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REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE, NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

The Representation of the People (Northern Ireland) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2013 

Made - - - - 17th July 2013 

Coming into force - - 18th July 2013 

The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the powers conferred by 
sections 10(4) and (4A), 10A(7), 53(1)(b) and 201(3) of, and paragraphs 1(4A) and 10B of 
Schedule 2 to, the Representation of the People Act 1983(a). 

In accordance with section 7(1) and (2)(e) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 
2000(b) the Electoral Commission has been consulted prior to making these Regulations. 

In accordance with section 201(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1983(c), a draft of these 
Regulations has been laid before and approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament. 

Citation, commencement, extent and interpretation 

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Representation of the People (Northern Ireland) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2013 and come into force on the day after the day on which they are 
made. 

(2) These Regulations extend to Northern Ireland only. 

(3) In these Regulations “the 2008 Regulations” means the Representation of the People 
(Northern Ireland) Regulations 2008(d). 
 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) 1983 c.2. Sections 10 and 10A were substituted by paragraphs 1 and  4 of Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People 

Act 2000 (“RPA 2000”). Section 10(4) was amended by paragraph 2 of Schedule 4 to the Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2006 (“the NIMPA 2006”). Section 10(4A) was inserted by section 1 of the Electoral Fraud (Northern 
Ireland) Act 2002 (c.13) (“the 2002 Act”). Section 53(1)(b) was substituted by paragraph 13 of Schedule 1 to the RPA 
2000. Section 201 (3) was inserted by paragraph 21 of Schedule 1 to the RPA 2000 and amended by paragraph 6 of 
Schedule 21 to the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) (“PPERA 2000”). Paragraphs (4A) of 
Schedule 2 was inserted by section 6 of the 2002 Act and substituted by section 7 of the NIMPA 2006. Paragraph 1(6) was 
inserted by section 7 of the NIMPA 2006. Paragraph 10B was inserted by section 9 of the RPA 2000. Paragraph 11A 
(referred to in paragraph 10B) was inserted by paragraph 87(c) of Schedule 4 to the 1985 Act and amended by section 7 of 
the 2006 Act and paragraph 7 of Schedule 15 to the Data Protection Act 1998 (c.29).  

(b) 2000 c.41. 
(c) Section 201(2) was substituted by paragraph 69 of Schedule  4 to the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c.50) (“the 

1985 Act”) and amended by paragraph 6 of Schedule 21 to the PPERA 2000 and article 5(b) of S.I. 1991/1728. 
(d) S.I. 2008/1741. 



 2 

Amendment of regulation 42 of the 2008 Regulations 

2. In regulation 42 of the 2008 Regulations(a), after paragraph (2)(d) insert— 

“(da) the Northern Ireland Office;”. 

Conduct of a canvass 

3.—(1) After regulation 46 of the 2008 Regulations insert— 

“Prescribed form for canvass 

46A. The form prescribed for the purpose of section 10(4) of the 1983 Act shall be in 
Form O. 

Retention of entries on the register following a canvass 

46B.—(1) Where—  

(a) a person (P) is entered in the register in respect of any address, and  

(b) conditions A, B and C are met,  

section 10A(6) of the 1983 Act(b) does not apply for the duration of the relevant period and 
the registration officer is authorised to retain P’s entry in the register. 

(2) Condition A is that on the conclusion of a canvass under section 10(1A) of the 1983 
Act(c),  either— 

(a) the registration officer is unable to satisfy himself that P was, on the 15th October 
in question, resident at that address because— 

 (i) the form mentioned in section 10(4) of the 1983 Act relating to P was not 
returned in respect of that address, or 

 (ii) for any other reason, insufficient information was obtained as to whether P 
was resident at that address on that date; or 

(b) the form mentioned in section 10(4) of the 1983 Act relating to P was returned in 
respect of that address, but it does not include all of the information relating to P 
required by virtue of section 10(4A) of the 1983 Act. 

(3) Condition B is that in the 12 month period before the conclusion of the canvass— 

(a) P made an application under section 10A(1) or 13A(1) of the 1983 Act and the 
registration officer determined that P was entitled to be registered in the register; 

(b) information received by the registration officer pursuant to regulation 41 indicates 
that P is resident at that address and that the required information(d) in relation to 
P is accurate; 

(c) inquiries made by the registration officer pursuant to sections 10(5) or 10A(5B)(e) 
of the 1983 Act indicate that P is resident at that address and that the required 
information in relation to P is accurate; 

(d) P has confirmed orally or in writing(f) that P is resident at that address and that the 
required information in relation to P is accurate; or 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) Regulation 42 was amended by regulation 4 of S.I. 2010/278.  
(b) Section 10A(6) was amended by section 1 of the 2002 Act. 
(c) Section 10(1A) was inserted by section 2 of the NIMPA 2006. 
(d) “The required information” is defined in section 10ZB of the 1983 Act. 
(e) Section 10A(5B) was inserted by section 12 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (“the EAA 2006”). 
(f) By Schedule 1 of the Interpretation Act 1978, “writing” includes typing, printing, lithography, photography and other 

modes of representing or reproducing words in a visible form. 
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(e) any other information received by the registration officer indicates that P is 
resident at that address and that the required information in relation to P is 
accurate. 

(4) Condition C is that the registration officer is satisfied that it is likely that P is resident 
at that address and that the required information in relation to P is accurate. 

