to sign
the petition at that place.

(6) Each part of the register must be identified by a different letter and that letter must also form
part of a person’s number in the register for the purposes of signing the petition.

Order of names
5.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the names and qualifying addresses on each part of the register
are to be arranged in street order.

(2) If the petition officer determines for any part of the register that arranging the register or any
part of it in street order is not reasonably practicable, the names and addresses are to be arranged
in alphabetical order or partly in street order and partly in alphabetical order.

(3) The name of any person whose qualifying address is not contained in the register by virtue of
regulation 4(4) must be grouped together in alphabetical order—

(a) atthe end of that part of the register relating to that address;

(a) 2002 c. 30.
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(b) beneath the heading “other electors”; and
(c) without giving that address.

Anonymous entries

6.—(1) A person registered with an anonymous entry in the register of parliamentary electors
must be entered in the register only by reference to that person’s electoral number together with
the letter “N” and must be entered at the end of the part of the register which relates to the
qualifying address of the person entitled to the entry.

(2) Any communication sent by a registration officer or a petition officer for any petition to a
person who has an anonymous entry (A) must be sent in an envelope or other form of covering so
as not to disclose to any other person that A has an anonymous entry.

(3) An anonymous entry in the register is deemed to remain in force until the end of the signing
period despite the fact that that person’s anonymous entry in the register of parliamentary electors
may have been terminated in accordance with section 9C (removal of anonymous entry) of the
1983 Act during that period.

Publication of register
7.—(1) On the third day before the beginning of the signing period(a), the petition officer must
publish the register by—
(a) making a copy available for inspection under supervision at—
(i) the office of the petition officer, and

(ii) any other place the petition officer considers appropriate to allow for inspection by
members of the public, and

(b) supplying copies of it in accordance with Schedule 1 (supply of register).

(2) Where a copy of the register is made available under paragraph (1)(a) by providing the
register on a computer screen or otherwise in data form, the petition officer must ensure that the
manner in, and equipment on, which the copy is provided do not permit any person consulting that
copy to—

(a) search it electronically by reference to the name of any person; or
(b) duplicate or transmit any part of the register by electronic, or any other, means.

(3) The petition officer must also publish any notice issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983
Act (alteration of registers: recall petition)(b) in the manner specified in paragraph (1)(a) and (b)
as soon as reasonably practicable after that notice is issued.

Publication of 10% threshold

8.—(1) No later than the third working day after receiving the Speaker’s notice under section 5
of the Act (Speaker’s notice that the first, second or third recall condition has been met), the
petition officer must give public notice of—

(a) the number of persons who are entitled to sign the petition; and

(b) the number of persons who would need to sign the petition for the petition to be
successful in accordance with section 14 of the Act (determination of whether recall
petition successful).

(2) On the first day of the signing period, the petition officer must publish the information
referred to in paragraph (1)(a) and (b), as it applies on that day.

(a) “Signing period” means the period of 6 weeks beginning with the first day on which the petition is to be made available for
signing; see sections 9(2) and 22(1) of the Act.
(b) Section 13BC(6) was inserted by paragraph 7 of Schedule 2 to the Act.

11



Supply of register
9. Schedule 1 (supply of register) is to have effect.

PART 3
CONDUCT
CHAPTER 1

General Provisions

The signing sheet
10.—(1) The signature of a person entitled to sign the petition who wishes to do so must be
made on a petition signing sheet in accordance with these Regulations (“the signing sheet”).

(2) The signing sheet must be in the form set out in Form A in Schedule 2 (forms), must be
printed in accordance with the directions in that Schedule and must—

(a) contain the name and constituency of the MP to whom the petition relates;
(b) be capable of being folded up; and
(c) have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back.

(3) Schedule 2 which specifies forms referred to in these Regulations is to have effect.

Corresponding number lists
11.—(1) The petition officer must prepare a list containing the numbers and other unique
identifying marks of the signing sheets to be—

(a) delivered under regulation 27 (signing procedure: England and Wales and Scotland) or
regulation 28 (signing procedure: Northern Ireland) (as the case may be);

(b) issued under regulation 85 (postal signing packs).
(2) The list referred to in paragraph (1)(a) must be in the form set out in Form B in Schedule 2.
(3) The list referred to in paragraph (1)(b) must be in the form set out in Form C in Schedule 2.

The official mark

12.—(1) Every signing sheet must contain an appropriate security marking (“the official mark”).

(2) The official mark must be kept secret, and an interval of not less than seven years must
intervene between the use of the same official mark at a petition for the same constituency.

(3) The petition officer may use a different official mark for different purposes at the same
petition.

Use of public rooms
13.—(1) The petition officer may use, free of charge, for the purposes of enabling persons to
sign the petition—
(a) aroom in a school to which this regulation applies;
(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is payable out of any rate.

(2) The petition officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred
by, the persons having control over any such room by reason of it being used for those purposes.

(3) This regulation applies—

12



(a) in England and Wales, to a school maintained or assisted by a local authority, or a school
in respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by Parliament to the person
or body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

(b) in Scotland, to a school, other than an independent school within the meaning of the
Education (Scotland) Act 1980(a);

(c) in Northern Ireland, to a school in receipt of a grant out of moneys appropriated by Act of
the Northern Ireland Assembly, other than a school that—

(i) adjoins or is adjacent to any church or other place of worship, or

(i1) is connected with a nunnery or other religious establishment.

CHAPTER 2

Action to be Taken Before the Petition

Notice of petition

14.—(1) The petition officer must give public notice of the petition stating—
(a) the name of the MP who has become subject to the petition process,
(b) the details relating to the recall condition which has been met in relation to that MP,
(c) the beginning and end dates of the signing period,
(d) the situation of each petition signing place,

(e) the days and hours during which the petition will be available for signing at each petition
signing place,

(f) the persons entitled to sign the petition under section 10 of the Act (persons entitled to
sign a recall petition),
and must as soon as reasonably practicable after giving such notice give a copy of it to the MP to
whom the petition relates.

(2) Different days and hours may be specified under paragraph (1) for different petition signing
places.

Availability for signing the petition
15.—(1) The petition officer must ensure that the petition is available for signing at each petition
signing place—
(a) on each working day throughout the signing period(b); and
(b) between the hours of 9am and Spm on each of those days.

(2) In addition to the requirements set out in paragraph (1), the petition officer must make
reasonable provision for the availability of the petition for signing at other times during the
signing period.

Allotment of petition signing places

16. The petition officer must allot a petition signing place to each person entitled to sign the
petition in such manner as appears to the petition officer to be most convenient for that person
(“the allotted petition signing place”).

(a) 1980 c. 44.
(b) See section 22(1) of the Act for the definition of working day.
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Appointment of petition assistants

17.—(1) The petition officer must appoint and pay a petition clerk to attend at each petition
signing place and may appoint such persons as assistants to the petition clerk as the officer
considers necessary for the purposes of the petition, but must not appoint any person who has been
employed by or on behalf of an accredited campaigner in respect of the petition(a).

(2) The petition officer may preside at a petition signing place and the provisions of these
Regulations relating to a petition clerk apply to a petition officer so presiding with the necessary
modifications.

(3) An assistant appointed to assist the petition clerk may do anything (including the asking of
questions) these Regulations require or permit the petition clerk to do except—

(a) order the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from a petition signing place;

(b) refuse to deliver a signing sheet under paragraph (3) of regulation 28 (signing procedure
in Northern Ireland) (including that paragraph as applied by regulation 29 (signing sheets
endorsed by petition clerk) or regulation 30 (tendered signing sheets)).

Issue of official petition notice

18.—(1) For the purposes of section 8 of the Act (notice of petition to be sent to registered
electors) the petition officer must send to electors and their proxies an official petition notice in
accordance with this regulation.

(2) Where an elector has appointed a proxy to sign the petition, the petition officer must send an
official petition notice to both the elector and the elector’s proxy.

(3) An official petition notice must not be sent to a person registered, or to be registered, in
pursuance of an overseas elector’s declaration.

(4) An elector’s official petition notice must be sent or delivered to the elector’s qualifying
address.

(5) A proxy’s official petition notice must be sent or delivered to the address which—
(a) is shown as the proxy’s address in the list of proxies; or

(b) in the case of a proxy for an elector with an anonymous entry in a register maintained by
the Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland, would be so shown but for regulation
56(4) (absent signing lists: Northern Ireland).

(6) The official petition notice must—

(a) 1in respect of electors who may sign the petition in person, be in the form set out in Form
D in Schedule 2;

(b) in respect of electors who may sign the petition by post, be in the form set out in Form E
in Schedule 2;

(c) in respect of a proxy who may sign the petition in person, be in the form set out in Form
F in Schedule 2; and

(d) in respect of a proxy who may sign the petition by post, be in the form set out in Form G
in Schedule 2.

(7) The official petition notice must set out—
(a) the name of the MP who has become subject to the petition process;
(b) the name of the constituency of that MP;
(c) the recall petition condition that has been met in relation to that MP;
(d) the elector’s name, qualifying address and number on the register;

(e) the dates of the beginning and end of the signing period;

(a) Accredited campaigner is defined in Part 5 of Schedule 3 to the Act.
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(f) the situation of the elector’s petition signing place allotted to them under regulation 16
(allotment of petition signing place) and the days and hours during which the petition will
be available for signing at that place;

(g) such other information as the petition officer considers appropriate.

(8) Different information may be provided under paragraph (7)(d), (f) and (g) to different
electors or descriptions of electors.

(9) In the case of an elector with an anonymous entry, instead of containing the matters
mentioned in paragraph (7)(d) the official petition notice must only include the elector’s number
in the register.

Equipment at petition signing place

19.—(1) The petition officer must provide each petition clerk with such ballot boxes and signing
sheets as in the petition officer’s opinion are necessary for the conduct of the petition.

(2) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the signing sheets can be put in it, but cannot be
withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked (if it has a lock), or without breaking the
petition clerk’s seal.

(3) The petition officer must provide each petition signing place with—
(a) materials to enable persons to sign the signing sheets;

(b) copies of the register, or such part of it, which lists the persons entitled to sign the petition
at that place;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the petition corresponding to the register or the
part of it provided under subparagraph (b);

(d) that part of the list prepared under regulation 11(1)(a) (corresponding number lists) which
contains the numbers (but not the other unique identifying marks) corresponding to those
on the signing sheets provided to the petition clerk of the petition signing place.

(4) The petition officer must also provide each petition signing place with—

(a) at least one large version of the signing sheet which must be displayed inside the petition
signing place for the assistance of persons who are partially-sighted; and

(b) a device, as considered appropriate by the petition officer, for enabling persons who are
blind or partially-sighted to sign the petition without any need for assistance from the
petition clerk or any assistant.

(5) A notice in the form set out in Form H in Schedule 2, giving directions for the guidance of
the persons in signing the petition, must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside
every petition signing place.

(6) The reference in paragraph (3)(b) to copies of the register includes a reference to copies of
any notice issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act (alteration of registers: recall petition).

Identification of secure storage

20. For each petition signing place, the petition officer must identify a suitable place where the
equipment and materials relating to the conduct of the petition at that signing place are to be held
securely during the signing period when they are not in use.

Notification of requirement of secrecy

21. The petition officer must make such arrangements as appear appropriate to the officer to
ensure that—

(a) every person attending at a signing place (otherwise than for the purpose of signing the
petition or assisting a blind person to sign the petition or as a constable on duty there) has
been given a copy in writing of the provisions of paragraphs (1), (4) and (6) of regulation
123 (requirement of secrecy); and
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(b) every person attending at the counting of the signing sheets in accordance with regulation
39 (other than any constable on duty at the counting) has been given a copy in writing of
the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (6) of regulation 123.

CHAPTER 3
The Petition

Admission to petition signing place

22.—(1) The petition clerk must exclude all persons from the petition signing place except—
(a) the petition officer;
(b) any person wishing to sign the petition;

(c) any person under the age of 18 who is accompanying a person to the petition signing
place;

(d) any person representing the Electoral Commission;
(e) any assistant appointed to attend at the petition signing place;
(f) aconstable on duty.

(2) The petition clerk may regulate the total number of persons admitted to the petition signing
place at the same time.

(3) A constable or person employed by a petition officer may be admitted to sign the petition in
person otherwise than at that person’s allotted petition signing place upon the production and
surrender of a certificate as to their employment, which must be in the form set out in Form I in
Schedule 2 and signed by an officer of police of the rank of inspector or above, or by the petition
officer (as the case may be).

(4) Any certificate surrendered under paragraph (3) must be immediately cancelled.

(5) In the application of this regulation to Northern Ireland, the reference in paragraph (3) to an
officer of police is a reference to a member of the Police Service of Northern Ireland of the rank of
chief inspector or above.

Keeping order at a petition signing place
23.—(1) It is the petition clerk’s duty to keep order at the petition signing place with regard to
the conduct of the petition.

(2) If a person misconducts themselves in a petition signing place, or fails to obey the petition
clerk’s lawful orders, they may immediately, by the petition clerk’s order, be removed from the
petition signing place—

(a) by a constable in or near that place, or

(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the petition officer to remove them,
and the person so removed must not, without the petition officer’s permission, again enter the
petition signing place at any time when the petition is available for signing there.

(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the petition signing place of
an offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a
warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this regulation must not be exercised so as to prevent a person who
is otherwise entitled to sign the petition at the petition signing place from having an opportunity to
sign the petition at that place.

Sealing of ballot boxes

24. On each day the petition is available for signing, immediately before the time the petition is
to be made available, the petition clerk must show the ballot box empty to such persons, if any, as
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are present in the petition signing place, so that they may see that it is empty, and must then lock it
up (if it has a lock) and place the petition clerk’s seal on it in such a manner as to prevent its being
opened without breaking the seal, and must place it in view of the petition clerk for the receipt of
signed signing sheets, and keep it so locked (if it has a lock) and sealed.

Questions to be put to persons signing the petition

25.—(1) At the time a person applies for a signing sheet (but not afterwards), the questions
specified in the second column of the following table may be put by the petition clerk to a person

who is mentioned in the first column (subject to paragraph (3)).

Table

Person applying for signing sheet

Questions

1. A person applying as an elector

2. A person applying as a proxy

3. A person applying as a proxy for an elector
with an anonymous entry (instead of the
questions at entry 2)

4. Person applying as proxy if the question at
entry 2(c) or 3(c) is not answered in the
affirmative

5. A person applying as an elector in relation to
whom there is an entry in the postal signers list

(a) “Are you the person registered in the
register for this petition as follows (read out the
whole entry from the register)?”

(b) “Have you already signed the petition, here
or elsewhere, otherwise than as a proxy for
some other person?”

(c) At a petition held in Northern Ireland,
“What is your date of birth?”

(a) “Are you the person whose name appears as
A.B. in the list of proxies for this petition?”

(b) “Have you already signed the petition here
or elsewhere, as a proxy on behalf of C.D.?”

(c) “Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother/sister, child or grandchild
of C.D.7”

(a) “Are you the person entitled to sign as
proxy on behalf of the elector whose number in
the register is (read out the number from the
register)?”

(b) “Have you already signed the petition, here
or elsewhere, as proxy on behalf of the elector
whose number in the register is (read out
number from the register)?”

(c) “Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother/sister, child or grandchild
of the person whose number in the register is
(read out the number from the register)?”
“Have you already signed the petition in this
constituency on behalf of two persons of whom
you are not the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother/sister, child or
grandchild?”

(a) “Did you apply to sign the petition by
post?”

(b) “Why have you not signed the petition by
post?”
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6. A person applying as proxy who is named in  (a) “Did you apply to sign the petition by post
the proxy postal signers list as proxy?”

(b) “Why have you not signed the petition by
post as proxy?”

(2) In the case of an elector in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13BC(6)
of the 1983 Act (alteration of registers: recall petition), the references in the questions at entries
1(a) and 3(a) to (c) to reading from the register must be taken as references to reading from that
notice.

(3) In the case of an anonymous elector in Northern Ireland, the questions at entry 3 do not
apply.

(4) A signing sheet must not be delivered to any person required to answer a question under
paragraph (1) unless that person has answered that question to the satisfaction of the petition clerk.

(5) Except as authorised by this regulation, no inquiry is to be permitted as to the right of any
person to sign the petition.

Challenge of person signing the petition

26. A person who is entitled to sign the petition must not be prevented from doing so unless the
person is arrested on the grounds that the person is suspected of committing or of being about to
commit an offence of personation.

Signing procedure: England and Wales and Scotland
27.—(1) A signing sheet must be delivered to a person who applies for one, and immediately
before delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the elector as stated in the copy of
the register must be called out;

(b) the number of the elector must be marked on the list mentioned in regulation 19(3)(d)
(equipment at petition signing place) beside the number of the signing sheet to be
delivered to that person;

(c) a mark must be placed in the copy of the register against the number of the elector to
denote that a signing sheet has been received but without showing the particular signing
sheet which has been received;

(d) in the case of a person applying for a signing sheet as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against the proxy’s name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, that person must show the petition
clerk his or her official petition notice and only that person’s number must be called out in
pursuance of paragraph (1)(a).

(3) In the case of an elector in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13BC(6)
of the 1983 Act, in subparagraphs (a) and (c) of paragraph (1) the reference to “copy of the
register” is to be read as “copy of the notice issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) On receiving a signing sheet the person must without undue delay—
(a) decide whether or not to sign the sheet and, if they decide to do so, sign it;

(b) fold it up and show to the petition clerk the back of the signing sheet (so as to disclose the
number and other unique identifying mark); and

(c) put the signing sheet so folded up into the ballot box in the petition clerk’s presence.

(5) The person must leave the petition signing place immediately after putting the signing sheet
into the ballot box.

(6) A person who for the purpose of signing the petition is in a petition signing place, or in a
queue outside a petition signing place, at the end of the period for which the petition is available

18



for signing on that day must (despite the fact that the period for which the petition is available for
signing on that day has ended) be entitled to apply for a signing sheet under paragraph (1), and
these Regulations apply in relation to such a person accordingly.

Signing procedure: Northern Ireland

28.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (5), a signing sheet must be delivered to a person who
applies for one and, immediately before delivery—

(a) the number and name of the elector as stated in the copy of the register must be called
out;
(b) the number of the elector must be marked on the list mentioned in regulation 19(3)(d)

(equipment at petition signing place) beside the number of the signing sheet to be
delivered to that person;

(c) a mark must be placed in the copy of the register against the number of the elector to
denote that a signing sheet has been received but without showing the particular signing
sheet which has been received;

(d) in the case of a person applying for a signing sheet as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against the proxy’s name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of an elector in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13BC(6)
of the 1983 Act, in subparagraphs (a) and (c) of paragraph (1) the reference to “copy of the
register” is to be read as “copy of the notice issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act”.

(3) A signing sheet must not be delivered to an elector unless that person has produced a
specified document to the petition clerk or assistant for inspection by them.

(4) Where a person produces a specified document, the petition clerk or assistant to whom it is
produced must deliver a signing sheet to that person unless the clerk or assistant decides that—

(a) the document; or

(b) the apparent age of that person as compared with the age according to the date supplied as
the date of the person’s birth pursuant to section 10(4A)(b), 10A(1A) or 13A(2A)(b)(a) of
the 1983 Act (information provided by the canvass or an application for registration);

raises a reasonable doubt as to whether the person is the elector or proxy whom that person
represents themselves to be.

(5) Where in such a case it is a petition clerk who so decides, the petition clerk must refuse to
deliver a signing sheet to that person.

(6) Where in such a case it is an assistant who so decides, the assistant must refer the matter and
produce the document to the petition clerk, who must proceed as if it had been to the petition clerk
that the person had produced the document in the first place.

(7) For the purposes of this regulation, a specified document is one which for the time being
falls within the list specified in rule 37(1E) of the parliamentary election rules as amended from
time to time by virtue of rule 37(1F) of those rules (voting procedure).

(8) On receiving the signing sheet the person must without undue delay—
(a) decide whether or not to sign the sheet and, if they decide to do so, sign it;

(b) fold it up and show to the petition clerk the back of the signing sheet (so as to disclose the
number and other unique identifying mark); and

(c) put the signing sheet so folded up into the ballot box in the petition clerk’s presence.

(9) The person must leave the petition signing place immediately after putting the signing sheet
into the ballot box.

(a) Sections 10(4A), 10A(1A) and 13(2A) were inserted in relation to Northern Ireland by the Electoral Fraud (Northern
Ireland) Act 2002 (c. 13), section 1(1), (2), (3)(a) and (4).
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(10) A person who for the purpose of signing the petition is in a petition signing place, or is in a
queue outside a petition signing place, at the end of the period for which the petition is available
for signing on that day must (despite the fact that the period for signing the petition on that day has
ended) be entitled to apply for a signing sheet under paragraph (1), and these Regulations apply in
relation to such a person accordingly.

(11) This regulation does not apply in relation to an elector who has an anonymous entry in a
register maintained by the Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland.

Signing sheets endorsed by petition clerk

29.—(1) If a petition clerk is satisfied that a person wishes to sign the petition but is unable to
sign the signing sheet on the ground of—

(a) blindness or other disability, or
(b) inability to read,

the petition clerk may endorse that person’s signing sheet to indicate that the person was unable to
sign the signing sheet as a result of their disability but wishes to sign the petition and for their
signing sheet to be included in the final count.

(2) The endorsement of the signing sheet in accordance with paragraph (1) is to be made by the
petition clerk either in writing or by an official stamp on the front of the signing sheet in
accordance with directions provided by the petition officer.

(3) Paragraphs (3) to (7) of regulation 28 (signing procedure: Northern Ireland) apply in the case
of a person who applies under paragraph (1), as they apply in the case of a person who applies
under regulation 28(1), but reading references to delivering a signing sheet to a person as
references to endorsing a signing sheet.

(4) The name and number in the register of every person who signs the petition in accordance
with this regulation must be entered on a list (“list of persons with disabilities assisted by the
petition clerk™).

(5) In the case of a person signing as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered on the list
referred to in paragraph (4) together with the elector’s name must be the elector’s number.

(6) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13BC(6) of
the 1983 Act (alteration of registers: recall petition), paragraph (4) above applies as if for “in the
register of every person” there were substituted “relating to every person in respect of whom a
notice has been issued under section13BC(6) of the 1983 Act”.

Tendered signing sheets

30.—(1) In the following cases a person is entitled to sign a petition signing sheet (referred to in
these Regulations as a “tendered signing sheet”) in the same manner as any other person signing
the petition if—

(a) in cases 1 to 5, the person satisfactorily answers the questions permitted by law to be
asked at the petition signing place;

(b) in case 6, the person satisfactorily answers the questions permitted by law to be asked at
the petition signing place other than the question at entry 1(c) in the table in regulation 25
(questions to be put to persons signing the petition).

(2) Case 1 is that a person representing themselves to be—
(a) a particular elector named in the register and not named in the postal signers list, or
(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for an elector and not entitled to
sign the petition by post as proxy,
applies for a signing sheet after another person has signed the petition in person either as the
elector or the elector’s proxy.
(3) Case 2 is that—
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(a) a person applies for a signing sheet representing themselves to be a particular elector
named in the register;

(b) that person is also named in the postal signers list; and
(c) that person claims that they did not make an application to sign the petition by post.
(4) Case 3 is that—

(a) a person applies for a signing sheet representing themselves to be a particular person
named as a proxy in the list of proxies;

(b) that person is also named in the proxy postal signers list, and

(c) that person claims that they did not make an application to sign the petition by post as
proxy.
(5) Case 4 is that before the end of the signing period but after the last time at which a person

may apply for a replacement postal signing sheet under regulation 96 or 97 (lost postal signing
sheets), a person represents themselves to be—

(a) a particular elector named in the register who is also named in the postal signers list, or
(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies who is also named in the proxy
postal signers list,
and claims that they have lost or not received their postal signing sheet.
(6) Case 5 is that—
(a) aperson applies for a signing sheet for a petition in Northern Ireland, and

(b) there has been a refusal to deliver a signing sheet to that person under paragraph (5) of
regulation 28 (including that paragraph as applied by regulation 29 (signing sheets
endorsed by petition clerk).

(7) Case 6 is that—
(a) aperson applies for a signing sheet for a petition in Northern Ireland, and
(b) the person fails to answer the question at entry 1(c) in the table in regulation 25.

(8) Paragraphs (3) to (7) of regulation 28 (signing procedure: Northern Ireland) apply in the case
of a person entitled to sign a tendered signing sheet as they apply in the case of a person who
applies for a signing sheet under regulation 28(1).

(9) A tendered signing sheet must—
(a) be of a colour differing from the other signing sheets;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the petition clerk and endorsed by that
clerk with the name of the person signing the petition and that person’s number in the
register and set aside in a separate packet.

(10) The name of the person and that person’s number in the register must be entered on a list
(the “tendered signing list”) and the person must sign the list opposite the entry relating to them.

(11) In the case of a person signing the petition as proxy for an elector, the number to be
endorsed or entered together with the elector’s name must be the elector’s number.

(12) This regulation applies to an elector who has an anonymous entry as if—
(a) in paragraph (9)(b) the reference to the name of the person signing the petition is omitted;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named in a register or list were a reference to a person
whose number appears in the register or list (as the case may be).

(13) This regulation applies in the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued
under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act (alteration of registers: recall petition) as if—

(a) in paragraphs (2)(a), (3)(a) and (5)(a) for “named in the register” there were substituted
“in respect of whom a notice under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act has been issued”;

(b) in paragraph (9)(b) and (10) for “that person’s number in the register” there were
substituted “the number relating to that person on a notice issued under section 13BC(6)
of the 1983 Act”.
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(14) This regulation does not apply in relation to an elector who has an anonymous entry in a
register maintained by the Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland.

Refusal to deliver signing sheet: Northern Ireland

31.—(1) This regulation applies where a petition clerk refuses to deliver a signing sheet under
regulation 28(5) (including that paragraph as applied by regulation 29 (signing sheets endorsed by
the petition officer) or regulation 30 (tendered signing sheets).

(2) The refusal may be subject to review on a recall petition complaint but, subject to that, is
final and may not be questioned in any proceedings whatsoever.

Spoilt signing sheets

32. A person who has inadvertently dealt with their signing sheet in such manner that it cannot
be conveniently used as a signing sheet may, on delivering it to the petition clerk and proving to
the clerk’s satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another signing sheet in the place of the
signing sheet so delivered, and the spoilt signing sheet must be immediately cancelled.

Daily verification and storage

33.—(1) The petition officer must ensure that at the end of each day for which the petition is
available for signing—

(a) the seal of the ballot box is broken and a tally of the number of signing sheets removed
from the ballot box is made against the number of sheets that were delivered by the
petition clerk that day under regulation 28 (signing procedure: England and Wales and
Scotland) or regulation 29 (signing procedure: Northern Ireland); and

(b) the signing sheet account for that day is completed (“daily signing sheet account”)
showing the number of signing sheets delivered that day and accounting for them under
the heads of—

(i) signing sheets delivered and accounted for;
(i1) signing sheets delivered and not accounted for;
(iii) spoilt signing sheets; and
(iv) tendered signing sheets.
(2) The petition officer may direct the petition clerk to—

(a) undertake the daily verification procedure prescribed in paragraph (1) (“daily verification
procedure”); or

(b) arrange for the transportation of the ballot box and other materials used for conducting
the petition to the petition officer for the daily verification procedure to be undertaken by
that officer.

(3) Where the petition clerk is directed to undertake the daily verification procedure under
paragraph (2)(a), the directions must contain a provision that requires another person appointed by
the petition officer to be present during the opening of the ballot box and the verification of the
signing sheets.

(4) If an appointed person referred to in paragraph (3) is not available for the purposes of that
paragraph then the petition clerk must ensure that the ballot box, daily signing sheet account and
any other materials needed for the purposes of undertaking the daily verification procedure, are
transported to the petition officer as directed by that officer for that purpose.

(5) The petition officer must provide directions to the petition clerk about the storage and
transportation of materials used for conducting the petition, during the signing period, including in
particular—

(a) unused signing sheets issued by the petition officer for that petition signing place;

(b) signing sheets delivered during the signing period and placed in the ballot box;
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(c) spoilt signing sheets;

(d) tendered signing sheets;

(e) the daily signing sheet accounts;
(f) the corresponding number lists.

(6) Where the petition officer receives any signing sheets and other materials by virtue of
paragraph (2)(b) or (4), subject to paragraph (7) that officer must ensure they are kept in a secure
place until the end of the signing period.

(7) Where the petition officer receives any signing sheets and other materials by virtue of
paragraph (2)(b) or (4), that officer must ensure that the completed daily sheet account and
materials used for conducting the petition are returned to the petition signing place so that the
petition is available for signing on the next working day.

(8) No person may be present during the daily verification procedure other than—
(a) the petition officer;
(b) any assistants appointed by the petition officer;
(c) any petition clerk;

(d) any representative of the Electoral Commission.

Reporting discrepancies

34. Where the petition clerk identifies any discrepancies between the number of signing sheets
removed from the ballot box and the number of signing sheets delivered by the petition clerk for
that day the petition clerk must immediately report the discrepancy to the petition officer.

Correction of errors during the signing period

35. The petition clerk must keep a list of persons to whom signing sheets are delivered in
consequence of any alteration to the register of parliamentary electors made by virtue of section
13BC(6) of the 1983 Act which takes effect during the signing period (“list of alterations to the
register”).

Adjournment of petition in case of riot

36.—(1) Where the proceedings at any petition signing place are interrupted or obstructed by
riot or open violence, the petition clerk must adjourn the proceedings until the following working
day and must as soon as reasonably practicable give notice to the petition officer of that fact.

(2) Where the proceedings are adjourned under paragraph (1)—

(a) the signing period must be extended by the number of working days which were subject
to an adjournment during the signing period;

(b) the hours of signing on the day or days to which it was adjourned must be the same as for
the original day or days; and

(c) references in these Regulations to the end of the signing period must be construed
accordingly.

Procedure on close of petition

37.—(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after the end of the signing period, the petition clerk
must, in the presence of another person appointed by the petition officer, make up into separate
packets, sealed with his own seal, the following documents which are located at the petition
signing place at the end of the signing period—

(a) the signing sheets delivered during the signing period which were placed in and
subsequently retrieved from the ballot box as part of the daily verification procedure;

(b) unused and spoilt signing sheets placed together;
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(c) the tendered signing sheets;

(d) the marked copies of the register (including any marked copy notices issued under section
13BC(6) of the 1983 Act) and copies of the list of proxies marked in accordance with
these Regulations;

(e) the lists prepared under regulation 11 (corresponding number lists), including the parts
which were completed in accordance with regulation 27(1)(b) or regulation 28(1)(b) (the
“completed corresponding number lists”);

(f) the certificates as to employment on duty during the signing period.

(2) The petition clerk must record the number of signing sheets issued by the petition officer for
that petition signing place together with a record of those sheets delivered by the petition clerk
under these Regulations for the purpose of signing the petition including any spoilt and tendered
signing sheets (“final signing sheet account”).

(3) The packets referred to in paragraph (1), together with the daily signing sheet accounts and
the final signing sheet account, must be delivered by the petition clerk or caused to be delivered to
the petition officer; but if the packets are not delivered by the petition clerk personally to the
petition officer, the arrangements for their delivery require the petition officer’s approval.

(4) The marked copies of the register and of the list of proxies must be in one packet but must
not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates as to
employment on duty during the signing period.

(5) Where the petition officer has received any signing sheets or other materials by virtue of
regulation 33(2)(b) or (4) during the signing period, that officer must as soon as reasonably
practicable after the end of the signing period, for each petition signing place, make up into
separate packets, sealed with their own seal, the following documents—

(a) the signing sheets delivered during the signing period which were placed in and
subsequently retrieved from the ballot box as part of the daily verification procedure;

(b) the spoilt signing sheets;
(c) the tendered signing sheets.
CHAPTER 4

Counting Signing Sheets

Attendance at counting of signatures

38.—(1) No person other than—
(a) the petition officer,
(b) any assistants of the petition officer, and
(c) a person who is entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6C of PPERA 2000
(attendance of Electoral Commission and accredited observers at elections etc),
may be present at the counting of the signing sheets, unless permitted by the petition officer to
attend.

(2) A person not entitled to attend at the counting of the signing sheets must not be permitted to
do so by the petition officer unless the petition officer is satisfied that the efficient counting of the
signing sheets will not be impeded.

The count

39.—(1) The petition officer must take reasonable steps to begin counting the signatures given
on the signing sheets as soon as practicable after the end of the signing period and, in any event,
no later than one day after the end of that period.

(2) The petition officer must in the presence of any person mentioned in regulation 38
(attendance at counting of signatures) who attends the count—
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(a) count and record the number of signing sheets received by virtue of regulation 33(2)(b) or
(4) (daily verification) and regulation 37(3) (procedure on close of petition);

(b) verify the final signing sheet account for each petition signing place;

(c) count such of the postal signing sheets as have been duly returned and record the number
counted.

(3) In relation to a petition in England and Wales or Scotland, a postal signing sheet must not be
taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) it is returned in accordance with regulation 99 (alternative means of returning postal
signing sheets, postal petition statements and declarations of identity);

(b) it is accompanied by the postal petition statement, duly signed, and reaches the petition
officer or a petition signing place before the end of the signing period;

(c) the postal petition statement states the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case
may be); and

(d) the petition officer has verified the date of birth and signature of the elector or proxy (as
the case may be) in accordance with regulation 107 (procedure in relation to postal
petition statements).

(4) A postal signing sheet or postal petition statement that reaches the petition officer or a
petition signing place after the end of the signing period is to be treated for the purposes of
paragraph (3) as reaching that officer or place before the end of the signing period if it is delivered
by a person who, at the end of the signing period, is in the petition signing place, or in a queue
outside the petition signing place, for the purpose of returning it.

(5) In relation to a petition in Northern Ireland, a postal signing sheet must not be taken to be
duly returned unless—

(a) itis returned in accordance with regulation 99;

(b) it is returned in the proper envelope so as to reach the petition officer before the end of
the signing period and is accompanied by the declaration of identity duly signed, and

(c) in the case of an elector, that declaration of identity states the date of birth of the elector,
and the petition officer is satisfied that the date stated corresponds with the date supplied
as the date of the elector’s birth pursuant to section 10(4A)(b), 10A(1A)(b) or
13A(2A)(b) of the 1983 Act.

(6) In the case of an elector in Northern Ireland, unless section 10(4B), 10A(1B) or 13A(2B) of
the 1983 Act applies, the declaration of identity referred to in paragraph (5) must be taken not to
be duly signed unless the petition officer is satisfied that the signature on the declaration
corresponds with the signature supplied as the elector’s signature pursuant to section 10(4A)(a),
10A(1A)(a) or 13A(2A)(a) of that Act.

(7) The petition officer must not count any tendered signing sheets.

(8) The petition officer, while counting and recording the number of signing sheets and counting
the signatures, must keep the signing sheets with their faces upwards and take all proper
precautions for preventing any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks
printed on the back of the sheets.

(9) The petition officer must verify the final signing sheet accounts for each petition signing
place by comparing them with the number of signing sheets recorded by him or her, and the
unused and spoilt signing sheets in his or her possession and the tendered signing list (opening and
resealing the packets containing the unused and spoilt signing sheets and the tendered signing list)
and must draw up a statement as to the result of the verification (“verification of signing sheet
accounts”).

Rejected signing sheets

40.—(1) Any signing sheet which—

(a) does not bear the official mark, or
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(b) is unmarked or void for uncertainty,
must, subject paragraph (2), be taken to be void and not counted.
(2) A signing sheet on which the signature is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place, or
(b) otherwise than by means of a signature, or
(c) by more than one mark,
must not for such reason be taken to be void if an intention to sign the petition clearly appears.

(3) The petition officer must endorse the word “rejected” on any signing sheet which under this
regulation is not counted.

(4) The petition officer must draw up a statement showing the number of signing sheets rejected
(“statement of rejected signing sheets”) under either or both heads of—

(a) want of official mark;

(b) unmarked or void for uncertainty.

Decisions on signing sheets

41. The decision of the petition officer on any question arising in respect of any signing sheet
may be subject to review on a recall petition complaint but, subject to that, is final and may not be
questioned in any proceedings whatsoever.

Public notice of outcome of petition
42. The public notice given by the petition officer under section 14(2)(c) of the Act
(determination of whether recall petition successful) must include—
(a) the name and constituency of the MP to whom the petition related;
(b) the details relating to the recall condition which was met in relation to that MP;
(c) the beginning and end dates of the signing period for the petition;

(d) whether or not in accordance with section 14(3) of the Act (determination of whether
recall petition successful) the petition was successful;

(e) the number of eligible registered electors;
(f) the number and percentage of eligible registered electors who validly signed the petition;

(g) the number of rejected signing sheets under each head shown in the statement of rejected
signing sheets.

CHAPTER 4

Disposal of Documents

Sealing up of signing sheets
43.—(1) On the completion of the counting of the signing sheets, the petition officer must seal
up in separate packets the counted and rejected signing sheets.
(2) The petition officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered signing sheets;
(b) the completed corresponding number lists;
(c) certificates as to employment on duty during the petition period; or

(d) marked copies of the register (including any marked copy notices issued under section
13BC(6) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.
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Delivery of documents to the registration officer: England and Wales and Northern Ireland

44.—(1) The petition officer must forward to the registration officer the following documents—
(a) the packets of signing sheets,

(b) the daily signing sheet accounts, the final signing sheet accounts, the statement of rejected
signing sheets and the verification of the signing sheets accounts,

(c) the tendered signing lists, the lists of persons with disabilities assisted by the petition
clerk, and the list of alterations to the register,

(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists,
(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty during the signing period,

(f) the packets containing marked copies of the register (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal signers list, of lists of
proxies and of the proxy postal signers list,

(g) such other documents relating to the petition as the petition officer considers appropriate,

endorsing on each packet a description of its contents, the dates of the signing period of the
petition to which it relates and the name of the constituency in relation to which the petition was
held.

(2) Paragraph (1)(f) does not apply in relation to a petition for a constituency in Northern
Ireland, but the petition officer for such a petition must instead endorse on each packet
containing—

(a) marked copies of the registers,
(b) the postal signers list,

(c) the proxy postal signers list, and
(d) lists of proxies,

a description of its contents, the dates of the signing period of the petition to which it relates and
the name of the constituency in relation to which the petition was held.

(3) In this regulation and in regulations 45 and 46, a reference to “the registration officer” is a
reference to—

(a) for England and Wales—

(1) the registration officer of the local authority in whose area the constituency of the
MP to whom the petition related is situated, or

(i1) if the constituency includes any part of the area of more than one local authority, the
registration officer of the local authority in whose area the greatest number of
electors is registered;

(b) for Northern Ireland, the Clerk of the Crown for Northern Ireland.

Orders for production of documents: England and Wales and Northern Ireland

45.—(1) An order may be made by the bodies and in the circumstances described in paragraph
2)—
(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected signing sheets in the custody of the
registration officer;

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or of
certificates as to employment on duty during the period of the petition;

(c) the inspection of any counted signing sheets in the custody of the registration officer.
(2) Those bodies and circumstances are—
(a) the House of Commons;

(b) if satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required for the purpose of instituting or
maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to a petition, any court;
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(c) any court considering a recall petition complaint.

(3) An order under this regulation may be made subject to such conditions as the body making
the order thinks expedient as to—

(a) persons;

(b) time;

(c) place and mode of inspection;
(d) production or opening.

(4) In making and carrying into effect an order under this regulation the signature of any person
must not be disclosed until it has been proved—

(a) that their signature was given; and

(b) that their signature has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
(5) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of the county court under this regulation.
(6) Any power given under this regulation—

(a) to the High Court or, except in Northern Ireland, to the county court, may be exercised by
any judge of the court otherwise than in open court; and

(b) in Northern Ireland to a county court, may be exercised in such manner as may be
provided by rules of court.

