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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2016 No. 274

The Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016

PART 2
RULES APPLICABLE TO CONTRACTS

CHAPTER 1

Procedures

Choice of Procedures

44.—(1)  When awarding supply, works or service contracts, utilities shall apply procedures that
conform to these Regulations.

(2)  Such contracts may be awarded only if a call for competition has been published in accordance
with these Regulations F1..., except where regulation 50 permits utilities to apply a negotiated
procedure without prior call for competition.

(3)  Utilities may apply—
(a) open or restricted procedures or negotiated procedures with prior call for competition as

regulated by these Regulations;
(b) competitive dialogues and innovation partnerships as regulated by these Regulations.

(4)  The call for competition may be made by one of the following means—
F2(a) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(b) a notice on the existence of a qualification system in accordance with regulation 68 where
the contract is awarded by restricted or negotiated procedure or by a competitive dialogue
or an innovation partnership;

(c) a contract notice in accordance with regulation 69.
F3(5)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F1 Words in reg. 44(2) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Public Procurement (Amendment etc.) (EU

Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1319), regs. 1(2), 10(29) (with Sch. paras. 3-5)
F2 Reg. 44(4)(a) omitted (E. N.I.) (25.5.2023) by virtue of The Public Procurement (International Trade

Agreements) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/484), regs. 1(2), 4(6)(i) (with regs. 1(4)(b), 5);
and omitted (W.) (26.5.2023) by virtue of The Public Procurement (International Trade Agreements)
(Amendment) (Wales) (No. 2) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/567), regs. 1(2), 4(6) (with reg. 5)

F3 Reg. 44(5) omitted (E. N.I.) (25.5.2023) by virtue of The Public Procurement (International Trade
Agreements) (Amendment) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/484), regs. 1(2), 4(6)(ii) (with regs. 1(4)
(b), 5); and omitted (W.) (26.5.2023) by virtue of The Public Procurement (International Trade
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Agreements) (Amendment) (Wales) (No. 2) Regulations 2023 (S.I. 2023/567), regs. 1(2), 4(6) (with
reg. 5)
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