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SCHEDULE 5 Regulation 18

The Local Government Finance Act Referendums (Combination of Polls) Rules

PART 1

Citation and interpretation

Citation

1. These Rules may be cited as the Local Government Finance Act Referendums (Combination
of Polls) Rules.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Rules—

(a) subject to paragraph (2) below, “relevant returning or counting officer” means the
returning or the counting officer (as the case may be) discharging the functions under

regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations ™'; and
(b) “voter” means a person entitled to vote on his or her own behalf.

(2) Where regulation 17(1) applies and referendums and elections are not taken together in
accordance with section 15(2)(A) of the 1985 Act, references to the “relevant returning or counting
officer” are to be construed as references to the counting officer for the relevant billing authority.

(3) Subject to paragraph (1), expressions used both in these Rules and the 1983 Act (as it applies
to local government elections) have the same meaning in these Rules as they have in that Act.

Marginal Citations
M1 S.1. 2004/294; as amended by SI 2006/3278.

PART 2

Provisions as to time

Timetable

3. The proceedings at the referendum shall be conducted in accordance with the following
Timetable.

Timetable
Proceedings
Publication of notice of referendum Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day
of referendum.
Notice of poll Not later than the sixth day before the day of the
referendum.
Polling Between the hours of 7 in the morning and 10 at

night on the day of referendum.
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Computation of time

4. In computing any period of time for the purposes of the Timetable the days mentioned in
regulation 23(2)(a) to (c) shall be disregarded, and any such day shall not be treated as a day for
the purpose of any proceedings up to the completion of the poll nor shall the relevant returning or
counting officer, nor the counting officer, be obliged to take any step in relation to the counting of
the votes on such a day.

PART 3

General provisions

Notice of referendum

5.—(1) The counting officer must publish notice of the referendum stating the date of the poll.
(2) The notice of referendum must state the date by which—
(a) applications to vote by post or by proxy; and

(b) other applications and notices about postal or proxy voting,

must reach the registration officer in order that they may be effective for the referendum.

Poll to be taken by ballot
6. A poll must be taken at the referendum and the votes at the poll must be given by ballot.

The ballot papers
7.—(1) The ballot of every person entitled to a vote at the referendum must consist of a ballot
paper.

(2) Every ballot paper to be used in the referendum must be in the appropriate form in the
Appendix.

(3) Every ballot paper must—
(a) be capable of being folded up;
(b) have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back; and

(c) be a different colour from the ballot papers used at any other relevant election or
referendum.

The corresponding number list

8.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), the relevant returning or counting officer must prepare a list
containing the numbers and other unique identifying marks of all of the ballot papers to be issued
by that person in pursuance of rule 13(1) or provided by him or her in pursuance of rule 17(1).

(2) Where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers in the referendum are
not taken together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections and referendums, the
counting officer must prepare the list mentioned in paragraph (1) in respect of all of the ballot papers
to be issued by him or her in pursuance of rule 13(1).

(3) The list must be in the form M1 in the Appendix or a form to like effect.
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The official mark

9.—(1) Every ballot paper must contain an appropriate security marking (the official mark).
(2) The official mark must be kept secret.

(3) The counting officer may use a different official mark for different purposes at the same
referendum.

Prohibition of disclosure of vote

10. No person who has voted at the referendum shall, in any legal proceeding to question the
referendum, be required to state for which answer he or she has voted.

Use of schools and public rooms

11.—(1) The counting officer and the relevant returning or counting officer may use, free of
charge, for relevant purposes—

(a) aroom in a school maintained or assisted by a local authority (as defined in the Education

Act 1996 ™ or a school in respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by
Parliament to the person or body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is payable out of any rate.

(2) That officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred by the
persons having control over, any such room as mentioned above by reason of its being used for the
purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes.

(3) In paragraph (1) “relevant purposes” means—
(a) in the case of the counting officer, the counting of the votes; and

(b) in the case of the relevant returning or counting officer, the taking of the poll and the
discharging of the functions under rule 38(1) or (5) (where applicable).

Marginal Citations
M2 1996 c.56.