(7) Where an order is made for the production by the registration officer of any document in
their possession relating to any specified petition—

(a) the production by the registration officer or their agent of the document ordered in such
manner as may be directed by that order is to be conclusive evidence that the document
relates to the specified petition; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of signing sheets so produced is to be prima facie
evidence that the signing sheets are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(8) The production from proper custody of—
(a) asigning sheet purporting to have been used at any petition, and

(b) a completed corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the
number of the signing sheet,

is to be prima facie evidence that the elector whose signature was given by that signing sheet was
the person whose entry in the register (or on a notice issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983
Act) at the time of the petition contained the same number as the number written as mentioned in
subparagraph (b).

(9) Save as provided by this regulation, no person is to be allowed to inspect any rejected or
counted signing sheet in the possession of the registration officer or to open any sealed packets of
the completed corresponding number lists or of certificates.

Retention of documents: England and Wales and Northern Ireland

46. The registration officer must retain for a year all documents relating to a petition forwarded
to them in pursuance of these Regulations by a petition officer, and then, unless otherwise directed
by order of the House of Commons or any court, must cause them to be destroyed.

Retention and disposal of documents: Scotland

47.—(1) This regulation applies to petitions for a constituency in Scotland.

(2) The petition officer must retain for a year the documents referred to in regulation 44(1)
(delivery of documents to the registration officer) and then, unless otherwise directed by order of
the House of Commons, the Court of Session or the sheriff, must cause them to be destroyed.

(3) Regulation 45 is to apply but in the application of that regulation a reference to—

(a) “registration officer” is to be read as “petition officer”;
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(b) “High Court” is to be read as “Court of Session”; and

(c) ““county court” or any judge of a county court, is to be read as “the sheriff”.

Access to marked registers

48. Schedule 3 (access to marked registers after a petition) is to have effect.

PART 4

ABSENT SIGNERS
CHAPTER 1

Entitlement to Absent Signing

Interpretation

49. In this Part—
(a) “Schedule 4” means Schedule 4 to the 2000 Act (absent voting in Great Britain);

(b) one person is “related” to another if he or she is the spouse or civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild of the other.

Entitlement to sign by post or proxy

50.—(1) A person is entitled to sign a petition by post if that person—

(a) 1is entitled to sign the petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act (entitlement to sign a
recall petition); and

(b) before the cut-off day(a), has been granted an application under paragraph 3(1) of
Schedule 4 (absent vote at elections for definite or indefinite period) to vote by post at
parliamentary elections and is included in the postal voters list under paragraph 5(2) of
that Schedule (absent voters list).

(2) Subject to paragraph (5), a person is entitled to sign a petition by proxy if that person—
(a) 1is entitled to sign the petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act; and

(b) before the cut-off day, has been granted an application under paragraph 3(2) of Schedule
4 to vote by proxy at parliamentary elections and is included in the list of proxies under
paragraph 5(3) of that Schedule.

(3) A person is also entitled to sign a petition by post or, as the case may be, by proxy if that
person—

(a) is entitled to sign the petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act; and

(b) before the cut-off day, has been granted an application under section 6(1) of the 1985 Act
(absent vote at elections for an indefinite period) to vote by post or to vote by proxy for
an indefinite period and is shown in the record referred to in subsection (3) of that section
of those whose applications have been granted under subsection (1) of that section.

(4) Where a person has been granted an application under paragraph 3(1) of Schedule 4 to vote
by post for a definite period and that period expires during the signing period of a particular
petition, that definite period is deemed to continue until the end of the signing period for the
purposes of enabling that person to sign the petition by post, unless that person applies to have
their name removed from the postal voters list made under paragraph 5(2) of that Schedule before
Spm on the eleventh day before the last day of the signing period of that petition.

(a) The cut-off day is defined in section 10(4)(a) of the Act as the third working day before the beginning of the signing period.
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(5) Where a person has been granted an application under paragraph 3(2) of Schedule 4 to vote
by proxy for a definite period and that period expires during the signing period for a particular
petition, that entitlement to vote by proxy comes to an end on the expiry of that definite period.

Absent signing at any petition for a definite or an indefinite period: England and Wales and
Scotland

51.—(1) Where a person applies to the registration officer to sign any petition by post (whether
for an indefinite period or for a particular period specified in that person’s application), the
registration officer must grant the application if—

(a) the officer is satisfied that the applicant is or will be entitled to sign a petition by virtue of
section 10 of the Act;

(b) the officer is satisfied that the applicant has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to that person under regulation 16 (allotment of petition signing places);
and

(c) the application contains the applicant’s signature and date of birth and meets the
requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(2) Where a person applies to the registration officer to sign any petition by proxy (whether for
an indefinite period or for a particular period specified in their application), the registration officer
must grant the application if—

(a) the officer is satisfied that the applicant is eligible to sign the petition by proxy (in
accordance with paragraph (3));

(b) the officer is satisfied that the applicant has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to that person under regulation 16;

(c) the officer is satisfied that the applicant is or will be entitled to sign the petition by virtue
of section 10 of the Act; and

(d) the application contains the applicant’s signature and date of birth and meets the
requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(3) For the purposes of this regulation a person is eligible to sign the petition by proxy if that
person—

(a) is or will be registered in the register of parliamentary electors as a service voter;
(b) has an anonymous entry in the register of parliamentary electors;
(c) cannot reasonably be expected—

(i) to go in person to the petition signing place allotted or likely to be allotted to that
person under regulation 16 (allotment of petition signing place), or

(i1) to sign the petition unaided there,
by reason of blindness or other disability;

(d) cannot reasonably be expected to go in person to that petition signing place by reason of
the general nature of that person’s occupation, service or employment or that of their
spouse or civil partner, or by reason of their attendance on a course provided by an
educational institution or that of their spouse or civil partner;

(e) cannot go in person from their qualifying address to that petition signing place without
making a journey by air or sea; or

(f) is or will be registered in the register of parliamentary electors in pursuance of an
overseas electors declaration.

(4) The registration officer must keep a record of those whose applications under this regulation
have been granted showing—

(a) whether the applications were to sign the petition by post or proxy for an indefinite or a
particular period (specifying that period),
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(b) in the case of those who may sign the petition by post, the addresses provided by them in
their applications as the addresses to which their signing sheets are to be sent, and

(c) in the case of those who may sign the petition by proxy, the names and addresses of those
appointed as their proxies.

(5) The registration officer must remove a person from the record—
(a) if that person applies to the registration officer to be removed;

(b) 1in the case of a person who is eligible to sign the petition by proxy by virtue of having an
anonymous entry, if that person ceases to have an anonymous entry;

(c) in the case of any person in the register of parliamentary electors, if that person ceases to
be so registered or registered at the same qualifying address;

(d) in the case of any person shown in the record as being eligible to sign the petition by
proxy, if the registration officer gives notice that he or she has reason to believe there has
been a material change of circumstances;

(e) in the case of a person who applied to sign the petition by post for a particular period,
once that period has expired or, where paragraph (9) applies, at the end of the signing
period;

(f) in the case of a person who applied to sign the petition by proxy for a particular period,
once that period has expired.

(6) A person shown in the record under kept under paragraph (4) as being entitled to sign the
petition by post may subsequently alter their choice by applying to the registration officer to sign
the petition by proxy instead (whether for an indefinite period or for a particular period specified
in his application); and, if the registration officer would be required to grant that application if it
were one made under paragraph (2), the registration officer must amend the record accordingly.

(7) A person shown in the record as being entitled to sign the petition by proxy may
subsequently alter his choice by applying to the registration officer to sign the petition by post
instead (whether for an indefinite period or for a particular period specified in his application);
and, if the application meets the requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part, the registration officer
must amend the record accordingly.

(8) The registration officer may dispense with the requirement under paragraph (1)(c) or (2)(d)
for the applicant to provide a signature if he or she is satisfied that the applicant is unable—

(a) to provide a signature because of any disability the applicant has,
(b) to provide a signature because the applicant is unable to read or write, or
(c) tosign in a consistent and distinctive way because of any such disability or inability.

(9) Where a person has been granted an application under paragraph (1) to sign the petition by
post for a definite period and that period expires during the signing period for a particular petition,
that definite period is deemed to continue until the end of the signing period for the purposes of
enabling that person to sign the petition by post, unless that person applies to have their name
removed from the record kept under paragraph (4).

Absent signing at any petition for an indefinite period: Northern Ireland

52.—(1) Where a person applies to the registration officer to sign any petition by post or by
proxy, for an indefinite period, the registration officer must grant the application (subject to
paragraph (8)) if—

(a) the officer is satisfied that the applicant is entitled to sign a petition by virtue of section
10 of the Act;

(b) the officer is satisfied that the applicant has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to that person under regulation 16;

(c) the application states the applicant’s date of birth and the registration officer is satisfied
that the date stated corresponds with the date supplied as the date of the applicant’s birth
pursuant to section 10(4A)(b), 10A(1A)(b) or 13A(2A)(b) of the 1983 Act;
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(d) the application is signed and (unless section 10(4B), 10A(1B) or 13A(2B) of the 1983
Act applies) the registration officer is satisfied that the signature on the application
corresponds with the signature supplied as the applicant’s signature pursuant to section
10(4A)(a), 10A(1A)(a) or 13A(2A)(a) of the 1983 Act;

(e) the application either states the applicant’s national insurance number or states that the
applicant does not have one, and the registration officer is satisfied as mentioned in
paragraph (2) below;

(f) the application meets the requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part; and

(g) in the case of an application to sign the petition by proxy, the officer is satisfied that the
applicant is eligible (in accordance with paragraph (4)) to sign the petition by proxy for
an indefinite period.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(e), the registration officer must be satisfied—

(a) if the application states a national insurance number, that the requirements of paragraph
(3) below are met; or

(b) if the application states that the applicant does not have a national insurance number, that
no such number was supplied as the applicant’s national insurance number pursuant to
section 10(4A)(c)(i), 10A(1A)(c)(i) or 13A(2A)(c)(i) of the 1983 Act.

(3) The requirements of this paragraph are met if—

(a) the number stated as mentioned in paragraph (2)(a) is the same as the one supplied as the
applicant’s national insurance number pursuant to section 10(4A)(c)(i), 10A(1A)(c)(i) or
13A(2A)(c)() of the 1983 Act; or

(b) no national insurance number was supplied under any of those provisions, but the
registration officer is not aware of any reason to doubt the authenticity of the application.

(4) For the purposes of this regulation, a person is eligible to sign a petition by proxy for an
indefinite period if that person—

(a) is or will be registered as a service voter;
(b) has an anonymous entry in the register of electors for a parliamentary election;
(c) cannot reasonably be expected—

(i) to go in person to the signing place allotted or likely to be allotted to them under
regulation 16 (allotment of petition signing places), or

(i1) to sign the petition unaided there,
by reason of blindness or other disability;

(d) cannot reasonably be expected to go in person to that petition signing place by reason of
the general nature of their occupation, service or employment or that of their spouse or
civil partner or by reason of their attendance on a course provided by an educational
institution or that of their spouse or civil partner;

(e) cannot go in person from their qualifying address to that petition signing place without
making a journey by air or sea; or

(f) is or will be registered in the register of parliamentary electors in pursuance of an
overseas electors declaration.

(5) The registration officer must keep a record of those whose applications under this regulation
have been granted showing—

(a) in the case of those who may sign a petition by post, the addresses provided by them in
their applications as the addresses to which their signing sheets are to be sent, and

(b) in the case of those who may sign a petition by proxy, the names and addresses of those
appointed as their proxies.

(6) The registration officer must remove a person from the record kept under paragraph (5)—

(a) if that person applies to the registration officer to be removed;
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(b) in the case of a person who is eligible to sign the petition by proxy by virtue of having an
anonymous entry, if that person ceases to have an anonymous entry;

(c) in the case of any person registered in the register of parliamentary electors, if that person
ceases to be registered or registered at the same qualifying address; or

(d) if the registration officer gives notice that he or she has reason to believe there has been a
material change of circumstances.

(7) A person shown in the record kept under paragraph (5) as being eligible to sign a petition by
post or by proxy (as the case may be) may subsequently alter their choice (subject to paragraph
(8)) on an application to the registration officer that meets the requirements of Chapter 2 of this
Part and the registration officer must amend the record accordingly.

(8) A person applying to sign a petition by post must provide an address in the United Kingdom
as the address to which that person’s signing sheet is to be sent.

Absent signing at a particular petition: England and Wales and Scotland

53.—(1) Where a person applies to the registration officer to sign a particular petition by post,
the officer must grant the application if—

(a) the officer is satisfied that the applicant is or will be entitled to sign the petition in
accordance with section 10 of the Act (entitlement to sign a recall petition);

(b) the officer is satisfied that the applicant has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to them under regulation 16; and

(c) the application contains the applicant’s signature and date of birth and meets the
requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(2) Where a person applies to the registration officer to sign a particular petition by proxy, the
officer must grant the application if—

(a) the officer is satisfied that the applicant’s circumstances during the signing period will be,
or are likely to be, such that the applicant cannot reasonably be expected to sign in person
at the petition signing place allotted or likely to be, allotted to that person under
regulation 16 (allotment of petition signing places);

(b) the officer is satisfied that the applicant is or will be entitled to sign the petition in
accordance with section 10 of the Act;

(c) the officer is satisfied that the applicant has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to them under regulation 16; and

(d) the application contains the applicant’s signature and date of birth and meets the
requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(3) Where a person who has an anonymous entry in the register, applies to the registration
officer to sign a particular petition by proxy, the registration officer must grant the application if—

(a) the officer is satisfied that the applicant has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to them under regulation 16; and

(b) it meets the requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(4) Nothing in paragraphs (1) to (3) applies to a person who is included in the record kept under
regulation 51(4) (absent signing at any petition for a definite or indefinite period: England and
Wales and Scotland) or in the record kept under paragraph 3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4, but if such a
person is shown in any of those records as being entitled to sign the petition by post or voting by
post (as the case may be) the person may, in respect of a particular petition, apply to the
registration officer—

(a) for that person’s signing sheet to be sent to a different address from that shown in the
record, or

(b) to sign the petition by proxy.
(5) The registration officer must grant an application under paragraph (4) if—

(a) it meets the requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part, and
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(b)

in the case of an application to sign the petition by proxy, the officer is satisfied that the
applicant’s circumstances during the signing period will or are likely to be such that the
applicant cannot reasonably be expected to sign the petition in person at the petition
signing place allotted or likely to be allotted to that person in accordance with regulation
16 (allotment of petition signing places).

(6) The registration officer may dispense with the requirement under paragraph (1)(c) or (2)(d)
for the applicant to provide a signature if the officer is satisfied that the applicant is unable—

(a)
(b)
(c)

to provide a signature because of any disability the applicant has;
to provide a signature because the applicant is unable to read or write; or

to sign in a consistent and distinctive way because of any such disability or inability.

Absent signing at a particular petition: Northern Ireland

54.—(1) Where a person applies to the registration officer to sign a particular petition by post, or
to sign that petition by proxy, the registration officer must grant the application (subject to
paragraph (4)) if—

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

()

€3]

in the case of a proxy application, the officer is satisfied that the applicant’s
circumstances during the signing period will be or are likely to be such that the person
cannot reasonably be expected to sign the petition in person at the petition signing place
allotted or likely to be allotted to that person under regulation 16 (allotment of petition
signing place);

the officer is satisfied that the applicant is or will be entitled to sign the petition in
accordance with section 10 of the Act;

the application states the applicant’s date of birth and the registration officer is satisfied
that the date stated corresponds with the date supplied as the date of the applicant’s birth
pursuant to section 10(4A)(b), 10A(1A)(b) or 13A(2A)(b) of the 1983 Act;

the application is signed and (unless section 10(4B), 10A(1B) or 13A(2B) of the 1983
Act applies) the registration officer is satisfied that the signature on the application

corresponds with the signature supplied as the applicant’s signature pursuant to section
10(4A)(a), 10A(1A)(a) or 13A(2A)(a) of the 1983 Act;

the application either states the applicant’s national insurance number or states that he or
she does not have one, and the registration officer is satisfied as mentioned in paragraph
(2);

the officer is satisfied that the applicant has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to that person under regulation 16; and

the application meets the requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1)(e), the registration officer must be satisfied—

(a)

(b)

if the application states a national insurance number, that the requirements of paragraph
(3) are met; or

if the application states that the applicant does not have a national insurance number, that
no such number was supplied as that person’s national insurance number pursuant to
section 10(4A)(c)(i), 10A(1A)(c)(d) or 13A(2A)(c)(i) of the 1983 Act.

(3) The requirements of this paragraph are met if—

(@)

(b)

the number stated as mentioned in paragraph (2)(a) is the same as the one supplied as the
applicant’s national insurance number pursuant to section 10(4A)(c)(i), 10A(1A)(c)(i) or
13A(2A)(c)(i) of the 1983 Act; or

no national insurance number was supplied under any of those provisions, but the
registration officer is not aware of any reason to doubt the authenticity of the application.

(4) Paragraph (1) does not apply to a person who is included in the record kept under regulation
52(5) (absent signing at any petition for indefinite period: Northern Ireland) or kept in the record
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kept under section 6(3) of the 1985 Act (absent vote at elections for indefinite period), but such a
person may, in respect of a particular petition, apply to the registration officer—

(a) for that person’s signing sheet to be sent to a different address in the United Kingdom, or
(b) to sign the petition by proxy,
if that person is shown in the record so kept as signing the petition by post or proxy, or voting by
post of proxy (as the case may be).

(5) The registration officer must grant an application under paragraph (4) if it meets the
requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

Absent signers lists: England and Wales and Scotland

55.—(1) The registration officer must, in respect of each petition, keep the two lists mentioned
in paragraphs (2) and (3).

(2) The first of those lists (“the postal signers list”) is a list of—

(a) those persons who are for the time being shown in the postal voters list under paragraph
5(2) of Schedule 4, together with the addresses as shown in that list as the addresses to
which their postal ballot sheets are to be sent;

(b) those persons who are for the time being shown in the record kept under regulation 51(4)
as signing the petition by post (excluding those so shown whose applications under
regulation 53(4) to sign the petition by proxy have been granted), together with the
addresses provided by them in their applications under regulation 51 or regulation
53(4)(a) (as the case may be) as the addresses to which their signing sheets are to be sent;

(c) those persons whose applications have been granted under regulation 53(1) to sign a
particular petition by post, together with the addresses provided by them in their
application under that regulation.

(3) The second of those lists (“the list of proxies”) is a list of—

(a) those persons who are for the time being shown in the list of proxies under paragraph 5(3)
of Schedule 4,

(b) those persons who are for the time being shown in the record kept under regulation 51(4)
as being eligible to sign the petition by proxy,

(c) those persons whose applications have been granted under regulation 53(2) or (5) to sign
that petition by proxy,
together with (in each case) the names and the addresses of those appointed as their proxies.

(4) In the case of a person who has an anonymous entry in the register, the postal signers list or
list of proxies (as the case may be) must contain only—

(a) the person’s electoral number, and
(b) the period for which the anonymous entry has effect.

(5) The registration officer must, immediately on completion of list referred to in paragraphs (2)
and (3), supply to the petition officer so much of those lists as relate to the constituency to which
the petition relates.

Absent signers list: Northern Ireland

56.—(1) The registration officer must, in respect of each petition, keep the two lists mentioned
in paragraphs (2) and (3).

(2) The first of those lists (“the postal signers list”) is a list of—

(a) those persons who are for the time being shown in the record kept under regulation 52(5)
as being entitled to sign the petition by post (excluding those so shown whose
applications under regulation 54(4) to sign the petition by proxy have been granted)
together with the addresses provided by them in their application under regulation 52, or
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regulation 54(4)(a) (as the case may be) as the address to which their signing sheet is to
be sent;

(b) those persons whose applications under regulation 54(1) to sign the petition by post have
been granted, together with the addresses provided by them in their applications as the
addresses to which their signing sheets are to be sent; and

(c) those persons who are for the time being shown in the record kept under section 6(3) of
the 1985 Act as voting by post at parliamentary elections (excluding those so shown
whose applications under regulation 54(4) to sign the petition by proxy at the election
have been granted), together with the addresses provided by them in their applications
under that section or regulation 54(4)(a) (as the case may be) as the addresses to which
their signing sheet sheets are to be sent.

(3) The second of those lists (“the list of proxies™) is a list of—

(a) those persons whose applications under regulation 52 (absent signing at any petition for
an indefinite period) to sign the petition by proxy have been granted,

(b) those persons whose applications under regulation 54 (absent signing at a particular
petition) to sign the petition by proxy have been granted,

(c) those persons who are for the time being shown in the record kept under section 6(3) of
the 1985 Act (absent vote at elections for an indefinite period) as voting by proxy at
parliamentary elections,

together with (in each case) the names and addresses of those appointed as their proxies.

(4) In the case of a person who has an anonymous entry in the register of electors, the postal
signers list or list of proxies (as the case may be) must contain only—

(a) the person’s electoral number, and

(b) the period for which the anonymous entry has effect.

Proxies at petitions

57.—(1) Subject to the following provisions of this regulation, any person is capable of being
appointed proxy to sign a petition for another (the person appointing the proxy is referred to in this
regulation and regulation 58 as “the appointer”).

(2) The appointer cannot have more than one person at a time appointed as proxy to sign a
petition for him or her.

(3) A person is not capable of being appointed to sign a petition as proxy if the person—
(a) is subject to any legal incapacity (age apart) to sign a petition as an elector, and
(b) is neither a Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of the Republic of Ireland.

(4) A person is not capable of signing a petition as proxy unless before the end of the signing
period for that petition the person has attained the age of 18; but such a person may sign the
petition during the signing period notwithstanding that they may have not attained the age of 18 on
the day they sign the petition.

(5) A person is not entitled to sign any one petition as proxy on behalf of more than two persons
to whom that person is not related.

(6) Where the appointer applies to the registration officer for the appointment of a proxy to sign
the petition for him or her (whether for an indefinite period or for a particular period specified in
his application), the registration officer must make the appointment if the application meets the
requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part and the registration officer is satisfied that the appointer—

(a) is or will be entitled to sign the petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act;

(b) is or will be shown in the record kept under regulation 51(4) above as being eligible to
sign the petition by proxy or (as the case may be) in the record kept under paragraph 3(4)
of Schedule 4 as entitled to vote by proxy and the proxy is capable of being, and willing
to be, appointed to sign the petition as proxy; and
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(c) has not signed the petition at the petition signing place allotted to them under regulation
16.

(7) Where the appointer applies to the registration officer for the appointment of a proxy to sign
the petition for him or her at a particular petition the registration officer must make the
appointment if the application meets the requirements set out in Chapter 2 of this Part and the
registration officer is satisfied that the appointer—

(a) is or will be entitled to sign the petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act;

(b) is or will be eligible to sign the petition by proxy by virtue of an application under
regulation 53(2) and (3) and that the proxy is capable of being, and willing to be,
appointed to sign the petition as proxy; and

(c) has not signed the petition at the petition signing place allotted to the appointer under
regulation 16 (allotment of petition signing place).

(8) The appointment of a proxy under this regulation must be made by means of a proxy paper
issued by the registration officer in the form set out in Form J in Schedule 2.

(9) The appointment may be cancelled by the appointer by giving notice to the registration
officer.

(10) The appointment also ceases to be in force—

(a) on the issue of a proxy paper appointing a different person to sign the petition for the
appointer;

(b) where the appointment was for a definite period, once that period expires, unless the
proxy is entitled to sign the petition by post in which case that period is deemed to
continue until the end of the signing period for the purposes of signing the petition.

(11) Subject to paragraphs (9) and (10), the appointment remains in force—
(a) 1in the case of an appointment for a particular petition, for that petition;

(b) in any other case, while the appointer is shown in the record kept under regulation 51(4)
as being entitled to sign the petition by proxy or (as the case may be) in the record kept
under paragraph 3(4) of Schedule 4 as entitled to vote by proxy.

(12) In respect of petitions in Northern Ireland, the application of this regulation is modified as
follows—

(a) for references to “regulation 51(4)” substitute “regulation 52(5)”;
(b) for references to “regulation 53(2)” substitute “regulation 54(1)”;
(c) for references to “paragraph 3(4) of Schedule 4” substitute “section 6(3) of the 1985 Act”.

Signing the petition as a proxy

58.—(1) A person entitled to sign the petition as proxy for another may do so in person at the
petition signing place allotted to the appointer under regulation 16 (allotment of petition signing
place) unless the person is entitled to sign the petition by post as proxy for the appointer, in which
case the person may sign the petition by post.

(2) But in the case of a person entitled to sign the petition as proxy for an appointer included in
the register of electors in Northern Ireland who has an anonymous entry—

(a) paragraph (1) does not apply, and

(b) the person may only sign the petition by post (where entitled as a proxy to sign the
petition by post).

(3) Where a person is entitled to sign the petition by post as proxy for the appointer, that
appointer may not apply for a signing sheet for the purpose of signing the petition in person.

(4) For the purposes of this Part, a person entitled to sign the petition as proxy is entitled to sign
the petition by post if that person is included—

(a) 1in the proxy postal signers list;

(b) in the record (record of proxy postal voting) kept under paragraph 7(6) of Schedule 4; or
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(c) in the record (record of proxy postal voting) kept under section 9(6) of the 1985 Act.

(5) Where a person applies to the registration officer to sign the petition by post as proxy, the
registration officer must grant the application if the conditions set out in paragraph (6) are
satisfied.

(6) Those conditions are—

(a) that the registration officer is satisfied that the appointer is or will be entitled to sign the
petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act;

(b) that there is in force an appointment of the applicant as the appointer’s proxy to sign the
petition on behalf of the appointer;

(c) the officer is satisfied that the proxy has not signed the petition at the petition signing
place allotted to the appointer under regulation 16; and

(d) that the application contains the applicant’s signature and date of birth and meets the
requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(7) The registration officer must keep a record of those whose applications under paragraph (5)
have been granted showing—

(a) whether their applications were to sign the petition by post as proxy for an indefinite or
particular period (specifying that period); and

(b) the addresses provided by them in their applications as the addresses to which their
signing sheets are to be sent.

(8) Where, in the case of a particular petition, a person included in the record kept under
paragraph (7) applies to the registration officer for their signing sheet to be sent to a different
address to the one shown in the record, the registration officer must grant the application if it
meets the requirements of Chapter 2 of this Part.

(9) The registration officer must, in respect of each petition, keep a special list (“the proxy
postal signers list”) of those who are for the time being included in the record kept under
paragraph (7), together with the addresses provided by them in their application under paragraph
(5) or paragraph (8) (as the case may be) as the addresses to which their signing sheets are to be
sent.

(10) In the case of a person who has an anonymous entry in the register, the proxy postal signers
list must contain only—

(a) the person’s electoral number; and
(b) the period for which the anonymous entry has effect.
(11) The registration officer must remove a person from the record kept under paragraph (7)—
(a) if that person applies to the registration officer to be removed;
(b) if the appointer ceases to be entitled to sign the petition as mentioned in paragraph (6)(a);

(c) if the appointment of the person concerned as the appointer’s proxy ceases to be in force
(whether or not that person is re-appointed); or

(d) in the case of a person who applied to sign the petition by post as proxy for a particular
period, once that period has expired, unless paragraph (16) applies.

(12) The registration officer must on the completion of the proxy postal signers list, supply to
the petition officer so much of that list as relates to the constituency to which the petition relates.

(13) Paragraph (3) does not prevent a person, at the petition signing place to which the person is
allotted, signing a tendered signing sheet in the circumstances prescribed in regulation 30
(tendered signing sheets) if the person would otherwise be able to do so.

(14) The registration officer may dispense with the requirement under paragraph (6)(d) for the
applicant to provide a signature if the officer is satisfied that the applicant is unable—

(a) to provide a signature because of any disability the applicant has;
(b) to provide a signature because the applicant is unable to read or write; or

(c) tosign in a consistent and distinctive way because of any such disability or inability.
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(15) For petitions held in Northern Ireland, the following modifications are made to this
regulation—
(a) in paragraph (6), a person applying to sign the petition by post as proxy must provide an
address in the United Kingdom as an address to which their signing sheet is to be sent;
(b) paragraphs (7)(a), (12) and (14) do not apply.

(16) For the purposes of paragraph (11)(d), and without prejudice to paragraph (11)(a) to (c),
where a person has been granted an application under paragraph (5) to sign the petition by post as
proxy for a definite period, and that period expires during the signing period for a particular
petition, that definite period is deemed to continue until the end of the signing period for the
purposes of enabling the proxy to sign the petition by post.

The personal identifiers record: England and Wales and Scotland

59.—(1) The registration officer must maintain a record (“the personal identifiers record”), apart
from the other records and lists which the officer is required to keep under this Part, of the
signatures and dates of birth provided by persons whose applications under regulation 51 (absent
signing at any petition for a definite or an indefinite period), regulation 53 (absent signing at a
particular petition) or regulation 58 (signing the petition as a proxy) were granted, until the expiry
of twelve months from—

(a) the date on which a person is removed from the record kept pursuant to regulation 51(4)
or 58(7); or

(b) the date of the last day of the signing period of the petition for which the person’s
application for absent signing of the petition was granted under regulation 53(1) or (2).

(2) The personal identifiers record must contain the following information in respect of each
person on the postal signers list, the list of proxies or proxy postal signers list—

(a) their name;
(b) their date of birth; and

(c) their signature, or a record of the waiver by the registration officer of the requirement for
a signature.

(3) The registration officer may disclose information held in the personal identifiers records to—

(a) any person attending proceedings on receipt of postal signing sheets, who is entitled to do
so by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of PPERA 2000 (attendance of the Electoral
Commission etc), but only to the extent required to permit them to observe proceedings;

(b) any other registration officer if the officer thinks that to do so will assist the other
registration officer in the performance of his or her duties;

(c) any person exercising functions in relation to the preparation or conduct of legal
proceedings in relation to a petition.

CHAPTER 2
Applications for Absent Signing

General requirements for applications for absent signing

60.—(1) An application under Chapter 1 of this Part must state—
(a) the full name of the applicant;

(b) except in a case within subparagraph (c), the address in respect of which the applicant is
registered or has applied to be (or is treated as having applied to be) registered in the
registers of electors;

(c) in the case of an application under regulation 58(5) (signing the petition by post as a
proxy), the proxy’s address, together with the name of the elector for whom the applicant
will act as proxy and the elector’s address for the purposes of subparagraph (b);
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(d) in the case of a person applying to sign the petition by post, the address to which the
signing sheet should be sent;

(e) in the case of an application to sign the petition by proxy, the grounds on which the
applicant claims to be eligible to sign the petition by proxy;

(f) 1in the case of a person who is unable to provide a signature (or a consistent or distinctive
signature), the reasons for requesting the waiver of any requirement under regulation 51,
regulation 53 or regulation 58 to provide a signature and the name and address of any
person who has assisted in the completion of the application; and

(g) where the applicant has, or has applied for, an anonymous entry, that fact.
(2) The application must be made in writing and must be dated.

(3) Where an application is required to contain a signature and date of birth, the information
must be set out in a manner that is sufficiently clear and unambiguous as to be capable of
electronic scanning into the record by configuring the information as follows—

(a) the signature must appear against a background of white unlined paper of at least five
centimetres long and two centimetres high, and

(b) the applicant’s date of birth must be set out numerically configured in the sequence of
date, month and year, namely [d][d][m][m][y][y][y][y].

(4) Paragraph (3)(a) does not apply where the application contains a request that the registration
officer waive the requirement for a signature.

(5) An application under regulation 53 (absent signing at a particular petition: England and
Wales and Scotland) or regulation 54 (absent signing at a particular petition: Northern Ireland)
must—

(a) state that it is made for a particular petition, and
(b) identify the petition in question.

(6) An application to sign the petition by proxy must also include an application for the
appointment of a proxy which meets the requirements of regulation 57 (proxies at petitions).

(7) For petitions in Northern Ireland, the following modifications are made to this regulation—
(a) an application under paragraph (1) must also contain—
(i) the signature of the applicant; and

(i1) an address in the United Kingdom to which the applicant’s signing sheet is to be
sent, and

(b) paragraphs (1)(f) and (3) do not apply.

Additional requirements for applications for signing sheets to be sent to different address
from that stated in application

61.—(1) Subject to paragraph (3) this regulation applies where—

(a) in the case of an application to sign the petition by post under regulation 51(1), 52(1),
53(1) or 54(1), the addresses stated in accordance with regulation 60(1)(b) and (d) are
different;

(b) in the case of an application by a proxy to sign by post under regulation 58(5), the
proxy’s addresses stated in accordance with regulation 60(1)(c) and (d) are different.

(2) The application must set out why the applicant’s circumstances will be or are likely to be
such that the applicant requires the postal signing sheet to be sent to the address stated in
accordance with regulation 60(1)(d).

(3) This regulation does not apply where an applicant has, or has applied for, an anonymous
entry.
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Additional requirements for applications for signing sheets to be sent to different addresses
from that shown in the record kept by the registration officer

62.—(1) Subject to paragraph (3), this regulation applies in respect of applications under—

(a) regulation 53(4)(a) by a person shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 51(4), or shown as voting by post in the record kept under paragraph
3(4) or 7(6) of Schedule 4;

(b) regulation 54(4)(a) by a person shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 52(5), or shown as voting by post in the record kept under section 6(3)
or section 9(6) of the 1985 Act;

(c) regulation 58(8) by a person shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 58(7).

(2) For the applicant’s postal signing sheet to be sent to a different address from that shown in
the records the application must set out why the applicant’s circumstances will be, or are likely to
be, such that the applicant requires the postal signing sheet to be sent to that address.

(3) This regulation does not apply where an applicant has, or has applied for, an anonymous
entry.

Additional requirements for applications for the appointment of a proxy

63.—(1) An application for the appointment of a proxy under regulation 51, 52, 53 or 54 must
state the full name and address of the person the applicant wishes to appoint as proxy, together
with that person’s family relationship, if any, with the applicant, and—

(a) if it is signed only by the applicant, must contain a statement by the applicant that the
person so named has been consulted and that that person is capable of being and willing
to be appointed to sign the petition as proxy; or

(b) if it is also signed by the person to be appointed, must contain a statement by that person
that the person is capable of being and willing to be appointed to sign the petition as the
applicant’s proxy.

(2) Where the application mentioned in paragraph (1) is made by an elector with an anonymous
entry in the register of electors maintained by the Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland, the
application must also be accompanied by an application, by the person to be appointed as proxy,
under regulation 58(5) (application to sign the petition by post as proxy).

Additional requirements for applications for a proxy signature for a definite or an indefinite
period on grounds of blindness or other disability: England and Wales and Scotland

64.—(1) An application to sign the petition by proxy for a particular or indefinite period under
regulation 51(2) in pursuance of the grounds under paragraph (3)(c) of that regulation must
specify the disability by reason of which it is made.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), such an application must be attested and signed by—
(a) aregistered medical practitioner(a);
(b) aregistered nurse(b);
(c) aregistered dentist as defined by section 53(1) of the Dentists Act 1984(c);

(d) a registered dispensing optician or a registered optometrist within the meaning of the
Opticians Act 1989(d);

(a) A registered medical practitioner means a fully registered person within the meaning of the Medical Act 1983 (c. 54) who
holds a licence to practise under that Act; see Schedule 1 to the Interpretation Act 1978 (c. 30).

(b) A registered nurse means a nurse registered in the register maintained under article 5 of the Nursing and Midwifery Order
2001 (S.I. 2002/253) by virtue of qualifications in nursing; see Schedule 1 to the Interpretation Act 1978.

(c) 1984 c.24.

(d) 1989 c.44.

41



(e)
()
()
(h)
©)

@

k)

)

(m)

a registered pharmacist within the meaning of article 3(1) of the Pharmacy Order 2010(a);
a registered osteopath as defined by section 41 of the Osteopaths Act 1993(b);

a registered chiropractor as defined by section 43 of the Chiropractors Act 1994(c);

a Christian Science practitioner;

a person registered as a member of a profession to which the Health and Social Work
Professions Order 2001(d) extends;

the person registered—

(1) in England and Wales, as carrying on a care home registered under Part 2 of the Care
Standards Act 2000(e), or

(i1) in Scotland, as managing a care home service registered under Part 5 of the Public
Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010(f),

where the applicant is resident in such a home;

the warden of premises forming one of a group of premises provided for persons of
pensionable age or disabled persons for which there is a resident warden, where the
applicant states that he or she resides in such premises;

a manager—

(1) in England and Wales, within the meaning of section 145(1) of the Mental Health
Act 1983(g), or

(ii) in Scotland, within the meaning of section 329 of the Mental Health (Care and
Treatment) (Scotland) Act 2003(h) responsible for the administration of a hospital
within the meaning of that section,

or a person authorised to act on behalf of such a manager for these purposes;
a person registered in the register of social workers maintained—

(1) in England, in accordance with the Health and Social Work Professions Order 2001;
(i) in Wales, in accordance with section 56 of the Care Standards Act 2000, or

(iii) in Scotland, in accordance with section 44 of the Regulation of Care (Scotland) Act
2001(i).

(3) A person who qualifies—

(@)

(b)

by virtue of any of paragraphs (2)(a) to (i) may not attest an application for these
purposes unless—

(i) the person is treating the applicant for the disability specified in the application;
(i1) the applicant is receiving care from that person in respect of that disability; or
by virtue of paragraph (2)(m) may not attest an application for these purposes unless—
(1) the person is treating the applicant for the disability specified in the application;
(i1) the applicant is receiving care from the person in respect of that disability; or

(iii) the person has arranged care or assistance for the applicant in respect of that
disability.

(4) The person attesting the application must state—

(a)

their name and address and the qualification by virtue of which they attest the application;

(a)
(b)
(c)
@
(e)
®)
(@)
(h)
0]

S.1. 2010/231.
1993 c. 21.
1994 c. 17.
S.1. 2002/254.
2000 c. 14.
2010 asp. 8.
1983 c. 20.
2003 asp. 13.
2001 asp. 8.
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(b) where the person (A) who attests the application is a person referred to in paragraph
(3)(a), that—

(1) A is treating the applicant for the disability specified in the application; or
(i1) the applicant is receiving care from A in respect of that disability;
(c) where the person (B) who attests the application is a person referred to in paragraph
(3)(b), that—
(1) B is treating the applicant for the disability specified in the application;
(i1) the applicant is receiving care from B in respect of that disability; or
(iii) B has arranged care or assistance for the applicant in respect of that disability;

(d) that, to the best of their knowledge and belief, the applicant has the disability specified in
the application and that the applicant cannot reasonably be expected to go in person to
their allotted petition signing place or to sign unaided there by reason of that disability;
and

(e) that, to the best of their knowledge and belief, the disability specified in the application is
likely to continue either indefinitely or for a period specified by the person attesting the
application.

(5) Paragraphs (2) to (4) do not apply where—

(a) the application is based on the applicant’s blindness and—

(1) in England, the applicant is registered by the local authority which is specified in the
application as a person who is severely sight-impaired under section 77(1) of the
Care Act 2014 (registers of sight-impaired adults)(a);

(i1) in Wales, the applicant is registered as a blind person by the local authority which is
specified in the application and which has made arrangements for the applicant under
section 29(1) of the National Assistance Act 1948(b);

(iii) in Scotland, the applicant is registered as a blind person by the local authority which
is specified in the application; or

(b) the applicant is in receipt of—

(1) the higher rate of the mobility component of a disability living allowance (payable
under section 73 of the Social Security Contributions and Benefits Act 1992)(c),

(ii) the enhanced rate of the mobility component of personal independence payment
(payable under section 79(2) of the Welfare Reform Act 2012)(d), or

(iii) the armed forces independence payment under the Armed Forces and Reserve Forces
(Compensation Scheme) Order 2011(e),

because of the disability specified in the application.

