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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2014 No. 840 (L. 13)

FAMILY PROCEEDINGS
SENIOR COURTS OF ENGLAND AND WALES

FAMILY COURT, ENGLAND AND WALES

The Family Court (Composition and
Distribution of Business) Rules 2014

Made       -      -      -      - 31st March 2014

Laid before Parliament 1st April 2014

Coming into force 22nd April 2014

THE FAMILY COURT (COMPOSITION AND
DISTRIBUTION OF BUSINESS) RULES 2014

PART 1

Introductory provisions

1. Citation, commencement and interpretation  
2.  

PART 2

Composition of the family court

3. Composition: general  
4. Composition: allocation decision  
5. Composition: appeals heard by a judge of district judge level  
6. Composition: appeals heard by a judge of circuit judge level or a judge of

High Court level
 

7. Composition: appeals heard by a judge of High Court level  
8. Composition: matters part heard  

PART 3

Authorisations

9. Powers to grant authorisations  
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PART 4

Lay justices: chairmanship of the family court

10. Interpretation of this Part  
11. Chairman  
12. Absence of authorised lay justice entitled to preside  

PART 5

Distribution of business of the family court

12A Interpretation of this Part  
13. General  
14. Persons who may exercise jurisdiction of the family court  
15. Allocation of proceedings in Schedule 1  
16. Allocation of emergency applications  
17. Allocation: applications in existing proceedings or in connection with

proceedings that have concluded
 

18. Allocation: costs  
19. Allocation: appeals  
20. Allocation: all other proceedings  

PART 6

GUIDANCE

21. Guidance on distribution of business of the family court  
  Signature  

SCHEDULE 1 — Allocation

SCHEDULE 2 — Remedies

  Explanatory Note  
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– rule 16(3)(a)(xvi) word inserted by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(2)(a)(ii)
– rule 16(3)(a)(xv) word omitted by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(2)(a)(i)
– rule 16(5)(e) semicolon substituted for full stop by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(2)(b)(i)

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Instrument associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Instrument (including any effects on those
provisions):
– Sch. 1 para. 4(h) inserted by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(3)(b)(ii)
– Sch. 1 para. 4(g) word substituted by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(3)(b)(i)
– Sch. 1 para. 1(h) words inserted by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(3)(a)
– rule 16(3)(a)(xvii) inserted by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(2)(a)(iii)
– rule 16(5)(f) inserted by S.I. 2024/258 rule 2(2)(b)(ii)
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