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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2015 No. 221

REPRESENTATION OF THE
PEOPLE, NORTHERN IRELAND

The Parliamentary Elections (Forms)
(Northern Ireland) Regulations 2015

Made - - - - 11th February 2015

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1(2)

In accordance with section 201(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1983(1), a draft of these
Regulations has been laid before and approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament.

In accordance with section 7(1) and (2)(e) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums
Act 2000(2), the Secretary of State has consulted with the Electoral Commission prior to these
Regulations being made.

Accordingly, the Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers
conferred by sections 53(1)(c), 201(1) and (3) and 202(1) of, and rules 24(1)(c) and (3), 28(3) and
(3A), and 32(3) of Schedule 1 to, the Representation of the People Act 1983(3) and section 15(5)
of the Representation of the People Act 1985(4).

Citation, commencement, extent and interpretation

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Parliamentary Elections (Forms) (Northern
Ireland) Regulations 2015.

(2) These Regulations come into force on the day after the day on which they are made.

(3) These Regulations extend to Northern Ireland only.

(1) 1983, c. 2; section 201(2) was substituted by section 24 of, and paragraph 69 of Schedule 4 to, the Representation of the
People Act 1985 (c. 50), and amended by S.I. 1991/1728; section 158 of, and paragraph 6 of Schedule 21 to, the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41); and section 13(2) of the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 2014 (c. 13).

(2) 2000 c. 41; amendments have been made to section 7 but they are not relevant to these Regulations.

(3) See the definition of “prescribed” in section 202(1). Rule 24 was substituted by section 37 of the Electoral Administration Act
2006 (c. 22). Section 201(1) was amended by S.I. 1991/1728. Section 201(3) was added by paragraph 21 of Schedule 1 to the
Representation of the People Act 2000 (c. 2) and amended by paragraph 6 of Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections
and Referendums Act 2000 (c. 41). Rule 28(3) was amended by paragraph 70 of Schedule 1 to the Electoral Administration
Act 2006 (c. 22); rule 28(3A) was inserted by paragraph 14 of Schedule 1 to that Act and extended to Northern Ireland by
S.1. 2014/1116.

(4) 1985 c. 50; section 15 has effect as if it were contained in Part 1 of the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c. 2) (see
section 27(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c. 50)).
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(4) In these Regulations, “the 2008 Regulations” means the Representation of the People
(Northern Ireland) Regulations 2008(5).

Amendments relating to the declaration of identity

2.—(1) Inregulation 71(b) of the 2008 Regulations, for the words “a local” substitute “another”.
(2) Inregulation 87 of the 2008 Regulations (procedure in relation to declarations of identity)—
(a) in paragraph (1)(a), omit the words “and given his name and address”; and
(b) after paragraph (1) insert—

“(1A) A person must not sign the declaration as a witness under paragraph (1)(a) unless
he is—

(a) aged 18 years or over; and
(b) satisfied to the best of his knowledge and belief as to the identity of the voter.”.

Amendment of Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (Forms)

3.—(1) Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations (Forms) is amended as follows.
(2) Replace Form A (elector’s official poll card) with the form in Schedule 1 to these Regulations.

(3) Replace Form A1 (elector’s official postal poll card)(6) with the form in Schedule 2 to these
Regulations.

(4) Replace Form B (proxy’s official poll card) with the form in Schedule 3 to these Regulations.

(5) Replace Form B1 (proxy’s official postal poll card)(7) with the form in Schedule 4 to these
Regulations.

(6) Replace Form E (proxy paper)(8) with the form in Schedule 5 to these Regulations.
(7) Replace Form F (certificate of employment) with the form in Schedule 6 to these Regulations.
(8) Replace Form L (declaration of identity)(9) with the form in Schedule 7 to these Regulations.

(9) Replace Form M (declaration of identity (combined polls))(10) with the form in Schedule 8
to these Regulations.