(5) Nothing in this regulation prevents the registration officer from removing P’s entry 
from the register before the expiry of the relevant period if section 10A(5)(b) or 
10A(5A)(b) of the 1983 Act(a) applies. 

(6) In this regulation—  

“relevant period” means the period beginning with the conclusion of the canvass 
mentioned in paragraph (2) and expiring with the publication of a revised version of the 
register under section 13(1) of the 1983 Act in the second calendar year following that 
in which the canvass was conducted; and 

“required information” has the meaning given in section 10ZB of the 1983 Act(b).” 

Supply of information about electors to the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 
for the purpose of meeting the registration objectives 

4.—(1) After regulation 112 of the 2008 Regulations insert— 

“Supply to assist the registration officer to meet the relevant registration objectives 

Supply of additional elector information to the Northern Ireland Statistics and 
Research Agency 

112A.—(1) The registration officer may supply additional elector information to the 
Agency. 

(2) In this regulation— 

“the Agency” means the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency; 

“additional elector information” means information relating to an elector’s date of birth 
or nationality or both, but does not include information which was only obtained by the 
registration officer pursuant to a request under regulation 41; 

“relevant registration objectives” has the meaning given in section 10ZB of the 1983 
Act. 

(3) No person employed by the Agency may— 

(a) supply a copy of the additional elector information other than to another such 
person; 

(b) disclose any information contained in the additional elector information (and not 
contained in the edited register) otherwise than by publishing information about 
electors which does not include the date of birth or nationality of any elector;  

(c) process or make use of the additional elector information other than for statistical 
purposes or for the purpose of assisting the registration officer to meet the relevant 
registration objectives. 

(4) The restrictions in paragraph (3) apply to a person to whom any of the additional 
elector information has been supplied or information disclosed under that paragraph as they 
apply to a person to whom this regulation applies.” 

(2) In regulation 114 of the 2008 Regulations, in paragraph (2), after “111(5) and (6)” insert “, 
112A(3)”. 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) Section 10A(5) was amended by section 1 of the 2002 Act and Schedule 2 to the EAA 2006. Section 10A(5A) was inserted 

by section 1 of the 2002 Act.  
(b) Section 10ZB was inserted by section 4 of the NIMPA 2006.  
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Amendment of Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations 

5.—(1) Schedule 3 to the 2008 Regulations is amended as follows. 

(2) In the Arrangement of Forms after the entry for Form N insert— 
 

“Form O: Form of Canvass” 

(3) After Form N insert the form in the Schedule to these Regulations. 
 
 
 
Northern Ireland Office Mike Penning 
17th July 2013 Minister of State for Northern Ireland 
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 SCHEDULE Regulation 5 

Form of Canvass 
Form O 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations amend the Representation of the People (Northern Ireland) Regulations 2008 
(“the 2008 Regulations”), which make provision for the registration of local and parliamentary 
electors and other matters concerning, for the most part, parliamentary elections in Northern 
Ireland. 

In order to meet the registration objectives set out in section 10ZB of the Representation of the 
People Act 1983 (the “1983 Act”), regulations 41 and 42 of the 2008 Regulations together allow 
the Chief Electoral Officer to request information from such bodies as are specified. Regulation 2 
of these Regulations provides for the Northern Ireland Office to be added to the list of specified 
bodies. This allows the Chief Electoral Officer to request that the Northern Ireland Office provide 
him with the following information in respect of a person: his name and former name; his address 
and last former address; his date of birth; his date of death; and his national insurance number. 

When conducting a canvass pursuant to section 10 of the 1983 Act, the Chief Electoral Officer is 
required to use a form prescribed for that purpose. Regulations 3 and 5 of, and Schedule 1 to, these 
Regulations together prescribe this form. 

Where, following a canvass, the Chief Electoral Officer is unable to satisfy himself that a person is 
resident at an address, he is required to remove the entry from the register. Similarly, where a 
returned canvass form does not contain all required information (date of birth, national insurance 
number, signature, confirmation of three months’ residence and other addresses at which the 
elector is or has applied to be registered), the Chief Electoral Officer is required to remove the 
entry from the register. The new regulation 46B of the 2008 Regulations (inserted by regulation 
3(1) of these Regulations) permits the Chief Electoral Officer to retain such entries on the register 
for a period of two years after the canvass in a range of circumstances if he is satisfied that is 
likely that the person is resident at the address and the person’s information (name, address, date 
of birth, signature, national insurance number, three months’ residence and other addresses) has 
not changed. However, if the Chief Electoral Officer subsequently determines that a person was 
not at the time of the canvass entitled to be registered in respect of that address or that he has 
ceased to be resident at that address or has otherwise ceased to satisfy the conditions for 
registration, the Chief Electoral Officer can remove the person from the register before the end of 
the two year period. 

The registration objectives in section 10ZB of the 1983 Act require the registration officer to 
secure, so far as reasonably practicable, that the register is accurate and complete. The Northern 
Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA), an Executive Agency within the Department of 
Finance and Personnel, is the principal source of official statistics and social research on Northern 
Ireland´s population and socio-economic conditions. Regulation 4 allows the Chief Electoral 
Officer to supply limited data about electors to NISRA, but only for the purpose of assisting the 
Chief Electoral Officer to meet the registration objectives or for statistical purposes. Restrictions 
are imposed on the use and disclosure of that information by NISRA. 

A full impact assessment has not been produced for this instrument as no impact on the private or 
voluntary sector is foreseen. 
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