PART 4
Action to be taken before the poll

Notice of Poll

12.—(1) The counting officer must publish notice of the poll stating—
(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll; and
(b) the question to be asked in the referendum.

(2) The notice of the poll must be published no later than the sixth day before the date of the
referendum.

(3) The relevant returning or counting officer must, not later than the time of the publication of
the notice of the poll, also give public notice of—

(a) the situation of each polling station; and
(b) the description of persons entitled to vote there.

3
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(4) The notice published under paragraph (3) must—

(a) state that the poll at the referendum is to be taken together with the poll at a relevant
election or referendum;

(b) specify the parliamentary constituency “*, local counting area, Assembly constituency,
voting area or, as the case may be, the relevant local authority and, in the case of an election
to fill a casual vacancy, the electoral area for which the relevant election or referendum
is held; and

(c) where any of the polls are to be taken together in part of the electoral area or voting area
only, specify that part.

Marginal Citations
M3  For the meaning of “parliamentary constituency”, see section 1 of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act
1986 (c. 56).

Postal ballot papers

13.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must, in accordance with regulations made
under the 1983 Act ™, issue to those entitled to vote by post a ballot paper and a postal voting
statement in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to like effect, together with such
envelopes for their return as may be prescribed by such regulations.

(2) The relevant returning or counting officer must also issue to those entitled to vote by post
such information as he or she thinks appropriate about how to obtain—

(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to or guidance for voters
and proxies sent with the ballot paper;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The postal voting statement must include provision for the form to be signed and for stating
the date of birth of the voter or proxy.

(4) In the case of a ballot paper issued to a person at an address in the United Kingdom, the
relevant returning or counting officer must ensure that the return of the ballot paper and postal voting
statement is free of charge to the voter or proxy.

(5) Inparagraphs (1), (2) and (4) for “relevant returning or counting officer” substitute “ counting
officer ” where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the referendum are not
taken together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections or referendums.

Marginal Citations
M4  See the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended
by SI 2002/1871, 2006/752 and SI 2006/2910.

Provision of polling stations

14.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide a sufficient number of polling
stations and, subject to the following provisions of this rule, must allot the voters to the polling
stations in such manner as he or she thinks most convenient.
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(2) The polling stations are the polling places or polling stations (as the case may be) designated
for the purposes of the election or referendum for which the relevant returning or counting officer
discharges functions which are not combined functions.

(3) Inparagraph (2) “combined functions” means functions under regulation 5 of the Combination
of Polls Regulations.

(4) One or more polling stations may be provided in the same room.

(5) The polling station allotted to voters from any parliamentary polling district wholly or partly
within the voting area must, in the absence of special circumstances, be in the parliamentary polling
place for that district.

(6) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide each polling station with such number
of compartments as may be necessary in which the voters and proxies can mark their votes screened
from observation.

Appointment of presiding officers and clerks

15.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must appoint and pay a presiding officer to
attend at each polling station and such clerks as may be necessary for the purposes of the referendum.

(2) The relevant returning or counting officer may, if he or she thinks fit, preside at a polling
station and the provisions of these Rules relating to a presiding officer shall apply to a relevant
returning or counting officer so presiding with the necessary modifications as to things to be done
by the relevant returning or counting officer to the presiding officer or by the presiding officer to
the relevant returning or counting officer.

(3) A presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him or her, any act (including
the asking of questions) which he or she is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a polling
station except order the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from the polling station.

Issue of official poll cards

16.—(1) The counting officer must as soon as practicable after the publication of the notice of
referendum send to each voter and proxy an official poll card.

(2) The official poll card must be sent or delivered—
(a) in the case of a voter, to his or her qualifying address; and
(b) in the case of a proxy, to his or her address as shown in the list of proxies.

(3) The official poll card must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to the like
effect, and must set out—

(a) the name of the council and of the voting area;

(b) the name of the voter and his or her qualifying address and number on the register;
(c) the date and hours of the poll and the situation of the voter's polling station;

(d) such other information as the counting officer thinks appropriate,

and different information may be provided in pursuance of sub-paragraph (d) to different voters or
to different descriptions of voter.