Andrew Murrison
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
11th February 2015 Northern Ireland Office

(5) S.1.2008/1741; relevant amendments are referenced in these Regulations.
(6) Form Al was inserted by S.I. 2014/1808.
(7) Form B1 was inserted by S.1. 2014/1808.
(8) Form E was amended by S.I. 2014/1808.
(9) Form L was amended by S.I. 2014/1808.
(10) Form M was amended by S.I. 2014/1808.
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SCHEDULE 1
Form A
Front of card
| Poll card |
UK Parliamentary Election
Your details:

[insert name of constituency]
constituency

Voting information

[Elector’s name and quaiifiying address defails
heraf

Polling da
9 v Number an register:

Polling hours | 7.00am to 10.00pm

nﬂemember that you will not be able to vote
Ballot box unless you show one of the following forms
numbar af phetegraphic identification:
Your palling = A UK, Irish or EEA driving licence
station will ba * A UK or Irish passport

+  An Electoral ldentity Card

= A Translink Senior SmartPass

* A Translink 60+ SmartFass

= A Translink War Disabled SmartPass
You do not need to taks this card with you in = A Translink Blind Person’s SmartPass
order to wote but it will save time if you do. Pleasa turn over

Back af card

If you are away or cannot go to the palling

station on [day] [date of poll] you can do one of

the following:

= Apply o vole by post. Completed applications
must be retumed by Spm on [day] [date of
deadline]. If you are given a postal vote, you will
mat be able to vole in person at this election.

OR

+ Apply to vole by proxy (this means someone
else can vole on your behalf). Completed
applications must be refurned by Sprm on [day]
[date of deadline].

An application forrn is available on the website or
can be requested fraom the helpline,

'n'lr you need any help, require information
in another format of language or wish to find
out if your polling station is accessible,
please contact us.

[insert helpling and other contact detals including
websita]

Electoral fraud is a crime

Issued by the Chief Electoral Officer.

If undelivered return to: [Insert redurn address)

Regulation 3(2)
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SCHEDULE 2 Regulation 3(3)

Form Al

Frout of card

| Postal poll card

UK Parliamentary Election

[insert name of constituency]
constituency

Voting Information

We will send your postal vote
approximately 10 working days before

pelling day.

Your details:

*[Elector's name and gualifying address details
here]

Number on register:

*Returning Officer fo omit where posfal poll card
senf to an anonymous elector. Postal pall card fo
an anonymous alector must be delivered in a

sealed anvelope.

Your postal vote

* You will receive a postal vote for this election
because you successfully applied to vote by
post.

« You will not be able to vote in a polling station.

# [f you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [name of month] please
contact us,

Please turn over

Back of card

How to vote

1. When you recelve your postal vote, read the
instructions carefully,

2. our postal wote includes your ballot paper and
a declaration of identity.

3. Complete the declaration of identity.

4. Complate the ballot paper.

5, Return your postal voting papers in the
envelope provided,

&. We need to receive your postal vote by 10pm
on [dayidate of poll]. Postal voling papers
cannol be accepled al palling stabons.,

0y yeu need help to vele, you can ask
somecne you know or get advice by calling
our helpline.

If you need information in another format or
language please call our helpline.

If you make a mistake:

* Flease phone the helpline immediately.

= We can only issue a replacernent postal vote if
you return all your postal vote documents by
Spm on [day/date of deadline]

If you would rather wote in person, or ask
someone élse 1o vole on your behall, you must
cancel your postal vote before S5pm on [day/date
of deadline].

["Note thal if you have an anonymaous enfry on the
ragister you will not be abie fo vobe in persan, buf
Veu san ask someone else fo vale by past on your
behalf]

*Redurming Officer fo only include on postal poll
card senl 1o an anonymous eleclor

If undelivered return to: finsest return address/

Electoral fraud is a crime

[Tnsert helpiine and other confact defails including
wehzifa]

|ssued by the Chief Electoral Officer.
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SCHEDULE 3 Regulation 3(4)
Form B
Front of card
| Proxy poll card |
UK Parliamentary Election
[insert name of constituency]
constituency
Your details:
Voting information
Polling day [Proxy's name and address details here]

