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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
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The Insolvency (England and Wales) Rules 2016

PART 10
BANKRUPTCY

CHAPTER 8

Public examination of bankrupt

Adjournment

10.104.—(1)  The court may adjourn the public examination from time to time, either to a fixed
date or generally.

(2)  The order of adjournment of the public examination to a fixed date must contain a warning
to the bankrupt, which must be displayed prominently on the front page of the order, stating that if
the bankrupt fails without reasonable excuse to attend the public examination at the time and place
set out in the order the bankrupt—

(a) may be arrested without further notice under section 364(1); and
(b) may be held to be in contempt of court under section 290(5) and imprisoned or fined.

(3)  Where the examination has been adjourned generally, the court may at any time on the
application of the official receiver or of the bankrupt—

(a) fix a venue for the resumption of the examination; and
(b) give directions as to the manner in which, and the time within which, notice of the resumed

public examination is to be given to persons entitled to take part in it.
(4)  Where such an application is made by the bankrupt, the court may grant it on terms that the

expenses of giving the notices required by that paragraph must be paid by the bankrupt and that,
before a venue for the resumed public examination is fixed, the bankrupt must deposit with the
official receiver such sum as the official receiver considers necessary to cover those expenses.

(5)  Where the examination is adjourned, the official receiver may, there and then, make an
application under section 279(3) (suspension of automatic discharge).

(6)  If the court makes such an order suspending the bankrupt’s discharge, then the court must
deliver copies of the order to the official receiver, the trustee and the bankrupt.