(6) The fact that an applicant is registered with a local authority as a person who is severely
sight-impaired or as a blind person, as mentioned in paragraph (5)(a), is to be deemed sufficient
evidence that the applicant is eligible to sign the petition by proxy on the grounds set out in
regulation 51(3)(c).

(7) A manager (or person authorised to act on behalf of such a manager) attesting an application
by virtue of paragraph (2)(I) must, instead of the matters specified in paragraph (4)(a), state in the
attestation—

(a) the name of the person attesting the application;

(b) that the person is authorised to attest the application;

(a)
(b)
(c)
@
(e)

2014 c. 23.
1948 c. 29.
1992 c. 4.
2012 c. 5.

S.1. 2011/2552.
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(©

(d)

the position of the person in the hospital at which the applicant is liable to be detained, or
at which the applicant is receiving treatment;

the statutory provision under which the applicant is liable to be detained at the hospital
(where applicable).

Additional requirements for applications for a proxy signature for an indefinite period on
grounds of blindness or other disability: Northern Ireland

65.—(1) An application to sign the petition by proxy for an indefinite period under regulation
52(1) in pursuance of the grounds under paragraph (4)(c) of that regulation must specify the
disability by reason of which it is made.

(2) Such an application must be attested and signed by a person who is registered in the register
of parliamentary electors and who is—

(@)
(b)
(©

(d)
(e)

®

€3]

a registered medical practitioner;
a registered nurse;

a social worker registered under the principal part of the register maintained by the
Northern Ireland Social Care Council under section 3 of the Health and Personal Services
Act (Northern Ireland) 2001(a);

a Christian Science practitioner;

the person registered under the Registered Homes (Northern Ireland) Order 1992(b) as
carrying on a residential care home within the meaning of article 3 of that Order or a
nursing home within the meaning of article 16 of that Order, where the applicant states
that he or she is resident in such a home;

the person in charge of residential accommodation provided under article 15 of the Health
and Personal Social Services (Northern Ireland) Order 1972(c), where the applicant states
that he or she is resident in such accommodation; or

the manager or other person in charge of premises forming one of a group of premises
provided for persons of pensionable age or persons with a disability for which there is a
resident manager or other person in charge, where the applicant states that he resides in
such premises.

(3) The person attesting the application (“A’) must state—

(@)
(b)
(©

(d)

A’s name and address and the qualification by virtue of which A attests the application;
that A is registered in the register of parliamentary electors;

that, to the best of A’s knowledge and belief, the applicant has the disability specified in
the application and that the applicant cannot reasonably be expected to go in person to
their allotted signing place or to sign the petition unaided there by reason of that
disability; and

that, to the best of A’s knowledge and belief, the disability specified in the application is
likely to continue either indefinitely or for a period specified by A.

(4) Paragraphs (2) and (3) do not apply where—

(@)

(b)

the application is based on the applicant’s blindness and the applicant is registered as a
blind person by a Health and Social Care Trust which is specified in the application; or

the application states that the applicant is in receipt of—

(i) the higher rate of attendance allowance (payable under section 65 of the Social
Security Contributions and Benefits (Northern Ireland) Act 1992(d)),

(a)
(b)
()
(d)

2001 c. 3.
1992 No. 3204 (N.I. 20).
1972 No. 1265 (N.I. 14).
1992 ¢. 7.
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(ii) the highest rate of the care component or the higher rate of the mobility component
(or both) of the disability living allowance (payable under section 72 and section 73
of that Act), or

(iii) armed forces independence payment under the Armed Forces and Reserve Forces
(Compensation Scheme) Order 2011,

because of the disability specified in the application.

(5) The fact that an applicant is registered with a Health and Social Care Trust as a blind person,
as mentioned in paragraph (4)(a), is to be deemed sufficient evidence that the applicant is eligible
to sign the petition by proxy as set out in regulation 52(4)(c).

Additional requirements for applications for a proxy signature for a definite or an indefinite
period based on occupation, service, employment or attendance on a course

66.—(1) An application to sign the petition by proxy for a particular or an indefinite period
under regulation 51(2) in pursuance of the grounds under paragraph (3)(d) of that regulation, or
for an indefinite period under regulation 52(1) in pursuance of the grounds under paragraph (4)(d)
of that regulation (as the case may be) must state—

(a) whether the occupation, service or employment in respect of which it is made is that of
the applicant or the applicant’s spouse or civil partner or, as the case may be, it is the
applicant or the applicant’s spouse or civil partner who is attending the course provided
by an educational institution by reason of which the application is made;

(b) the nature of the occupation, service or employment or course provided by an educational
institution giving rise to the application;

(c) where the person in respect of whose occupation, service or employment the application
is made (in this regulation referred to as “the employed person”) is self-employed, that
fact; and in any other case the name of that person’s employer;

(d) the reason, relevant to the general nature of the employment, service or occupation in
question or the course provided by an educational institution, why the applicant cannot
reasonably be expected to go in person to the allotted petition signing place.

(2) Such an application must be attested and signed—
(a) where the person is self-employed, by a person who—
(i) is aged 18 years or over;
(ii) knows the self-employed person; and
(iii) is not related to that person;

(b) by the employer of the employed person or by another employee to whom this function is
delegated by the employer; and

(c) 1in the case of a course provided by an educational institution, by the director or tutor of
that course or by the principal or head of that institution or an employee to whom this
function is delegated by the principal or head.

(3) The person attesting an application under paragraph (2) must—

(a) where the applicant is the employed person, self-employed person or the person attending
the course, certify that the statements required by paragraph (1)(a) to (d) to be included in
the application are true; or

(b) where the applicant is the spouse or civil partner of the employed person, self-employed
person or the person attending the course, certify that the statements included in the
application in accordance with the requirements of paragraph (1)(a) to (c) are true.

(4) The person (“A”) attesting an application under paragraph (2) must also state—

(a) A’s name and address, that A is aged 18 years or over, that A knows the employed
person, self-employed person or person attending a course provided by an educational
institution but is not related to him or her; and
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(b) if A is attesting as or on behalf of the employer of the employed person, that A is the
employer or the position A holds in the employment of that employer; or

(c) if A is attesting an application made on the grounds of attendance at a course provided by
an educational institution, the post A holds at that institution.

Additional provision concerning the requirement that an application for absent signing must
be signed by the applicant: England and Wales and Scotland

67. The registration officer must be satisfied—

(a) that an application under Chapter 1 of this Part meets any requirements that it has been
signed by the applicant and states his or her date of birth by referring to any signature and
date of birth previously provided by the applicant to the registration officer; and

(b) as to whether the applicant is unable to provide a signature or a consistent signature due
to any disability or inability to read and write.

Additional requirements for applications for a proxy signature in respect of a particular
petition: England and Wales and Scotland

68.—(1) An application under regulation 53(2) to sign a particular petition by proxy must set out
why the applicant’s circumstances during the signing period in respect of the petition for which it
is made will be, or are likely to be, such that they cannot reasonably be expected to sign in person
at their allotted signing place.

(2) Where an application under regulation 53(2) is made—
(a) on the grounds of the applicant’s disability, and

(b) after Spm on the sixth day before the last day of the signing period for the petition for
which it is made,

the requirements of regulation 64 (proxy signature on the grounds of disability) as to the matters to
be specified and the attestation are to apply.

(3) Where an application mentioned in paragraph (2) is made, the person who attests the
application (‘““A”) must state, in addition to those matters specified in regulation 64, to the best of
A’s knowledge and belief, the date upon which the applicant became disabled.

(4) Where an application under regulation 53(2) is made—
(a) on grounds relating to the applicant’s occupation, service or employment, and
(b) after Spm on the sixth day before the last day of the signing period for the petition for
which it is made,
the requirements of regulation 69 (emergency proxy signature) as to the matters to be specified
and the attestation are to apply.

(5) Where an application under regulation 53(2) is made by a person to whom section 7(1) of the
1983 Act applies (patients in mental hospitals who are not detained offenders) after Spm on the
sixth day before the last day of the signing period for the petition for which it is made, the
requirements of paragraph (6) as to the matters to be specified and as to attestation are to apply.

(6) Where an application mentioned in paragraph (5) is made—

(a) the application must additionally state the name and address of the hospital at which the
applicant is liable to be detained; and

(b) the application must be attested by the manager, within the meaning of section 145(1) of
the Mental Health Act 1983, or section 329 of the Mental Health (Care and Treatment)
(Scotland) Act 2003, responsible for the administration of the hospital at which the
applicant is liable to be detained, or a person authorised to act on behalf of such a
manager for these purposes, and the attestation must state—

(i) the name of the person attesting the application;

(i1) that the person is authorised to attest the application;

46



(iii) the position of the person in the hospital at which the applicant is liable to be
detained; and

(iv) the statutory provision under which the applicant is liable to be detained at the
hospital (where applicable).

(7) This regulation does not apply where the applicant has an anonymous entry.

Additional requirements: applications for an emergency proxy signature in respect of a
particular petition: England and Wales and Scotland
69.—(1) This regulation sets out the requirements referred to in regulation 68(4).

(2) The application must (in addition to providing the information required by regulation 68(1))
state—

(a) where the applicant is self-employed, that fact; and in any other case, the name of the
applicant’s employer;

(b) that the reason provided in accordance with regulation 68(1) relates to the applicant’s
occupation, service or employment; and

(c) the date on which the applicant became aware of that reason.
(3) Paragraphs (4) to (6) apply unless the applicant is or will be registered as a service voter.
(4) The application must be attested and signed—
(a) where the applicant is self-employed, by a person who—
(i) is aged 18 years or over;
(i1) knows the applicant; and
(iii) is not related to the applicant;

(b) where the applicant is not self-employed, by the applicant’s employer or by another
employee to whom this function is delegated by the employer.

(5) The person (“A”) attesting an application under paragraph (4) must certify that the
statements required by paragraph (2) and the information required by regulation 68(1) are true to
the best of their knowledge and belief.

(6) A must also state A’s name and address and—

(a) where A is attesting that the applicant is self-employed, that A is aged 18 years or over
and that A knows, but is not related to, the applicant, or

(b) where A is attesting as, or on behalf of, the employer of the applicant, that A is the
employer, or the position that A holds in the employment of that employer.

Additional requirements for applications in respect of a particular petition: Northern
Ireland

70.—(1) This regulation applies to an application under regulation 54(1) to sign a particular
petition by proxy.

(2) The application must set out why the applicant’s circumstances during the signing period for
the petition for which it is made will be or are likely to be such that the applicant cannot
reasonably be expected to sign the petition in person at the petition signing place allotted or likely
to be allotted to the applicant under regulation 16 (allotment of petition signing places).

(3) Except in respect of an application to which paragraph (5) or (7) applies, such an application
must be signed and attested by a person who—

(a) isaged 18 years or over;
(b) resides in the United Kingdom;
(c) knows the applicant but is not related to them; and

(d) has not attested under this paragraph any other application in respect of the petition for
which the application that person attests is made.
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(4) The person (P) attesting an application under paragraph (3) must state—
(a) P’s full name and address,
(b) that P is aged 18 years or over,
(c) that P resides in the United Kingdom,
(d) that P knows the applicant but is not related to that person, and

(e) that P has not attested under paragraph (3) any other application in respect of the petition
for which the application P attests is made,

and must certify that, to the best of P’s knowledge and belief, the statement included in the
application in accordance with paragraph (2) is true.

(5) This paragraph applies in respect of an application in which the circumstances set out in
accordance with paragraph (2) are that the applicant will be, or is likely to be, ill during the
signing period, and which—

(a) specifies the illness which the applicant is likely to suffer from; and

(b) is attested and signed by one of the persons specified in subparagraph (a), (b) or (c) of
regulation 65(2) (proxy signature on grounds of disability).

(6) The person (P) attesting an application under paragraph (5) must state—
(a) P’s name and address;
(b) that P is registered in the register of parliamentary electors;
(c) the qualification by virtue of which P is authorised to attest it;

(d) that P has seen the applicant in connection with the circumstances set out in the
application in accordance with paragraph (2); and

(e) that, to the best of P’s knowledge and belief the applicant—
(1) is suffering from the illness specified in the application,
(i1) will be or is likely to be so suffering during the whole of the signing period, and

(iii) cannot reasonably be expected to sign the petition in person at the petition signing
place allotted or likely to be allotted to the applicant under regulation 16 (allotment
of petition signing places) because of that illness.

(7) This paragraph applies in respect of an application—
(a) which is received by the registration officer after Spm on the eleventh day before the end
of the signing period but before Spm on the sixth day before the end of that period;

(b) in which the circumstances set out in accordance with paragraph (2) relate to the
applicant’s employment either as a constable or person employed by the petition officer
to attend at a petition signing place during the signing period of the petition for which the
application is made;

(c) which states the employment in question; and

(d) in the case of a constable, which is signed by a member of the Police Service of Northern
Ireland of or above the rank of chief inspector.

Closing date for applications: England and Wales and Scotland

71.—(1) An application under regulation 51(1), (6) or (7), or 58(5) must be disregarded for the
purposes of a particular petition if it is received by the registration officer after Spm on the
eleventh day before the last day of the signing period.

(2) An application under regulation 51(2) or 57(6) must be disregarded for the purposes of a
particular petition if it is received by the registration officer after Spm on the sixth day before the
last day of the signing period.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), an application under regulation 53(2) or 57(7) must be refused if it
is received by the registration officer after 5pm on the sixth day before the last day of the signing
period at the petition for which it is made.
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(4) Where an application made under regulation 53(2) is made—

(a) on the grounds of the applicant’s disability and the applicant became disabled after 5 pm
on the sixth day before the last day of the signing period at the petition for which it is
made;

(b) on grounds relating to the applicant’s occupation, service or employment and the
applicant became aware of those grounds after Spm on the sixth day before the last day of
the signing period at the petition for which it is made; or

(c) by a person to whom section 7 of the 1983 Act (mental health patients who are not
detained offenders) applies and who is liable, by virtue of any enactment to be detained in
the mental hospital in question, whether that person is registered by virtue of that
provision or not,

the application, or an application under regulation 57(7) made by virtue of that application, must
be refused if it is received on the last day of the signing period less than 5 hours before the end of
the period for which the petition is available for signing on that day.

(5) An application under regulation 53(1) or 58(8) must be refused if it is received by the
registration officer after Spm on the eleventh day before the last day of the signing period at the
petition for which it is made.

(6) An application under—

(a) regulation 51(5)(a) by an elector to be removed from the record kept under regulation
51(4), or

(b) regulation 58(11)(a) by a proxy to be removed from the record kept under regulation
58(7),

and a notice under regulation 57(9) by an elector cancelling a proxy’s appointment must be
disregarded for the purposes of a particular petition if it is received by the registration officer after
S5pm on the eleventh day before the last day of the signing period at that petition.

(7) Any application or notice mentioned in this regulation must be disregarded for the purposes
of a particular petition if, before the application or notice is considered by the registration officer,
the elector or proxy has returned a postal signing sheet to the petition officer (except where it has
been returned in accordance with regulation 94 or 96 (spoilt and lost postal signing sheets)).

Closing date for applications: Northern Ireland

72.—(1) An application under regulation 52(1) or (7), 57(6) or 58(5) must be disregarded for the
purposes of a particular petition if it is received by the registration officer after 5pm on the
eleventh day before the last day of the signing period.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), an application under regulation 54(1), 57(7) or 58(8) must be
refused if it is received by the registration officer after 5pm on the eleventh day before the last day
of the signing period.

(3) Paragraph (2) is not to apply to an application which satisfies the requirements of regulation
70(7) (person employed as a constable or person attending at signing places); and such an
application must be refused if it received by the registration officer after Spm on the sixth day
before the last day of the signing period.

(4) An application under—

(a) regulation 52(6)(a) by an elector to be removed from the record kept under regulation
52(5), or

(b) regulation 58(11)(a) by a proxy to be removed from the record kept under regulation
58(7),

and a notice under regulation 57(9) by an elector cancelling a proxy’s appointment must be
disregarded for the purposes of a particular petition if it is received by the petition officer after
Spm on the eleventh day before the last day of the signing period at that petition.

(5) Any application or notice mentioned in this regulation must be disregarded for the purposes
of a particular petition if, before the application or notice is considered by the registration officer,
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the elector or proxy has returned a postal signing sheet to the petition officer (except where it has
been returned in accordance with regulation 95 or 97 (spoilt and lost postal signing sheets)).

Grant or refusal of applications
73.—(1) Where the registration officer grants an application to sign the petition by post, the
officer must notify the applicant of that decision.

(2) Where the registration officer grants an application for the appointment of a proxy, that
officer must confirm in writing to the elector that the proxy has been appointed, the proxy’s name
and address and the duration of the appointment.

(3) Where the registration officer refuses an application under this Part, the officer must notify
the applicant of that decision and of the reasons for it.

(4) Where the registration officer grants an application made under—

(a) regulation 53(4) by a person shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 51(4),

(b) regulation 54(4) by a person shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 52(5),

(c) regulation 58(8) by a person shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 58(7),

the officer must notify the applicant of this.

(5) Where a person is removed from the record kept pursuant to regulation 51(4), 52(5) or 58(7)
the registration officer must where practicable notify that person of this and the reason for it.

(6) Where the appointment of a proxy is cancelled by the elector or otherwise ceases to be in
force, the registration officer must, where practicable, notify the elector that the appointment has
been cancelled or notify the elector that the appointment has ceased and the reasons for it (as the
case may be).

(7) Where under regulation 71 or 72 (closing date for applications) the registration officer
disregards an application for the purposes of a particular petition, the officer must, where
practicable, notify the applicant of this.

(8) The registration officer must send to the petition officer details of any application to sign the
petition by post which has been granted under this Chapter as soon as practicable after it is
granted.

Appeals: England and Wales
74.—(1) An appeal lies to the county court from a decision of the registration officer refusing an
application—
(a) to sign a petition by post or proxy under regulation 51(1) or (2) or 53(1) or (2);
(b) to sign a petition by post as proxy under regulation 58(5);

(c) to sign a petition by proxy instead of post or by post instead of proxy under regulation
51(6) or (7);

(d) for a signing sheet to be sent to a different address under regulation 53(4)(a) or 58(8);
(e) to appoint a proxy under regulation 57(6) and (7).

(2) No appeal lies from the decision of the Court of Appeal on appeal from a decision of the
county court under this regulation.

(3) An appeal to the county court or Court of Appeal by virtue of this regulation which is
pending when notice of a petition is given under regulation 14 (notice of petition) does not
prejudice the operation as respects the petition of the decision appealed against, and anything done
in pursuance of the decision—

(a) is as good as if no such appeal had been brought; and

(b) is not affected by the decision of the appeal.
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(4) The registration officer must make the necessary entries in the record kept under regulation
51(4) and 58(7) as may be required to give effect to that decision.

(5) On any appeal, the registration officer is deemed to be a party to the proceedings and the
registration expenses payable to that officer include any expenses properly incurred by virtue of
this regulation.

Appeals: Scotland
75.—(1) An appeal lies to the sheriff from a decision of the registration officer refusing an
application—
(a) to sign a petition by post or proxy under regulation 51(1) or (2) or 53(1) or (2);
(b) to sign a petition by post as proxy under regulation 58(5);

(c) to sign a petition by proxy instead of post or by post instead of proxy under regulation
51(6) or (7);

(d) for a signing sheet to be sent to a different address under regulation 53(4)(a) or 58(8);
(e) to appoint a proxy under regulation 57(6) and (7).

(2) An appeal lies on any point of law from any decision of the sheriff under this regulation to
the court of three judges constituted under paragraph (3).

(3) The court for hearing appeals under paragraph (2) is to consist of three judges of the Court of
Session who are to be appointed by the Court of Session by act of sederunt and of whom one
judge is to be appointed from each division of the Inner House and one from the Lords Ordinary in
the Outer House; and the Principal Clerk of Session is to be clerk of the court.

(4) The Court of Session may by act of sederunt fill any vacancy in the court of three judges,
and regulate its sittings and forms of process so as to carry out the provisions of these Regulations;
and acts of sederunt under this regulation may be made, and the court of three judges may sit,
either during the sitting of the Court of Session or in vacation or recess.

(5) No appeal lies from a decision of the Court of Session on appeal from a decision of the
sheriff under this regulation.

(6) An appeal to the sheriff or Court of Session by virtue of this regulation which is pending
when notice of a petition is given under regulation 14 (notice of petition) does not prejudice the
operation as respects the petition of the decision appealed against, and anything done in pursuance
of the decision—

(a) is as good as if no such appeal had been brought; and
(b) is not affected by the decision of the appeal.

(7) The registration officer must make the necessary entries in the record kept under regulation
51(4) and 58(7) as may be required to give effect to that decision.

(8) On any appeal, the registration officer is deemed to be party to the proceedings and the
registration expenses payable to that officer include any expenses properly incurred by virtue of
this regulation.

Appeals: Northern Ireland
76.—(1) An appeal lies to the county court from any decision under these Regulations of the
Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland refusing a person’s application—
(a) to sign a petition by post or proxy under regulation 52(1) or 54(1);
(b) to sign a petition by post as proxy under regulation 58(5);

(c) to sign a petition by proxy instead of post or by post instead of proxy under regulation
52(7);

(d) for a signing sheet to be sent to a different address under regulation 54(4)(a) or 58(8);
(e) to appoint a proxy under regulation 57(6) and (7).
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(2) An appeal to the county court or Court of Appeal by virtue of this regulation which is
pending when notice of a petition is given under regulation 14 (notice of petition) does not
prejudice the operation as respects the petition of the decision appealed against, and anything done
in pursuance of the decision—

(a) is as good as if no such appeal had been brought, and
(b) is not affected by the decision of the appeal.

(3) The Chief Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland must make the necessary entries in the
record kept under regulation 52(5) and 58(7) as may be required to give effect to that decision.

(4) On any appeal, the Chief Electoral Officer is deemed to be a party to the proceedings and the
registration expenses payable to him or her include any expenses properly incurred by virtue of
this regulation.

(5) Section 21(1) of the Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954 (rules regulating procedure
of courts etc) applies as if the jurisdiction conferred by subsection (1) were conferred by any
enactment within the meaning of that Act.

Notice of appeal

77.—(1) A person desiring to appeal under regulation 74, 75 or 76 against the decision of a
registration officer must give notice of the appeal to the registration officer within 14 days of the
receipt of the notice given under regulation 73 (grant or refusal of applications), specifying the
grounds of appeal.

(2) The registration officer must forward any such notice to the appropriate court in the manner
directed by rules of court together in each case with a statement of the material facts which in that
officer’s opinion have been established in the case, of his decision upon the whole case and on any
point which may be specified as a ground of appeal.

(3) Where it appears to the registration officer that any notices of appeal given to that officer are
based on similar grounds, the officer must inform the court of this to enable the court (if it thinks
fit) to consolidate the appeals or select a case as a test case.

(4) In the application of this regulation to Scotland, a reference to the court is to be read as a
reference to the sheriff.

Cancellation of proxy appointment
78. Where the appointment of a proxy is cancelled by notice given to the registration officer
under regulation 57(9) or ceases to be in force under regulation 57(10), the petition officer must—

(a) notify the person whose appointment as proxy has been cancelled, expired or is no longer
in force, unless the registration officer has previously been notified by that person that
they no longer wish to act as proxy; and

(b) remove that person’s name from the record kept under regulation 51(4) or regulation
52(5) (as the case may be).
Inquiries by registration officer

79.—(1) The registration officer may, at such times as he or she considers appropriate, make
inquiries of a person who is shown as signing the petition by proxy in the record kept under

(a) regulation 51(4) in pursuance of an application granted on the grounds set out in
regulation 51(3)(c) or (d), or

(b) regulation 52(5) in pursuance of an application granted on the grounds set out in
regulation 52(4)(c) or (d),

for the purpose of determining whether there has been a material change of circumstances.

(2) Where the grant of an application to sign the petition by proxy—
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(a) for an indefinite or particular period, was based on the grounds referred to in regulation
51(3)(d); or

(b) for an indefinite period, was based on the grounds referred to in regulation 52(4)(d),

the registration officer must make the inquiries referred to not later than three years after the
granting of the application or of the last such inquiries.

(3) The petition officer may treat the failure by a person of whom inquiries have been made to
respond to such inquiries within one month of the date on which they were made as sufficient
evidence of a material change in circumstances.

Records and lists kept under this Part

80.—(1) The registration officer must, on request, supply free of charge a copy of the lists kept
under regulation 55 and regulation 56 (absent signers lists) and regulation 58(9) (proxy postal
signers list) to—

(a) a registered political party, other than a minority party, within the meaning of section
160(1) of PPERA 2000 (general interpretation);

(b) the MP to whom a petition relates;
(c) the Electoral Commission;

(d) the Security Service, Government Communications Headquarters and the Secret
Intelligence Service;

(e) any police force in Great Britain, the Police Service of Northern Ireland, the Police
Service of Northern Ireland (Reserve), the National Crime Agency, and any body of
constables established under an Act of Parliament; and

(f) an accredited campaigner within the meaning of Part 5 of Schedule 3 to the Act.

(2) The registration officer must make available for inspection at his or her office a copy of the
records kept under regulations 51(4), 52(5) and 58(7).

(3) As soon as practicable after Spm on the cut-off day the registration officer must—

(a) publish the lists kept under regulations 55, 56 and 58(9) by making a copy of them
available for inspection at his or her office; and

(b) send to the petition officer a copy of those lists.

(4) The registration officer must ensure that where he or she supplies or discloses information in
accordance with this regulation, he or she does not supply or disclose any record relating to—

(a) a person who has an anonymous entry; or
(b) the proxy of a person who has an anonymous entry.

(5) Where inspection takes place by providing a copy of the information on a computer screen
or otherwise in data form, the registration officer must ensure that the manner in, and equipment
on, which that copy is provided do not permit any person consulting that copy to—

(a) search it by electronic means by reference to the name of any person; or
(b) copy or transmit any part of that copy by electronic, or any other means.

(6) A person who inspects a copy of the information, whether a printed copy or in data form,
may not—

(a) make copies of any part of it, or

(b) record any particulars in it,

otherwise than by means of hand-written notes.

(7) No person who has obtained access to a copy of a list referred to under paragraph (1), or
information contained in such lists, may—

(a) supply a copy of that list,
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(b) disclose any information contained in those lists (that is not disclosed in the edited
register), or

(c) make use of any such information,

other than for a permitted purpose specified in paragraph (8).
(8) The permitted purposes are—

(a) where a copy of any information was supplied to a person or body referred to in
paragraph (1)(d) or (e)—

(i) the prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of the criminal law
p
(whether in the United Kingdom or elsewhere), or

(ii) the vetting of a relevant person (within the meaning of regulation 109(5) of the 2001
Regulations and regulation 108(5) of the 2001 (Scotland) Regulations) for the
purposes of safeguarding national security;

(b) where a copy of any information was supplied to the Electoral Commission, in
connection with their functions under, or by virtue of, PPERA 2000;

(c) in any other case, for the purposes of a petition.

Marked register for petition signing place

81. To indicate that an elector or that person’s proxy is entitled to sign the petition by post and is
for that reason not entitled to sign the petition in person, the letter “A” must be placed against the
entry of the elector in any copy of the register, or part of it, provided at a petition signing place.

PART 5
ISSUE AND RECEIPT OF POSTAL SIGNING SHEETS
CHAPTER 1

General

Interpretation of Part 5

82. For the purposes of this Part—
“covering envelope” and “signing sheet envelope” have the meaning given by regulation 91
(envelopes);
“postal signer” means an elector or proxy who is entitled to sign the petition by post;

“postal signers’ ballot box” and “postal ballot box™ have the meaning given by regulation 101
(postal ballot boxes and receptacles);

“postal signing pack” means for England and Wales and Scotland, the documents referred to
in regulation 85(1)(a); and for Northern Ireland, the documents referred to in regulation
85(1)(b) (postal signing packs);

“receptacle for signing sheet envelopes” and other references to specified receptacles, means
the receptacles referred to in regulation 101 (postal ballot boxes and receptacles);

“spoilt postal signing sheet” for England and Wales and Scotland, has the meaning given by
regulation 94; and for Northern Ireland has the meaning given by regulation 95 (spoilt postal
signing sheets);

“valid declaration of identity” means a declaration of identity which satisfies the conditions in
regulation 105 (procedure in relation to declaration of identity);

“valid postal petition statement” means a postal petition statement which, in accordance with
regulation 107 (procedure in relation to postal petition statements), the petition officer is
satisfied has been duly completed.
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Form of postal petition statement: England and Wales and Scotland

83. The form of the postal petition statement to be used in England and Wales and Scotland for
the purposes of a petition must be in the form of Form K in Schedule 2.

Form of declaration of identity: Northern Ireland

84. The form of the declaration of identity to be used in Northern Ireland for the purposes of a
petition must be in the form of Form M in Schedule 2.

Postal signing packs

85.—(1) The petition officer must issue to a person entitled to sign a petition by post—
(a) for a petition in England and Wales or Scotland—
(i) a postal signing sheet,
(ii) a postal petition statement, and
(iii) envelopes for their return which comply with regulation 91 (envelopes);
(b) for a petition in Northern Ireland—
(1) a postal signing sheet,
(i1) a declaration of identity, and
(iii) envelopes for their return which comply with regulation 91 (envelopes).

(2) The petition officer must also issue to such persons such information as the officer thinks
appropriate about how to obtain—

(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to, or guidance for,
signers sent with a postal signing sheet;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The petition officer must ensure that the return of the postal signing sheet and postal petition
statement or declaration of identity (as the case may be) is free of charge to the postal signer.

Time when postal signing packs are to be issued

86. A petition officer must issue the postal signing packs as soon as reasonably practicable and,
in any event—
(a) between one and three working days before the designated day(a);
(b) on the tenth and twentieth working day after the designated day; and
(c) by the eighth working day before the last day of the signing period.

CHAPTER 2
Issue of Postal Signing Sheets

Procedure on issue of postal signing sheets

87.—(1) The number of the elector as stated in the register must be marked on the
corresponding number list, next to the number and unique identifying mark of the signing sheet
issued to that elector.

(a) See section 7(1) of the Act; “designated day” means the day from which the petition is made available for signing.
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(2) A mark must be placed in the postal signers list or the proxy postal signers list against the
number of the elector to denote that a signing sheet has been issued to the elector or the elector’s
proxy, but without showing the particular signing sheet issued.

(3) The number on a postal signing sheet and the name of the postal signer (unless the signer is
an anonymous elector) must be marked on the postal petition statement or, in the case of Northern
Ireland, on the declaration of identity, sent with that signing sheet.

(4) Subject to paragraph (5), the address to which the postal signing pack must be sent is—
(a) in the case of an elector, the address shown in the postal signers list;
(b) in the case of a proxy, the address shown in the proxy postal signers list.

(5) Where a person has an anonymous entry in the register, the postal signing pack must be sent
to the address—

(a) as shown in the record kept under regulation 51(4), 52(5) or 58(7); or

(b) as given in pursuance of an application made under regulation 53(1) or (2) or 54(1).

Refusal to issue postal signing sheet

88. Where the petition officer is satisfied that two or more entries in the postal signers list, list of
proxies, or the proxy postal signers list, or an entry in two or more of those lists, relates to the
same elector, the officer must not issue more than one postal signing sheet in respect of that
elector at any one petition.

Persons entitled to be present at proceedings on issue of postal petition signing sheets
89. No person may be present at the proceedings on the issue of postal signing sheets other
than—
(a) the petition officer;
(b) any assistants of the petition officer;
(c) any petition clerk;

(d) any representative of the Electoral Commission.

Notification of requirement of secrecy

90. The petition officer must make such arrangements as the officer considers appropriate to
ensure that every person attending the proceedings in connection with the issue or receipt of postal
signing sheets has been given a copy in writing of the provisions of regulation 123(5) and (6)
(requirement of secrecy).

Envelopes
91.—(1) This regulation prescribes the envelopes which must be issued with the postal signing
packs under regulation 85 (postal signing packs).

(2) There must be issued an envelope (“covering envelope”) marked with the letter “B” for the
return—

(a) in England and Wales and Scotland, of the postal signing sheet and postal petition
statement;

(b) in Northern Ireland, of the postal signing sheet and the declaration of identity.

(3) There must also be issued a smaller envelope (“‘signing sheet envelope”) which is to be
marked with—

(a) the letter “A”;

(b) the words “postal signing sheet envelope”’; and
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(c) unless the envelope has a window through which the number on the postal signing sheet
can be displayed, the number of that sheet.

Sealing up of corresponding number lists and security of special lists

92.—(1) As soon as practicable after the issue of each batch of postal signing sheets, the petition
officer must make up into a packet the completed corresponding number lists of those signing
sheets which have been issued and must seal the packet.

(2) Until the time referred to in regulation 104 (opening of covering envelopes) the petition
officer must take proper precautions for the security of the marked copy of the special lists.

Delivery of postal signing sheets

93.—(1) For the purposes of delivering postal signing packs, the petition officer may use—
(a) auniversal postal service provider; or
(b) acommercial delivery firm.

(2) Where the services of a universal postal service provider or commercial delivery firm are to
be used, envelopes addressed to postal signers must be counted and delivered by the petition
officer with such form of receipt to be endorsed by that provider or firm as may be arranged.

(3) Postage must be prepaid on envelopes addressed to the postal signers.

(4) Return postage must be prepaid on all covering envelopes where the address provided by the
postal signer for the receipt of the signing sheet is within the United Kingdom.

Spoilt postal signing sheets: England and Wales and Scotland

94.—(1) Where a postal signer has inadvertently dealt with their postal signing sheet or postal
petition statement in such a manner that it cannot be conveniently used as such (“spoilt signing
sheet” or “spoilt postal petition statement”) (as the case may be) that person may return (either by
hand or by post) to the petition officer the spoilt signing sheet or spoilt postal petition statement
(as the case may be).

(2) Where a person exercises the entitlement conferred by paragraph (1), they must also return—

(a) the postal signing sheet or postal petition statement (as the case may be), whether spoilt
or not; and

(b) the envelopes supplied for the return of those documents.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), on receipt of a document referred to in paragraph (1) (and, where
applicable, paragraph (2)), the petition officer must issue another postal signing sheet, except
where those documents are received on the last day of the signing period less than five hours
before the end of the period for which the petition is available for signing on that day.

(4) Where the petition officer receives the documents referred to in paragraph (1) (and, where
applicable paragraph (2)), after Spm on the day before the last day of the signing period, the
petition officer may issue another postal signing sheet only if the documents were returned by
hand.

(5) The following provisions apply to the issue of a replacement postal signing sheet under
paragraphs (3) and (4)—

(a) regulation 87 (except paragraph (2)) (procedure on issue of postal signing sheets);

(b) regulations 91 (envelopes) and 92 (sealing up of corresponding number lists and security
of special lists);

(c) subject to paragraph (8), regulation 93 (delivery of postal signing sheets).

(6) Any postal signing sheet or postal petition statement, whether spoilt or not, returned in
accordance with paragraph (1) or (2) must be cancelled immediately.

(7) The petition officer, as soon as practicable after cancelling those documents, must make
them up into a separate packet and must seal the packet; and if on any subsequent occasion further
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such documents are cancelled, the sealed packet must be opened and the additional cancelled
documents included in it and the packet must again be made up and sealed.

(8) Where a person referred to in paragraph (1) applies in person—

(a) before Spm on the day before the last day of the signing period, the petition officer may
hand a replacement postal signing sheet and postal petition statement to that person,

(b) after 5pm on that day, the petition officer may only hand a replacement postal signing
sheet and postal petition statement to that person,

instead of delivering it in accordance regulation 93.
(9) The petition officer must enter in a list (“the list of spoilt postal signing sheets”)—

(a) the name and number of the elector as stated in the register (or the electoral number alone
in the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry);

(b) the number of the postal signing sheet issued under this regulation; and

(c) where the postal signer whose signing sheet is spoilt is a proxy, their name and address
(or, in the case of a proxy who has an anonymous entry or is the proxy for a person with
an anonymous entry, the proxy’s electoral number alone or a statement that the proxy is
not registered in the register of parliamentary electors (as the case may be)).

Spoilt postal signing sheets: Northern Ireland

95.—(1) Where a postal signer has inadvertently dealt with their postal signing sheet or
declaration of identity in such a manner that it cannot be conveniently used as such (“spoilt postal
signing sheet” or “spoilt declaration of identity”) (as the case may be), that person may return
(either by hand or by post) to the petition officer the spoilt signing sheet or spoilt declaration of
identity (as the case may be).

(2) Where a person exercises the entitlement conferred by paragraph (1), they must also return—

(a) the postal signing sheet or declaration of identity (as the case maybe), whether spoilt or
not; and

(b) the envelopes supplied for the return of those documents.

(3) On receipt of a document referred to in paragraph (1) (and, where applicable, paragraph (2)),
the petition officer must issue another postal signing sheet, except where those documents are
received after 5pm on the day before the last day of the signing period.

(4) The following provisions apply to the issue of a replacement postal signing sheet under
paragraph (3)—

(a) regulation 87 (except paragraph (2)) (procedure on issue of postal signing sheets);

(b) regulations 91 (envelopes) and 92 (sealing up of corresponding number lists and security
of special lists);

(c) subject to paragraph (7), regulation 93 (delivery of postal signing sheets).

(5) Any postal signing sheet or declaration of identity, whether spoilt or not, returned in
accordance with paragraph (1) or (2) must be cancelled immediately.

(6) The petition officer, as soon as practicable after cancelling those documents, must make
them up into a separate packet and must seal the packet; and if on any subsequent occasion further
such documents are cancelled, the sealed packet must be opened and the additional cancelled
documents included in it and the packet must again be made up and sealed.

(7) Where a postal signer applies in person, the petition officer may hand a replacement postal
signing sheet to that person instead of delivering it in accordance with regulation 93.

(8) The petition officer must enter in a list kept for the purpose of recording spoilt postal signing
sheets (“the list of spoilt postal signing sheets”)—

(a) the name and number of the elector as stated in the register (or the electoral number alone
in the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry);

(b) the number of the postal signing sheet issued under this regulation; and
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(c) where the postal signer whose signing sheet is spoilt is a proxy, their name and address
(or, in the case of a proxy who has an anonymous entry or is the proxy for a person with
an anonymous entry, the proxy’s electoral number alone or a statement that the proxy is
not registered in the register of parliamentary electors (as the case may be)).

Lost postal signing sheets: England and Wales and Scotland

96.—(1) Where a postal signer claims either to have lost or not to have received—
(a) the postal signing sheet,
(b) the postal petition statement, or
(c) one or more of the envelopes supplied for their return,

by the fourth day before the last day of the signing period, the postal signer may apply (whether or
not in person) to the petition officer for a replacement signing sheet.

(2) Such an application must include evidence of the postal signer’s identity.

(3) Where a postal signer exercises the entitlement conferred by paragraph (1), they must return
the documents (if any) referred to in paragraph (1)(a) to (c) which the postal signer has received
and which have not been lost.

(4) Any postal signing sheet or postal petition statement returned in accordance with paragraph
(3) must be cancelled immediately and the petition officer must take any administrative steps
which that officer considers appropriate for the purpose of preventing an elector signing the
petition more than once.

(5) The petition officer, as soon as practicable after cancelling those documents, must make
them up in a separate packet and must seal the packet; and if on any subsequent occasion further
such documents are cancelled, the sealed packet must be opened and the additional cancelled
documents included in it and the packet must be again made up and sealed.