Paliing hours | 7.00am te 10.00pm

Ballot box

ket O remember that you will not be able to vole
L y unless you show one of the following ferms

Polling station of photographic identification for yourself:

= A UK, Irish or EEA driving licence

« A UK or lrish passport

* An Electoral Identity Card

« A Translink Senior SmartPass
For this election you are proxy for: * A Translink 60+ SmartPass
[Electors name = A Translink War Disabled SmarnPass
Elector’s address * A Translink Blind Person’'s SmartPass
Elector's number on register]
You do nod need to take this card with you in
order to vote but it will save time if you do. Please tUrn over

Back of card

| How to vote as a proxy
At the polling station, tell the staff that you are a
proxy for the persan named on the front of this
P The person you are proxy for can vote
!:ard.. _Shw S MO B Flw!sugraphm themselves if they wish — but only if you have
identification for yourself. They will give you that not already voted on their behalf.
person’s ballol paper.

If you need any help, just ask the staff.

nll’].ruu need any help, reguire information
in another formal of language of wish to find

If you are away or cannot go to the polling aut if your polling station is accessible,
station on [day] [date of poll]: please contact us.
» ‘foucan ly to vote b . The deadline ) )
far mpmyappllcalmigfsﬂﬁpm an [day] ﬂ.ﬁ'.wr‘\' helpiing and olfher contact details inciuding
[date of deadline]. website]
= |f you are given a postal vote, you or the
person you are proxy for will not be able to Electoral fraud is a crime
vobe in person at this election,
* To find out how to apply. please contact
us. Issued by the Chief Electoral Officer,

If undelivered return to: [Insert refurn address]
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SCHEDULE 4

Form B1

Front of card

| Proxy postal poll card

UK Parliamentary Election

[insert name of constituency]
constituency

Voting information

We will send your postal vote
approximately 10 working days before

polling day.

For this election you are proxy for:
‘[{Elector's name)

{Elector’s address)

{Elector’s number on register)]
[the person with this elecfor number: (insert
slector’s number on register]].
“If anonymous elector omit the wards i the first
sef of square brackets, if not omil the werds in
the second sef of square brackets.

Your details:
‘[Praxy’s name and address detais hera]

"Returning Officer to amil where proxy postal pol!
card sent fo the proxy of an anonymous alector,
Proxy postal poll card to proxy of an anommous
eleclor mus! be delfverdd in @ sealed envélope.

Your postal vote

*= You will receive a postal vote for this election
because you successfully applied to vote by
post

= You will not be able to vole as a proxy in a
polling station.

= |f you have not received your postal vote
by [day] [date] [name of month] please call
the helpline.

Please turn over

Back af card

How to vote

1. When you receive your postal vole, read the
Instructions carefully,

2. ¥our postal vote includes your ballot paper and
a declaration of identity.

3. Complete the declaration of identity.

4. Complete the ballol paper.

5. Return your postal voting papers in the
envelope provided.

6. We nead o receive your postal vole by 10pm
on [day/date of poll]. Postal voting papers
cannot be accepted at polling stations.

Li you need help to vole, you can ask
someone you know or get advice by calling
our helpline,

If you need infermation in another format or
language please call our helpline below.

If you make a mistake:

* Please phone the helpline immediately.

+ ‘We can only issue a replacement postal wote
if you return all your postal vole documents
by Spm on [dayidate of deadline].

If you would rather vote in person, you must

cancel your postal vote before S5pm on

[day/date of deadline]. For maore infarmation,

please call the helpline.

[*Note that if you are a proxy for a person with

an anonymous endry on the register you will nod

be able lo vole in person.]

*Retfuming Officer to anly include on proxy

postal poll card senf fo the proxy of an

anonymols elector,

Electoral fraud is a crime

[inserf helpline and other confact details inciuwding
werbsite]

Issued by the Chief Electoral Officer.