(4) In the case of a voter with an anonymous entry, instead of containing the matter mentioned
in paragraph (3)(b), the poll card must contain such matter as is specified in the appropriate form
in the Appendix.

(5) In this rule references to a voter—

(a) mean a person who is registered in the register of local government electors for the voting
area in question on the last day for the publication of notice of the referendum; and
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(b) include a person then shown in the register as below voting age if (but only if) it appears
from the register that he or she will be of voting age on the day fixed for the poll.

(6) If the counting officer and the returning or counting officer (as the case may be) for each
relevant election or referendum think fit, an official poll card issued under this rule may be combined
with the official poll card issued at every relevant election or referendum.

Equipment of polling stations

17.—(1) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide each presiding officer with such
number of ballot boxes and ballot papers as in the former officer's opinion may be necessary.

(2) The same ballot box may be used for the poll at the referendum and the poll at every relevant
election or referendum, if the relevant returning or counting officer thinks fit.

(3) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot papers can be put in it, but cannot
be withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked or, where the box has no lock, the seal being
broken.

(4) The relevant returning or counting officer must provide each polling station with—
(a) materials to enable voters and proxies to mark the ballot papers;

(b) copies of the register of electors for the voting area or such part of it as contains the names
of the voters allotted to the station;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the referendum corresponding to the register of
electors for the voting area or the part of it provided under sub-paragraph (b);

(d) alist, in the form M2 in the Appendix or a form to like effect, consisting of that part of the
list prepared under rule 8§ which contains the numbers (but not the other unique identifying
marks) corresponding to those on the ballot papers provided to the presiding officer of the
polling station.

(5) The reference in paragraph (4)(b) to the copies of the register of electors includes a reference

to copies of any notices issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act ™ in respect of
alterations to the register.

(6) The relevant returning or counting officer must also provide each polling station with—

(a) at least one large version of each ballot paper which must be printed on the same colour
paper as the corresponding ballot paper and displayed inside the polling station for the
assistance of voters and proxies who are partially sighted; and

(b) a device of such description as is set out in paragraph (11) for enabling voters and proxies
who are blind or partially sighted to vote without any need for assistance from the presiding
officer or any companion (within the meaning of rule 30(1)).

(7) Where notwithstanding paragraph (2) separate ballot boxes are to be used, each ballot box
must be clearly marked with—

(a) theelection or referendum to which it relates, as shown on the ballot papers for that election
or referendum; and

(b) the words “Place the [specify colour of ballot papers in question] ballot papers in here”.

(8) A notice in the form in the Appendix, giving directions for the guidance of voters and proxies
in voting, must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside and outside every polling
station.

(9) The relevant returning or counting officer may also provide copies of the notice mentioned
in paragraph (8) in Braille or translated into languages other than English as he or she considers
appropriate, provided that these notices are accurate reproductions in Braille or that other language
of that notice.
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[F'(10) In every compartment of every polling station there must be exhibited the notice—
“*PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([Specify colour] ballot paper)
Vote for ONLY ONE CANDIDATE by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice.
*EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([Specify colour] ballot paper)
Vote ONLY ONCE by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice.
*[Specify name of council] COUNCIL ELECTION
([Specify colour] ballot paper)

*[Vote for NO MORE THAN ... CANDIDATES by putting a cross [X] in the box next to EACH
of your choices].

*[Vote ONLY ONCE by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice].
*ELECTION OF THE MAYOR OF LONDON
([Specify colour] ballot paper)

#0On the ballot paper for the election of the Mayor, vote ONCE for your first choice and ONCE for
your second choice.

*ELECTION OF THE LONDON ASSEMBLY
#On the constituency members ballot paper [(specify colour)] vote for ONE candidate only.

#0On the London members ballot paper [(specify colour)] vote for ONE party or individual candidate
only.

*REFERENDUM ON COUNCIL TAX INCREASE FOR [specify name of local authority]
([Specify colour] ballot paper)

Vote ONLY ONCE by putting a cross [X] in the box next to your choice.