(6) Subject to paragraph (7), the petition officer must issue another postal signing sheet where
the application is received by the petition officer at least five hours before the end of the signing
period and the petition officer—

(a) is satisfied as to the postal signer’s identity; and

(b) has no reason to doubt that the postal signer has either lost or has not received the original
postal signing statement or postal petition statement or one or more of the envelopes
provided for their return.

(7) Where the application is received by the petition officer after Spm on the day before the last
day of the signing period, the officer may only issue another postal signing sheet if the postal
signer applies in person.

(8) The petition officer must enter in a list kept for the purpose of recording lost postal signing
sheets (“the list of lost postal signing sheets”)—

(a) the name and number of the elector as stated in the register (or the electoral number alone
in the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry);

(b) the number of any postal signing sheet issued under this regulation; and

(c) where the postal signer whose signing sheet is lost is a proxy, their name and address (or,
in the case of a proxy who has an anonymous entry or is the proxy for a person with an
anonymous entry, the proxy’s electoral number alone or a statement that the proxy is not
registered as in the register of parliamentary electors (as the case may be)).

(9) The following provisions apply to the issue of a replacement postal signing sheet under
paragraph (6)—

(a) regulation 87 (except paragraph (2)) (procedure on issue of postal signing sheets);

(b) regulations 91 (envelopes) and regulation 92 (sealing up of corresponding number lists
and security of special lists); and

(c) subject to paragraph (10), regulation 93 (delivery of postal signing sheets).
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(10) Where a postal signer applies in person—

(a) by 5pm on the day before the last day of the signing period, the petition officer may hand
a replacement postal signing sheet to the postal signer, or

(b) after Spm on the day before the last day of the signing period, the petition officer may
only hand a replacement postal signing sheet to the postal signer,

instead of delivering it in accordance with regulation 93.

Lost postal signing sheets: Northern Ireland

97.—(1) Where a postal signer claims either to have lost or not to have received—
(a) the postal signing sheet,
(b) the declaration of identity, or
(c) one or more of the envelopes supplied for their return,
by the fourth day before the last day of the signing period, the postal signer may apply (whether or
not in person) to the petition officer for a replacement signing sheet.
(2) Such an application must include evidence of the postal signer’s identity.

(3) Where a postal signer exercises the entitlement conferred by paragraph (1), they must return
the documents (if any) referred to in paragraph (1)(a) to (c) which the postal signer has received
and which have not been lost.

(4) Any postal signing sheet or declaration of identity returned in accordance with paragraph (3)
must be cancelled immediately and the petition officer must take any administrative steps which
that officer considers appropriate for the purpose of preventing an elector signing the petition
more than once.

(5) The petition officer, as soon as practicable after cancelling those documents, must make
them up in a separate packet and must seal the packet; and if on any subsequent occasion further
such documents are cancelled, the sealed packet must be opened and the additional cancelled
documents included in it and the packet must be again made up and sealed.

(6) The petition officer must issue another postal signing sheet where the application is received
by the petition officer before S5pm on the day before the last day of signing period and the petition
officer—

(a) is satisfied as to the postal signer’s identity; and

(b) has no reason to doubt that the postal signer has either lost or has not received the original
postal signing sheet or declaration of identity or one or more envelopes for their return.

(7) The petition officer must enter in a list kept for the purpose of recording lost postal signing
sheets (“the list of lost postal signing sheets”)—

(a) the name and number of the elector as stated in the register (or the electoral number alone
in the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry);

(b) the number of any postal signing sheet issued under this regulation; and

(c) where the postal signer whose signing sheet is lost is a proxy, their name and address (or,
in the case of a proxy who has an anonymous entry or is the proxy for a person with an
anonymous entry, the proxy’s electoral number alone or a statement that the proxy is not
registered in the register of parliamentary electors).

(8) The following provisions apply to the issue of a replacement postal signing sheet under
paragraph (6)—

(a) regulation 87 (except paragraph (2)) (procedure on issue of postal signing sheets);

(b) regulations 91 (envelopes) and 92 (sealing up of corresponding number lists and security
of special lists);

(c) subject to paragraph (9), regulation 93 (delivery of postal signing sheets).
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(9) Where a postal signer applies in person, the petition officer may hand a replacement postal
signing sheet to that person instead of delivering it in accordance with regulation 93.

Cancellation of postal signing sheets

98.—(1) Where, on or after the designated day, a registration officer grants a relevant
application or receives a relevant notice and the application or notice is not to be disregarded for
the purposes of the petition under regulation 71 or 72 (closing date for applications), that officer
must immediately notify the petition officer who must—

(a) cancel any postal signing sheet issued to the elector or proxy;

(b) in the case of an application under regulation 53(4)(a), 54(4)(a) or 58(8) (postal signing
sheet to be sent to different address), issue a replacement postal signing sheet; and

(c) take any administrative steps which the petition officer considers appropriate for the
purpose of preventing an elector signing the petition more than once.

(2) Where a person returns a postal signing sheet that has been or is to be cancelled in
accordance with paragraph (1), it must be dealt with as follows—

(a) any postal signing sheet, postal signing statement or declaration of identity (as the case
may be), or covering envelope returned to the registration officer must be given to the
petition officer;

(b) any document returned in accordance with this paragraph but not already cancelled in
accordance with paragraph (1) must be immediately cancelled;

(c) the petition officer, as soon as practicable after receiving and cancelling the documents
referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (b), must make them up in a separate packet and must
seal the packet, and if on any subsequent occasion further such documents are returned in
accordance with this paragraph, the sealed packet must be opened, the additional
cancelled documents included in it and the packet must be again made up and sealed.

(3) The petition officer must enter in a list kept for the purpose of recording postal signing
sheets cancelled under this regulation (“the list of cancelled postal signing sheets””)—

(a) the name and number of the elector as stated in the register (or the electoral number alone
in the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry);

(b) the number of any cancelled postal signing sheet;
(c) the number of any replacement postal signing sheet issued under paragraph (1);

(d) where the postal signer is a proxy, their name and address (or, in the case of a proxy who
has an anonymous entry or is the proxy for a person with an anonymous entry, the
proxy’s electoral number alone or a statement that the proxy is not registered as an elector
(as the case may be)).

(4) The following provisions apply to the issue of a replacement postal signing sheet under
paragraph (1)—

(a) regulation 87 (except paragraph (2)) (procedure on issue of postal signing sheets);
(b) regulation 91 (envelopes);
(c) regulation 92 (sealing up of corresponding number lists and security of special lists);
(d) regulation 93 (delivery of postal signing sheets).
(5) For the purposes of this regulation—
(a) arelevant application is an application under—
(1) regulation 51(5)(a) or 52(6)(a) (application to be removed from record),
(i1) regulation 51(6) (application to sign the petition by proxy instead of post),
(iii) regulation 51(7) (application to sign the petition by post instead of proxy),

(iv) regulation 52(7) (application to sign by post or proxy instead of proxy or post
respectively),
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(v) regulation 53(4)(a) or 54(4)(a) (postal signing sheet to be sent to different address),
(vi) regulation 57(6) and (7) (appointment of proxies),

(vii) regulation 58(8) (application by a postal proxy signer for signing sheet to be sent to
different address),

(viii) regulation 58(11)(a) (application for proxy to be removed); and

(b) arelevant notice is a notice under regulation 57(9) (cancellation of proxy appointment).
CHAPTER 3
Receipt of Postal Signing Sheet etc

Alternative means of returning postal signing sheets, postal petition statements and
declarations of identity.
99.—(1) For the purposes of regulation 39(3) and (5) (the count)—

(a) the manner in which a postal signing sheet and postal petition statement, or declaration of
identity (as the case may be) may be returned to any petition signing place is by hand;

(b) the manner in which such a sheet, statement or declaration may be returned to the petition
officer is by hand or by post.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), the petition clerk must deliver, or cause to be delivered, any postal
signing sheet, postal petition statement or declaration of identity returned to that signing place, to
the petition officer in the same manner and at the same time as the petition clerk delivers, or
causes to be delivered, the packets referred to in regulation 37 (procedure on close of petition).

(3) The petition officer may collect, or cause to be collected, any postal signing sheet, postal
petition statement or declaration of identity which by virtue of paragraph (2) the petition clerk
would otherwise be required to deliver or cause to be delivered to the petition officer.

(4) Where the petition officer collects, or causes to be collected, any postal signing sheet, postal
petition statement or declaration of identity in accordance with paragraph (3) the petition clerk
must first make it (or them) up into a packet (or packets) sealed with the petition clerk’s own seal.

Persons entitled to be present at proceedings on receipt of postal signing sheet
100. No person may be present at the proceedings on the receipt of postal signing sheets other
than—
(a) the petition officer;
(b) any assistants of the petition officer;
(c) any petition clerk;

(d) any representative of the Electoral Commission.

Postal ballot boxes and receptacles

101.—(1) The petition officer must provide a separate ballot box for the reception of—
(a) the covering envelopes returned by the postal signers (“postal signers’ ballot box”); and
(b) postal signing sheets (“postal ballot box”).

(2) Each such ballot box must be marked “postal signers’ ballot box™ or “postal ballot box” (as
the case may be) and marked with the name of the petition signing place in relation to which it is
to be used at the petition.

(3) The postal ballot box must be shown to those present on the occasion of opening the first
postal signers’ ballot box as being empty.

(4) The petition officer must then lock the postal ballot box (if it has a lock) and apply the
officer’s seal in such manner as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal.
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(5) For petitions in England and Wales and Scotland, the petition officer must provide the
following receptacles—

(a) receptacle for rejected signing sheets;

(b) receptacle for signing sheet envelopes;

(c) receptacle for rejected signing sheet envelopes;

(d) receptacle for rejected signing sheets (verification procedure); and
(e) receptacle for postal petition statements (verification procedure).

(6) For petitions in Northern Ireland, the petition officer must provide the following
receptacles—

(a) receptacle for rejected signing sheets;
(b) receptacle for signing sheet envelopes; and
(c) receptacle for declarations of identity.

(7) The petition officer must take proper precautions for the safe custody of every ballot box and
receptacle referred to in this regulation.

Receipt of covering envelopes

102.—(1) The petition officer must, immediately on receipt (whether by hand or by post) of a
covering envelope (or an envelope which is stated to include a postal signing sheet) before the end
of the signing period, place it unopened in a postal signers’ ballot box.

(2) Where an envelope, other than a covering envelope issued by the petition officer—
(a) has been opened, and

(b) contains a signing sheet envelope, postal petition statement or declaration of identity (as
the case may be), or signing sheet,

the first-mentioned envelope, together with its contents, must be placed in a postal signers’ ballot
box.

Opening of postal signers’ ballot box

103.—(1) Each postal signers’ ballot box must be opened by the petition officer in the presence
of at least one petition clerk or other person appointed by that officer and any representative of the
Electoral Commission who attends for the opening of the postal signers’ ballot box.

(2) So long as the petition officer ensures that there is at least one sealed postal signers’ ballot
box for the reception of covering envelopes up to the end of the signing period, the other postal
signers’ ballot boxes may previously be opened by the officer in accordance with paragraph (1).

(3) The last postal signers’ ballot box and the postal ballot box must be opened at the counting
of the signatures under regulation 39 (the count).

Opening of covering envelopes

104.—(1) When a postal signers’ ballot box is opened, the petition officer must count and record
the number of covering envelopes (including any envelope which is stated to include a postal
signing sheet and any envelope described in regulation 102(2)) (receipt of covering envelopes).

(2) The petition officer must open separately each envelope.
(3) For petitions in Northern Ireland—

(a) the procedure in regulation 105 (procedure in relation to declarations of identity) applies
where a covering envelope (including an envelope to which regulation 102(2) applies)
contains both a declaration of identity and a signing sheet envelope or, if there is no
signing sheet envelope, a signing sheet;
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(b) where a covering envelope does not contain a declaration of identity separately, the
petition officer must open the signing sheet envelope to ascertain whether the declaration
of identity is inside;

(c) where the covering envelope does not contain both a declaration of identity (whether
separately or not) and a signing sheet envelope or, if there is no envelope, a signing sheet,
the petition officer must mark the covering envelope “rejected” attach its contents (if any)
and place it in the receptacle for rejected signing sheets.

(4) For petitions in England and Wales and Scotland—

(a) the procedure in regulation 107 (procedure in relation to postal petition statements:
personal identifier verification) applies where a covering envelope (including an envelope
to which regulation 102(2) applies) contains a postal petition statement;

(b) where the covering envelope does not contain a postal petition statement separately, the
petition officer must open the signing sheet envelope to ascertain whether the postal
petition statement is inside;

(c) where a covering envelope does not contain a postal petition statement (whether
separately or not) the petition officer must mark the covering envelope “provisionally
rejected”, attach its contents (if any) and place it in the receptacle for rejected signing
sheets.

(5) In carrying out the procedures in this regulation and regulations 108 (opening of signing
sheet envelopes) to 111 (checking lists of rejected signing sheets: England and Wales and
Scotland) the petition officer and the petition officer’s assistants—

(a) must keep the signing sheets face downwards and must take proper precautions for
preventing any person from seeing the mark made on the signing sheets; and

(b) must not be permitted to view the corresponding number list used at the issue of the
postal signing sheets.

(6) Where an envelope opened in accordance with paragraph (2) contains a postal petition
statement or declaration of identity (as the case may be), the petition officer must place a mark in
the marked copy of the postal signers list or proxy postal signers list in a place corresponding to
the number of the elector to denote that a postal signing sheet has been returned.

(7) A mark made under paragraph (6) must be distinguishable from and not obscure the mark
made under regulation 87 (procedure on issue of postal signing sheets).

(8) As soon as practicable after the last covering envelope has been opened, the petition officer
must make up into a packet the copy of the marked postal signers list and proxy postal signers list
that have been marked in accordance with paragraph (6) and must seal that packet.

Procedure in relation to declarations of identity: Northern Ireland
105.—(1) A declaration of identity is a valid declaration of identity for the purposes of these
Regulations if—
(a) itis duly signed by the postal signer; and
(b) in the case of an elector, regulation 39(5) is satisfied (the count).

(2) The petition officer must be satisfied that the declaration of identity is a valid declaration of
identity.
(3) Where the petition officer is not so satisfied, the petition officer must mark the declaration

“rejected”, attach to it the signing sheet envelope, or if there is no such envelope, the signing sheet
and place it in the receptacle for rejected signing sheets.

(4) The petition officer must then compare the number on the declaration of identity against the
number on the signing sheet envelope and, where they are the same, the petition officer must place
the declaration and the signing sheet envelope respectively in the receptacle for declarations of
identity and the receptacle for signing sheet envelopes.

(5) Where—
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(a) the number on a valid declaration of identity is not the same as the number on the signing
sheet envelope, or

(b) that envelope has no number on it and the number is not displayed through a window in
it,
the petition officer must open the envelope.
(6) Paragraph (7) applies where—
(a) there is a valid declaration of identity but no postal signing sheet envelope; or

(b) the postal signing sheet envelope has been opened under paragraph (5) or regulation
104(3)(b) (opening of covering envelopes).

(7) In the circumstances described in paragraph (6), the petition officer must place—

(a) in the postal ballot box, any postal signing sheet the number on which is the same as the
number on the valid declaration of identity;

(b) in the receptacle for rejected signing sheets, any other petition signing sheet, with the
valid declaration of identity attached and marked “rejected”;

(c) in the receptacle for rejected signing sheets, any valid declaration of identity marked
“rejected” where there is no postal signing sheet;

(d) in the receptacle for declarations of identity, any valid declaration not disposed of under
subparagraph (b) or (c).

Confirming receipt of postal signing statements: England and Wales and Scotland

106.—(1) An elector or a proxy signer who is shown in the postal signers list or proxy postal
signers list may make a request, at any time after the first issue of postal signing sheets under
regulation 86 (time when postal signing packs are to be issued) and before the end of the signing
period, that the petition officer confirm—

(a) whether a mark is shown in the marked copy of the postal signers list or proxy postal
signers list in a place corresponding to the number of the elector to denote that a postal
signing sheet has been returned; and

(b) whether the number of the signing sheet issued to the elector or the elector’s proxy has
been recorded on either of the lists kept by the petition officer under regulation 110 (lists
of rejected postal signing sheets).

(2) A request under paragraph (1) must—
(a) be made by any method specified by the petition officer; and
(b) include any evidence of the signer’s identity requested by that officer.

(3) Where a request is received in accordance with paragraph (2) the petition officer must satisfy
himself or herself that the request has been made by the elector or their proxy and, if satisfied that
it was, provide confirmation of the matters under paragraph (1).

Procedure in relation to postal petition statements: personal identifier verification: England
and Wales and Scotland

107.—(1) This paragraph applies in the circumstances described in regulation 104(4)(a)
(opening of covering envelopes).

(2) The petition officer must satisfy himself or herself that the postal petition statement is duly
completed and as part of that process must compare the date of birth and the signature on the
postal petition statement against the date of birth and signature contained in the personal identifier
record relating to the person to whom the postal signing sheet was addressed.

(3) Where the petition officer is not satisfied that the postal petition statement is duly completed,
the officer must mark the statement “rejected”, attach to it the signing sheet envelope, or if there is
no such envelope but there is a signing sheet, the signing sheet and place it in the receptacle for
rejected signing sheets (verification procedure).

65



(4) The petition officer must then compare the number on the postal petition statement against
the number on the signing sheet envelope and, where they are the same, the officer must place the
statement and the signing sheet envelope respectively in the receptacle for postal petition
statements (verification procedure) and the receptacle for signing sheet envelopes.

(5) The petition officer must open the signing sheet envelope where—

(a) the number on a valid postal petition statement is not the same as the number on that
signing sheet envelope; or

(b) that envelope has no number on it.

(6) Paragraph (7) applies where—
(a) there is a valid postal petition statement but no signing sheet envelope;
(b) the signing sheet envelope has been opened under paragraph (5); or

(c) the signing sheet envelope has been opened under regulation 104(4)(b) (opening of
covering envelopes).

(7) In the circumstances described in paragraph (6), the petition officer must place—

(a) in the postal ballot box, any signing sheet the number on which is the same as the number
on the valid postal petition statement;

(b) in the receptacle for rejected signing sheets (verification procedure), any other signing
sheet, with the valid postal petition statement attached and marked “provisionally
rejected”;

(c) in the receptacle for rejected signing sheets (verification procedure), any valid postal
petition statement marked “provisionally rejected” where there is no signing sheet;

(d) in the receptacle for postal petition statements (verification procedure), any valid
statement not disposed of under subparagraph (b) or (c).

Opening of signing sheet envelopes

108.—(1) The petition officer must open separately each signing sheet envelope placed in the
receptacle for signing sheet envelopes.

(2) The petition officer must—

(a) place in the postal ballot box, any signing sheet the number on which is the same as the
number on the signing sheet envelope;

(b) place in the receptacle for rejected signing sheets, any other signing sheets which must be
marked “provisionally rejected” and to which the signing sheets envelope is to be
attached;

(c) place in the receptacle for rejected signing sheet envelopes, any signing sheet envelope
which must be marked “provisionally rejected” because it does not contain a signing
sheet.

(3) In the application of this regulation to Northern Ireland—
(a) references to “provisionally rejected” are to be read as references to “rejected”; and

(b) in paragraph (2)(c) substitute “receptacle for rejected signing sheet envelopes” with
“receptacle for rejected signing sheets”.

Retrieval of cancelled postal signing sheets
109.—(1) Where it appears to the petition officer that a cancelled postal signing sheet has been
placed—
(a) in a postal signers’ ballot box,
(b) in the receptacle for signing sheet envelopes, or
(c) in a postal ballot box,

the officer must proceed as follows.
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(2) The petition officer must, on at least one occasion on which a postal signers’ ballot box is
opened in accordance with regulation 103 (opening of postal signers’ ballot box), also open any
postal ballot box and the receptacle for signing sheet envelopes and—

(a) retrieve the cancelled signing sheet;

(b) retrieve the postal petition statement or declaration of identity (as the case may be) that
relates to a cancelled signing sheet from the receptacle for postal petition statements
(verification procedure) or receptacle for declarations of identity (as the case may be);

(c) attach any cancelled postal signing sheet to the postal petition statement or declaration of
identity to which it relates;

(d) place the cancelled documents in a separate packet and deal with that packet in the
manner provided for by regulations 94 and 95 (spoilt postal signing sheets) or regulation
98 (cancellation of postal signing sheets); and

(e) unless the postal ballot box has been opened for the purposes of the counting of signing
sheets under regulation 39 (the count), re-lock (if it has a lock) and re-seal the postal
ballot box.

Lists of rejected postal signing sheets: England and Wales and Scotland

110.—(1) In respect of any petition, the petition officer must keep three separate lists relating to
rejected postal signing sheets as required by this regulation (“lists of rejected postal signing
sheets”).

(2) In the first list, the officer must record the signing sheet number of any postal signing sheet
for which no valid postal petition statement was received with it.

(3) In the second list, the officer must record the postal signing sheet number which is entered
on a valid postal petition statement where that signing sheet is not received with the postal petition
statement.

(4) In the third list, the officer must record, for every postal petition statement in the receptacle
for rejected signing sheets (verification procedure) immediately prior to sealing—

(a) the elector’s name and address (and the name and address of the proxy if the elector has a
proxy);

(b) the elector’s number on the register of electors (and that of the proxy if the elector has a
proxy);

(c) the specified reason or reasons for the rejection of the postal petition statement; and

(d) any other information relating to the rejection that the petition officer considers
appropriate, but not the signing sheet number.

(5) The specified reasons that may be given under paragraph (4)(c) for the rejection of a postal
petition statement are as follows—

(a) the signature does not match the example held on the personal identifiers record;
(b) the date of birth does not match the one held on the personal identifiers record;
(c) the signature field is blank; or

(d) the date of birth field is blank.

Checking lists of rejected postal signing sheets: England and Wales and Scotland

111.—(1) Where the petition officer receives a valid postal petition statement without the postal
signing sheet to which it relates, the officer may, at any time before the end of the signing period,
check the list kept under regulation 110(2) to see whether the number of a postal signing sheet to
which the statement relates is entered in that list.

(2) Where the petition officer receives a postal signing sheet without the postal petition
statement to which it relates, the officer may, at any time prior to the end of the signing period,
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check the list kept under regulation 110(3) to see whether the number of that signing sheet is
entered in that list.

(3) The petition officer must conduct the checks required by paragraphs (1) and (2) as soon as
practicable after the receipt of the packets from every petition signing place.

(4) Where the signing sheet number in the list matches that number on a valid postal petition
statement or the postal signing sheet (as the case may be) the petition officer must retrieve that
statement or sheet.

(5) The petition officer must then take the appropriate steps under these Regulations as though
any document earlier marked “provisionally rejected” had not been so marked and must amend the
document accordingly.

Sealing of receptacles

112.—(1) For petitions in England and Wales and Scotland, as soon as practicable after the
completion of the procedure under regulation 111(3) and (4) (checking of lists of rejected signing
sheets), the petition officer must make up into separate packets the contents of—

(a) the receptacle for rejected signing sheets,

(b) the receptacle for rejected signing sheet envelopes,

(c) the lists of spoilt, lost or cancelled postal signing sheets,

(d) the receptacle for rejected signing sheets (verification procedure),

(e) the receptacle for postal petition statements (verification procedure),

and must seal up such packets.

(2) For petitions in Northern Ireland, as soon as practicable after the completion of the
procedure under regulation 108 (opening of signing sheet envelopes) the petition officer must
make up into separate packets the contents of—

(a) the receptacle for rejected signing sheets,
(b) the receptacle for declarations of identity,

(c) the lists of spoilt, lost or cancelled postal signing sheets,

and must seal up such packets.

(3) Any document in those packets referred to in paragraph (1) marked “provisionally rejected”
is to be deemed to be marked “rejected”.

Early termination of petition

113. Where a petition is terminated by virtue of section 13 of the Act (early termination of recall
petition process) after postal signing sheets have been issued, the petition officer—

(a) must not take any step or further steps to open covering envelopes or deal with the
contents in accordance with the provisions of this Part; and

(b) must, notwithstanding regulation 104 (opening of covering envelopes) to regulation 108
(opening of signing sheet envelopes), treat all unopened covering envelopes and the
contents of those that have been opened as if they were counted signing sheets.

Forwarding of documents

114.—(1) The petition officer must forward to the registration officer at the same time as the
petition officer forwards the documents mentioned in regulation 44 (delivery of documents to the
registration officer)—

(a) any packets referred to in regulation 92 (sealing up of corresponding number lists),
regulations 94 and 95 (spoilt postal signing sheets), regulations 96 and 97 (lost signing
sheets), regulation 98 (cancellation of postal signing sheets), regulation 104 (opening of
covering envelopes) and regulation 112 (sealing of receptacles) and subject to regulation
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113, endorse on each packet a description of its contents and the name of the petition
signing place; and

(b) a completed statement of the number of postal signing sheets issued, which is to be in the
form of Form L in Schedule 2 (forms).

(2) Where—

(a) any covering envelopes are received by the petition officer after the end of the signing
period (apart from those delivered in accordance with the provisions of regulation 99(3)
(alternative means of returning postal signing sheets, postal petition statements and
declarations of identity),

(b) any envelopes addressed to postal signers are returned as undelivered too late to be
readdressed, or

(c) any spoilt postal signing sheets are returned too late to enable other postal signing sheets
to be issued,

the petition officer must put them unopened in a separate packet, seal up such packet and endorse
and forward it at a subsequent date in the manner described in paragraph (1).

(3) A petition officer, must at the same time as forwarding the documents mentioned in
paragraph (1)—
(a) forward the list required to be compiled under regulation 110(4) (lists of rejected postal
signing sheets) to the registration officer; and

(b) where the constituency comprises any part of the area of more than one local authority,
the petition officer must also forward a copy of such extract of the list required to be
compiled under regulation 110(4) as are relevant to each of the other registration officers
concerned.

(4) Regulation 45 (orders for the production of documents) and regulation 46 (retention of
documents) are to apply to any packet or document forwarded under this regulation except that in
applying those provisions the list compiled and any extracts from it under regulation 110(4) (lists
of rejected postal signing sheets) must be treated in the same manner as a counted signing sheet.

(5) In the application of this regulation to Scotland, the petition officer is not required to forward
the documents mentioned to the registration officer but instead the petition officer must retain
those documents and regulation 47 (retention and disposal of documents: Scotland) is to apply to
those documents as it applies to documents retained under that regulation.

(6) A copy of the statement referred to in paragraph (1)(b) is to be provided by the petition
officer to the Secretary of State and the Electoral Commission in the period which starts 10 days
after the last day of the signing period and ends 15 days after that date.

(7) In the application of this regulation to Northern Ireland, in paragraph (6) the copy of the
statement mentioned in that paragraph is to be provided to the Electoral Commission only.

(8) In the application of this regulation to England and Wales and Northern Ireland, a reference
to “the registration officer” is a reference to—

(a) for England and Wales—

(1) the registration officer of the local authority in whose area the constituency of the
MP to whom the petition relates is situated, or

(ii) if the constituency includes any part of the area of more than one local authority, the
registration officer of the local authority in whose area the greatest number of
electors is registered;

(b) for Northern Ireland, the Clerk of the Crown for Northern Ireland.

Notification of a rejected postal petition statement: England and Wales and Scotland

115.—(1) Where an absent signer for a petition in England and Wales or Scotland appears on
the list compiled under regulation 110(4) (lists of rejected postal signing sheets)—
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(a) the registration officer responsible for the personal identifiers record that contains
information in respect of the absent signer must notify the absent signer (and the elector if
the absent signer is a proxy) that the signing sheet concerned was rejected because the
petition officer was not satisfied that the postal petition statement was duly completed;

(b) the registration officer must send the notification as soon as possible, and within the
period of three months beginning with the last day of the signing period; and

(c) the notification must include information as to which of the specified reasons referred to
in regulation 110(5) applied to the postal petition statement.

(2) The registration officer is not obliged to send a notification—

(a) to any person who is no longer shown as signing the petition by post in the record kept
under regulation 51(4) or regulation 58(7) at the time the registration officer proposes to
send the notification; or

(b) where the registration officer suspects that an offence may have been committed in
relation to the postal signing sheet, the postal petition statement or the absent signer’s
entitlement to sign the petition under section 10 of the Act (persons entitled to sign a
recall petition).

(3) A notification issued under paragraph (1) may also include any other information that the
registration officer considers appropriate, but a notification must not include information held on
the personal identifiers record.

Requirement to provide fresh signature following rejection of a postal petition statement:
England and Wales and Scotland

116.—(1) This regulation applies where an absent signer is notified under regulation 115
(notification of a rejected postal petition statement) that the signature on the postal petition
statement with which they were issued does not match the example held on the personal identifiers
record, and the person continues to be shown on the record kept under regulation 51(4) as signing
the petition by post.

(2) Where this regulation applies, the registration officer may require the absent signer to
provide a fresh signature for the personal identifiers record in accordance with regulation 59 (the
personal identifiers record).

PART 6
OFFENCES

Interpretation

117. In this Part, in the application of—
(a) regulation 122 (tampering with signing sheets etc.),
(b) regulation 123 (requirement of secrecy),
(c) regulation 124 (prohibition on publication of exit polls),
(d) regulation 131 (details to appear on petition publications),
(e) regulation 132 (prohibition of paid canvassers),
(f) regulation 133 (providing money for illegal purposes),
(g) regulation 137 (absent signing),
to a petition in Scotland or Northern Ireland, the reference to a fine on a summary conviction is to

be read as a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum for Scotland or the statutory maximum for
Northern Ireland (as the case may be).
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Personation

118.—(1) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice if they commit, or aid, abet, counsel or procure
the commission of, the offence of personation.

(2) A person is guilty of personation if they—

(a) sign a petition in person or by post as some other person, whether as an elector or as
proxy, and whether that other person is living or dead or is a fictitious person; or

(b) sign a petition, in person or by post, as proxy—

(1) for a person whom they know or have reasonable grounds for supposing to be dead
or to be a fictitious person, or

(i) when they know or have reasonable grounds for supposing that their appointment as
proxy is not in force.

(3) For the purposes of this regulation, a person who—

(a) has their signing sheet endorsed under regulation 29 (signing sheets endorsed by petition
clerk),

(b) applies for a signing sheet for the purpose of signing by post, or
(c) marks a postal signing sheet with a signature or otherwise and returns it,

is also to be taken to have signed the petition.

Other signing offences

119.—(1) A person is guilty of an offence if that person—

(a) signs a petition in person or by post, whether as an elector or as proxy, knowing that they
are not entitled to do so;

(b) applies to sign a petition by proxy or by post as an elector, knowing that they are not
entitled at any time during the signing period to sign the petition;

(c) applies for the appointment of a proxy to sign a petition for them knowing that they or
their prospective proxy is not entitled at any time during the signing period to sign the
petition; or

(d) signs a petition in person or by post, as proxy for some other person, knowing the other
person is not entitled to do so.
(2) A person is guilty of an offence if they—

(a) sign a petition in any signing place when there is in force an appointment of a person to
sign the petition as their proxy in another signing place;

(b) sign in person a petition they are only entitled to sign by post;

(c) apply for a person to be appointed as their proxy to sign a petition without applying for
the cancellation of a previous appointment of a third person then in force in respect of
that petition or without withdrawing a pending application for such an appointment.

(3) A person is guilty of an offence if they sign a petition in person as proxy for an elector at
which that person is entitled to sign by post as proxy for that elector.

(4) A person is guilty of an offence if they sign a petition as proxy for more than two persons of
whom they are not the spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild.

(5) A person is guilty of an offence if they knowingly induce or procure another person to do an
act which is, or but for that other person’s want of knowledge would be, an offence by that other
person under any of paragraphs (1) to (4).

(6) For the purposes of this regulation, and subject to paragraph (7), a person who—

(a) has their signing sheet endorsed under regulation 29 (signing sheets endorsed by petition
clerk),

(b) applies for a signing sheet for the purpose of signing the petition in person, or
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(c) marks a postal signing sheet with a signature or otherwise and returns it,
is also to be taken to have signed the petition.

(7) For the purposes of determining whether an application for a signing sheet constitutes an
offence under paragraph (1), a previous application made in circumstances which entitle the
applicant only to mark a tendered signing sheet shall, if that right is exercised, be disregarded.

(8) A person is not guilty of an offence under paragraph (2)(b) or (3) only by reason of their
having signed a tendered signing sheet in pursuance of regulation 30 (tendered signing sheets).

(9) An offence under this regulation is an illegal practice.

Offences relating to applications for postal and proxy signing

120.—(1) A person commits an offence if they—
(a) engage in an act specified in paragraph (2) in relation to a petition; and
(b) intend by doing so to deprive another person of an opportunity to sign the petition, to
secure a signature on the petition, or to gain money or property of any description.
(2) These are the acts—

(a) applying as some other person to sign a petition by post or proxy (whether that other
person is living or dead or is a fictitious person);

(b) otherwise making a false statement in, or in connection with, an application to sign a
petition by post or proxy;

(c) inducing the petition officer to send a postal signing sheet or any communication relating
to signing a petition by post or proxy to an address which has not been agreed to by the
person entitled to sign the petition;

(d) causing a communication relating to signing a petition by post or proxy or containing a
postal signing sheet not to be delivered to the intended recipient.

(3) In paragraph (2), a reference to signing the petition by post includes signing the petition by
post as a proxy and postal signing sheet is to be construed accordingly.

(4) A person who commits an offence under paragraph (1) or who aids, abets, counsels or
procures the commission of such an offence is guilty of a corrupt practice.

Breach of official duty

121.—(1) If a person to whom this regulation applies is, without reasonable cause, guilty of any
act or omission in breach of that person’s official duty, they are liable on summary conviction to a
fine.

(2) A person to whom this regulation applies is not liable for breach of their official duty to any
penalty at common law and no action for damages will lie in respect of the breach by such a
person of their official duty.

(3) The persons to whom this section applies are—

(a) the Clerk of the Crown (or, in Northern Ireland, the Clerk of the Crown for Northern
Ireland),

(b) any registration officer, petition officer or petition clerk,

(c) any other person whose duty it is to be responsible after a petition for the used signing
sheets and other documents (including returns and declarations as to expenses),

(d) any official designated by a universal postal service provider, and

(e) any deputy of a person mentioned in any of paragraphs (a) to (d) above or any person
appointed to assist or in the course of their employment assisting a person so mentioned
in connection with their official duties,

and for the purposes of this regulation “official duty” is to be construed accordingly, but does not
include duties imposed otherwise than by or under the Act.
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Tampering with signing sheets etc.

122.—(1) A person is guilty of an offence if that person—

(a) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys a signing sheet, the official mark on any
signing sheet, or a postal petition statement, declaration of identity or official envelope
used in connection with signing the petition by post;

(b) without due authority supplies a signing sheet to any person;

(c) fraudulently puts into a ballot box any paper other than any signing sheet which the
person is authorised by law to put in;

(d) fraudulently takes out of any petition signing place a signing sheet;

(e) without due authority destroys, takes, opens or otherwise interferes with a ballot box or
packet of petition signing sheets then in use for the purposes of the petition; or

(f) fraudulently or without due authority, as the case may be, attempts to do any of the
foregoing acts.

(2) If a petition officer or petition clerk counting the signing sheets or assisting at the
proceedings in connection with the issue or receipt of postal signing sheets is guilty of an offence
under this regulation, that person is liable—

(a) on conviction on indictment to a fine, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2
years, or to both;

(b) on summary conviction, to a fine, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months,
or to both.

(3) If any other person is guilty of an offence under this regulation, that person is liable on
summary conviction to a fine, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months, or to both.

Requirement of secrecy

123.—(1) A person to whom this paragraph applies must maintain and aid in maintaining the
secrecy of the proceedings in connection with the signing of a petition and must not, except for
some purpose authorised by law, communicate to any person before the end of the signing period
any information as to—

(a) the name of any elector or proxy for an elector who has or has not applied for a signing
sheet or signed the petition;

(b) the number on the register of electors of any elector who, or whose proxy, has or has not
applied for a signing sheet or signed the petition; or

(c) the official mark.

(2) Paragraph (1) applies to—
(a) apetition officer, petition clerk or assistant attending at a petition signing place;
(b) any representative of the Electoral Commission so attending.

(3) A person attending at the counting of signing sheets relating to a petition must maintain and
aid in maintaining the secrecy of such proceedings and must not—

(a) ascertain or attempt to ascertain the number or other unique identifying mark on the back
of any signing sheet; or

(b) communicate any information obtained when so attending as to the number of signing
sheets which have been signed.

(4) A person must not—
(a) interfere with or attempt to interfere with a person signing a petition; or

(b) communicate to any person the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of
the signing sheet issued to a person at a petition signing place.
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(5) A person attending the proceedings in connection with the issue or the receipt of postal
signing sheets must maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of those proceedings and must
not, except for some purpose authorised by law—

(a) communicate to any person, before the end of the signing period, any information
obtained at those proceedings as to the official mark;

(b) communicate to any person at any time any information obtained at those proceedings as
to the number or other unique identifying mark on the back of the signing sheet sent to
any person; or

(c) attempt to ascertain at proceedings on the receipt of signing sheets the number or other
unique identifying mark on the back of any such sheet.

(6) A person guilty of an offence under this regulation is liable on summary conviction to a fine
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months.

Prohibition on publication of exit polls
124.—(1) A person must not, before the end of the last day of the signing period for a petition,
publish—

(a) any statement relating to whether any person has signed the petition where that statement
is (or might reasonably be taken to be) based on information given by that person; or

(b) any forecast as to the result of the petition which is (or might reasonably be taken to be)
based on information so given.

(2) A person who contravenes paragraph (1) is liable on summary conviction to a fine or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months.

(3) In this regulation—
“forecast” includes estimate; and

“publish” means make available to the public at large, or any section of the public, in
whatever form and by whatever means.

Broadcasting from outside United Kingdom

125.—(1) No person must, with intent to influence persons to sign or refrain from signing a
petition, include, or aid, abet, counsel or procure the inclusion of, any matter relating to the
petition in any licensable programme services (within the meaning of the Broadcasting Act 1990)
provided from a place outside the United Kingdom otherwise than in pursuance of arrangements
made with—

(a) the British Broadcasting Corporation,
(b) Sianel Pedwar Cymru, or
(c) the holder of any licence granted by the Office of Communications,
for the reception and re-transmission of that matter by that body or the holder of that licence.
(2) An offence under this regulation shall be an illegal practice.

(3) Where any act or omission of an association or body of persons, corporate or unincorporate,
is an illegal practice under this regulation, any person who at the time of the act or omission was a
director, general manager, secretary or other similar officer of the association or body, or was
purporting to act in any such capacity, is deemed to be guilty of the illegal practice, unless that
person proves—

(a) that the act or omission took place without their consent or connivance; and

(b) that that person exercised all such diligence to prevent the commission of the illegal
practice as they ought to have exercised having regard to the nature of their functions in
that capacity and to all the circumstances.
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Imitation of official petition notice

126.—(1) A person must not, for the purpose of promoting or procuring the success or failure of
a petition, issue any official petition notice or a document so closely resembling an official
petition notice as to be calculated to deceive.

(2) An offence under this regulation is an illegal practice.

(3) Paragraph (3) of regulation 125 (broadcasting from outside the United Kingdom) applies as
if an offence under this regulation were an offence under that regulation.

Disturbances at petition meetings: England and Wales and Scotland

127.—(1) A person who at a public meeting to which this regulation applies acts, or incites
others to act, in a disorderly manner for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business
for which the meeting was called together is guilty of an illegal practice.

(2) This regulation applies to a political meeting held in the constituency of the MP to whom a
petition relates at any time when that MP is subject to a petition process.