If undelivered return to: [inssr return address]

Regulation 3(5)
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SCHEDULE 5

Form E

Proxy Papor

UK Parliamentary Election
finserf name of constituencyf constituency

Marme of Prowy

Adddress of Prowy

fau hava keer appoirt=d as procy for
[nama of alactzr)

wha is qualifizd to be regizterad at
(Qualifying adcress)

tawets far thern at *[Local Codncl ParlarentarEurepcar Patliarehtary Assambby
clectiong.

Elgnature: {Eloctora Roglstratior o

Diake

* Dalefa vahichaver is inagpronnale

1. This prosy paper gives yau The right to vota as 2 prosy far the eleder who is ramad
£l

2. %au rray not vete as preay at the sarme elaction for mare tesn i cleetors, onloss you
3+e their spoLise, il parer, perent, grandparent, brather, sistar, child ar grancchild.

3. ¥ou ray wota sc prosy 8t the poll ng statioq al otted to the elector onwhose behalf yoo
g+e gppeinted. Shorthy before aolling day you will be sant a prowy pall card telling youl
whera tha polling staton is  You do not nead to take aither tha aoll card arthis paper with
yol to wete but it will save time if you do take the poll card with you,

4. ¥ you z=nnot wete in persen at tae polling stetior, contsct the halpline ar visit our
i bisita .

5. FF you aove boon appeinted au & proay en Bohalf of an clecer whe bas ananenymaus
reatry in the reegister oy can naly sate By pest IF o hawes nat alressdy Bannogranined &

et by, ol shall o ontact the eloctoral reglstrallen oTicor.

finzent hedplivee shal otfvar contact defails ooy welbeite]

Regulation 3(6)
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SCHEDULE 6

Form F

Certificate of Employment

UK Patliamentary Election

fin=erf name of constifuency] constituency
Dale of alacticn [day] [data] [manth] [yaar]

Ballct bex number:

The parson ngmed balow is ertilled to vota o7 eny aolling staten in the abeve conztiueney
o1 production and surrender of this carificate to the 2residing Officer.

| certify that 1name af elector’

e 15 nurbered It Ehe: reg [5tecr a0 Gl 2tors for
tha censtitus oy named abowve cannet renscnably be sxpechad t2 gn inperson to the
pelling station allotted to therm at this eleston by reasan of histher arployirent an the
abaun eake far & puranse conbectad with this electione

- A% 2 congtaklz™

- by ma {Jnhk applies to Retu-ning Srficer's staf)®

Signature Returning fficer Palica Offizer [ Chief Inepactor or
abawa*

Diate

* Persion completing the Farm fe de che whichower docs not apply.

Regulation 3(7)
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SCHEDULE 7

Form L

Frernt if dlveclir kg

Declaration of [dentity

UK Parliamentary Election

finserf name of constifuency] constitueney

Late af elaction [day| [date) [Manth] [year|

Important - you muzt flll In and roturn this declaration of Idantity
with your comploted hallot papar for It to bo countaed.

Please raad the instructons on the back of thiz form carafully.

“Mame Ballet paper numbar

* Reiuming Oficar to oonilt rame where ze) g an ananmyhous elecror

1) <eck that 1he number an he back af yaur ballal paper matchas tha numhber
sacywen Bbave. If these do not match, call us immediately or iinsed Hefpline
UTIGEr,.

| am the person the ballat paper numbered above was sent tao.

My Date of Birth is: | | | | | | | | | |

Day lManth Year

*My Slgnature I8:
*Redurming Officer fa
amntwhare elacior las
basn granled = walrer.

e will chech this information against our records for security,

The voter has sioned this declaration in my presence.

Wimess slgnature

The witness must be aged 13 or over and salisfied 1o the besl of their
Knowledas and bellet a5 tc the dentity of the woter,

Pleace turn over

Regulation 3(8)
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Back of declaration

© Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please contact us.

1. Foryour vote to be counted, you must fill in, in the presence of a witness,
and return this declaration of identity with your ballot paper.

2. Make sure you have filled in all the infarmation on this declaration of
identity and your witness has signed it.

3. Vote only once by putting a cross X in the box next to your choice on
the ballot paper.

4. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

5. Put the ballot paper in the smaller envelope marked "A" and s2al it. Then
put the envelope marked "A", together with this declaration of identity, in the
larger envelope marked “B".

