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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2016 No. 274

The Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016

PART 2
RULES APPLICABLE TO CONTRACTS

CHAPTER 3

Conduct of the procedure

SECTION 3

Choice of participants and award of contracts
SUB-SECTION 1Qualification and qualitative selection

Quality assurance standards and environmental management standards

81.—(1)  Utilities shall, where they require the production of certificates drawn up by independent
bodies attesting that the economic operator complies with certain quality assurance standards,
including on accessibility for disabled persons, refer to quality assurance systems based on the
relevant European standards series certified by accredited bodies.

F1(2)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(3)  Utilities shall also accept other evidence of equivalent quality assurance measures where the

economic operator concerned had no possibility of obtaining such certificates within the relevant
time limits for reasons that are not attributable to that economic operator, provided that the economic
operator proves that the proposed quality assurance measures comply with the required quality
assurance standards.

(4)  Where utilities require the production of certificates drawn up by independent bodies attesting
that the economic operator complies with certain environmental management systems or standards,
they shall refer to—

F2(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F2(b) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(c) F3...environmental management standards based on the relevant European or international
standards by accredited bodies,

F4...
(5)  Where an economic operator had demonstrably no access to the certificates referred to

in paragraph (4), or no possibility of obtaining them within the relevant time limits for reasons
that are not attributable to that economic operator, the utility shall accept other evidence of
environmental management measures, provided that the economic operator proves that these
measures are equivalent to those required under the applicable environmental management system
or standard.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Reg. 81(2) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Public Procurement (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit)

Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1319), regs. 1(2), 10(46)(a) (with Sch. paras. 3-5)
F2 Reg. 81(4)(a)(b) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Public Procurement (Amendment etc.) (EU

Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1319), regs. 1(2), 10(46)(b)(i) (with Sch. paras. 3-5)
F3 Word in reg. 81(4)(c) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Public Procurement (Amendment etc.)

(EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1319), regs. 1(2), 10(46)(b)(ii) (with Sch. paras. 3-5)
F4 Words in reg. 81(4) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Public Procurement (Amendment etc.) (EU

Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1319), regs. 1(2), 10(46)(b)(iii) (with Sch. paras. 3-5)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Regulations revoked by 2023 c. 54 Sch. 11 para. 7
– reg. 81(2) omitted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(46)(a) (This amendment not applied to

legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked (20.11.2020) by S.I. 2020/1319,
regs. 1(3), 2(a))

– reg. 81(4) words omitted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(46)(b)(iii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked (20.11.2020) by S.I.
2020/1319, regs. 1(3), 2(a))

– reg. 81(4)(a)(b) omitted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(46)(b)(i) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked (20.11.2020) by S.I.
2020/1319, regs. 1(3), 2(a))

– reg. 81(4)(c) word omitted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(46)(b)(ii) (This amendment not
applied to legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked (20.11.2020) by S.I.
2020/1319, regs. 1(3), 2(a))

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Instrument associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Instrument (including any effects on those
provisions):
– reg. 21(1)(c)(i)(aa) words substituted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(12)(a)(i) (This

amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked
(20.11.2020) by S.I. 2020/1319, regs. 1(3), 2(a))

– reg. 21(1)(c)(i)(bb) words substituted by S.I. 2019/560 reg. 9(12)(a)(ii) (This
amendment not applied to legislation.gov.uk. Affecting Regulations revoked
(20.11.2020) by S.I. 2020/1319, regs. 1(3), 2(a))
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