(3) If a constable reasonably suspects any person of committing an offence under paragraph (1),
that constable may if requested so to do by the chairperson of the meeting require that person to
declare to that constable immediately their name and address and, if that person refuses or fails so
to declare their name and address or gives a false name and address, that person shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 1 on the standard scale.

Illegal canvassing by police officers

128.—(1) A member of a police force must not by word, message, writing or in any other
manner, endeavour to persuade any person to sign a petition held in relation to a constituency
wholly or partly within the police area of the force of which that person is a member, or dissuade
any person from signing such a petition, whether as an elector or as proxy.

(2) A person who contravenes paragraph (1) is liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding level 3 on the standard scale, but nothing in that paragraph shall subject a member of a
police force to any penalty for anything done in the discharge of their duty as a member of the
force.

(3) In this regulation, references to a member of a police force and to a police area are to be
taken in relation to Northern Ireland as references to a member of the Police Service of Northern
Ireland and to Northern Ireland.

False statements as to MP or accredited campaigner

129.—(1) A person who, or any director of any body corporate which—

(a) during the period beginning with the giving of notice under section 5 of the Act
(Speaker’s notice) and ending with the last day of the signing period, and

(b) for the purpose of affecting the outcome of the petition,

makes or publishes any false statement of fact in relation to the personal character or conduct of a
relevant person is guilty of an illegal practice, unless that person can show that they had
reasonable grounds for believing, and did believe, the statement to be true.

(2) In paragraph (1), “relevant person” means—
(a) the MP to whom the petition relates; or
(b) aperson who is an accredited campaigner in relation to that petition.

(3) A person making or publishing any false statement of fact as mentioned above may be
restrained by interim or perpetual injunction by the High Court or the county court from any
repetition of that false statement or of a false statement of a similar character in relation to the
Member of Parliament and, for the purpose of granting an interim injunction, prima facie proof of
the falsity of the statement shall be sufficient.
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(4) Article 60 of the County Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1980 (ordinary appeals from the
county court in civil cases)(a) shall apply in relation to any order of a county court in Northern
Ireland made by virtue of subsection (3) above as it applies in relation to any such decree of a
county court as is mentioned in paragraph (1) of that Article.

(5) In the application of this regulation to Scotland, a reference to the county court is to be read
as a reference to the sheriff.

Payments for exhibition of petition notices

130.—(1) A payment or contract for payment for the purpose of promoting or procuring the
success or failure of a petition may not be made to an elector or their proxy on account of the
exhibition of, or the use of any house, land, building or premises for the exhibition of, any address,
bill or notice, unless—

(a) it is the ordinary business of the elector or proxy as an advertising agent to exhibit for
payment bills and advertisements; and

(b) the payment or contract is made in the ordinary course of that business.

(2) If any payment or contract for payment is knowingly made in contravention of this
regulation at any time after the giving of notice under section 5 of the Act (Speaker’s notice)—

(a) the person making the payment or contract, and

(b) if that person knew it to be in contravention of this regulation, any person receiving the
payment or being a party to the contract,

is guilty of an illegal practice.

Details to appear on petition publications

131.—(1) This regulation applies to any material which can reasonably be regarded as intended
to promote or procure the success or failure of a petition (whether or not it can be so regarded as
intended to achieve any other purpose as well).

(2) Material to which this regulation applies and which is, or is contained in, such a document as
is mentioned in paragraphs (4) to (6), must not be published unless the requirements of that
paragraph are complied with.

(3) For the purposes of paragraphs (4) to (6) the following details are “the relevant details” in
the case of any material falling within paragraph (2), namely—

(a) the name and address of the printer of the document;
(b) the name and address of the promoter of the material; and

(c) the name and address of any person on behalf of whom the material is being published
(and who is not the promoter).

(4) Where the material is a document consisting (or consisting principally) of a single side of
printed matter, the relevant details must appear on the face of the document.

(5) Where the material is a printed document other than one to which paragraph (4) applies, the
relevant details must appear either on the first or the last page of the document.

(6) Where the material is an advertisement contained in a newspaper or periodical—

(a) the name and address of the printer of the newspaper or periodical must appear either on
its first or last page; and

(b) the relevant details specified in paragraph (3)(b) and (c¢) must be included in the
advertisement.

(7) Where any material falling within paragraph (2) is published in contravention of that
paragraph, then (subject to paragraphs (8) and (9))—

(a) N.LS.I1980/397 (N.L 3).
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(a) the promoter of the material,
(b) any other person by whom the material is so published, and
(c) the printer of the document,
is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine.
(8) It is a defence for a person charged with an offence under this regulation to prove—

(a) that the contravention of paragraph (2) arose from circumstances beyond their control;
and

(b) that they took all reasonable steps, and exercised all due diligence, to ensure that that
contravention would not arise.

(9) Where an MP (apart from this paragraph) is guilty of an offence under paragraph (7), they
are instead guilty of an illegal practice.

(10) In this regulation—
“print” means print by whatever means, and “printer” is construed accordingly;

“the promoter”, in relation to any material to which this regulation applies, means the person
causing the material to be published;

“publish” means make available to the public at large, or any section of the public, in
whatever form and by whatever means.

(11) For the purpose of determining whether any material is material such as is mentioned in
paragraph (1), it is immaterial that it does not expressly mention the name of the MP to whom the
petition relates.

Prohibition of paid canvassers

132.—(1) If a person is, either before, during or after a petition, engaged or employed for
payment or promise of payment as a canvasser for the purpose of promoting or procuring the
success or failure of the petition—

(a) the person so engaging or employing that person, and

(b) the person so engaged or employed,

is guilty of illegal employment.

(2) A person guilty of an offence under paragraph (1) shall, on summary conviction, be liable to
a fine; and on a prosecution for such an offence it shall be sufficient to allege that the person
charged was guilty of illegal employment.

(3) Where an MP (apart from this paragraph) is guilty of an offence under paragraph (1), they
are instead guilty of an illegal practice.

(4) Any person charged with an offence of illegal employment may be found guilty of that
offence, notwithstanding that the act constituting the offence amounted to a corrupt or illegal
practice.

Providing money for illegal purposes

133.—(1) Where a person knowingly provides money—
(a) for any payment which is contrary to the provisions of the Act or these Regulations,

(b) for any expenses incurred in excess of the maximum amount allowed by or under the Act,
or

(c) for replacing any money expended in any such payment or expenses,

that person is guilty of an illegal payment.

(2) A person guilty of an offence under paragraph (1) shall, on summary conviction, be liable to
a fine; and on a prosecution for such an offence it shall be sufficient to allege that the person
charged was guilty of an illegal payment.
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(3) Where an MP (apart from this paragraph) is guilty of an offence under paragraph (1), they
are instead guilty of an illegal practice.

(4) Any person charged with an offence of illegal payment may be found guilty of that offence,
notwithstanding that the act constituting the offence amounted to a corrupt or illegal practice.

Bribery

134.—(1) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice if that person is guilty of bribery.

(2) A person is guilty of bribery if that person, directly or indirectly, by themselves or by any
other person on their behalf—

(a) gives any money or procures any office to or for—
(1) any person entitled to sign a petition,
(i1) any other person on behalf of any person entitled to sign a petition, or
(iii) any other person,
in order to induce any person to sign a petition or to refrain from doing so;

(b) corruptly does any such act on account of any person having signed the petition or
refrained from doing so; or

(c) makes any such gift or procurement to or for any person in order to induce that person to
procure, or endeavour to procure, a particular outcome in the petition or a person to sign
it or refrain from doing so.

(3) A person is guilty of bribery if upon or in consequence of any gift or procurement mentioned
in paragraph (2) that person procures or engages, promises or endeavours to procure a particular
outcome in the petition or a person to sign it or refrain from doing so.

(4) For the purposes of paragraphs (2) and (3)—

(a) references to giving money include references to giving, lending, agreeing to give or lend,
offering, promising, or promising to procure or endeavour to procure any money or
valuable consideration; and

(b) references to procuring any office include references to giving, procuring, agreeing to
give or procure, offering, promising, or promising to procure or to endeavour to procure
any office, place or employment.

(5) A person is guilty of bribery if that person advances or pays or causes to be paid any money
to or for the use of any other person with the intent that that money or any part of it will be
expended in bribery in relation to a petition or knowingly pays or causes to be paid any money to
any person in discharge or repayment of any money wholly or in part expended in bribery in
relation to a petition.

(6) This regulation does not apply to any money paid or agreed to be paid for or on account of
any legal expenses incurred in good faith in relation to a petition.

(7) A person signing a petition is guilty of bribery if, before the end of the signing period, that
person directly or indirectly by themselves or by any other person on their behalf receives, agrees,
or contracts for any money, gift, loan or valuable consideration, office, place or employment for
themselves or for any other person for signing the petition or agreeing to do so or for refraining or
agreeing to refrain from doing so.

(8) A person is guilty of bribery if, after the end of the signing period for a petition, that person
directly or indirectly by themselves or by any other person on their behalf receives any money or
valuable consideration on account of any person having signed the petition or refrained from
doing so or having induced any other person to sign or refrain from doing so.

(9) In this regulation, the expression “person signing the petition” includes any person who is or
claims to be entitled to sign the petition.
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Treating

135.—(1) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice if that person is guilty of treating.

(2) A person is guilty of treating if they corruptly, by themselves or by any other person, at any
time after notice is given under section 5 of the Act (Speaker’s notice) in relation to a petition,
directly or indirectly give or provide, or pay wholly or in part the expense of giving or providing,
any meat, drink, entertainment or provision to or for any person—

(a) for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person or any other person to sign that
petition or to refrain from doing so; or

(b) on account of that person or any other person having signed the petition or refrained from
doing so, or being about to sign the petition or to refrain from doing so.

(3) Every elector or their proxy who corruptly accepts or takes any such meat, drink,
entertainment or provision is also guilty of treating.

Undue influence

136.—(1) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice if that person is guilty of undue influence.
(2) A person is guilty of undue influence—

(a) if that person, directly or indirectly, by themselves or by any other person on their behalf,
makes use of or threatens to make use of any force, violence or restraint, or inflicts or
threatens to inflict, by themselves or by any other person, any temporal or spiritual injury,
damage, harm or loss upon or against any person in order to induce or compel that person
to sign a petition or to refrain from doing so, or on account of that person having signed
the petition or refrained from doing so; or

(b) if, by abduction, duress or any fraudulent device or contrivance, that person impedes or
prevents, or intends to impede or prevent, the free exercise of the entitlement to sign a
petition of an elector or their proxy, or so compels, induces or prevails upon, or intends so
to compel, induce or prevail upon, an elector or proxy either to sign a petition or to refrain
from doing so.

Absent signing
137. A person who—

(a) in any declaration or form used for absent signing of a petition, makes a statement which
that person knows to be false, or

(b) attests an application for absent signing of a petition when that person knows that they are
not authorised to do so or that it contains a statement which is false,

is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine.

Interference with notices

138. Any person who without lawful authority destroys, mutilates, defaces or removes—
(a) any notice published by the petition officer in connection with their duties as such, or

(b) any copies of a document which have been made available for inspection in pursuance of
those duties,

is liable on a summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

Corrupt and illegal practices

139. Paragraph 25 of Schedule 3 to the Act (corrupt and illegal practices) applies to an offence
under this Part that is a corrupt or illegal practice as if that offence were such an offence under that
Schedule.
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PART 7
MISCELLANEOUS

Questioning the outcome of a petition

140. Schedule 4 (legal proceedings: application to recall petitions of existing provisions) is to
have effect.

Public notice of early termination
141.—(1) This regulation applies to a petition which has terminated in accordance with section
13 of the Act (early termination of recall petition process).
(2) The public notice given by the petition officer under section 13(8)(b) must include—
(a) the name and constituency of the MP to whom the petition related;
(b) the recall condition which was met in relation to that MP;
(c) the beginning and end dates of the signing period for that petition;
(d) the condition under section 13(1) of the Act which has been met.

(3) The petition clerk must forward to the petition officer, as soon as practicable after
termination of the petition takes effect, the documents referred to in regulation 37(1)(a) to (f)
(procedure on close of petition), which are located at the signing place, in accordance and the
provisions of that regulation is to apply to this regulation as it applies to that regulation.

(4) The petition officer must forward to the registration officer as soon as practicable after the
early termination of the petition, any documents in the possession of the petition officer referred to
in—

(a) regulation 44(1) (as applied by regulation 44(2)) (delivery of documents to the
registration officer), and

(b) regulation 114 (1) to (3) (forwarding of documents)
and the provisions of those regulations are to apply to this regulation as they apply to those
regulations.

(5) In the application of this regulation to Scotland, the petition officer is not required to forward
the documents mentioned to the registration officer but instead the petition officer must retain
those documents and regulation 47 (retention and disposal of documents: Scotland) is to apply to
those documents as it applies to documents retained under that regulation.

(6) In the application of this regulation to England and Wales and Northern Ireland, the
reference to “the registration officer” is a reference to—

(a) for England and Wales—

(1) the registration officer of the local authority in whose area the constituency of the
MP to whom the petition relates is situated, or

(ii) if the constituency includes any part of the area of more than one local authority, the
registration officer of the local authority in whose area the greatest number of
electors is registered;

(b) for Northern Ireland, the Clerk of the Crown for Northern Ireland.

Communication of applications, notices etc

142. The requirement in these Regulations that any application, notice, representation or
objection should be in writing is satisfied where (apart from the usual meaning of that expression)
the text of it—

(a) is transmitted by electronic means;

(b) is received in legible form; and
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(c) is capable of being used for subsequent reference.

Electronic signatures and related certificates

143.—(1) A requirement under these Regulations for an application, notice, representation or
objection to be signed is satisfied (as an alternative to the signature being given by hand) where
there is—

(a) an electronic signature incorporated into or otherwise logically associated with a
particular electronic communication; and

(b) the certification by any person of such a signature.

(2) For the purposes of this regulation an electronic signature is so much of anything in
electronic form as—

(a) is incorporated into or otherwise logically associated with any electronic communication
or both; and

(b) purports to be so incorporated or associated for the purpose of being used in establishing
the authenticity of the communication, the integrity of the communication or both.

(3) For the purposes of this regulation an electronic signature incorporated into or associated
with a particular electronic communication is certified by any person if that person (whether
before or after the making of the communication) has made a statement confirming that—

(a) the signature,
(b) ameans of producing, communicating or verifying the signature, or
(c) aprocedure applied to the signature,

is (either alone or in combination with other factors) a valid means of establishing the authenticity
of the communication, the integrity of the communication or both.

(4) This regulation does not apply to the provision of signatures under regulations 27 (signing
procedure: England and Wales and Scotland) or regulation 28 (signing procedure: Northern
Ireland) which must be given by hand.

Forms

144.—(1) The petition officer must supply free of charge as many forms for use in accordance
with these Regulations as appear to that officer reasonable in the circumstances to any person who
satisfies that officer of their intention to use the forms in connection with a petition.

(2) A reference in these Regulations to a form in Schedule 2 identified by a letter is—

(a) in relation to a petition held in a constituency in Scotland, a reference to the form
identified by that letter in Part 1 of that Schedule;

(b) in relation to a petition held in a constituency in England and Wales, a reference to the
form identified by that letter either in Part 1 or Part 2 of that Schedule;

(c) in relation to a petition held in a constituency in Northern Ireland, a reference to a form
identified by that letter in Part 3 of that Schedule unless there is no form with that letter in
that Part, in which case it is a reference to the form identified by that letter in Part 1.

(3) Where these Regulations require a form in Schedule 2 to be used, with the exception of
Form A (the signing sheet), a form to substantially like effect may be used with such variations as
the circumstances may require.

Time

145. In computing any period of time for the purposes of these Regulations any day which is not
a working day is to be disregarded(a).

(a) See section 22 of the Act for the definition of working day.
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Translations etc of certain documents

146.—(1) Subject to paragraph (4), paragraphs (2) and (3) apply to any document which under
or by virtue of these Regulations is required or authorised to be given to electors or displayed in
any place for the purposes of a petition.

(2) The petition officer who is required or authorised to give or display the document must, as
the petition officer thinks appropriate, give or display or otherwise make available in such form as
the petition officer considers appropriate—

(a) the document in Braille,
(b) the document in languages other than English,
(c) graphical representations of the information contained in the document,

(d) other means of making the information contained in the document accessible to persons
who might not otherwise have reasonable access to the information.

(3) The petition officer required or authorised to give or display the document must also, as the
petition officer considers appropriate, make available the information contained in the document
in such audible form as the petition officer thinks appropriate.

(4) Paragraphs (2) and (3) do not apply to the signing sheet.

Public notices and declarations
147.—(1) This regulation applies to any public notice which is required by these Regulations to
be given by a petition officer.

(2) Public notice must be given by posting the notice in some conspicuous place or places (as
the case may be) in the constituency for which the officer acts, and may also be given in such
other manner as the officer thinks desirable for publicising it.

Publication of documents

148.—(1) Any failure to publish a document in accordance with these Regulations does not
invalidate the document, but this provision does not relieve any person from any penalty for such a
failure.

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), where a document is made available for inspection, any person may
make a copy (whether in handwriting or by other means) of the whole or any part of such a
document.

(3) Paragraph (2) is subject to any restriction as to the making of copies which is imposed by—
(a) regulation 80(6); and
(b) paragraph 3(7) of Schedule 3.

Amendment to section 9(4) of the Act

149. Section 9(4) of the Act (recall petition to be made available for signing) is substituted as
follows—
“(4) The wording of a petition signing sheet must include the following—

By signing in the box below, you are signing a petition for [name of MP], the MP for
[name of constituency], to lose [his/her] seat in the House of Commons.

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP
will lose [his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of
[his/her] seat does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP
will not lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.”.
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Modification of section 6C PPERA 2000

150. Section 6C of PPERA 2000 (accredited observers: individuals) is to apply for the purposes
of attending the count of a petition under regulation 39 (the count) as it applies for the purposes of
attending the proceedings for the counting of votes under that section.

Fee for the copy of the return or declaration or any other document

151. For the purposes of paragraph 9 of Schedule 5 to the Act (inspection of returns and
accompanying documents) the prescribed fee under subparagraph (c) is to be 20p for each side of
paper supplied under that subparagraph.

Notices in connection with alteration of registers: amendments
152.—(1) The 2001 Regulations, the 2001 (Scotland) Regulations and the 2008 Regulations are
amended as follows.

(2) In regulation 36 of both the 2001 Regulations and the 2001 (Scotland) Regulations (notices
in connection with registration: England and Wales and Scotland)—

(a) in paragraph (2)—

(1) after “13AB(2)”, for “or” substitute “,”;

(1) after “(3D)” insert “or 13BC(3) or (6)”; and
(b) after paragraph (3) insert—

“(4) For the purposes of section 13BC(5)(a) of the 1983 Act (alteration of the registers:
recall petition), the prescribed time is one hour before the end of the signing period (within
the meaning of section 9(2) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015).”.

(3) In the 2008 Regulations—
(a) in regulation 25 (alteration of the registers: Northern Ireland)—
(i) in the heading and in paragraph (2), after “section 13BA(3)” insert “or 13BC”; and
(ii) after paragraph (1), insert—

“(1A) For the purposes of section 13BC(2)(d) of the 1983 Act (alteration of registers:
recall petition) the prescribed date is the eleventh day before the beginning of the signing
period (within the meaning of section 9(2) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015).”;

(b) in regulation 44 (notices in connection with registration: Northern Ireland)—
(1) in paragraph (2)—
(aa) after “13A(2)”, for “or” substitute ,”,
(bb) after “(9)” insert “or 13BC(3) or (6)”’; and
(ii) after paragraph (3) insert—

“(4) For the purposes of section 13BC(5)(a) of the 1983 Act, the prescribed time is three
hours before the end of the signing period (within the meaning of section 9(2) of the Recall

of MPs Act 2015).”.
John Penrose
Minister for Constitutional Reform
3rd March 2016 Cabinet Office
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SCHEDULES

SCHEDULE 1 Regulation 9
SUPPLY OF REGISTER

Supply of copy of register of parliamentary electors to petition officer: England and Wales
and Scotland

1.—(1) As soon as practicable after the registration officer is notified by the petition officer that
the petition officer has received a Speaker’s notice under section 5 of the Act (Speakers notice),
that registration officer must supply the petition officer with as many printed copies of the
following as the petition officer may reasonably require for the purposes of the petition —

(a) the latest revised version of the register of parliamentary electors for the constituency to
which the petition relates published under section 13(1) or (3) of the 1983 Act; and

(b) any notice published under section 13A(2), 13B(3B) or (3D), 13BA(9) or 13BC(3) of that
Act setting out an alteration to the latest version of that register.

(2) The registration officer must also supply the petition officer with as many printed copies of
any notices issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act as the petition officer may reasonable
require for the purposes of the petition as soon as practicable after any such notice is issued.

(3) Where the registration officer is under a duty to supply a petition officer with printed copies
of a register or notice under this paragraph, the registration officer must also supply a copy of the
register or notice in data form.

(4) A copy of a register or notice supplied under this paragraph is to be supplied free of charge.

(5) A person to whom a copy of a register or notice has been supplied under this paragraph must
not, other than for the purposes of the petition—

(a) supply a copy of that register or those notices to any other person;
(b) disclose any information contained in them that is not contained in the edited register; or

(c) make use of any such information.

Supply of record of anonymous entries to petition officer: England and Wales and Scotland

2.—(1) Whenever the registration officer supplies a copy of the register or notice in accordance
with paragraph 1 to a petition officer, the registration officer must also supply a copy of the record
of anonymous entries so far as it relates to that register.

(2) The petition officer to whom a copy of the record has been supplied under this paragraph
must not, other than for the purposes of a petition—

(a) supply a copy of the record to any other person;
(b) disclose any information contained in it; or
(c) make use of such information.

(3) The petition officer supplied with a copy of the record under this paragraph must take proper
precautions for its safe custody.
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Supply of register on request and specific restrictions
3.—(1) The petition officer must supply free of charge a copy of the register and any notices
issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act upon request to—

(a) a registered party other than a minor party, within the meaning of section 160(1) of
PPERA 2000 (general interpretation);

(b) the MP to whom a petition relates;
(c) the Electoral Commission;

(d) the Security Service, Government Communications Headquarters and the Secret
Intelligence Service;

(e) any police force in Great Britain, the Police Service of Northern Ireland and the Police
Service of Northern Ireland (Reserve), the National Crime Agency and any body of
constables established under an Act of Parliament; and

(f) an accredited campaigner within the meaning of Part 5 of Schedule 3 to the Act.
(2) A request under subparagraph (1) must be made in writing and must—
(a) specify the documents requested;

(b) state whether the request is made only in respect of the current documents or whether it
includes a request for the supply of any subsequent document on publication for so long
as the person making the request falls within the category of persons entitled to receive
the documents requested; and

(c) state whether a printed copy of any of the documents is requested instead of the version in
data form.

(3) Unless a request has been made in advance of supply under subparagraph (2)(c), the copy of
a document supplied under this paragraph is to be in data form.

(4) The petition officer must supply the documents referred to in subparagraph (2) in accordance
with a request that has been duly made.

(5) A person or body to whom this paragraph applies who has been supplied with a copy of a
register or notices under this paragraph must not, other than for purposes set out in subparagraph
(6)—

(a) supply a copy of that register or those notices to any other person;
(b) disclose any information contained in them that is not contained in the edited register; or
(c) make use of any such information.
(6) Those purposes are—
(a) in the case of a person or body falling within subparagraph (1)(a) or (b)—
(i) the purposes of the petition, or

(ii) the purposes of complying with the control on donations under Schedule 4 to the
Act;

(b) in the case of the Electoral Commission, purposes in connection with their functions
under, or by virtue of, PPERA 2000;

(c) 1in the case of a person or body falling within subparagraph (1)(d) or (e)—

(i) the prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of the criminal law
(whether in the United Kingdom or elsewhere),

(ii) the vetting of a relevant person (within the meaning of regulation 109(5) of the 2001
Regulations and regulation 108(5) of the 2001 (Scotland) Regulations) for the
purposes of safeguarding national security;

(d) in the case of an accredited campaigner within the meaning of Part 5 of Schedule 3 to the
Act—
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(i) purposes in connection with the campaign in respect of the accreditation notice
delivered to the petition officer under paragraph 17(1)(b) of Schedule 3 to the Act
(accredited campaigners and responsible persons); or

(i1) the purposes of complying with the controls on donations in Schedule 4 to the Act
(control of donations to accredited campaigners).

SCHEDULE 2 Regulation 10(3)
FORMS

PART 1
United Kingdom

Form A Signing sheet

Front of signing sheet

Petition signing sheet

Petition to Remove the MP for [insert name of constituency], [insert name of MP]

You should only complete this signing sheet if you support the petition for the
removal of the MP named above.

[insert wording in section 9(4) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 as amended from time
to time]

My Signature is:

86



Back of signing sheet

Number

[other unique identifying mark]

Petition to Remove the MP for [inserf name of constituency]

Between [insert first date of the petition signing period] and [insert final date of the petition

signing period]
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Directions as to printing the signing sheet
1. Nothing is to be printed on the signing sheet except in accordance with these directions.

2. So far as is practicable, the arrangements set out in paragraphs 3 to 7 must be observed
in the printing of the signing sheet (Form A).

3. No word may be printed on the front of the signing sheet except:
(a) the heading “Petition signing sheet”;
(b) the sub-heading “Petition to Remove the MP for.........";
(c) after that sub-heading, the name of the constituency and the name of the MP;
(d) the direction “You should only complete this signing sheet if you support the petition
for the removal of the MP named above”;
(e) the words required by section 9(4) of the Act (as it has effect from time to time); and
(f) the words “My Signature is:”.

4. A box must be printed:
(a) to the right of the words “My Signature is:” where the petition is to be signed;
(b) around the words “My Signature is:” and the box referred to in sub-paragraph (a).

5. No rule may be printed on the front of the signing sheet except:
(a) as part of a box referred to in paragraph 4;
(b) a horizontal rule above the heading referred to in paragraph 3(a);
(c) a horizontal rule above and below the sub-heading and name and constituency
referred to in paragraph 3(b) and (c) ;
(d) a horizontal rule below the box referred to in paragraph 4(b);
(e) a vertical rule on both sides of the signing sheet joining the horizontal rules referred
to in sub-paragraphs (b) and (d).

6. All the words on the front of the signing sheet must appear in the same type except that:
(a) the heading must appear in very large and bold type;
(b) the sub-heading and name of the constituency and name of the MP referred to in
paragraph 3(b) and (c) must appear in large and bold type; and
(c) the words in the direction referred to in paragraph 3(d), must appear in bold type.

7. The number and other unique identifying mark must be printed close to each other on the
back of the signing sheet.
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Form B Corresponding number list for use at a petition signing place

Constituency:

Petition signing dates:

Signing place:

Sheet No.:

Signing Sheet Number Elector Number
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Form C Corresponding number list

Constituency:

Petition signing dates:

Sheet No.:

Signing Sheet Number Unique Identifying Mark Elector Number (to be
completed only in respect of
signing sheets issued to postal
signers)
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Form D Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition in person

First page of petition notice

Your details: [LOCAL AUTHORITY'S
# [ELECTOR'S NAME ADDRESS AND
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] CONTACT DETAILS]

# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an
anonymous elecfor. Notice to an anonymous efector must
be delivered in a sealed envelope

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Elector's name]

Notice of Petition to remove the MP for fname of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register,
however signing the petition is optional.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been jconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence]*J[**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)*

]]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*J]**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
** Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, fname of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [histher] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP]MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

What to do if you wish to sign the petition

## [You do not need to take this notice with you if you go to sign the petition at your official signing
place.]

## [You must take this notice with you if you go to sign the petition at your official signing place,
otherwise you won't be able to sign it.J

## If an anonymous elector, omit the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit the words in the second set of brackets
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Second page of petition notice

Your Official Signing Place:

finsert address]

When is the petition available to sign?
Pelition open between finsert dates and fimes]

You can apply to sign the petition by post or you can appoint someone else to sign it for
you. More information can be found below.

This gpace for map of signing place (E \‘I
“ If you need any help or to

find out if your sighing place is

accessible, please contact us.

[Patition Officer o add contact detalls including
wabsite § aporontiate)

Other ways to sign the petition

You can apply to sign the petition by post.

Completed applications must reach us by [#imef on [day] [date of deadiing].
[fyou choose to sign by post you will not be able to sign the petition in person at your signing place.

You can apply to sign by proxy (this means someone else can sign on your behalf in person or by
post).

Completed applications must reach us before ftime] on [day] [date of deadline] |f you appoint a
proxy you can sign the petition if you wish, but only if your proxy has not already signed it on your
behalf atthe signing place and has not applied for a prowy postal signing sheet.

Contact us if you wish to apply to sign the petition by post or proxy.

Emergency Proxy

If after ftime] on [the sixth day before the final signing day]you are unable to sign in person
because you:

o Have a medical condition
e | earnyou cannot go to the signing place because of work reasons

YoU can apply to sign the petition by prooy.

Completed applications must reach us before [time] on [day] [date of deadling]. To find oul how fo
apply, call the helpline immediately.
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Final page of petition notice
It is an offence to:

¢ Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

* IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used
to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone
from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person
may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition
officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local
authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police

for investigation.
* delete if notice is sent to an anonymous efector

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form E Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice

Your details: [LOCAL AUTHORITY’S
# [ELECTOR'S NAME ADDRESS AND
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] CONTACT DETAILS]

# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an
anonymous elecfor. Notice to an anonymous efector must
be delivered in a sealed envelope

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Elector’s name]

Postal Notice of Petition to remove the VP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register and you
have a postal vote arrangement in force, however signing the petition is optional.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been fconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence]*]**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Pariiamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/ffined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*[[**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhisther] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Information - signing the petition

We will send your petition signing sheet around fday] [date] [month] [year] # [addressed to]:

# [Eleclor’'s name and qualifying address here]
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Second page of petition notice

Your postal signing pack

e You will recelve a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have a postal vote
arrangement in force.
e You will not be able to sign the petition at a signing place.

e |[fyou have notreceived your postal signing sheet by fday] [ date] fmonth] call finsert helpline
number].

How to sign the petition

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet and postal signing statement, read the
instructions carefully.

2. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

3. We need to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/f final day for signing the pelition].

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or postal petition statement, or make a mistake:

e  [Flease phone the helplineg immediately.
s e can only issue areplacement postal signing pack before [timef on [day/ date of
teatfiine].

Ifyou would rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sign on your behalf, you must
cancel your postal vote before ftime] on [dayf date of deadline]. For more information, please call
the helpline.

Q If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can get
independent help by calling our helpline;

[Pettion Officer fo add contact details including webs el

Itis an offence to:

e Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another person's petition signing sheet.

e Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a prosy
for another person.

& Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

e Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.
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Final page of petition notice

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used
to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone
from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person
may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition
officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local
authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police

for investigation.
*delete if notice is sent to an anonymous elector

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form F Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition in person

First page of petition notice

Your details: [LOCAL AUTHORITY’S
# [PROXY'S NAME ADDRESS AND
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] CONTACT DETAILS]

# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an
anonymous elector. Notice to an anonymous elector must
be delivered in a sealed envelope

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Proxy’s name]

Proxy Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that *{the person named
on the back of this notice] fanother person] has appointed you as a proxy to sign
on their behalf at this petition. However signing the petition is optional.

*If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square brackets.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been jconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentencej*[**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/ffined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*[[**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhisther] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.
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Second page of petition notice

What to do if vou wish to sign the petition

You should chedk with the person who has named you as their proxy whether or not they wish you
to sign the petition on their behalf.

#H [You do not need o take this nolice with you if vou go fo sign the petilion at vour official signing
place ]

#H [You must take this nofice with vou If wvou go fo sign the petifion al vour official signing place,
otharwise yvou waon't be able fo sign it ]

R F an anonvimous elector, ort the words In the first set of frackets, i not omit the words In the second,

Your Official Sighing Place:

finsert address]

YWhen is the petition available to sign?
Petition ogpen belween [inser dales and times]

You can apply to sign the petition by post. More information can be found below.

-

This space for map of signing place i “\.l

L’"-'n/ If you need any help or to
find out if your signing place is
accessible, please contact us.

[Petition Officer to add contact details
including website f appropriate]

Signing as a proxy

** [The person named below] fanather personj has appointed vou as a proxy o sign on their behalf
al this petition.}
*You do nof need fo fake this nofice with vou to sign the pelifion.] [You must have this nolice wiih

wiou Iif you go to sign the petifion. You cannof sign as & proxy without it =i sent to the proxy of ananonymaus
alector omi the words Ineach of the first set of Braciets. If not ormit the waords ineachof the second sets of brackels.

For this petition you are the proxy for:

iElectar's nams)

{Hectar's address)

{Electar's number on the register)]

[The person with this elector number. (Insert eleclor's number on the regisier)]

*If anonymous elector armit the words in the first sat of aquare brackets If pot omit the words in the szcond set of
square brackets.

The person you are proxy for can sign the petition themselves if they wish — but only if
you have not already signed the petition on their behalf.
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Final page of petition notice
How to sign the petition as a proxy:

1. *[At the signing place, tell the staff that you are a proxy for the person named above. They will
give you that person’s petition signing sheet.] *[At the signing place, ask to speak to the
petition clerk and show them this letter. They will give you the petition signing sheet for the
person you are proxy fOI’.] *If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the
words in the second set of square brackets.

2. Read the content of the signing sheet and sign it in the box provided.

3. Fold the signing sheet and put it in the ballot box.

If you need any help, just ask the staff.

If you are away or cannot go to the signing place.

e You can apply to sign the petition by post. The deadline for completed applications is [time]
on [day] [date of deadline].

e If you are given a petition signing sheet by post, you or the person you are proxy for will not
be able to sign in person at this petition.

+ To find out how to apply, please call us on [insert helpline number or other contact
details].

It is an offence to:

e Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition, the hame of the person on whose behalf you
have signed, will be marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the
‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the
result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the
marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the
inspection will take place under the supervision of local authority staff and the person can only

make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for investigation.
*delete if notice is sent to an anonymous elecior

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form G Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice

Your details: [LOCAL
# [PROXY'S NAME AUTHORITY'S
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] ADDRESS AND
# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an CONTACT DETA/LS]

anonymous elector. Notice to an anonymous elector must
be delivered in a sealed envelope

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Proxy’s name]

Proxy Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that *{the person named
on the back of this notice] fanother person] has appointed you as a proxy to sign
on their behalf at this petition and you have a postal vote arrangement in force.

However signing the petition is optional.
*If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. [f not omit the words in the second set of square brackets.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been [convicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered]to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence[* [

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/flevel of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*J[**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, fname of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [his/her] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP]MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.
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Second page of petition notice

For this petition you are the proxy for:

*[(Elector's name)

(Elector's address)

(Elector's number on the register)]

[The person with this elector number. (Insert elector's number on the register)].

*If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square brackets.

Your postal signing pack

¢ You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have postal vote
arrangement in force.

e You will not be able to sign the petition in a signing place.

¢ If you have not received your postal signing sheet by [day] [date] [month] call [insert helpline
number].

How to sign the petition

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet and postal petition statement, read the
instructions carefully.

2. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

3. We need to receive both these forms by [timej on [day/ final day for signing the petition].

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or postal petition statement, or make a mistake:

¢ Please phone the helpline immediately.
¢ e can only issue a replacement postal sighing pack before [time] on [day/ date of
deadline].

If you would rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sigh on your behalf, you
must cancel your postal vote before [time] on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information,
please call the helpline.

Information — signing the petition
We will send your petition signing sheet around fday] [date] [month] [year] ***[addressed to]:

*** Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to the proxy of an anonymous elector. Notice to proxy of an anonymous
elector must be delivered in a sealed envelope.

You should check with the person who has named you as their proxy whether or not they wish you
to sign the petition on their behalf.
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Final page of petiion nofice

If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can get
independent help by calling our helpline:

[Pettion Officer fo add contact details including webs bef

Itis an offence to;

s Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent foryour use or interfere with
another person's petition signing sheet.

s Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a prosey
for another persaon.

e Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

e Sign the petition as a prowxy for someone if you knaow that by law they are not allawed to sign
the petition .

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition, the name of the person on whose behalf you
have signed, will be marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the
‘marked register and helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the
result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the
marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the inspection
will take place under the supervision of local authority staff and the person can only make

handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for investigation.
*dielete § notice Js sent to an anonyous elector

Yours sincerely

Fetition Officer
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FormH Guidance for persons signing the petition

How to sign the petition

Go to the desk and tell the staff your
1 name and address.
They will give you a petition signing sheet.

I

Read the signing sheet and sign it in
2 the box provided.

VWhen you have signed your signing
3 sheet, fold it.

Put your folded signing sheet into the
ballot box.

If you make a mistake or need some help, just
& ask the staff.
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Form | Certificate of employment

Certificate of Employment

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

Petition signing period [day] [date] [month] [year] to [day] [date] [month] [year]

Constituency: fname of constituency]

The person named below is entitled to sign the petition at any signing place in the above petition area on
production and surrender of this certificate to the Petition Officer or signing place staff.

| certify that (name of elector)

who is numbered* in the register of electors for the petition area
named above, cannot reasonably be expected to go in person to the signing place allotted to them by reason
of his/her employment on the remaining dates that the petition is available for signing.

- as a constable™

— as a Palice Community Support Officer*

— by me (Only applies to Petition Officer’s staff)**

Signature Petition Officer/Police Officer (Inspector or above)**
Date

* The elector’s number can be found on the petition notice letter which was sent to them when the petition
was announced, or can be checked by contacting the Electoral Registration Officer.

**Person completing the form to delete whichever does not apply.
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Form J Proxy paper

Proxy Paper

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

Constituency

Name of Proxy

Address of Proxy

You have been appointed as proxy for:
{Elector name)

*[who is qualified to be registered at:
(Qualifying address)]

*[who qualifies as an overseas elector in respect of the above constituency]

to sign for them at this petition.

**[This proxy appointment is not valid until................. ]

**[This proxy appointment remains valid until................. ]
Signature, {Petition Officer)
Address

Date

* Enter as appropriate
** Delete whichever is in appropriate

This proxy paper gives you the right to sign the petition as a proxy for the elector named above.
However, you may not sign the petition as proxy at the same petition for more than two electors
of whom you are not the spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild.

Your appointment as a proxy may be for a particular petition only, or it may be for a definite or
indefinite period.

If it is for a particular petition, you may have the right to sign the petition as proxy only at the
petition specified in the proxy paper.

Ifitis for an indefinite period, you have in general the right to sign the petition at any petition held
in the constituency, until you are informed to the contrary.

If it is for a definite period, your right to sign the petition as proxy expires on the date stated on
the form.

You may sign the petition as proxy at the signing place allotted to the elector on whose behalf you
are appointed. Shortly before the petition opens you will be sent a proxy petition notice telling
you where the signing place is. You do not need to take either the petition notice or this proxy
paper to the signing place but you may find it helpful to do so.

If you cannot sign the petition in person at the signing place, you should consult the petition
officer about your right to sign it by post.
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Form K Postal petition statement

Front of stafement

Postal petition statement [Space for barcode]

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [insert
name of MP]

Final day for receipt of completed petition signing sheets: [day] [date]
[name of month] [vear]

Important - You only need to sign this petition statement if you wish
to sign the petition. Signing the petition is optional.

If you wish to sign the petition, you must also fill in and return this

statement with your petition signing sheet for your signature in
support of the petition to be counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

Name: * Petition signing sheet number:

* Perition (fficer to irsert name but omit wiere sent to an anomymous-elector

Check that the number on the back of your signing sheet matches the
number shown above. If these do not match, call us immediately on
[insert helpline number].

| am the person the signing sheet numbered above was sent to.