&, We must receive your postal vote in the envelope provided by 10pm on
[day] [date of poll].
7. After receiving this postal vote, you cannot vote in person at a polling station

in this election.

@ Getting Help

+ [fyou need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get advice by
calling the helpline. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you
voted.

+ Please call the helpling if you need information in another format or
language.

« [fyou make a mistake you can get a replacement if you return all your
postal vote documents. Call us immediately as we can only issue a
replacement before 5pm on [day] [date] [month].

[insert heipline and other confact details including websita]

Electoral fraud is a crime.

Issued by the Chief Electoral Officer.

10
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SCHEDULE 8

Form M

F‘J‘HJIJ: I'{Ir. I'b!l"jn'frl'.ﬂ';."ﬂ

(for use when a satliamentary pell 2 comained wilh anather poll;

| Declaration of |dentity

UK. Parliamentary Election

[inserf name of consiifuency] constifuency

Cate of zlection [day] [dete] [manth] [vear|

number.

Ta ba retumed with tha frear cofour of Ballot paoe] colol red ballot pa per.

Important - you must flll In and veturn this declaratlon of ldentity
with yoeur complated ballot papor for It o be counted.

Plaase raad the Instructons an the back of this form carafully.

*Mame Eallot papar numbear

* Reiuming Qficar to onil e whera sakf 12 an snenymouns electar

{!) Zaeck that ihe numkber on -he back af your ballal paper matchas the number
sown abave. If these do not match, call us immediately or (frsad Defaline

| am the person the ballot paper numbered above was sent to.

My Dt of Birth ix: | | | | | | |

Day Manth

Year

*My Slgnatura I8:
*Refuming Oficer fa
amnt whare elociar has
bhagh granted a wailer.

We wrill chech this information against aur records for secwurity.

Wimes= signature

knowledgs and belief as ta t1e dentity of the votar.

Thu vetuer has signad this declarastion in my preswence.

The withess must be aged 15 or over and zatizfied to the besl of their

Please tuim over

11
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Back af declaration

o Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please contact us.

1. For your vote to be counted, yow must fill in, in the presence of a witness, and
return this declaration of identity with your ballot paper. You must do this even if
you have already signed a similar declaration of identity for another election to be
held on the same day.

2. Make sure you have filled in all the infermation on this declaration of identity and
your witness has signed it.

3. Vote only once by putting a cross III in the box next to your choice on the
ballot paper.

4. Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.

5. Different colours are used for the ballot papers for each election. Each ballot paper
has its own ballot paper envelope (the smaller emvelope marked "A7), declaration of
identity and covering envelope (the larger envelopa marked "B”). The covering
emvelope and declaration of identity will refer te the eolour of the ballst paper. Itis
impartant to use the correct envelopes and declaration of identity.

€. Place each ballot paper in the corect smaller envelope marked “A" and seal it.
Then put the envelope marked "A", together with the comrect declaration of identity,
in the correct larger envelope marked "B and seal it.

7. We must receive your pestal vote in the emvelope provided by 10pm on [day]
[date of poll].

8. After receiving this postal vote, you cannot vote in person at a polling station in this
election.

@ Getting Help

+ [If you need help to vete, you can ask someone you know or get advice by
contacting us, The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

+ Please contact us if you need information in anather format or language.
+ If you make a mistake you can get a replacement If you return all your pestal vole

documents. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before
Spm on [day] [date] [month].

[insart heipline and other confact defails including website]

Electoral fraud is a crime.

Issued by the Chief Electoral Officer.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations amend the forms used at parliamentary elections held in Northern Ireland for
poll cards, postal poll cards, proxy poll cards, proxy postal poll cards, declarations of identity, proxy
papers and certificates of employment. These Regulations also remove the requirement for a witness
to a declaration of identity to provide a name and address and define who may act as a witness.

An impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no impact on the private or
voluntary sectors is foreseen.
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