*[Specify other] ELECTION/REFERENDUM

([Specify colour] ballot paper)

*[Specify voting instructions in accordance with the legislation governing the election or
referendum).

PUT NO OTHER MARK ON THE BALLOT PAPER OR YOUR VOTE MAY NOT COUNT.

*[PLEASE DO NOT FOLD THE BALLOT PAPERS FOR [specify the election(s) and/or
referendum(s) at which the votes are to be counted electronically]. Post them, face downwards, in
the [*appropriate] ballot box.]

*Complete or omit as necessary.
#Alternatively, insert such information as the GLRO may decide.”.]
17.—(11) The device referred to in paragraph (6)(b) must—

(a) allow a ballot paper to be inserted into and removed from, or attached to and detached
from, the device easily and without damage to the paper;

(b) hold the ballot paper firmly in place during use; and
(c) provide suitable means for the voter or proxy to—
(1) identify the spaces on the ballot paper on which that person may mark his or her vote;

(i1) identify the registered party or individual candidate or answer to which each such
space refers; and

(ii1) mark his or her vote on the space he or she has chosen.
7
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F1  Sch. 5 rule 17(10) substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 11 (with reg.

1(4))

Marginal Citations
MS  Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the
People Act 2000 (c. 2) and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration
Act 2006 (c. 22).

Appointment of counting observers

18.—(1) The counting officer must appoint persons to observe the counting of the votes and the
verification of the ballot paper account (“counting observers”).

(2) Where the counting officer is not the relevant returning or counting officer, he or she must give
notice in writing of the appointments of counting observers to that officer as soon as is practicable
following the appointment.

(3) In the following provisions of these Rules references to counting observers shall be taken as
references to counting observers whose appointments have been duly made.

(4) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence of
the counting observers, the non-attendance of any such person at the time and place appointed for
the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or thing done.

Appointment of polling observers

19.—(1) The counting officer may appoint persons to attend at polling stations for the purpose
of detecting personation (“polling observers”).

(2) Where the counting officer is not the relevant returning or counting officer, he or she must
give notice in writing of the appointment to the relevant returning or counting officer.

(3) That notice must state the names and addresses of the persons appointed and must be given
not later than the fifth day (disregarding any day specified in rule 4) before the day of the poll.

(4) Not more than four polling observers or polling agents, or such greater number as the relevant
returning or counting officer may by notice allow, shall be permitted to attend at any particular
polling station and if the number of such polling observers or agents exceeds that number, the
relevant returning or counting officer must determine which polling observers or agents are permitted
to attend by lot and only the polling observers and agents on whom the lot falls shall be deemed to
have been duly appointed.

(5) In the following provisions of these Rules references to polling observers shall be taken as
references to polling observers whose appointments have been duly made.

(6) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence of
the polling observers, the non-attendance of any such person at the time and place appointed for the
purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or thing done.

Notification of requirement of secrecy in respect of polling stations

20.—["(1)] The relevant returning or counting officer must make such arrangements as he or she
thinks fit to ensure that every person attending at a polling station (otherwise than for the purpose
of voting or assisting a voter or proxy with disabilities to vote or as a constable on duty there) has
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/925/regulation/1/4
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/2
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been given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (6) of section 66 of the
1983 Act, as applied by Schedule 4.

[*(2) In this rule, a reference to a constable includes a person designated as a community support
officer under section 38 of the Police Reform Act 2002 (police powers for employees).]

F2  Sch. 5 rule 20(1): Sch. 5 rule 20 renumbered as Sch. 5 rule 20(1) (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1.
2014/925), regs. 1(3), 12 (with reg. 1(4))

F3  Sch. 5 rule 20(2) inserted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax
Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 12 (with reg. 1(4))

Notification of requirement of secrecy in respect of the count

21.—["™(1)] The counting officer must make such arrangements as he or she thinks fit to ensure
that every person attending at the counting of the votes (other than any constable on duty at the
counting) has been given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (2) and (6) of section 66
of the 1983 Act, as applied by Schedule 4.

[**(2) In this rule, a reference to a constable includes a person designated as a community support

officer under section 38 of the Police Reform Act 2002 (police powers for employees).]