My Date of Birth is: ‘ ‘ ’| l |‘ | | | J
Day Month Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Petifion Officer to
amif box whare the
elector has baen granted

& waher

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to sign the petition using a signing sheet that was not
sent for your use or interfere with another person’s signing sheet. It is
an offence to sign the petition more than once (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).
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Back of stalemert

¢) Instructions for signing the petition by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please
call us on [insert helpline number].

1.

If you choose to sign the petition for your MP to be removed you
must complete and return both the petition signing sheet and this
statement.

. This statement is used to check you are, who you say you are, and

your petition signing sheet will be included in the petition count.

. Make sure you have filled in both the signature box and date of

birth on this statement.

. Do not mark the signing sheet in any other way or your support of

the petition may not count.

. We must get your signing sheet and this statement by [time] on

[day] [date of final signing day]. If you miss the post, you can
hand it in at cur office or at any petition signing place in *felectoral
area] before [time] on [day] [date of final signing day].

* Petition Offficer fo delete whichever does not apply.

. After receiving your signing sheet, you cannot sign the petition in

person at a petition signing place.

€9 Getting Help

® |f you need help to sign the petition, you can get independent
help by calling the helpline on [insert helpline number].

® Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or
guidance in Brallle or languages other than English.

® |f you make a mistake, or lose your signing sheet or this
statement, you can obtain a replacement. Call us immediately as
we can only issue a replacement before [time] on [day]
[date] [month]. If you apply after [time] on [day before final
sighing day] we can only issue a replacement if you return this
signing pack by hand.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to sign the petition more than
once unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy for
another person.

The Petition Officer issued this statement.
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Form L Statement as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data

First page of statement

STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL PETITION SIGNING SHEETS,
PROXIES AND ADDITIONAL DATA

RECALL OF MPs ACT 2015

RECALL PETITION

Constituency:
Petition Signing Period: from to
A | Issue of postal signing packs Number
1 Total number of original postal signing packs issued
2 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original pack being lost (or
not received)
3 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original being spoiled
4 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the elector requesting the pack
to be sent to a different address
5 Total number of postal signing packs issued (i.e. Total of A1 to Ad)
B | Waivers Number
1 Number of signature waivers issued
C | Receipt of postal signing packs Number
1 Number of complete postal signing packs received by the close of the petition
(excluding those returned in C3-C6)
2a | Number of postal petition statements received by close of petition without the
corresponding petition signing sheet
2b | Number of petition signing sheets received by close of petition without the
corresponding postal petition statement
3 Number of postal signing packs cancelled on request of elector by Spm on the
eleventh working day before the final day of the petition signing pericd
4 Number of postal signing packs cancelled as lost 5 hours before the petition
closed on the final signing day
5 Number of postal signing packs cancelled as spoiled 5 hours before the petition
closed on the final signing day
6 Number of postal sighing packs returned as undeliverable by the seventh
calendar day after the petition closed
7 Number of postal sighing packs received between the close of the petition and
the seventh calendar day thereafter
8 | Total number of postal signing packs not returned (including empty envelopes
and any signing packs received more than seven calendar days after the
petition closed)
9 Total postal signing packs (i.e. Total of C1-C8)
D | Checks on personal identifiers Number

Number of postal petition statements checked against the personal identifier
record
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Final page of statement

2 Number of postal petition statements where required personal identifiers were
verified as valid
3a | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no signature
3b | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no date of
birth
3¢ | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no signature
and no date of birth
4a | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatched signature
4b | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatched date of birth
4c | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatch of both
identifiers
5 Number of postal petition statements not checked against the personal identifier
record and accepted
6 Total checks on personal identifiers (i.e. Total of D2-D5 and total should
equal D1 and C1)
E | Summary of postal sighing packs Number
1 Number of postal signing packs rejected due to missing petition signing sheet or
postal petition statement
2 Number of postal petition statements rejected due to absence or mismatch of
personal identifiers
3 Number of postal petition signing sheets sent to the count
F Proxies Number
1 Number of standard proxies appointed
2 Number of emergency proxies appointed
3 Number of postal proxies appointed
4 Total number of proxies issued (i.e. Total of F1 to F3)
Date Signature
Petition Officer
Authority:
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PART 2
Welsh Forms

Form A Signing sheet

Front of signing sheet

Petition signing sheet
Taflen llofnodi deiseb

Petition to Remove the MP for [insert name of constituency], [insert name of MP]

Deiseb i gael gwared ar yr AS dros [rhowch enw’r etholaeth], [rhowch enw’r AS]

You should only complete this signing sheet if you support the petition for
the removal of the MP named above.

[insert wording in section 9(4) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 as amended from time
to time]

Dim ond os ydych yn cefnogi’'r ddeiseb i gael gwared ar yr AS a enwir uchod
y dylech lofnodi’r daflen lofnodi hon.

frhowch y geiriad yn adran 9(4) Deddf Galw Aelodau Seneddol yn Ol 2015 fel y'i
diwygiwyd o dro i dro]

My Signature is:
Fy Llofnod yw:
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Back of signing sheet

Number / Rhif

[other unique identifying mark / unrhyw nod adnabod unigryw arall]

Petition to Remove the MP for [insert name of constituency] / Deiseb i gael gwared a'r AS dros frhowch

enw’r etholaethj
Between / Rhwng finsert first date of the petition signing period / rhowch ddyddiad cyntaf y cyfnod

llofnodi] and / a [insert final date of the petition signing period / rhowch ddyddiad olaf cyfrnod llofnodi'r
ddeiseb]
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Form B Corresponding number list for use at a petition signing place

Constituency / Etholaeth:

Petition signing dates / Dyddiadau llofnodi’r ddeiseb:

Signing place / Safle llofnodi:

Sheet No. / Rhif Taflen:

Signing Sheet Number / Rhif Elector Number / Rhif Etholwr
Taflen Llofnodi
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Form C Corresponding number list

Constituency / Etholaeth:

Petition signing dates / Dyddiadau llofnodi'r ddeiseb:

Sheet No. / Rhif y daflen:

Signing Sheet Number / Rhify | Unique Identifying Mark / Nod | Elector Number / Rhif Etholwr
Daflen Lofnodi Adnabod Unigryw (to be completed only in respect
of signing sheets issued to
postal signers [ i'w gwblhau dim
ond ar daflenni llofnodi a roddir
i lofnodwyr drwy'r post)
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Form D Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition in person

First page of petition notice

Your details / Eich manylion chi: JLOCAL AUTHORITY’S
# [ELECTOR'S NAME ADDRESS AND CONTACT
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS / ENWR DETAILS / CYFEIRIAD YR
ETHOLWR A CHYFEIRIAD CYMWYS] AWDURDOD LLEOL A
# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an

anonymous elector. Notice to an anonymous elector must MANYLION CYSWLL T]
be delivered in a sealed envelope

# Y Swyddog Deisebau i hepgor pan anfonir yr hysbysiad

o ddeiseb i etholwr dienw. Rhaid i hysbysiad i etholwr dienw

gael ej anfon mewn amien wedi’i selio

Number on register / Rhif ar y gofrestr: [DATE /DYDDIAD]

Dear / Annwyl [Elector's name / Enw’r etholwr]

Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [nanme of constituency], [name of MP]/
Hysbysiad o Ddeiseb i gael gwared a’r AS dros [enw’r etholaeth], [enw’r AS]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether [name of MP], the MP for
feonstituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register,
however signing the petition is optional.

Ysgrifennaf atoch i roi gwybod ichi y bydd yna ddeiseb i benderfynu a ddylai fenw'r AS], sef yr AS
dros [etholaeth], golli ei sedd fel AS ac y dylid cynnal isetholiad i benderfynu pwy fydd yn AS dros
yr etholaeth honno.

Anfonwyd yr hysbysiad hwn atoch oherwydd bod eich enw ar y gofrestr
etholiadol, ond mater o ddewis yw llofnodi’r ddeiseb.

The petition has been started because [name of MP]MP has been [convicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence]*|I**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length
of sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances
claims)™ JJ**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching
the code of conduct for MPs*]**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
** Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply
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Second page of petition notice

Cychwynnwyd y ddeiseb oherwydd bod fenw’r AS] AS wedi cael ei [gollfarnu am [y drosedd] ac
wedi cael ei [ddedfrydu/orchymyn]i gael ei [garcharu/gadw] amy/wedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig am
[hyd y ddedfrydjjJ=*

flwedi ei golifarnu am drosedd dan adran 10 o Ddeddf Safonau Seneddol 2009 ac wedi cael ei
[ddedfrydu/orchymyn] i gael ei [garcharu/gadw/ddirwyo] am/wedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig o [hyd y
ddedfryd/iefel y ddirwy] (v drosedd o roi gwybodaeth ffug neu gamarweiniol i hawlio lwfansau)™ JJ*

[iwedi ei atal dros dro rhag bod yn aelod o Dy’r Cyffredin am gyfnod o [nifer y diwrnodau] am dorri

cod ymddygiad ASau*JJ**

*Y Swyddog Deisebau f lenwi fel sy’n briodol
**Y Swyddog Defsebau i ddifeu’r amodau amherthnaso!f

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
fhis/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [his/her] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Os bydd o leiaf 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofnodi'r ddeiseb, fe fydd fenw’r AS]yn
colli ei sedd yn Nhy'r Cyffredin a chynhelir isetholiad. Nid yw colli ei sedd yn atal fenw'r AS]rhag
sefyll yn yr isetholiad hwn.

Os bydd llai na 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofhodi'r ddeiseb, ni fydd fenw'r AS]AS
yn colli ei sedd ac felly ni chynhelir isetholiad.

What to do if you wish to sign the petition / Beth i'w wneud os ydych yn dymuno llofnodi’r
ddeiseb

## [You do not need to take this notice with you if you go to sign the petition at your official signing
place / Nid oes angen mynd &'r hysbysiad hwn gyda chi os byddwch yn mynd i lofnodi’r ddeiseb
yn eich safie llofnodi swyddogol.]

## [You must take this notice with you if you go to sign the petition at your official signing place,
otherwise you won't be able to sign it/ Rhaid ichi fynd &'r hysbysiad hwn gyda chi os ydych yn
mynd i lofnodi’r ddeiseb yn eich safle ilofnodi swyddogol, neu ni fyddwch yn cael ei llofnodi

#i# If an anonymous elector, omit the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit the words in the second set of brackets / Os
etholwr dienw, hepgorwch y geiriau yn y set gyntaf o gromfachau, os na, hepgorwch y geiriau yn yr ail set o gromfachau.
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Third page of pelition nolice

Your Official Signing Place ! Eich Safle Llofnodi Swyddogol:
finsert address /s rhow ch v ovfeiriad]
When is the petition available to sign? ! Pryd bydd y ddeiseb ar gael i'w llofnodi?

Pelition open befwean finsert dates and {imes] 7/ Byvild v ddeiseb ar agor rhwng [dyddiadan ac
amseroedd]

You can apply to sign the petition by post or you can appoint someone else to sign it for
you. More information can be found below.

Gallwch wneud cais i lofnodi’r ddeiseb drwy’r post neu gallwch benodi rhywun arall i'w
llofhodi ar eich rhan. Ceir rhagor o wybodaeth isod.

This space for map of sgning place / Map o safle liofnodi £

¥ if you need any help or to find
out if your signing place is
accessible, please contact us.

0Os ydych angen cymorth neu eisiau
gwybod a yw eich safle llofnodi yn
hygyrech, cysylltweh a ni.

[Pettion Officer to ackl contact detalls Incliding
welsite if aporontiste s

¥ Swyddog Delsabau | yehwanagu manyion cyswilt,
gan Qenmws geefan os W Bennen Briocdol]

Other ways to sign the petition / Ffyrdd eraill o lofhodi’r ddeiseb

You can apply to sign the petition by post ! Gallwch wneud cais i lofnodi’r ddeiseb drwy'r
post.

Completed applications must reach us by ftimef on [day] [date of deadline].
If you choose to sign by post you will not be able to sign the petition in person at your signing
place.

Rhaid i'r ceisiadau ein cyrraedd erbywn famser] ar [diwrnod] [dyddiad cau].
s byddwch yn dewis llofnodi dray'r post ni fyddwch yn cael llofnodi't ddeiseb yn bersoncl yn eich
safle llofnodi]

¥You can apply to sign by proxy (this means someone else can sign on your behalf in person or
by post)/ Gallwech whneud cais i lofnodi drwy ddirprwy (ystyr hyn yw bod rhywun arall yn gallu
[lofnodi ar eich rhan yn bersonol neu drsy't post)

Completed applications must reach us before ftime] on [day] [date of deadline]. If you appoint a

proxy you can sign the petition if you wish, but only if your proxy has not already signed it on your
behalf at the signing place and has not applied for a prowy postal signing sheet.
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Fourth page of petition notice

Rhaid i geisiadau ein cyrraedd erbyn famser] ar [diwrnod] [dyddiad cau]. Os byddwch yn
penodi dirprwy gallwch lofnodi'r ddeiseb os ydych yn dymuno, ond dim ond os nad yw eich dirprwy
wedi llofnodi eisoes ar eich rhan yn y safle llofnodi a heb wneud cais am daflen lofnodi dirprwy
drwy’r post.

Contact us if you wish to apply to sign the petition by post or proxy / Cysylltwch a ni os
ydych yn dymuno gwneud cais i lofnodi’r ddeiseb drwy’r post neu drwy ddirprwy

Emergency Proxy / Dirprwy mewn achos brys

If after ftime] on [the sixth day before the final signing day] you are unable to sign in person
because you:

¢ Have a medical condition
e Learn you cannot go to the signing place because of work reasons

You can apply to sign the petition by proxy.

Os ydych ar 6| [amser] ar [y chweched diwmod cyn y diwrnod llofnodi olaf] yn methu &
llofnodi yn bersonol oherwydd:

¢ Bod gennych gyflwr meddygol
o Wedi deall na allweh fynd i'r safle llofhodi am resymau yn ymwneud &'ch gwaith

Gallwch wneud cais i lofnodi’r ddeiseb drwy ddirprwy.

Completed applications must reach us before ftime] on [day] [date of deadline]. To find out how
to apply, call the helpline immediately.

Rhaid i geisiadau cyflawn ein cyrraedd erbyn [amser] ar [diwrnod] [dyddiad cau]. | gael gwybod
sut i wneud cars, ffoniwceh y llinell gymorth ar unwaith.

It is an offence to / Mae’n drosedd:

¢ Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to
sign the petition.

¢ Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fwy nag unwaith, oni bai eich bod yn llofnodi ar eich rhan eich hun ac fel
dirprwy dros rywun arall.

e Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy ar ran mwy na dau o bobl oni bai eich bod yn briod, partner
sifil, rhiant, nain neu daid, brawd neu chwaer, plentyn, Wyr neu wyres iddynt.

e Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy ar ran rhywun y gwyddoch nad oes ganddo hawl i lofnodi'r
ddeiseb yn 61 y gyfraith.
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Final page of petition notice

* IMPORTANT / PWYSIG —

if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used to administer
the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone from signing
twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to
the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer
agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local authority
staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for

investigation.
* delete if notice is sent to an anonymous elector

os ydych yn dewis llofnodi'r ddeiseb bydd marc yn cael ei roi wrth eich enw ar y gofrestr a
ddefnyddir i weinyddu'’r ddeiseb. Y ‘gofrestr wedi'i marcio’ yw hon ac mae’n helpu i atal rhywun
rhag llofnodi ddwywaith aci ganfod twyll. Ar 6l cyhoeddi canlyniad y ddeiseb, caiff unrhyw berson
ofyn i'r swyddog deisebau am gael gweld y gofrestr wedi'i marcio os yw'n amau bod twyll. Os
yw'r swyddog deisebau’n cytuno i'r cais hwn, bydd yr archwiliad yn digwydd dan oruchwyliaeth
staff yr awdurdod lleol, a dim ond nodiadau mewn llawysgrifen a ganiateir, i'w trosglwyddo o

bosibl i'r heddlu allu ymchwilio i'r mater.
* difeer os anfonir yr hysbysiad at etholwr dienw

Yours sincerely / Yn gywir

Petition Officer / Y Swyddog Deisebau
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Form E Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice

Your details / Eich manylion chi: [LOCAL AUTHORITY’S
# [ELECTOR'S NAME ADDRESS AND CONTACT
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS / ENWR DETAILS / CYFEIRIAD YR
ETHOLWR A CHYFEIRIAD CYMWYS] AWDURDOD LLEOL A
# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an MANYLION CYSWLL T]

anonymous elecfor. Notice to an anonymous elector must
be delivered in a sealed envelope

# Y Swyddog Deisebau i hepgor pan anfonir hysbysiad

o ddeiseb i etholwr dienw. Rhaid i hysbysiad i etholwr dienw
gael ei anfon mewn amien wedi’i sefio

Number on register / Rhif ar y gofrestr: [DATE /DYDDIAD]

Dear / Annwyl [Elector's name / Enw etholwr]

Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP] /
Hysbysiad drwy’r Post o Ddeiseb i gael gwared &’r AS dros fenw’r etholaeth], [enw’r AS]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register and you
have a postal vote arrangement in force, however signing the petition is optional.

Ysgrifennaf atoch i roi gwybod ichi y bydd yna ddeiseb i benderfynu a ddylai fenw’r AS], sef yr AS
dros [etholaeth], golli ei sedd fel AS ac y dylid cynnal isetholiad i benderfynu pwy fydd yn AS dros yr
etholaeth honno.

Rydych wedi cael yr hysbysiad hwn oherwydd bod eich enw ar y gofrestr etholiadol ac mae
gennych drefniant pleidlais bost mewn grym, ond mater o ddewis yw llofnodi’r ddeiseb.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been jconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence]*JJ**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)*

]]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*J]**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply
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Second page of petition notice

Cychwynnwyd y ddeiseb oherwydd bod [enw’r AS] AS wedi cael ei [golifarnu am y [drosedd] ac wedi
cael ei [ddedfrydu/orchymyn]j i gael ei [garcharu/gadw] am/wedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig o [hyd y
ddedfryd] =

[[wedi ei golifarnu am drosedd dan adran 10 o Ddeddf Safonau Seneddol 2009 ac wedi cael ei
[ddedfrydu/orchymyn]i gael ei [garcharu/gadw/ddirwyo] am/vedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig o [hyd y
ddedfryd/lefel y ddirwyj (y drosedd o roi gwybodaeth ffug neu gamarweiniol i hawlio lwfansau)™ JJ**

[[wedi ei atal dros dro rhag bod yn aelod o Dy'r Cyffredin am gyfnod o [nifer y diwrnodau] am dorri

cod ymddygiad ASau*]]**

*Y Swyddog Deisebau i fenwi fel sy’'n briodol
**Y Swyddog Deisebau i ddifeu’r amodau amherthnasof

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, fname of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of [his/her] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Os bydd o leiaf 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofnodi’'r ddeiseb, fe fydd fenw’r AS] yn colli
ei sedd yn Nhy'r Cyffredin a chynhelir isetholiad. Nid yw colli ei sedd yn atal [enw’r AS] rhag sefyll yn
yr isetholiad hwn.

Os bydd llai na 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofhodi'r ddeiseb, ni fydd fenw'r AS]AS yn
colli ei sedd ac felly ni chynhelir isetholiad.

Information - signing the petition / Gwybodaeth - llofnodi'r ddeiseb

We will send your petition signing sheet around / Byddwn yn anfon eich taflen llofnodi deiseb tua
[day / diwmod] [date / f[dyddiad] [month / mis] [year / biwyddyn |
# [addressed to / i sylw]:

# [Elector’s name and qualifying address here / Enw’r etholwr a chyfeiriad cymwys yma]

Your postal signing pack / Eich pecyn llofnodi drwy’r post

e You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have a postal vote
arrangement in force.

e You will not be able to sign the petition at a signing place.

+ If you have not received your postal signing sheet by [day] [date] [month] call [insert
helpline number].

¢ Byddwch yn cael taflen llofnodi deiseb ar gyfer y ddeiseb hon oherwydd bod gennych
drefniant pleidlais bost mewn grym.

e Nifyddwch yn gallu llofnodi’r ddeiseb mewn safle llofnodi.

¢ Os nad ydych wedi cael eich taflen llofnodi drwy’r post erbyn [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis]
ffoniwch frhowch rif y llinell gymorth].
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Third page of petifion ndlice
How to sign the petition f Suti lofhodi’'r ddeiseb

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet and postal petition statement, read the
instructions carefully .

2. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

3. We nead to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/ final day for signing the petition].

1. Pan fyddwch yn cael eich taflen llofnodi deiseb a'r datganiad deiseb drwwy'r post, darllenwch v
cyfansyddiadau'n ofalus.

2. Osgydych yn dewis llofnodi't ddeiseb, rhaid ichi lenwi't ddwey ffurflen a'u dychwelyd ar
Urwaith.

3. Mae angen inni gael v ddwy fiurflen ertyn famser] ar [diwrnod! diwrnod olaf ar gyfer
Hofnodi'r ddeiseb]

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or postal petition statement, or make a mistake J
Os ydych yn colli’ch taflen llofnodi deiseb af neu eich datganiad deiseb drwy’r post, neu’n
gwheud camgymeriad

e [Flease phone the helpline immediately.
e We can only issue a replacement postal signing pack before [timef on fday date of
deadiing .

s Foniwch y llinell gymorth ar unwaith.
e Dim ond cyn Jamser] ar fdiwrnod/ dyddiad cau] v gallwn anfon pecyn llofnodi drvy'r post
arall atoch.

If wou would rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sign on your behalf, you must
cancel your postal wote before ftime] on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information, please call
the helpline.

05y nowell gennych lofnodit ddeiseb yn bersonol, neu ofyn i rywun arall ei llofnodi ar eich rhan,
rhaid ichi ganslo eich pleidlais bost cyn famser] ar {diwrnod! dyddiad cad] . | gael rhagor o
wyhodaeth, ffonivech v llinell gymaorth,

&7 Ifyouneed information in another format, please call our helpline below [ Os ydych
W eisiau gwybodaeth mewn fformat arall, ffoniwch ein llinell gymorth isod

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can get
independent help by calling our helpline ! Os ydych eisiau cymorth i lofnodi'r ddeiseb,
gallvwch ofyn i rywun rydych yn ei adnabod neu gallwch gael cymorth annibynnol drwy
ffonio ein llinell gymorth:

IPettion Officer o aod cantact detalls nclioing webstes ¥ Swiiidog Delsebaw §ychwanegu manyiion cyswit, gan gynmwys
ogwefant
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Final page of petition notice
It is an offence to / Mae’n drosedd:

¢ Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another person’s petition signing sheet.

¢ Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

s Llofnodi’r ddeiseb gan ddefnyddio taflen llofnodi deiseb na chafodd ei hanfon ar eich cyfer
chi, neu ymyrryd & thaflen llofnodi deiseb rhywun arall.

s Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fwy nag unwaith, oni bai eich bod yn llofnodi ar eich rhan eich hun ac fel
dirprwy ar ran rhywun arall.

e Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy ar ran mwy na dau o bobl oni bai eich bod yn briod, partner sifil,
rhiant, nain neu daid, brawd neu chwaer, plentyn, Wyr neu wyres iddynt.

¢ Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy ar ran rhywun y gwyddoch nad oes ganddynt hawl i lofhodi'r
ddeiseb yn 61 y gyfraith.

*IMPORTANT / PWYSIG -

if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used to administer the
petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone from signing twice
and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to the
petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to
this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local authority staff and the

person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for investigation.
*delete if notice is sent fo an anonymous elector

0s ydych yn dewis llofnodi’r ddeiseb bydd marc yn cael ei roi wrth eich enw ar y gofrestr a
ddefnyddir i weinyddu’r ddeiseb. Y ‘gofrestr wedi'i marcio’ yw hon ac mae’n helpu i atal rhywun
rhag llofnodi ddwywaith ac i ganfod twyll. Ar 6l cyhoeddi canlyniad y ddeiseb, caiff unrhyw berson
ofyn i'r swyddog deisebau am gael gweld y gofrestr wedi’i marcio os yw’n amau bod twyll. Os yw'r
swyddog deisebau’'n cytuno i'r cais hwn, bydd yr archwiliad yn digwydd dan oruchwyliaeth staff yr
awdurdod lleol, a dim ond nodiadau mewn llawysgrifen a ganiateir, i'w trosglwyddo o bosibl i'r

heddlu allu ymchwilio i'r mater.
* dileer os anfonir yr hysbysiad at etholwr dienw

Yours sincerely / Yn gywir

Petition Officer / Swyddog Deisebau
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Form F Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition in person

First page of petition notice

Your details / Eich manylion chi: [LOCAL AUTHORITY'S
# [PROXY'S NAME ADDRESS AND CONTACT
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS /ENWR DETAILS /CYFEIRIAD YR
DIRPRWY A CHYFEIRIAD CYMWYS] AWDURDOD LLEOL A
# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an MANYLION CYSWLL T]

anonymous elecfor. Notice to an anonymous elector must
be delivered in a sealed envelope

# Y Swyddog Deisebau i hepgor pan anfonir yr hysbysiad

o ddeiseb i etholwr dienw. Rhaid i hysbysiad i etholwr dienw
gael ei anfon mewn amien wedi’i sefio

Number on register / Rhif ar y gofrestr: [DATE / DYDDIAD]

Dear / Annwyl [Proxy’s name / Enw’r dirprwy]

Proxy Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]/
Hysbysiad o Ddeiseb drwy Ddirprwy i gael gwared a&’r AS dros [enw etholaeth], [enw’r AS]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that *[the person named
on the back of this notice] [another person] has appointed you as a proxy to sign

on their behalf at this petition. However signing the petition is optional.
*If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square brackets.

Ysgrifennaf atoch i roi gwybod ichi y bydd yna ddeiseb i benderfynu a ddylai fenw’r AS], sef yr AS
dros [etholaeth], golli ei sedd fel AS ac y dylid cynnal isetholiad i benderfynu pwy fydd yr AS dros yr
etholaeth honno.

Rydych wedi cael yr hysbysiad hwn oherwydd bod ein cofnodion yn dangos bod
*Iy person a enwir ar gefn yr hysbysiad hwn] [person arall] wedi eich penodi chi yn

ddirprwy i lofnodi ar ei ran yn y ddeiseb hon. Ond mater o ddewis yw llofnodi’r ddeiseb.
*Os etholwr dienw, hepgorwch y geiriau yn y set gyntaf o gromfachau sgwér, os na, hepgorwch y geiriau yn yr ail set o gromfachau
sgwar.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been jconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence]*]J**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parlfamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/ffined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
senfence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]**
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Second page of petition notice

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*J]™*

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

Cychwynnwyd y ddeiseb oherwydd bod fenw’r AS] AS wedi cael ei [golifarnu am [y drosedd] ac wedi
cael ei [ddedfrydu/orchymyn]j i gael ei [garcharu/gadw] am/wedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig o [hyd y
ddedfryd*j;**

[[wedi ei golifarnu am drosedd dan adran 10 o Ddeddf Safonau Seneddol 2009 ac wedi cael ei
[ddedfrydu/orchymyn] i gael ei [garcharu/gadw/ddirwyo] am/vedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig o [hyd y
ddedfryd/iefel y ddirwy] (y drosedd o roi gwybodaeth ffug neu gamarweiniol i hawlio lwfansau)™ JJ**

[[wedi ei atal dros dro rhag bod yn aelod o Dy’r Cyffredin am gyfnod o [nifer y diwrnodau] am dorri

cod ymddygiad ASau*JJ**

*Y Swyddog Deisebau i lenwi fel sy’n briodol
Y Swyddog Deisebau i ddileu’r amodau amherthnaso!

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhis/her] seat
does not prevent [hame of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Os bydd o leiaf 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofnodi'r ddeiseb, fe fydd fenw’r AS]yn colli
ei sedd yn Nhy'r Cyffredin a chynhelir isetholiad. Nid yw colli ei sedd yn atal fenw'r AS] rhag sefyll
yn yr isetholiad hwn.

Os bydd llai na 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofnodi’r ddeiseb, ni fydd fenw’r AS]AS yn
colli ei sedd ac felly ni chynhelir isetholiad.

What to do if you wish to sign the petition / Beth i’'w wneud os ydych yn dymuno llofnodi’r
ddeiseb

## [You do not need to take this notice with you if you go to sign the petition at your official signing
place / Nid oes angen mynd &'r hysbysiad hwn gyda chi os ydych yn mynd i lofnodi'r ddeiseb yn eich
safie flofnodi swyddogol.]

## [You must take this notice with you if you go to sign the petition at your official signing place,
otherwise you won't be able to sign it / Rhaid ichi fynd &'r hysbysiad hwn gyda chi os ydych yn mynd
ilofnodi yn eich safle llofnodi swyddogol, fel arall ni fyddwch yn gallu ei flofnodi.]

#Ht if an anonymous elector, omit the words in the first set of brackets, if not omit the words in the second / Os etholwr dienw,
hepgorwch y geiriau yn y set gyntaf o gromfachau, os na, hepgorwch y geiriau yn yr ail set o gromfachau.
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Third page of petifion nofice

Your Official Sighing Place § Eich Safle Llofhodi Swyddogol
[insart address / rhowceh v cyfeiriad]
When is the petition available to sign? ! Pryd bydd v ddeiseb ar gael I'w llofnodi?

Pelition open hetwesn finser dafes and times] / Bydd v ddsiseh ar agor rhw ng frhow ch dovddiadau
ac amssroedo)

You can apply to sign the petition by post. More information can be found bel ow.
Gallwech wneud cais i lofnodi'r ddeiseb drwy'r post. Ceir rhagor o wybodaeth isod.

You should checkwith the person who has named you as their proxy whether ar not they wish you
to sign the petition on their behalf.

Cylech chi holi'r sawl sydd wiedi eich emwi yn ddirpnessy idaynt a ydyn nhw'n dymunao | chi lofnodi'
ddeiseb ar eu rhan a peidio.

This space for map of sighing place / Wap o'r safle lofnods &

1 If you need any help or to
find out if your signing place is
accessible, please contact us.
Os ydych angen cymorth neu
eisiau gwybod a yw eich safle
llofnodi yvn hygyrch, cysyllitwch &
ni.

[Petition Officer to ackd contact cetails Inclucing
welbsite ¥ aaorontiate £

¥ EWoktiog Dedse fad §ychwanel manyiion

st gangynnwyes geefanos 1w hynne'n
Briociol]

Signing as a proxy ! Llofnodi fel dirprowy

™ [The persan named below] fanother person] has appointed vou as a proxy to sign on thelr hehalf
af this petifion ]I Mae'r person a enwlr isod] fparson arall] wed! sich penodi chivn ddirprwy | lofnod!
ar &l ran yn v ddsissh hon J

**You do nol nesd fo fake this notice with vou fo sign ihe petition / Nid oss angen mynd &'
hishyeiad hwn gyda chil lofnodrr ddeiseb] [You must have this notice with you if vou go o sion the
petition / Rhaid ichi find &'r hyshysiad hwn gwda ohi os bydow ch vn rynd i iofrodi’s ddeiseh. You
cannof sign as & proxy without it /N aliweh lofhodi fal dirorw y hebado. |

**If sent fo the provgy of an anonymous elector ot the wouds ineach of the fird set of trackets If not ot the words Ineachof the
second sets of Bracikets / Os anfonk | odiporwy etholvy dienw, hepgonweh | geitial Wnbokb un o setiau cyntaf o grondfachau Os ha,
hepgarwchly geiiaw Wrhob un o ail setial o gronrfachall
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Fourth page of petition notice

For this petition you are the proxy for / Ar gyfer y ddeiseb hon chi yw’r dirprwy ar ran:
*[(Elector's name / Enw'r etholwr)

(Elector’s address / Cyfeiriad yr etholwr)

(Elector's number on the register / Rhif yr etholwr ar y gofrestr)]

[The person with this elector number. (Insert elector's number on the register) /'Y person sydd a’r
rhif etholwr hwn. (Rhowch rif yr etholwr ar y gofrestr)]

*If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square brackets
/ Os etholwr dienw, hepgorwch y geiriau yn y set gyntaf o gromfachau. Os na, hepgorwch y geiriau yn yr aif set o gromfachau.

The person you are proxy for can sign the petition themselves if they wish — but only if you
have not already signed the petition on their behalf.

Gall y person yr ydych yn ddirprwy ar ei ran lofnodi’r ddeiseb eu hun os yw’n dymuno ond
dim ond os nad ydych eisoes wedi llofnodi’r ddeiseb ar ei ran.

How to sign the petition as a proxy / Sut i lofnodi'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy:

1. *[At the signing pface, tell the staff that you are a proxy for the person named above. They will
give you that person’s petition signing sheet.J *[At the signing place, ask to speak to the
petition clerk and show them this letter. They will give you the petition signing sheet for the

person you are proxy fOi’.] *If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the
words in the second set of square brackets.

2. Read the content of the signing sheet and sign it in the box provided.
3. Fold the signing sheet and put it in the ballot box.

1. *[Yn y safle llofnodi, dywedwch wrth y staff eich bod yn ddirprwy ar ran y person a enwir
uchod. Byddwch yn cael taflen lofnodi deiseb y person hwnnw.j *[Yn y safle llofnodi,
gofynnwech am gael siarad gyda’r clerc deisebau a dangoswceh y llythyr hwn iddo. Byddwch yn
cael tafien lfofnodi deiseb y person yr ydych yn ddirprwy ar ei ran.] *Os ethotwr dienw, hepgorweh y
geirfau yn y set gyntaf o gromfachau sgwar. Os na, hepgorwch y geiriau yn yr ail set o gromfachau sgwar.

2. Darllenwch y daflen lofnodi a llofnodwch hiyn y blwch a ddarparwyd.
3. Plygwch y daflen lofnodi a'i rhoi yn y blwch pleidleisio.

If you need any help, just ask the staff / Os ydych eisiau cymorth, gofynnwch i’r staff.

If you are away or cannot go to the signing place / Os ydych i fiwrdd neu os na allwch fynd i'r
safle llofnodi.

+ You can apply to sign the petition by post. The deadline for completed applications is [time]
on [day] [date of deadline].

e If you are given a petition signing sheet by post, you or the person you are proxy for will not
be able to sign in person at this petition.

+ To find out how to apply, please call us on [insert helpline number or other contact
details].
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Final page of petition notice

¢ Gallwch wneud cais i lofnodi’r ddeiseb drwy'r post. Y dyddiad cau ar gyfer ceisiadau wedi'u
llenwi yw [amser] ar [diwrnod] [dyddiad cau].

+ Os ydych yn cael taflen llofnodi deiseb drwy’r post, ni fyddwch chi na'r person yr ydych yn
ddirprwy ar eiran yn gallu llofnodi'n bersonol yn y ddeiseb hon.

« | gael gwybod sut i wneud cais, ffoniwch ni ar [rhowch rhif y llinell gymorth neu
fanylion cyswillt eraill].

It is an offence to / Mae’n drosedd:

¢ Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

e Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fwy nag unwaith, oni bai eich bod yn llofnodi ar eich rhan eich hun ac fel
dirprwy ar ran rhywun arall.

¢ Llofnodi'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy ar ran mwy na dau o bobl oni bai eich bod yn briod, partner sifil,
rhiant, nain neu daid, brawd neu chwaer, plentyn, Wwyr neu wyres iddynt.

¢ Llofnodi’r ddeiseb fel dirprwy ar ran rhywun y gwyddoch nad oes ganddo hawl i lofnodi’'r
ddeiseb yn 4l y gyfraith.

*IMPORTANT / PWYSIG —

if you choose to sign the petition, the name of the person on whose behalf you have signed, will be
marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and
helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is
announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they
suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under
the supervision of local authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they

may pass to the police for investigation.
*delete if notice fs sent to an anonymous elector

os ydych yn dewis llofnodi’r ddeiseb bydd marc yn cael ei roi wrth eich enw ar y gofrestr a
ddefnyddir i weinyddu'r ddeiseb. Y ‘gofrestr wedi'i marcio’ yw hon ac mae’n helpu i atal rhywun
rhag llofnodi ddwywaith ac i ganfod twyll. Ar 61 cyhoeddi canlyniad y ddeiseb, caiff unrhyw berson
ofyn i'r swyddog deisebau am gael gweld y gofrestr wedi'i marcio os yw’n amau bod twyll. Os yw'r
swyddog deisebau’n cytuno i'r cais hwn, bydd yr archwiliad yn digwydd dan oruchwyliaeth staff yr
awdurdod lleol, a dim ond nodiadau mewn llawysgrifen a ganiateir, i'w trosglwyddo o bosibl i'r

heddlu allu ymchwilio i'r mater.
* dileer os anfonir yr hysbysiad at etholwr dienw

Yours sincerely / Yn gywir

Petition Officer / Swyddog Deisebau
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Form G Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice

Your details / Eich manylion chi: [LOCAL AUTHORITY’S
# [PROXY'S NAME ADDRESS AND CONTACT]
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS /[ENW'R DETAILS / CYFEIRIAD YR
DIRPRWY A CHYFEIRIAD CYMWYS] AWDURDOD LLEOL A
# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an MANYLION CYSWLLT]

anonymous elecfor. Notice to an anonymous elector must
be delivered in a sealed envelope

# Y Swyddog Deisebau i hepgor pan anfonir yr hysbysiad

o ddeiseb i etholwr dienw. Rhaid i hysbysiad i etholwr dienw
gael ei anfon mewn amien wedi’i sefio

Number on register / Rhif ar y gofrestr: [DATE / DYDDIAD]

Dear / Annwyl [Proxy’s name / Enw’r dirprwy]

Proxy Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]/
Hysbysiad o Ddeiseb i Ddirprwy drwy’r Post i gael gwared &’r AS dros fenw’r etholaeth],

[enw’r AS]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MP], the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that *[the person named
on the back of this notice] fanother person] has appointed you as a proxy to sign
on their behalf at this petition and you have a postal vote arrangement in force.

However signing the petition is optional.
*f anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square brackets.

Ysgrifennaf atoch i roi gwybod ichi y bydd yna ddeiseb i benderfynu a ddylai fenw’r AS], sef yr AS
dros [etholaeth], golli ei sedd fel AS ac y dylid cynnal isetholiad i benderfynu pwy fydd yr AS dros yr
etholaeth honno.

Rydych wedi cael yr hysbysiad hwn oherwydd bod ein cofnodion yn dangos bod
*[y person a enwir ar gefn yr hysbysiad hwn] [person arall] wedi eich penodi chi yn
ddirprwy i lofnodi ar eu rhan yn y ddeiseb hon ac mae gennych drefniadau pleidlais

bost mewn grym. Ond mater o ddewis yw llofnodi’r ddeiseb.
*Os etholwr dienw, hepgorwch y geiriau yn y set gyntaf o gromfachau sgwér, os na, hepgorwch y geiriau yn yr ail set o gromfachau
sgwar.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been [convicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentencef*Jj**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/flevel of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]**
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Second page of petition notice

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*J]**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

Cychwynnwyd y ddeiseb oherwydd bod [enw’r AS] AS wedi cael [ei golifarnu am [y drosedd] ac wedi
cael ei [ddedfrydu/orchymyn]j i gael ei [garcharu/gadw] am/wedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig am [hyd y
ddedfrydfjfr*

[[wedi ei golifarnu am drosedd dan adran 10 o Ddeddf Safonau Seneddol 2009 ac wedi cael ej
[ddedfrydu/orchymyn] i gael ei [garcharu/gadw/ddirwyo] am/vedi cael dedfryd ohiriedig o [hyd y
ddedfryd/iefel y ddirwy] (y drosedd o roi gwybodaeth ffug neu gamarweiniol i hawlio Iwfansau)* JJ**

[[wedi ei atal dros dro rhag bod yn aelod o Dy’r Cyffredin am gyfnod o [nifer y diwrnodau] am dorri

cod ymddygiad ASau*J[**

*Y Swyddog Deisebau i lenwi fel sy’'n briodol
Y Swyddog Deisebau i ddifeu’r amodau amherthnaso!

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, fname of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhis/her] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Os bydd o leiaf 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofnodi'r ddeiseb, fe fydd fenw’r AS]yn colli
ei sedd yn Nhy'r Cyffredin a chynhelir isetholiad. Ni fydd colli ei sedd yn atal fenw’r AS]rhag sefyll
yn yr isetholiad hwn.

Os bydd llai na 10% o bobl gymwys yn yr etholaeth yn llofhodi’r ddeiseb, ni fydd fenw’r AS]AS yn
colli ei sedd ac felly ni chynhelir isetholiad.

For this petition you are the proxy for / Ar gyfer y ddeiseb hon chi yw’r dirprwy ar ran:

*[(Elector's name / Enw’r etholwr)

(Elector’s address / Cyfeiriad yr etholwr)

(Elector’s number on the register / Rhif yr etholwr ar y gofrestr)]

[The person with this elector number. (Insert elector’'s number on the register) /'Y person sydd a’r
rhif etholwr hwn (Rhowch rhif yr etholwr ar y gofrestr)].

*If anonymous efector omit the words in the first sef of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square
brackets / Os etholwr dienw, hepgorwch y gefriau yn y set gyntaf o gromfachau sgwar. Os na, hepgorwch y geiriau yn yr ail set o
gromfachau sgwar.
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Third page of petition notice
Your postal signing pack / Eich pecyn llofnodi drwy’r post

¢ You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have postal vote
arrangement in force.

¢ You will not be able to sign the petition in a signing place.

¢ If you have not received your postal signing sheet by [day] [date] [month] call [insert helpline
number].

¢ Byddwch yn cael taflen llofnodi deiseb ar gyfer y ddeiseb hon oherwydd fod gennych drefniant
pleidlais bost mewn grym.

¢ Nifyddwch yn gallu llofnodi’r ddeiseb mewn safle llofhodi.

¢ Os nad ydych wedi cael eich taflen llofnodi drwy'r post erbyn [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis]
ffoniwch frhowch rif y llinell gymorth].

How to sign the petition / Sut i lofnodi’r ddeiseb

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet and postal petition statement, read the
instructions carefully.

2. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

3. We need to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/ final day for signing the petition].

1. Pan fyddwch yn cael eich taflen llofnodi deiseb a’r datganiad deiseb drwy’r post, darllenwch y

cyfarwyddiadau’'n ofalus.

Os ydych yn dewis llofnodi'r ddeiseb, rhaid ichi lenwi'r ddwy ffurflen a'u dychwelyd ar unwaith.

3. Mae angen inni gael y ddwy ffurflen erbyn [amser] ar [diwrnod/ diwrnod olaf ar gyfer
llofnodi’r ddeiseb].

N

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or postal petition statement, or make a mistake /
Os ydych yn colli’ch taflen llofnodi deiseb a /neu eich datganiad deiseb drwy'r post, neu’'n
gwneud camgymeriad

¢ Please phone the helpline immediately.
¢ e can only issue a replacement postal sighing pack before [time] on [day/ date of
deadline].

e Ffoniwch y llinell gymorth ar unwaith.
+« Dim ond cyn famser] ar [diwrnod/ dyddiad cau] y gallwn anfon pecyn llofnodi drwy'r post
arall atoch.

If you would rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sign on your behalf, you must
cancel your postal vote before [time] on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information, please call
the helpline.

Os yw'n well gennych lofnodi’r ddeiseb yn bersonol, neu ofyn i rywun arall ei llofnodi ar eich rhan,

rhaid ichi ganslo eich pleidlais bost cyn famser] ar [diwrnod/ dyddiad cau]. | gael rhagor o
wybodaeth, ffoniwch y llinell gymorth.
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Fourth page of pefifion notice

Information — sighing the petition § Gwybodaeth — llofhodi’r ddeiseb

YWe will send your petition signing sheet around fByddwn yn anfon eich taflen llofnod deiseb tua
[day ! diwrnod] [date / dyddiad] fmorth / misj fyear [ biwyddyn] *"[addressed to { cyfeirio
atf:

== Fatition Offcer fo omit where notice of petkion sent bo the praxy of an anonymous lector. Notce fo proxy of 80 SnonmoLs
alector must ke defivered in a sealed envelpe £ Y Swydchg Delsefay | hepgor pan for hysbysiad o dieisen vn cael af anfon |
ciiparay etholwr cienw. Rhaicd § ieshysiad T ocivorwy etholwr diahw gasl ei ahfon mewn armish wedlT seiio.

You should check with the person who has named you as their prosy whether or not they wish you
to sign the petition on their behalf.

Dylech chi holi'r sawl sydd wedi eich enwi yn ddirpray iddynt a ydyn nhw'n dymuno i chi lofnodi'r
ddeiseb ar eu rhan ai peidio.

7 If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below [ Os ydych
k&,) angen gwybodaeth mewn fformat arall, ffoniwch ein llinell gymorth isod

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can get
independent help by calling our helpline f Os ydych eisiau cymotth i lofhodi’'r ddeiseb,
gallwch ofyn i nwun rydych yn ei adnabod neu gallweh gael cymorth annibynnol drwy
ffonio ein llinell gymorth:

[Petiion Officer to add cortact details Including welksile £ ¥ Swyddog Delsebau | chwanecu mangion, gan aynmwys owefary

It is an offence to I Mae'n drosedd:

e Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another person's petition signing sheet.

e  Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person,

e Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

s Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

s |lofnod'T ddeiseb gan ddefnyddio taflen llofnodi deiseb na chafodd i hanfon ar eich cyfer
chi, neu ymyrnyd & thaflen lofnodi deiseb rhywun arall.

e |lofnod'r ddeiseb fwy nag unwaith, oni bai eich bodyn llofnodi ar eich rhan eich hun ac fel
dirprasy ar ran rhywiun arall.

s |lofnod'r ddeiseb fel dirpray ar ran mvey na dau o bobl oni bai eich bod yn briod, partner sifil,
rhiant, nain neu daid, brawd neu chwaer, plentyn, Wyr neu wyres iddynt.

e |lofnod'r ddeiseb fel dirpray ar ran rhywun v geyddoch nad ces ganddynt hawl i lofnodi'
ddeiseb yn &l y gyfraith.
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Final page of petition notice

*IMPORTANT / PWYSIG —

if you choose to sign the petition, the name of the person on whose behalf you have signed, will be
marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and
helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is
announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they
suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under
the supervision of local authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they

may pass to the police for investigation.
*delete if notice is sent to an anonymous elector

os ydych yn dewis llofnodi'r ddeiseb bydd marc yn cael ei roi wrth eich enw ar y gofrestr a
ddefnyddir i weinyddu’r ddeiseb. Y ‘gofrestr wedi’i marcio’ yw hon ac mae’n helpu i atal rhywun
rhag llofnodi ddwywaith ac i ganfod twyll. Ar 8l cyhoeddi canlyniad y ddeiseb, caiff unrhyw berson
ofyn it swyddog deisebau am gael gweld y gofrestr wedi'i marcio os yw’'n amau bod twyll. Os yw'r
swyddog deisebau’'n cytuno i'r cais hwn, bydd yr archwiliad yn digwydd dan oruchwyliaeth staff yr
awdurdod lleol, a dim ond nodiadau mewn llawysgrifen a ganiateir, i'w trosglwyddo o bosibl i'r

heddlu allu ymchwilio i'r mater.
* dileer os anfonir yr hysbysiad at etholwr dienw

Yours sincerely / Yn gywir

Petition Officer / Swyddog Deisebau
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Form H Guidance for persons signing the petition

How to sign the petition
Sut i lofnodi’r ddeiseb

Go to the desk and tell the staff your
name and address.

1 They will give you a petition signing sheet.

Ewch at y ddesg a dweud wrth y staff
beth yw eich enw a'ch cyfeiriad. :
Byddwch yn cael taflen llofnodi’r ddeiseb ganddynt.

Read the signing sheet and sign it in
the box provided.

Darllenwch y daflen lofnodi, a'i llofnodi
yn y blwch.

When you have signed your signing
3 sheet, fold it.

¢

Ar 6l llofnodi'r daflen lofnodi, plygwch
hi.

w

~
<

Put your folded signing sheet into the
ballot box.

Rhowch y daflen lofnodi wedi'i phlygu
yn y bocs pleidleisio.

® |If you make a mistake or need some help, just
ask the staff.

Os ydych yn gwneud camgymeriad neu os ydych
eisiau cymorth, gofynnwch i’r staff.
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Form | Certificate of employment

Tystysgrif Cyflogaeth

Deiseb i gael gwared ar AS dros [enw’r etholaeth], [enw’r AS]

Cyfnod llofnodi’r ddeiseb [diwrnod] [dyddiad] [mis] [blwyddyn] ar [diwmod] [dyddiad] [mis] [blwyddyn]

Etholaeth: fenwr etholaeth]

Mae gan y sawl a enwir isod hawl i lofnodi’r ddeiseb yn unrhyw le yn ardal y ddeiseb uchod os yw'n dangos
ac yn ildio’r dystysgrif hon i'T Swyddog Deisebau neu staff y safle llofnodi.

Rwy’'n cadarnhau nad oes disgwyl yn rhesymol i (enw’r etholwr),

sydd a'r rhif* yn y gofrestr etholiadol ar gyfer ardal y ddeiseb a enwir

uchod, fynd yn bersonol i'r safle llofnodi penodol oherwydd ei gyflogaeth ar y dyddiau sy’'n weddill ar gyfer

llofnodi'r ddeiseb.

- fel cwnstabl**

— fel Swyddog Cymorth Cymunedol yr Heddlu**

— gennyf fi (dim ond yn gymwys i staff y Swyddog Deisebau)**

Llofnod Swyddog Deisebau/Swyddog yr Heddlu (Arolygydd neu

uwch)**

Dyddiad

* Mae rhif yr etholwr i'w gael ar lythyr hysbysiad y ddeiseb a anfonwyd pan gafodd y ddeiseb ei chyhoeddi,
neu gellir ei wirio drwy gysylitu &'t Swyddog Cofrestru Etholiadol.

**Dylai'r sawl sy'n llenwi'r ffurflen ddileu’r hyn sy’n amherthnasol.
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Form J Proxy paper

Front of proxy paper

Proxy Paper / Papur Dirprwy

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]
Deiseb i gael gwared 3’r AS dros [enw’r etholaeth], [enw’r AS]

Constituency / Etholaeth

Name of Proxy / Enw’r Dirprwy

Address of Proxy / Cyfeiriad y Dirprwy

You have been appointed as proxy for / Rydych wedi cael eich penodi’n ddirprwy ar ran
(Elector name / Enw’r etholwr )

*[who is qualified to be registered at / sy’n gymwys i gael ei gofrestru yn:
(Qualifying address / Cyfeiriad cymwys)]

*[who qualifies as an overseas elector in respect of the above constituency / sy’'n gymwys fel
etholwr tramor mewn perthynas &'r etholaeth uchod]

to sign for them at this petition / i lofnodi ar eu rhan yn y ddeiseb hon.

**[This proxy appointment is not valid until / Nid yw’r dirprwy wedi ei benodi’n ddilys tan.............. ]
**[This proxy appointment remains valid until / Mae’r dirprwy wedi ei benodi’'n ddilys tan ............. ]
Signature / Llofnod (Petition Officer / Swyddog Deisebau)

Address / Cyfeiriad

Date / Dyddiad

* Enter as appropriate / Ysgrifennwch beth sy’n briodol
** Delete whichever is in appropriate / Dylid dileu’r hyn sy’n amherthnasol

1. This proxy paper gives you the right to sign the petition as a proxy for the elector named above.
However, you may not sign the petition as proxy at the same petition for more than two electors
of whom you are not the spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild.

Mae’r papur dirprwy hwn yn rhoi hawl ichi lofnodi’r ddeiseb fel dirprwy ar ran yr etholwr a enwir
uchod. Ond, ni allwch lofnodi’'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy yn yr un ddeiseb ar ran mwy na dau etholwr
os nad ydych yn briod, partner sifil, rhiant, nain neu daid, brawd neu chwaer, plentyn, wyr neu
wyres iddynt.

2. Your appointment as a proxy may be for a particular petition only, or it may be for a definite or
indefinite period.
If it is for a particular petition, you may have the right to sign the petition as proxy only at the
petition specified in the proxy paper.

If it is for an indefinite period, you have in general the right to sign the petition at any petition
held in the constituency, until you are informed to the contrary.

If it is for a definite period, your right to sign the petition as proxy expires on the date stated on
the form.
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Back of proxy paper

Gellir eich penodi'n ddirprwy ar gyfer un ddeiseb benodol yn unig, neu gall fod am gyfnod
penodol neu amhenodol.

Os ar gyfer deiseb benodol, gallwch gael yr hawl i lofnodi'r ddeiseb fel dirprwy yn y ddeiseb a
bennir yn y papur dirprwy yn unig.

Os am gyfnod amhenodol, mae gennych yr hawl yn gyffredinol i lofnodi’r ddeiseb yn unrhyw
ddeiseb a gynhelir yn yr etholaeth, hyd nes y cewch wybod fel arall.

Os am gyfnod penodol, bydd eich hawl i lofnodi’r ddeiseb fel dirprwy yn dod i ben ar y dyddiad ar
y ffurflen.

You may sign the petition as proxy at the signing place allotted to the elector on whose behalf
you are appointed. Shortly before the petition opens you will be sent a proxy petition notice
telling you where the signing place is. You do not need to take either the petition notice or this
proxy paper to the signing place but you may find it helpful to do so.

Gallwch lofnodi’r ddeiseb fel dirprwy yn y safle llofnodi a ddewiswyd i'r etholwr yr ydych wedi ei
benodi ar ei ran. Yn fuan cyn i'r ddeiseb agor byddwch yn cael hysbysiad o ddeiseb drwy
ddirprwy i roi gwybod ichi ble mae’r safle llofnodi. Nid oes raid ichi fynd &’r hysbysiad o ddeiseb
na’r papur dirprwy hwn gyda chi i'r safle llofnodi ond efallai y byddai'n ddefnyddiol petaech chi'n
gwneud.

If you cannot sign the petition in person at the signing place, you should consult the petition
officer about your right to sign it by post.

Os na allwch lofnodi’r ddeiseb yn bersonol yn y safle llofnodi, dylech ofyn i'r swyddog deisebau
am eich hawl i'w llofnodi drwy’r post.
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Farm K Postal petition statement

Front of statement

Postal petition statement /
Datganiad deiseb drwy’r post

[Space for barcods]

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [insert name of MP]
Deiseb i gael gwared a’r AS dros [enw'r etholaeth], [rhowch enw'r AS]

Final day for receipt of completed petition signing sheets: [day] [date] [month] [vear]
Diwrnod olaf ar gyfer derbyn taflenni llofnodi deiseb: [diwmod] [dyddiad] [mis] (biwyddyn]

Impeortant - You only need to sign this
petition statement if you wish to sign the
petition. Signing the petition is optional.

If you wish to sign the petition, you must
also fill in and return this statement with
your petition signing sheet for your
signature in support of the petition to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and

Name / Enw: *

Pwysig — Dim ond os ydych eisiau llofnodi'r
ddeiseb y mae angen llofnodi’r datganiad
deiseb, Mater o ddewis yw llofnodi'r ddeiseb.

0Os ydych yn dymuno llofnodi’'r ddeiseb, rhaid
hefyd lenwi a dychwelyd y datganiad gyda’ch
taflen llofnodi deiseb er mwyn i'ch llofnod ar
gyfer cefnogi’'r ddeiseb gael el gyfri.

Darllenwch y cyfarwyddiadau'n ofalus a
defnyddiwch inc du.

Petition Signing sheet number / Rhif y daflen lofnodi:

* Petition (fficer to (nsert name but amit where sent to an anonymous elector! ¥ Swyddog Deisebau i

roi 'y enw ond el hepgar os ethofwr dienw

Check that the number on the back of your
signing sheet matches the number shown above.
If these do not match, call us immediately on
linsert heipline number].

Gofalwceh fod y rhif ar gefn v daflen lofnedi'r un fath
a'r rhif a ddangosir uchod. Os nad ydynt yn
cyfateb, ffoniwch ni ar unwaith ar [rhowch f y
Hlinell gymorth].

| am the person the signing sheet numbered above was sent to.
Fi yw'r unigolyn yr anfonwyd y daflen lofnodi &'r rhif uchod ato.

My Date of Birth is /
Fy Nyddiad Geni yw:

0 I 1

Day/Dwrod  Month/ Mis

Year/ Biwodyn

“My Signature is | Fy Llofnod yw :
{You must sign inside the box/ Rhaid i

chi Tofnedi v tu mewn i'r blwech)

* Peition Offices fo omil b whens the slector has been
granted & waver) ¥ Swpiiog Desebau {hapgor y biweh pan
itk oo wesel el Bl Fand

We will check this information against our records for security.
Byddwn yn gwirio'r wybodaeth hon yn erbyn ein cofnodion er diogelwch.

It is an offence to sign the petition using a
signing sheet that was not sent for your use or
interfere with: another person's signing sheet.
It is an offence to sign the petition more than
once (unless you are appointed as a proxy).

Mae'n drosedd llofnodi'r ddeiseb drwy
ddefnyddio taflen lofnodi na anfonwyd atoch i'w
defnyddio neu ymyrryd a thaflen lofnodi
unigolyn arall. Mae'n drosedd llofnodi'r ddeiseb
fwy nag unwaith (oni bai eich bod wedi eich
penodi'n ddirprwy).
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Back of staternent

€ ) Instructions for signing the petition by post/ Cyfarwyddiadau ar gyfer llofnodi
"~ deiseb drwy’r post

Please read through carefully / Darllenwch y cyfarwyddiadau’n ofalus. if you need help, please
call us on/ Os oes angen cymorth arnoch, ffoniwch ni ar [insert helpline number].

1. If you choose to sign the petition for your MP to
be removed you must complete and return both
the petition signing sheet and this statement.

Qs ydych yn dewis llofnodi't ddeiseb i gael gwared
a'ch AS rhaid cwblhau a dychwelyd y daflen
liofnodi deiseb a'r datganiad hwn.

2. This statement is used to check you are, whoyou 2, Defnyddir y datganiad hwn i wirio mai chi yw'r
say you are, and your petition signing sheet will person dan sylw, a chaiff eich taflen Hofnodi deiseb
be included in the petition count. ei chynnwys yn y cyfrif deiseb

3. Make sure you have filled in both the signature 3. Gwnewch yn siér eich bod wedi llenwi'r blweh
box and date of birth on this statemant, llofnod a dyddiad geni ar y datganiad hwn.

4. Do not mark the signing sheet in any other way 4. Peidiwch 3 marcio’r daflen lofnodi mewn unrhyw
or your support of the petition may not count. ffordd arall neu mae'n bosibl na fydd yn cyir.

5 We must get your signing sheet and this 5 Rhaid inni dderbyn eich taflen lofnodi a'r datganiad
statement by [time] on [day] [date of final hwn erbyn famser] [diwmod] [dyddiad olaf]. Os
signing day]. If you miss the post, you can hand ydych yn colli'r post, gallwch ei gyflwyno i'n
itin at our office or at any petition signing place in swyddfa neu unrhyw safle llofnodi yn “fardal
*felectoral ares] before [time] on [day] [date of etholiadol] cyn famser] [diwrnod] [dyddiad olaf ar
final signing day]. gyfer llofnodi .

* Petition Officer to delate whichever does not apply. " Y Swyddog Deisebau | ddliew'r hyn sy'n amberthnasol

6. After recelving your signing sheet, you cannot 6. Ar &l derbyn eich laflen lofnodi, ni allweh lofrodi't
sign the petition in person at a petition signing ddeiseb yn bersonol mewn safle llofnodi deiseb,
place.

€ Getting Help / Cael Cymorth

If you need help to sign the petition, you can
gel independent help by calling the helpling on
[insart number].

Please call the helpline if you require copies of
this form or guidance in Braille or languages
other than English.

If you make a mistake, or lose your signing
sheet or this statement, you can obtain a
replacement. Call us immediately as we can
only issue a replacement before [time] on
[day] [date] [month]. If you apply after [time]
on [day before final signing day] we can only
issue a replacement If you return this signing
pack by hand.

Os ces angen cymorth arnoch i lefnodi't ddeiseb,
gallwch gael cymorth annibynnol drwy  flonio'r
linell gymorth ar [xxxxx xxxxxxx].

Ffoniweh y llinell gymorth os oes angen copiau ot
flurflen hon amoch neu gyfarwyddiadau mewn
Braille neu ieithoedd heblaw Saesnag.

Os byddwch yn gwneud camgymeriad, neu'n colli
eich taflen lofnodi neu'r datganiad hwn, gallwch
gael copiau yn eu lle. Floniweh ar unwaith
oherwydd dim ond cyn [amser] [diwrnod]
[dyddiad] [mis] y gallwn roi rhai eraill ichi. Os
byddweh yn gwneud cals ar & famser] ar [diwrnod
cyn y dyddiad olaf ar gyfer llofnodi] dim ond os
byddweh yn dychwelyd y pecyn llofnodi yn bersonol
y gallwn roi rhai eraill ichi.

Electoral fraud is a crime / Mae twyll etholiadol yn drosedd.

It is an offence to sign the petition more than once unless you are signing on your own behalf
and as a proxy for another person / Mae'n drosedd llofnodi'r ddeiseb fwy nag unwaith oni bai
eich bod yn llofnodi ar eich rhan eich hun ac fel dirprwy ar ran rhywun arall.

The Petition Officer issued this statement / Cyhoeddwyd y dalganiad hwn gan y Swyddog Deisebau
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Form L Statement as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data

First page of statement

STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL PETITION SIGNING SHEETS,
PROXIES AND ADDITIONAL DATA /

DATGANIAD YNGHYLCH TAFLENNI LLOFNODI, DIRPRWYON A DATA
YCHWANEGOL MEWN CYSYLLTIAD A DEISEBAU POST

RECALL OF MPs ACT 2015 / DEDDF GALW AELODAU SENEDDOL YN OL 2015
RECALL PETITION / DEISEB GALW YN AL

Constituency / Etholaeth:

Petition Signing Period/ Cyfnod Llofnodi Deiseb: from/ o
to/ hyd at

Issue of postal signing packs Number /
Cyhoeddi pecynnau llofnodi drwy'r post Nifer

Total number of original postal signing packs issued
Cyfanswm nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy'r post gwreiddiol a gyhoeddwyd

N~ 2

Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original pack being lost (or
not received)

2 Nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy'r post a gyhoeddwyd eto oherwydd bod y pecyn
gwreiddiol ar goll (neu heb ei dderbyn)

3 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original being spoiled
3 Nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post a gyhoeddwyd eto oherwydd bod yr un
gwreiddiol wedi'i ddifetha

4 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the elector requesting the pack
to be sent to a different address

4 Nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy'r post a gyhoeddwyd eto oherwydd bod yr
etholwr wedi gofyn am anfon y pecyn i gyfeiriad gwahanol

Total number of postal signing packs issued (i.e. Total of A1 to A4)
Cyfanswm nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post a gyhoeddwyd (h.y. Cyfanswm
AliA4)

a1

Waivers Number /
Hepgor Nifer

Number of signature waivers issued
Sawl taflen hepgor llofnod a gyhoeddwyd

-2 lmm

C | Receipt of postal signing packs Number /
C | Derbyn pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post Nifer

a

Number of complete postal signing packs received by the close of the petition
(excluding those returned in C3-C6)

1 Nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy'r post cyflawn a dderbyniwyd erbyn diwedd
cyfnod y ddeiseb (ac eithrio’r rheini a ddychwelwyd o dan C3-C6)

2a | Number of postal petition statements received by close of petition without the
corresponding petition signing sheet

2a | Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy’r post a dderbyniwyd erbyn diwedd cyfnod y
ddeiseb heb y daflen llofnodi deiseb gyfatebol

2b | Number of petition signing sheets received by close of petition without the
corresponding postal petition statement

2b | Nifer y taflenni llofnodi deiseb a dderbyniwyd erbyn diwedd cyfnod y ddeiseb
heb vy datganiad deiseb drwy'r post cyfatebol
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Second page of statement

3 Number of postal signing packs cancelled on request of elector by 5pm on the
eleventh working day before the final day of the petition signing period

3 Nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy'r post a ganslwyd ar gais yr etholwr cyn 5pm ar
yr unfed diwrnod gwaith ar ddeg cyn diwrnod olaf cyfnod llofnodi't ddeiseb.

4 Number of postal signing packs cancelled as lost 5 hours before the petition
closed on the final signing day

4 Nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post a ganslwyd, oherwydd eu bod ar goll, 5
awr cyn cau'r ddeiseb ar y diwrnod llofnodi olaf

5 Number of postal signing packs cancelled as spoiled 5 hours before the petition
closed on the final signing day

5 Nifer y pecynnau llofhodi drwy’r post a gansiwyd oherwydd eu bod wedi'u
difetha 5 awr cyn cau'r ddeiseb ar y diwrnod llofnodi olaf

6 Number of postal sighing packs returned as undeliverable by the seventh
calendar day after the petition closed

6 Nifer y pecynnau llofhodi drwy’r post a ddychwelwyd oherwydd eu bod heb
gyrraedd pen eu taith cyn pen saith niwrnod calendr o gau’r ddeiseb

7 Number of postal signing packs received between the close of the petition and
the seventh calendar day thereafter

7 Nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post a dderbyniwyd rhwng cau'r ddeiseb a'r
seithfed diwrnod calendr wedyn

8 | Total number of postal signing packs not returned (including empty envelopes
and any signing packs received more than seven calendar days after the

8 petition closed)
Cyfanswm nifer y pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post heb eu dychwelyd (yn cynnwys
amlenni gwag ac unrhyw becynnau llofnodi a dderbyniwyd mwy na saith
niwrned calendr ar 6l cau'’r ddeiseb)

9 Total postal signing packs (i.e. Total of C1-C8)

9 Cyfanswm y pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post (i.e. Cyfanswm C1-C8)

D | Checks on personal identifiers Number /

D | Gwirio yn erbyn manylion personol Nifer

1 Number of postal petition statements checked against the personal identifier

1 record
Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy’r post a wiriwyd yn erbyn y cofnod manylion
personol

2 Number of postal petition statements where required personal identifiers were
verified as valid

2 Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy’r post lle gwiriwyd bod y manylion personol
gofynnol yn ddilys

3a | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no signature

3a | Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy'r post a wrthodwyd oherwydd nid oedd llofnod

3b | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no date of

3b | birth
Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy’r post a wrthodwyd oherwydd nid oedd dyddiad
geni

3c | Number of postal petition statements rejected because there was no signature
and no date of birth

3c | Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy'r post a wrthodwyd oherwydd nid oedd llofnod
na dyddiad geni

4a | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatched signature

4a | Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy'r post a wrthodwyd oherwydd nad oedd y
llofnod yn cyfateb

4b | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatched date of birth

4b | Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy'r post a wrthodwyd cherwydd nad oedd y
dyddiad geni'n cyfateb

4c | Number of postal petition statements rejected due to a mismatch of both

4c | identifiers

Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy’r post a wrthodwyd oherwydd nid oedd y naill
na’r llall yn cyfateb
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Final page of statement

Number of postal petition statements not checked against the personal identifier
record and accepted

Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy'r post na chafodd eu gwirio yn erbyn y cofnod
manylion personol a'u derbyn

Total checks on personal identifiers (i.e. Total of D2-D5 and total should
equal D1 and C1)

Cyfanswm gwirio manylion personol (h.y. Cyfanswm D2-D5 a dylai'r
cyfanswm fod yr un peth & D1 ac C1)

Summary of postal signing packs
Crynodeb o’r pecynnau llofnodi drwy’r post

Number /
Nifer

Number of postal sighing packs rejected due to missing petition signing sheet or
postal petition statement

Nifer y pecynnau llofhodi drwy’r post a wrthodwyd cherwydd bod y daflen
llofnodi deiseb neu'r datganiad deiseb drwy'r post ar goll

Number of postal petition statements rejected due to absence or mismatch of
personal identifiers

Nifer y datganiadau deiseb drwy’r post a wrthodwyd oherwydd bed y manylion
personol ar goll neu ddim yn cyfateb

ww

Number of postal petition signing sheets sent to the count
Nifer y taflenni llofnodi deiseb drwy'r post a anfonwyd i’ cyfrif

Proxies
Dirprwyon

Number /
Nifer

Number of standard proxies appointed
Nifer y dirprwyon safonol a benodwyd

Number of emergency proxies appointed
Nifer y dirprwyon brys a benodwyd

Number of postal proxies appointed
Nifer y dirprwyon drwy'r post a benodwyd

A AW~ =21

Total number of proxies issued (i.e. Total of F1to F3)
Cyfanswm nifer y dirprwyon a gyhoeddwyd (h.y. Cyfanswm F1.i F3)

Date / Dyddiad: Signature / Llofnod:

Petition Officer / Swyddog

Authority / Awdurdod:

Deiseb
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PART 3
Northern Ireland

Form D Official petition notice for an elector who may sigh the petition in person

First page of petition notice

Your details: [ELECTORAL OFFICE
[ELECTOR'S NAME FOR NORTHERN
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] IRELAND ADDRESS
AND CONTACT

DETAILS]

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Elector’'s name]

Notice of Petition to remove the MP for fname of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether [name of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register,
however signing the petition is optional

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been fconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentencej*]**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/flevel of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*[[**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhis/her] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [histher] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

What to do if you wish to sign the petition

You do not need to take this notice with you in order to sign the petition but it will save you time if
you do.
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Second page of petition notice

Your Official Signing Place:

finsert address]

When is the petition available to sign?
Petifion open belfween finser dates and fimes]

You can apply to sign the petition by post or you can appoint someone else to sign it for
you. More information can be found below.

This space for map of sighing place y H\'I

khs/ If you need any help, require
information in another format or
to find out if your signing place is

accessible, please contact us.

[Petition Officer to add contact detalls] Incliding
wehste if aoomntiate)

Remember that you will not be able to sign the petition unless you show one of the following
forms of photographic evidence:

e A UK, Irish or EEA driving s A UK or Irish Passport
licence s A Translink Senior SmartPass
e An Electoral Identity Card e A Translink War Disabled SmartPass

o A Translink 60+ SmartPass
s A Translink Blind Person’s Smart Pass

Other ways to sign the petition

You can apply to sign the petition by post.

Completed applications must reach us by [timef on [day] [date of deadiine].
Ifyou choose to sign by post you will not be able to sign the petition in person at your signing place.

You can apply to sign by proxy (this means someone else can sign on your behalf in person or by
post).

Completed applications must reach us before [imel on [day] [date of deadfine} If you appoint a
proxy you can sign the petition if you wish, but only if your prowy has nct already signed it on your
behalf atthe signing place and has not applied for a proxy postal signing sheet.

Contact us if you wish to apply to sign the petition by post or proxy.
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Final page of petition notice
It is an offence to:

¢ Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used
to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone
from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person
may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition
officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local
authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police
for investigation.

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form E Official petition notice for an elector who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice

Your details: [ELECTORAL OFFICE
# [ELECTOR'S NAME FOR NORTHERN
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] IRELAND ADDRESS

# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to an
anonymous elecfor. Notice to an anonymous efector must AND CONTACT
be delivered in a sealed envelope DETAILS]

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Elector’s name]

Postal Notice of Petition to remove the VP for [hame of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because your name is on the electoral register and you
have a postal vote arrangement in force, however signing the petition is optional

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been fconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence]*]**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/ffined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)*

]]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*[[**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhisther] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.

Information - signing the petition

We will send your petition signing sheet around [day] [date] [month] [year] # [addressed fo]:

# [Elector’s name and qualifying address here]

145



Secaond page of petfition notice

Your postal signing pack

e You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have a postal vote
arrangement in force,
s Youwil not be able to sign the petition at a signing place.

e |fyouhave not receivedyour postal signing sheet by fday] [ date] f month] call finsert heipliine
number.

How to sign the petition

1. When you receive your petition signing sheet, read the instructions carefully.

2. Youwil also be sent a Declaration of | dentity.

3. If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

4. We need to receive both these forms by [lime] on [day/ final day for signing the petition].

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or declaration of identity, or make a mistake:

e [Flease phone the helpline immediately.
e We can only issue a replacement postal signing pack before [timef on [day date of
deadiing .

If you wiould rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sign on your behalf, you must
cancel your postal vote before ftime] on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information, please call
the helpline.

*Iote that if you have an anonymaous entry on the register you will not be able to sign in person but

you can ask someone else to sign by post on your behalf.
*Petition Officer only o ncluce on postal pelition notice sent to an anonymous eleclor

-"‘-‘\
'[ i If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can get
independent help by calling our helpline;

[Petition Officer fo add contact detalls including websitel

It is an offence to:

e Sign the petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
another person's petition signing sheet.

s Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your awn behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

e Sign the petition as a prowey for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

e Sign the petition as a prowy for sameone if you know that by law they are nat allowed to sign
the petition.
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Final page of petition notice

* IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition your name will be marked on the register used
to administer the petition. This is known as the ‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone
from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the result of the petition is announced, any person
may apply to the petition officer to inspect the marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition
officer agrees to this request then the inspection will take place under the supervision of local
authority staff and the person can only make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police

for investigation.
* delete if notice is sent to an anonymous efector

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer

147



Form F Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition in person

First page of petition notice

Your details: TELECTORAL OFFICE
[PROXY'S NAME FOR NORTHERN
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] IRELAND ADDRESS
AND CONTACT

DETAILS]

Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Proxy’s name]

Proxy Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that the person named
on the back of this notice has appointed you as a proxy to sign on their behalf at

this petition. However signing the petition is optional.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been fconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentence]*]J**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/ffined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs*[**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhis/her] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [his/her] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.
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Second page of petition notice

What to do if you wish to sign the petition

You should check with the person who has named you as their proxy whether or not they wish you
to sign the petition on their behalf.

You donot need to take this notice with you in order to sign the petition but it will save you time.

Y our Official Signing Place:

finsart addrassy

When is the petition available to sign?
Palifion open belfwasn [inser dates and firmas]

¥ ou can apply to sign the petition by post. More information can be found below.

This space for map of signing place /"\_I
[‘*%J If you need any help, require
information in another format or

to find out if your signing place is
accessible, please contact us.

[Petition Officer to add contact detalls
inclwding website F apnropriate]

Remember that you will not be able to sign the petition unless you show one of the following
forms of photographic evidence:

e A UK Irish or EEA driving s A UK or Irish Passport
licence » A Translink Senior SmartPass
« An Electoral Identity Card s« A Translink War Disabled SmartPass

e A Translink 60+ SmartPass
s A Translink Blind Person’s Smart Pass

For this petition you are the proxy for:
[Elector's name]

[Electar's address]

[Elsctars number on the registarf

The person you are proxy for can sign the petition themselves if they wish — but only if
you have not alreacdy signed the petition on their behalf.
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Final page of petition notice
How to sign the petition as a proxy:

At the signing place, tell the staff that you are a proxy for the person named above.
Show an accepted form of identification for yourself.

They will give you that person’s petition signing sheet.

Read the content of the signing sheet and sign it in the box provided.

Fold the signing sheet and put it in the ballot box.

ahown =

If you need any help, just ask the staff.

If you are away or cannot go to the signing place.

* You can apply to sign the petition by post. The deadline for completed applications is [time]
on [day] [date of deadline].

« If you are given a petition signing sheet by post, you or the person you are proxy for will not
be able to sign in person at this petition.

+» To find out how to apply, please call us on [insert helpline number or other contact
details].

It is an offence to:

¢ Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

¢ Sign the petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition, the name of the person on whose behalf you
have signed, will be marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the
‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the
result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the
marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the
inspection will take place under the supervision of local authority staff and the person can only
make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for investigation.

Yours sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form G Official petition notice for a proxy who may sign the petition by post

First page of petition notice

Your details: [ELECTORAL OFFICE
# [PROXY'S NAME FOR NORTHERN
AND QUALIFYING ADDRESS] IRELAND ADDRESS
# Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to the proxy of an

anonymous elector. Notice to the proxy of an anonymous elector must AND CONTACT
be delivered in a sealed envelope DETAIL S]
Number on register: [DATE]

Dear [Proxy’s name]

Proxy Postal Notice of Petition to remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

| am writing to inform you that there will be a petition to decide whether fname of MPJ, the MP for
[constituency] should lose [his/her] seat as an MP and a by-election should be held to decide who
will be the MP for that constituency.

You have been sent this notice because our records show that *{the person named
on the back of this notice] fanother person] has appointed you as a proxy to sign
on their behalf at this petition and you have a postal vote arrangement in force.

However signing the petition is optional.

*If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square brackets.

The petition has been started because [name of MP] MP has been fconvicted of the [offence] and
has been [sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained] for/given a suspended sentence of
flength of sentencej*]**

[[convicted of an offence under section 10 of the Parliamentary Standards Act 2009 and has been
[sentenced/ordered] to be [imprisoned/detained/fined] for/given a suspended sentence of [length of
sentence/level of fine] (offence of providing false or misleading information for allowances claims)™

]]**

[[suspended from sitting in the House of Commons for a period of [number of days] for breaching the
code of conduct for MPs *]I**

*Petition Officer to complete as appropriate
**Petition Officer to delete the conditions which do not apply

If at least 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] will lose
[his/her] seat in the House of Commons and a by-election will be held. The loss of fhisther] seat
does not prevent [name of MP] standing in this by-election.

If less than 10% of eligible people in the constituency sign the petition, [name of MP] MP will not
lose [histher] seat and therefore no by-election will be held.
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Second page of petition notice

For this petition you are the proxy for:

*[(Elector’s name)

(Elector’s address)

(Elector's number on the register)]

[The person with this elector number. (Insert elector's number on the register)]

*If anonymous elector omit the words in the first set of square brackets. If not omit the words in the second set of square
brackets.

Your postal signing pack

e You will receive a petition signing sheet for this petition because you have postal vote
arrangement in force.

¢ You will not be able to sign the petition as proxy in a signing place.

s If you have not received your postal signing sheet by [day] [date] fmonth] call [insert helpline
number].

How to sign the petition

—_

. When you receive your petition signing sheet, read the instructions carefully.

You will also be sent a Declaration of Identity.

If you choose to sign the petition then you must complete both of these forms and return them
immediately.

4. We need to receive both these forms by [time] on [day/ final day for signing the petition].

w N

If you lose your petition signing sheet and / or declaration of identity, or make a mistake:

s Please phone the helpline immediately.

¢ ‘e can only issue a replacement postal signing pack before [time] on [day/ date of
deadline].

If you would rather sign the petition in person, or ask someone else to sign on your behalf, you must
cancel your postal vote before [time] on [day/ date of deadline]. For more information, please call
the helpline.

Information — signing the petition
We will send your petition signing sheet around fday] [date] [month] [year] ***[addressed to].

*** Petition Officer to omit where notice of petition sent to the proxy of an anonymous elector. Notfce to proxy of an anonymous
elector must be delivered in a sealed envelope.

You should check with the person who has named you as their proxy whether or not they wish
you to sign the petition on their behalf.
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Final page of pefition notice

Q If you need information in another format, please call our helpline below.

If you need help to sign the petition, you can ask someone you know or you can get
independent help by calling our helpline:

[Petition Officer to ada contact detalls inc liding website]

It is an offence to:

s Signthe petition using a petition signing sheet that was not sent for your use or interfere with
ancther person's petition signing shest.

e Sign the petition more than once, unless you are signing on your own behalf and as a proxy
for another person.

& Signthe petition as a proxy for more than two people, unless you are their spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

e Signthe petition as a proxy for someone if you know that by law they are not allowed to sign
the petition.

*IMPORTANT - if you choose to sign the petition, the name of the person on whose behalf you
have signed, will be marked on the register used to administer the petition. This is known as the
‘marked register’ and helps to prevent someone from signing twice and to detect fraud. After the
result of the petition is announced, any person may apply to the petition officer to inspect the
marked register if they suspect fraud. If the petition officer agrees to this request then the
inspection will take place under the supervision of local authority staff and the person can only

make handwritten notes, which they may pass to the police for investigation.
*delete if nolice Js sent to an anonyous elector

Yours Sincerely

Petition Officer
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Form H Guidance for persons signing the petition

How to sign the petition

Go to the desk and tell the staff your name and
address and show your accepted form of
photographic identification.

They will give you a petition signing shest.

Read the signing sheet and sign itin
2 the box provided.

VWhen you have signed your signing
3 sheet, fold it.

Put your folded signing sheet into the
ballot box.

0 If you make a mistake or need some help, just
— _ask the staff.
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Form | Certificate of employment

Certificate of Employment

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

Petition signing period [day] [date] [month] [vear] to [day] [date] [month] [year]

Constituency: fname of constituency]

The person named below is entitled to sign the petition at any signing place in the above petition area on
production and surrender of this certificate to the Petition Officer or signing place staff.

| certify that (name of elector)

who is numbered in the register of electors for the petition area
named above, cannot reasonably be expected to go in person to the signing place allotted to them by reason
of his/her employment on the remaining dates that the petition is available for signing.

— as a constable*
— by me (Only applies to Petition Officer’s staff)**

Signature Petition Officer/Police Officer (Chief Inspector or
above)**

Date

**Person completing the form to delete whichever does not apply.
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Form J Proxy paper

Proxy Paper

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [name of MP]

Constituency

Name of Proxy

Address of Proxy

You have been appointed as proxy for:

(Elector name)

who is qualified to be registered at:

(Qualifying address)

to sign for them at this petition.

Signature {Petition Officer)

Date

This proxy paper gives you the right to sign the petition as a proxy for the elector named
above.

You may not sign the petition as proxy at the same petition for more than two electors,
unless you are their spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild.

You may sign the petition as proxy at the signing place allotted to the elector on whose
behalf you are appointed. Shortly before the petition opens you will be sent a proxy
petition notice telling you where the signing place is. You do not need to take either the
petition notice or this paper with you to sign the petition but it will save time if you do
take the petition notice with you.

If you cannot sign the petition in person at the signing place, contact the helpline or visit
our website.

If you have been appointed as a proxy on behalf of an elector who has an anonymous
entry in the register, you can only sign the petition by post. If you have not already been
granted a postal signing arrangement, you should contact the petition officer.

[insert helpline and other details including website]
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Form L Statement as to postal petition signing sheets, proxies and additional data

First page of statement

STATEMENT AS TO POSTAL PETITION SIGNING SHEETS,
PROXIES AND ADDITIONAL DATA

RECALL OF MPs ACT 2015

RECALL PETITION

Constituency:

Petition Signing Period: from to

A | Issue of postal sighing packs Number

1 Total number of original postal signing packs issued

2 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original pack being lost (or
not received)

3 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the original being spoiled

4 Number of postal signing packs replaced due to the elector requesting the pack
to be sent to a different address

5 Total number of postal signing packs issued (i.e. Total of A1 to A4)

B | Receipt of postal signing packs Number

1 Number of complete postal signing packs received by the close of the petition
(excluding those returned in B3-B6&)

2a | Number of declarations of identity received by close of petition without the
corresponding petition signing sheet

2b | Number of petition signing sheets received by close of petition without the
corresponding declaration of identity

3 Number of postal signing packs cancelled on request of elector by 5pm on the
eleventh working day before the final day of the petition signing period

4 Number of postal signing packs cancelled as lost by 5PM on the day before the
final signing day

5 Number of postal sighing packs cancelled as spoiled by 5PM on the day before
the final signing day

6 Number of postal signing packs returned as undeliverable by the seventh
calendar day after the petition closed

7 Number of postal signing packs received between the close of the petition and
the seventh calendar day thereafter

8 | Total number of postal signing packs not returned (including empty envelopes
and any signing packs received more than seven calendar days after the
petition closed)

9 Total postal signing packs (i.e. Total of B1-B8)

C | Checks on personal identifiers Number

1 Number of declarations of identity checked against the personal identifier record

2 Number of declarations of identity where required personal identifiers were
verified as valid

3a | Number of declarations of identity rejected because there was no signature

3b | Number of declarations of identity rejected because there was no date of birth
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Final page of statement

3c | Number of declarations of identity rejected because there was no signature and
no date of birth
4a | Number of declarations of identity rejected due to a mismatched signature
4b | Number of declarations of identity rejected due to a mismatched date of birth
4c | Number of declarations of identity rejected due to a mismatch of both identifiers
5 Number of declarations of identity not checked against the personal identifier
record and accepted
6 Total checks on personal identifiers (i.e. Total of C2-C5 and total should
equal B1 and C1)
D | Summary of postal signing packs Number
1 Number of postal signing packs rejected due to missing petition signing sheet or
declaration of identity
2 Number of declarations of identity rejected due to absence or mismatch of
personal identifiers
3 Number of postal petition signing sheets sent to the count
E | Proxies Number
1 Number of standard proxies appointed
2 Number of postal proxies appointed
3 Total number of proxies issued (i.e. Total of E1 to E2)
Date: Signature:
Petition Officer
Authority:
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Farm M Declaration of identity

Front of declarstion

Declaration of Identity i for bamodsl

Petition to Remove the MP for [name of constituency], [insert
name of MP]

Final day for receipt of completed petition signing sheets: [day] [date]
[month] [year]

Important - You only need to sign this petition statement if you wish
to sign the petition. Signing the petition is optional.

If you wish to sign the petition, you must also fill in and return this

statement with your petition signing sheet for your signature in
support of the petition to be counted.

Please read the instructions on the back of this form carefully.

Name: * Petition signing sheet number:

* Petition Officer to invert vame bul omit where sent to an anomymens elector

Check that the number on the back of your signing sheet matches the
number shown ahove. If these do not mateh, call us immediately on
[insert helpling number].

| am the person the signing sheet numbered above was sent to.

My Date of Birth is: ‘ ‘ ‘ | l ‘ ‘ | | | ‘

* My Signature is:
* Pattion Officar fo

omit where elector hias
been granied a walver.

We will check this information against our records for security.

Please turn over
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Back of declaration

€9 Instructions for signing the petition by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please contact us.

1. If you choose to sign the petition for your MP to be removed, you
must fill in, and return both the petition signing sheet and this
declaration.

2. This declaration is used to check you are who you say you are and
your petition signing sheet will be included in the petition count.

3. Make sure you have filled in both the signature box and date of
birth on this declaration.

4, Do not mark the signing sheet in any other way or your support of
the petition may not count.

5. Put the signing sheet in the smaller envelope marked “A” and seal it. Then
put the envelope marked "A", together with this declaration of identity, in the
larger envelope marked “B",

6. We must receive your signing sheet and this declaration by [time]
on [day] [date of final signing day].

7. After receiving your signing sheet, you cannot sign the petition in
person at a petition signing place.

¢) Getting Help

® |f you need help to sign the petition, you can get independent help by
calling the helpline.

® Please call the helpline if you need information in another format or
language.

e |f you make a mistake you can get a replacement if you return your
signing sheet and this statement. Call us immediately as we can only
issue a replacement before [time] on [day] [date] [month].

[insert helpline and other contact details including website]

Electoral fraud is a crime.

Issued by the Petition Officer
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SCHEDULE 3 Regulation 48
ACCESS TO MARKED REGISTERS AFTER A PETITION

Interpretation of this Schedule
1.—(1) In this Schedule references to the “marked register or lists” means any part of the

marked copies of—

(a) the register,

(b) notices issued under section 13BC(6) of the 1983 Act (alteration of registers),

(c) the postal signers list,

(d) the list of proxies, and

(e) the proxy postal signers list,
which were—

(i) for England and Wales and Northern Ireland, forwarded to the registration officer
under regulation 44 (delivery of documents to the registration officer: England and
Wales and Northern Ireland), regulation 114 (forwarding of documents) or regulation
141 (public notice of early termination),

(ii) for Scotland, retained by the petition officer under regulation 47 (retention and
disposal of documents in Scotland), regulation 114 or regulation 141.

(2) In this Schedule, a reference to “the registration officer” is a reference to—
(a) for England and Wales—

(i) the registration officer of the local authority in whose area the constituency of the
MP to whom the petition relates is situated, or

(ii) if the constituency includes any part of the area of more than one local authority, the
registration officer of the local authority in whose area the greatest number of
electors is registered;

(b) for Northern Ireland, the Clerk of the Crown for Northern Ireland;
(c) for Scotland, the petition officer.
(3) In this Schedule—

“processor” means a person who provides a service which consists of putting information into
data form, and any reference to a processor includes a reference to the processor’s employees;

“relevant conditions” has the same meaning as in section 33(1) of the Data Protection Act
1998(a);

and any reference to an employee of any person who has access to a copy of the register includes a
reference to any person working or providing services for the purposes of that person or employed
by or on behalf of, or working for, any person who is so working or who is supplying such a
service.

Supply of marked registers and lists after a petition

2.—(1) Any person or body referred to in subparagraph (2) is entitled to request that the
registration officer supply copies of any parts of the marked register or lists in respect of a
particular petition which the registration officer is required to keep in respect of that petition.

(a) 1998 c.29.
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(2) Those persons or bodies are—
(a) any police force in England and Wales or Scotland;

(b) the Police Service of Northern Ireland and the Police Service of Northern Ireland
(Reserve);

(c) the National Crime Agency;
(d) any body of constables established under an Act of Parliament;
(e) the Electoral Commission.
(3) A request under subparagraph (1) must be made in writing and must—

(a) specify which of the marked register or lists (or the relevant part of the register or lists) is
requested;

(b) state whether a printed copy is requested or a copy in data form; and

(c) state the purposes for which the marked register or lists will be used and why those
marked registers and lists would be sufficient to achieve those purposes.

(4) The registration officer must supply a copy of the relevant part of the marked register or lists
where a request is duly made, and the registration officer—

(a) is satisfied that the requestor needs to see the marks on the marked register or lists in
order to achieve the purpose for which it is requested; and

(b) has received payment of a fee calculated in accordance with paragraph 6 of this Schedule.

(5) If the registration officer is not satisfied in accordance with subparagraph (4)(a) that officer
must inform the requestor of that decision and—

(a) where the request relates to the marked register or marked copies of notices referred to in
paragraph (1), provide the requestor with information concerning the availability of the
published register or notices for inspection in accordance with regulation 7 (publication
of register); and

(b) where the request relates to the marked lists, provide information concerning the
availability of the unmarked lists in accordance with regulation 80 (records and lists kept
under this Part).

(6) A person who obtains a copy of any part of a marked register or list under this paragraph
may use it only for the permitted purposes specified in paragraph 5(3) of this Schedule and any
conditions specified in that paragraph are to apply.

(7) Any person who has obtained or is entitled to obtain a copy of the marked register or lists
under this paragraph may—

(a) supply a copy of the marked register or lists to a processor for the purpose of processing
the information it contains, or

(b) procure that a processor processes and supplies to the person any copy of the information
in the marked register or lists which the processor has obtained under this paragraph, for
use in respect of the purposes for which that person is entitled to obtain such copy or
information (as the case may be).

(8) A processor may not disclose the marked register or lists or the information contained in
them except to the person who supplied it to the processor or any other person, or an employee of
such a person, who is entitled to obtain a copy of the marked register or lists under this Schedule.

Inspection of documents open to public inspection

3.—(1) Any person is entitled to request that the registration officer make available for
inspection a copy of any of the following documents (“the documents open to public
inspection”)—

(a) the marked register or lists;

(b) such other documents relating to a petition as the registration officer is required by or
under any enactment to retain for any period except—
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(i) signing sheets,
(ii) completed corresponding number lists,
(iii) certificates as to employment during the signing period,

(iv) lists required to be completed under regulation 110(4) (lists of rejected postal signing
sheets).

(2) A request under subparagraph (1) must be made in writing and must specify—
(a) which documents are requested;
(b) the purposes for which the information in any document will be used;

(c) where the request is to inspect the marked register or lists, details relating to any
suspected fraud which the person has reason to believe may have taken place in respect of
a petition;

(d) who will inspect the documents;

(e) the date on which they wish to inspect the documents; and

(f) whether they would prefer to inspect the documents in printed or data form.

(3) Subject to subparagraph (4), the registration officer must make the documents open to public
inspection available for inspection under supervision not later than 10 working days after the date
of receipt of a request that has been duly made.

(4) Where a request has been made to inspect copies of the marked register or lists under
subparagraph (2), the registration officer is only required to make those documents available for
inspection if that officer is satisfied that fraud may have taken place in respect of the petition to
which the documents relate.

(5) A person who obtains a copy of or information in any document open to public inspection
under this paragraph may use it only for the permitted purposes specified in paragraph 5(3) and
any conditions specified in that paragraph are to apply.

(6) Where inspection takes place by providing the records or lists on a computer screen or
otherwise in data form, the registration officer must ensure that the manner in which, and
equipment on which, that copy is provided do not permit any person consulting that copy to

(a) search it by electronic means by reference to the name of any person; or
(b) copy or transmit any part of that copy by electronic or any other means.

(7) Subject to subparagraph (8), a person who inspects a copy of a document open to public
inspection, whether a printed copy or in data form, may not—

(a) make copies of any part of it, or

(b) record any particulars in it,
except that a person who inspects a copy of the marked register or lists may make hand-written
notes.

(8) The registration officer must, on request, supply free of charge copies of any documents
open to public inspection—

(a) to the Security Service, the Government Communications Headquarters, or the Secret
Intelligence Service; or

(b) to a person who has inspected those documents and who is entitled to be supplied with a
copy of the marked register or lists by virtue of being a person to whom paragraph 2(2)(a)
to (d) applies.

Restrictions on use, supply and disclosure of documents by the registration officer, Chief
Electoral Officer for Northern Ireland and staff

4.—(1) This paragraph applies to—
(a) the registration officer;

(b) any deputy registration officer; and
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(c) any person appointed to assist the registration officer or who in the course of that person’s
employment is assigned to assist the registration officer.

(2) A person to whom this paragraph applies must not—
(a) supply to any person a copy of the documents open to public inspection,

(b) disclose information contained in those documents (and not contained in the edited
register), or

(c) make use of any such information,
otherwise than in accordance with an enactment, including these Regulations.

(3) Nothing in subparagraph (2) applies to the supply or disclosure by a person (“P”’) to whom
this paragraph applies to another such person in connection with P’s registration duties or for the
purposes of a petition.

Other restrictions on use of documents or information contained in them
5.—(1) This paragraph applies to any person who has obtained access to a copy of the
documents open to public inspection or information contained in them by any means.
(2) No person to whom this paragraph applies may—
(a) supply a copy of the documents open to public inspection or any part of those documents,

(b) disclose any information contained in those documents (that is not contained in the edited
register), or

(c) make use of any such information,
other than for a permitted purpose specified in subparagraph (3).
(3) The permitted purposes are—

(a) where a copy of any information was supplied to a person or body referred to in the
circumstances to which paragraph 3(8) applies—

(i) the prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of the criminal law
(whether in England and Wales or elsewhere), or

(i1) the vetting of a relevant person (within the meaning of regulation 109(5) of the 2001
Regulations and regulation 108(5) of the 2001 (Scotland) Regulations for the
purpose of safeguarding national security;

(b) where a copy of any information was supplied to the Electoral Commission, the purposes
in connection with their functions under, or by virtue of, PPERA 2000;

(c) 1in any other case, the purposes of a petition.

Calculating the fee for supply of marked registers or lists
6.—(1) The fee to be paid in accordance with paragraph 2(4)(b) by a person making a request
for a copy of the whole or of any part of the marked register or lists is set out in subparagraph (2).
(2) The fee is to be the sum of £10, plus for a copy—

(a) in printed form, £2 for each 1,000 entries (or remaining part of 1,000 entries) covered by
the request; and

(b) in data form, £1 for each 1,000 entries (or remaining part of 1,000 entries) covered by the
request.

(3) For the purposes of this paragraph, a request for a copy of the whole or the same part of the
marked register or lists in both a printed and data form may be treated as two separate requests.
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SCHEDULE 4 Regulation 140

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS: APPLICATION TO RECALL PETITIONS
OF EXISTING PROVISIONS

PART 1
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 1983, PART 3
1.—(1) Part 3 of the 1983 Act (legal proceedings) applies for the purposes of a petition and has
effect—
(a) with the modifications made by this Part of this Schedule, and

(b) with any other necessary modifications.

(2) Sections 204 and 205 of the 1983 Act (Scotland and Northern Ireland) have effect for the
purposes of the provisions applied by this Part, with the following modifications to section 204
(general application to Scotland)—

(a) 1in subsection (1), omit “, and accordingly” to the end;
(b) omit subsections (2), (4), (7), (9) and (10).
(3) Except where the context requires otherwise—

(a) a reference to a provision that is applied by this Part has effect as a reference to that
provision as so applied;

(b) expressions are to be construed in accordance with regulation 3 (interpretation) of these
Regulations.

General modifications
2. A reference, however expressed, in a provision applied by this Schedule or in the heading to
such a provision—

(a) to a parliamentary election petition, other than the reference in section 123(1)(a) (rota of
judges), has effect as if it were a reference to a recall petition complaint;

(b) to any term in the first column of the following table has effect as if it were a reference to
the corresponding term in the second column.

Term referred to Modification
Candidate at an election The MP to whom a recall petition relates
A corrupt or illegal practice A corrupt or illegal practice under the Recall of

MPs Act 2015 or the Recall of MPs (Recall
Petition) Regulations 2016

Election Petition

Petitioner Complainant

Questioning of a recall petition

3. For section 120 (method of questioning recall petition), substitute—
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“A recall petition may not be questioned except by a complaint that there was an undue
outcome to the petition (“a recall petition complaint”) presented in accordance with this
Part of this Act.”
4. In section 121 (presentation and service of a recall petition complaint)—
(a) for subsections (1), (1A) and (2) substitute—

“(1) A recall petition complaint may be presented by one or more of the following
persons—

(a) aperson who signed the petition or was entitled to do so; or
(b) the MP in relation to whom the petition was held.
(2) The respondent to a complaint shall be—
(a) where the complaint relates to the conduct of the petition officer, that officer;

(b) where the complaint is made by a person other than the MP in relation to whom
the petition was held, that MP;

(c) otherwise, the petition officer.”;

(b) in subsection (3), for “to which it relates” substitute “of the MP to whom the recall
petition related”;

(c) in subsection (4), for “returning officer of the constituency to which the petition related”
substitute “petition officer”.
5. In section 122 (time for presentation or amendment of a recall petition complaint)—
(a) for subsection (1), substitute—

“(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a recall petition complaint must be presented
within 21 days after the day on which public notice of the outcome of the petition is given
in accordance with section 14(2)(c) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (determination of
whether recall petition successful).”;

(b) in subsection (2)—
(i) for “election or return” substitute “outcome of the petition”,
(ii) for “since the time of that return” substitute “after the day referred to in subsection
7
(c) in subsections (3) and (5), for “election or return” substitute “outcome of the petition”;
(d) in subsection (3), in paragraph (b)—

(1) for “to whose election the petition relates or an agent of his” substitute “to whom the
recall petition related”,

(i1) omit “or his election agent”;
(e) for subsection (4) substitute—

“(4) The day referred to in subsection (3) is the tenth day after the end of the time allowed
for delivering to the petition officer the recall petition return required by Schedule 5 to the
Recall of MPs Act 2015 (recall petition returns) or, if later—

(a) that on which the petition officer receives the return and all documents required by
that Schedule to accompany it;

(b) where the return and those documents are received on different days, the last of
those days;”;

(f) in subsection (6), omit *“; and” and paragraph (b);
(g) in subsection (7), for “an election” substitute “the outcome of a petition”.
6. In section 123 (constitution of the election court and place of trial), in subsection (3), for “for

which the election was held” substitute “of the MP in relation to whom the recall petition was
held”.
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7. Omit sections 127 to 135A (questioning of a local election).

Procedure on recall petition complaints

8. In section 136(2) (security for costs)—
(a) omit paragraph (b) and “and” following it;

(b) in paragraph (i), omit “and the amount” to “the sheriff directs”.

9. In section 138 (list of petitions)—
(a) in subsection (1), omit the words after paragraph (b);
(b) for subsection (2), substitute—

“(2) Where more than one recall petition complaint is made in relation to the same
petition, those complaints shall be dealt with as one complaint.”;

(¢c) omit subsections (3) to (5).

10. In section 139 (trial of petition)—
(a) in subsection (1), for “, in the case of” to the end substitute “14 days before the day of
trial”’;
(b) in subsection (3)—
(i) for “respondent” substitute “the MP to whom the petition related”;
(i1) omit the words after “prorogation of Parliament”;
(c) in subsection (4), omit the second paragraph;
(d) for subsection (5), substitute—

“(5) On the trial of a complaint of an undue result in a recall petition, the respondent may
give evidence to prove that the result was not undue in the same manner as if the
respondent had presented a petition.”;

(e) omit subsection (6).
11. In section 140 (witnesses), in subsection (1), omit the words after “the High Court”.
12. In section 143 (expenses of witnesses), in subsection (2), omit the second paragraph.

13. In section 144 (conclusion of trial of recall petition complaint)—
(a) for subsection (1), substitute—

“(1) Subject to subsection (3A), at the conclusion of the trial of a recall petition
complaint, the petition court shall determine whether the outcome of the recall petition
should be upheld, and the determination so certified shall be final to all intents as to the
matters at issue in the complaint.”;

(b) for subsection (3), substitute—
“(3) If the judges constituting the petition court—

(a) differ as to whether the outcome of the recall petition should be upheld, they shall
certify that difference and the outcome of the petition shall be deemed to be
upheld;

(b) determine that the outcome of the petition should not be upheld but differ as to any
part of the rest of the determination, they shall certify that difference and the
outcome of the petition shall be deemed to be void.

(3A) A determination under this section of a complaint in relation to a petition that was
successful shall avoid the outcome of that petition only if the complaint was made within
the period of 21 days after the day on which public notice of the outcome of the petition is
given in accordance with section 14(2)(c) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (determination of
whether recall petition successful).”;

(c) in subsection (7), omit “in their Journals” to the end;
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(d) after subsection (7), insert—

“(8) If the determination of the petition court under this section is that the outcome of the
recall petition is void, section 5(1) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Speaker’s notice) applies
in relation to the MP in respect of whom the petition was held as if—

(a) apetition had not been held, and

(b) receipt by the Speaker of the court’s certificate is the moment the Speaker becomes
aware that the recall condition giving rise to the original petition has been met in
relation to that MP,

and the remainder of the Act (including the remainder of that section), applies in relation to
that MP accordingly.”.

14. Omit sections 145 (conclusion of trial of local election petition) and 145A (determination in
respect of election of Mayor of London or constituency member of London Assembly).
15. In section 146 (special case for determination of High Court)—
(a) omit subsection (3),

(b) in subsection (5), omit the words after “shall be final” to the end.

16. In section 147 (withdrawal of complaint)—
(a) in subsection (1), omit the second paragraph;
(b) in subsection (2), omit “or local government area”.
17. In section 155 (neglect or refusal to pay costs), in subsection (1)(a), omit ““, and” to the end
of paragraph (b).
18. In section 157 (appeals and jurisdiction)—
(a) insubsection (1), after “this Act” insert “or the Recall of MPs Act 2015;
(b) in subsection (2)—

(i) for “and of the rules made under it” substitute “, the rules made under it and the
Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”;

113

(ii) in paragraph (c), for “, and” to the end of the subsection, substitute “shall be

observed.”;
(c) 1in subsection (4)—
(i) omit “in relation to parliamentary elections”;
(ii) after “this Part” insert “as applied by the Recall of MPs Act 2015”;
(d) omit subsection (6);

(e) in subsection (7), omit “to (6) above and, in relation to elections of councillors,
subsection (3),”;

(f) in subsection (8), omit the reference to subsection (5).

Consequences of finding by petition court of corrupt or illegal practice

19. In section 158 (report as to whether MP guilty of a corrupt or illegal practice)—
(a) 1in subsection (1), omit “or section 145”;
(b) in subsection (3)—
(i) for the first paragraphs (a) and (b) substitute—

“(a) that no corrupt or illegal practice was committed at the recall petition by the MP to
whom the petition relates or with his knowledge or consent and the offences
mentioned in the report were committed without the sanction or connivance of that
MP, and
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(b) that all reasonable means for preventing the commission of corrupt and illegal
practices at the petition were taken by and on behalf of that MP.”;

(i1) omit the second paragraph.

20. In section 159 (MP reported guilty of corrupt or illegal practice)—
(a) for subsections (1) and (3) substitute—

“(1) If the MP in relation to whom an unsuccessful recall petition is held is reported
guilty of any corrupt or illegal practice that petition shall be void.”;

(b) in subsection (4), after “this Act” insert “and the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall
Petition) Regulations 2016”.
21. In section 160 (persons reported personally guilty of corrupt or illegal practices)—
(a) in subsection (1), omit “or section 1457, *, or” and paragraph (b);

(b) in subsection (4A), for the words after “reported” to the end substitute—

“personally guilty of—

(a) a corrupt practice under regulation 118 (personation) or 120 (offences relating to
applications for postal and proxy signing) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall
Petition) Regulations 2016, or

(b) an illegal practice under regulation 119 of those Regulations (other signing
offences).”;

(c) omit subsection (7), after “this Act” insert “and the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall
Petition) Regulations 2016”.

Further provision as to avoidance of recall petitions and striking off signatures

22, In section 164 (avoidance of election for general corruption etc)—
(a) for subsection (1) substitute—

“(1) Where on a recall petition complaint it is shown that corrupt or illegal practices or
illegal payments or hirings committed in reference to the petition for the purpose of
promoting or procuring a particular outcome in that petition have so extensively prevailed
that they may reasonably be supposed to have affected the result, that petition shall be void.

>

(b) omit subsection (3).
23. Omit section 165 (avoidance of election for employing corrupt agent).

24, In section 166 (signatures to be struck off for corrupt or illegal practices)—
(a) for subsection (1) substitute—

“(1) Where, on a recall petition complaint, it is shown that a person has been guilty of
bribery, treating or undue influence in respect of any other person who signed the petition
there shall, on scrutiny, be struck off from the petition one signature for every person who
signed it and is proved to have been so bribed, treated or unduly influenced.”;

(b) in subsection (2), for the words after “hiring at” substitute “a recall petition signs that
petition, that signature is void”;

(c) in subsection (3), for the words after “Parliamentary election” to the end substitute “and,
by reason of that incapacity, is not entitled to sign a recall petition signs that petition, that
signature is void.”.

Power to except innocent act from being illegal practice, payment, employment or hiring

25. Omit section 167 (application for relief).
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Prosecutions for corrupt or illegal practices

26. In section 168 (prosecutions for corrupt practices), in subsection (1)—

(a) in paragraph (a)(i), for “section 60 or 62A” substitute “regulation 118 (personation) or
120 (offences relating to applications for postal or proxy signing) of the Recall of MPs
Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”;

(b) in paragraph (b), omit “not exceeding the statutory maximum”.
27.In section 169 (prosecutions for illegal practices), for England and Wales omit “not
exceeding level 5 on the standard scale”.
28. In section 173 (incapacities on conviction of corrupt or illegal practice)—
(a) 1in subsection (1), after “subsection (2)” insert “and (2A)”;

(b) in subsection (2), for “section 60” to the end substitute “a corrupt practice under
regulation 118 (personation) or 120 (offences relating to applications for postal and proxy
signing) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016, or an illegal
practice under regulation 119 of those Regulations (other signing offences).”;

(c) after subsection (2), insert—

“(2A) A court before which a person is convicted of an offence referred to in subsection
(2B) may, if they think it just in the special circumstances of the case, mitigate or entirely
remit any incapacity imposed by virtue of this section.

(2B) Those offences are any offence under the following provisions of the Recall of MPs
Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016—

(a) regulation 119 (other signing offences),
(b) regulation 125 (broadcasting from outside the United Kingdom),

(c) regulation 126 (imitation official petition notice cards).”.

Illegal payments, employments or hirings

29. Omit section 175 (illegal payments, etc).

General provisions as to prosecutions

30. In section 176 (time limit for prosecutions)—

(a) in subsection (1), for “this Act” substitute “this Part of this Act or in the Recall of MPs
Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”;

(b) in subsection (2C), for “rule 57 of the parliamentary elections rules” substitute
“regulations 46 and 47 (retention of documents) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall
Petition) Regulations 2016”;

(c) 1in subsection (2D), for “rule 57 substitute “regulations 46 and 47 of those Regulations”.
31. Omit section 177 (local election offences punishable summarily).

32. In section 178 (prosecution of offences committed outside the United Kingdom), for “this
Act” substitute “this Part of this Act or the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations
2016”.

33. In section 179 (offences by associations)—

(a) for “section 100 or 110A above” substitute “regulation 131 (details to appear on recall
petition publications) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”;

(b) after “this Act” insert “or those Regulations”.

34. In section 180 (evidence by certificate of holding of recall petition)—

(a) in paragraph (a), omit “, and”;
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(b) omit paragraph (b);

(c) for “returning officer” to the end of paragraph (ii) substitute—

“petition officer—
(i) that the petition mentioned in the certificate was duly held, and
(ii) that the person named in the certificate was the MP to whom the petition
related,”.

35. In section 181 (Director of Public Prosecutions), in subsection (1), after “this Act” insert “or
the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”.

Supplemental

36. In section 182 (rules of procedure), in subsection (1) and in subsection (3), at the end insert
“as it has effect for the purposes of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 and the Recall of MPs Act 2015
(Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”.

37. In section 183 (costs), for “Part 2 or this Part of this Act” substitute “this Part of this Act or
the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”.
38. In section 184 (service of notices)—

(a) in subsection (1), after “this Act” insert “or the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition)
Regulations 2016”;

(b) in paragraph (a), omit “or, as the case may be, the area of the authority for which the

election was held”.

39. In section 185 (interpretation of Part 3)—

LR N3

(a) omit the definitions of “appropriate officer”, “candidate”, “date of the allowance of an
authorised excuse”, “declaration as to election expenses” and “return as to election
expenses’’;

(b) in the definition of “Licensing Acts”, for “means” to the end substitute “means the
Licensing Act 2003 and the Acts amending that Act, or the corresponding enactments
forming part of the law of Scotland or Northern Ireland;”.

PART 2
THE ELECTION PETITION RULES 1960
40.—(1) The Election Petition Rules 1960 apply for the purposes of a recall petition and have
effect—
(a) with the modifications made by this Part of this Schedule, and
(b) with any other necessary modifications.
(2) Except where the context requires otherwise—

(a) areference to a provision that is applied by this Schedule has effect as a reference to that
provision as so applied;

(b) expressions are to be construed in accordance with regulation 3 (interpretation) of these
Regulations.

(3) A reference in a provision of the Rules as applied by this Part of this Schedule—

(a) to a parliamentary election petition (however expressed), other than the reference in the
definition of “rota judge” in rule 2(2), has effect as if it were a reference to a recall
petition complaint;
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(b) to a returning officer has effect as if it were a reference to the petition officer (within the
meaning of section 6 of the Act) for the recall petition to which a petition complaint
relates;

(c) to a petitioner, has effect as if it were a reference to a complainant.

41. In rule 2 (definitions)—

(a) omit the definitions of “local election petition” and “constituency’;

13373

(b) for the definition of “petition” substitute ““‘complaint” means a recall petition complaint
within the meaning of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”;

(c) omit paragraph (3);

(d) in paragraph (4), for “and these Rules” substitute “these Rules and the Recall of MPs Act
2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”.

42. In rule 4 (form of petition), in paragraph (1)—
(a) in subparagraph (a), omit “or section 128(1)”;
(b) in subparagraph (b), for the words after “showing” to the end substitute “the date on
which public notice of the outcome of the petition was given in accordance with section

14(2)(c) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (determination of whether recall petition was
successful)”;

(c) in subparagraph (c), omit “or subsection (2), (3) or (4) of section 129”.

43. In rule 6 (notice to be given to respondent and DPP), in paragraph (1), omit “or section
128(2)”.

44. In rule 9 (display etc of notice of time and place of trial), in paragraph (3), for the words
from the beginning to “seven days” substitute “Not less than fourteen days”.

45. In rule 10 (duty to specify matters in issue in certain complaints)—
(a) for paragraphs (1) and (2), substitute—
“(1) Where a recall petition complaint is of an undue result in a petition, every party shall,
not less than seven days before the date fixed for trial, file a list of the signatures which that
party contends were wrongly admitted or rejected, stating in respect of each such signature

the grounds for that contention, and serve a copy of the list on every other party and the
Director of Public Prosecutions.

(2) Where the respondent to such a complaint intends to give evidence under section
139(5) of the 1983 Act (trial of petition) that the outcome of the petition was not undue, the
respondent shall, not less than seven days before the day fixed for the trial of the petition,
file a statement of the grounds for that contention and serve a copy of those grounds on the
complainant and the Director of Public Prosecutions.”;

(b) in paragraph (4)—
(i) in subparagraph (a), for “vote” substitute “signature”;

(ii) in subparagraph (b), for “objection to a person’s election which is not specified in a

list” substitute “ground of contention not included in a statement”.

46. Omit rules 14 (petition abated in the event of a complainant’s death), and 16 (withdrawal
and replacement of respondents before trial) and 18 (appointments in connection with trials of
local election petitions).

47. In rule 19 (computation of time)—

(a) in paragraph (1), for “section 119 of the Act” substitute “section 22(1) of the Act
(definition of working day) and regulation 145 (time) of the Recall of MPs Act 2015
(Recall Petition) Regulations 2016”;

(b) in paragraph (2), omit “(not being a day mentioned in section 119(2) of the Act)”.
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48. In the Schedule (form of recall petition complaint), for the form of petition, up to the end of
paragraph (1) substitute—

“IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION
In the matter of the Recall of MPs Act 2015

And in the matter of the recall petition held in respect of [state name of MP in relation to
whom the petition was held] and [state name of constituency] ... beginning on the ... day of
... 20 ... and ending on the ...day of ... 20 ...

The complaint of A. B. of ... (and C. D. of ...) shows:
1

That the Complainant A. B. is a person who signed (or was entitled to sign) the above
petition (or was the MP in relation to whom the petition was held) and the Complainant C.
D. (state similarly the capacity in which C. D. presents the complaint).

2

That the petition was available for signing from the ... day of ... 20... to the ... day of ...
20 ... and on the ... day of ... 20... the petition officer notified the Speaker of the House of
Commons that the petition was successful (or unsuccessful).

3
That (state the facts on which the Complainant relies).

4

That (in the case of a complaint mentioned in section 122(2) or (3) of the Representation of
the People 1983, as it has effect for the purposes of the Recall of MPs Act 2015 by virtue of
the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (Recall Petition) Regulations 2016, state the event on which
time for the presentation of the complaint depends and its date).

The complainant claims—

That it may be determined that the outcome of the petition was void (or as the case may
be).”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations provide the process for a recall petition (“petition”) which has been triggered
by virtue of one of three recall conditions under the Recall of MPs Act 2015 (“the Act”). The
Regulations apply to the United Kingdom with the exceptions set out in regulation 2.

Part 2 make provisions about the register and places an obligation on the petition officer to
compile a register of persons who are entitled to sign the petition by virtue of section 10 of the Act
(“the register”). The petition officer must publish the register on the third day before the beginning
of the period during which the petition is available for signing (“the signing period”). No later than
the third working day after receiving the Speaker’s notice under section 5 of the Act the petition
officer must give public notice of the number of people who are required to sign the petition in
order for the petition to be successful in accordance with section 14 of the Act.
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Part 3 makes provision for the conduct of the petition at the petition signing places including:
action to be taken before the signing period begins; conduct during the signing period; the
counting of the signing sheets after the signing period has ended; and the disposal of documents
held in relation to the petition.

Part 4 Chapter 1 prescribes the entitlement for a person to sign the petition by post or by proxy,
and for a proxy to sign the petition by post (“absent signing”). Regulation 50 provides an
automatic right to absent signing for persons who in a parliamentary election are already entitled
to vote by post or proxy, or for proxies who is entitled to vote by post. Where a person is entitled
to vote by post for a definite period that period is deemed to last until the end of the signing period
for the purposes of signing the petition despite the fact that it may expire during that period. A
person can also apply to the registration officer to sign a petition by post or by proxy for a definite
or indefinite period or to sign a particular petition by post or proxy. Regulation 57 sets out the
provisions relating to the appointment of proxies; and regulation 58 set out the signing procedure
as a proxy. Chapter 2 prescribes the requirements regarding the applications for absent signing,
including the closing dates for such applications and appeals against a refusal to grant an
application.

Part 5 prescribes the process for the issuing and receipt of postal signing sheets. Chapter 1
prescribes the contents of the postal signing packs which must be sent out to each elector or proxy
and the time when they are to be sent. Chapter 2 prescribes the process for the issuing of the postal
signing packs and provisions relating to spoilt, lost and cancelled signing sheets. Chapter 3
prescribes the process for the receipt of the postal signing sheets and other documents, including
the opening of envelopes, checking declarations of identity and postal signing statements, keeping
a list of rejected postal signing sheets and the forwarding of documents after the signing sheets
have been counted.

Part 6 prescribes the offences relating to the petition process, which are modelled on the existing
offences in the Representation of the People Act 1983 (“the 1983 Act”) which relate to
parliamentary elections.

Part 7 prescribes various miscellaneous provisions including forms of communication, electronic
signatures, translations, public notices and publication of documents. It also amends the following
legislative provisions: the wording of the signing sheet under section 9(4) of the Act; and section
6C of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 to enable accredited observers to
attend the count of the signing sheets. It also amends secondary legislation to make provision for
the notices and time limits under section 13BC of the 1983 Act (as inserted by paragraph 7 of
Schedule 2 to the Act) regarding the alteration of registers during the petition process.

Schedule 1 makes provisions about the supply of registers. The registration officer is required to
supply a copy of the electoral parliamentary register for the constituency relevant to the petition to
the petition officer, together with any notices issued under the Representation of the People Act
1983 with regard to alterations of that register. Paragraph 3 of Schedule 1 sets out conditions
regarding the use of such information and documents.

Schedule 2 prescribes the forms that are to be used for the petition process.

Schedule 3 prescribes the provisions relating to access to the marked registers in respect of the
petition. Paragraph 2 places limits on those persons who are entitled to receive a copy of the
marked registers and places obligations on those persons regarding the handling of that
information. Paragraph 3 requires the registration officer to make available for inspection the
marked registers where that officer is satisfied the relevant conditions have been met. The
registration officer is also required to make other documents relating to the petition available for
inspection with the exception of the signing sheet, completed corresponding number lists,
certificates as to employment and the lists of rejected postal signing sheets.

Schedule 4 applies existing provisions in relation to legal proceedings to petitions with the
necessary modifications. Part 1 applies the provisions set out in Part 3 of the 1983 Act (with
modifications) and Part 2 applies the Election Petition Rules 1960 (with modifications).
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An impact assessment has not been prepared for this instrument as no impact on the voluntary or
private sectors is foreseen.
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