F4  Sch. 5 rule 21(1): Sch. 5 rule 21 renumbered as Sch. 5 rule 21(1) (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1.
2014/925), regs. 1(3), 13 (with reg. 1(4))

F5  Sch. 5 art. 21(2) inserted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax
Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 13 (with reg. 1(4))

Return of postal ballot papers
22.—(1) Where—
(a) apostal vote has been returned in respect of a person who is entered on the postal voters
list; or
(b) a proxy postal vote has been returned in respect of a proxy who is entered on the proxy
postal voters list,
the relevant returning or counting officer must mark the list in the manner prescribed by regulations
made under the 1983 Act. M°

(2) In paragraph (1) for “relevant returning or counting officer” substitute “ counting officer ”
where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the referendum are not taken
together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections or referendums.

(3) Rule 38(7) does not apply for the purpose of determining whether, for the purposes of this
rule, a postal vote or a proxy postal vote is returned.

Marginal Citations
M6 See regulation 84A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I.
2001/341 as amended by S.1. 2006/2910.
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PART 5
The poll

Admission to the polling station

23.—(1) The presiding officer must exclude all persons from the polling station except—
(a) voters and proxies;
(b) persons under the age of 18 who accompany voters and proxies to the polling station;
(c) the polling observers appointed to attend at the polling station;
(d) the clerks appointed to attend at the polling station;

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 ™;

(f) the constables on duty;
(g) the companions of voters and proxies with disabilities; and

(h) persons entitled to be admitted to the polling station at a relevant election or referendum
with which the poll at the referendum is combined.

(2) The presiding officer must regulate the total number of voters and proxies and persons under
the age of 18 who accompany them to be admitted to the polling station at the same time.

(3) A constable or person employed by any returning or counting officer at any relevant election
or referendum must not be admitted to vote in person elsewhere than at his or her own polling station
allotted to him or her under these Rules, except on production and surrender of a certificate as to
his or her employment which must be in the form in the Appendix, or a form to the like effect, and
signed by an officer of police of or above the rank of inspector or by the returning or counting officer
by whom the person is employed, as the case may be.

(4) Any certificate surrendered under this rule must forthwith be cancelled.

[*%(5) In this rule, a reference to a constable includes a person designated as a community support
officer under section 38 of the Police Reform Act 2002 (police powers for employees).]

F6  Sch. 5 rule 23(5) inserted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax
Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 14 (with reg. 1(4))

Marginal Citations
M7 Sections 6A to 6F of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by
section 29 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).

Keeping of order in station

24.—(1) It is the presiding officer's duty to keep order at his or her polling station.

(2) If a person misconducts himself or herself in a polling station, or fails to obey the presiding
officer's lawful orders, that person may immediately, by the presiding officer's order, be removed
from the polling station—

(a) by a constable in or near that station; or

(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the relevant returning or counting officer to
remove him or her,

and the person so removed shall not, without the presiding officer's permission, again enter the
polling station during the day.
10
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(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the polling station of an
offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this rule must not be exercised so as to prevent a voter or proxy who
is otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

Sealing of ballot boxes

25. Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer must show the ballot
box empty to such persons, if any, as are present in the polling station, so that they may see that it is
empty, and must then lock it up, if it has a lock and (in any case) place his or her seal on it in such a
manner as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal and must place it in his or her view
for the receipt of ballot papers, and keep it so locked and sealed or sealed (as the case may be).

Questions to be put to voters and proxies
26.—(1) At the time of the application for a ballot paper (but not afterwards), the questions
specified in the second column of the following Table—

(a) may be put by the presiding officer to a person applying for a ballot paper who is mentioned
in the first column; and

(b) must be put if the letter “R” appears after the question and a polling observer requires the
question to be put:

0 No Person applying for ballot Question
paper
1 A person applying as a voter  (a)—Are you the person

registered in the register of
local government electors for
this voting area as follows?

(read the whole entry from the
register [R])

(b)—Have you already voted
here or elsewhere at this
referendum, otherwise than as
proxy for some other person?
[R]

2 A person applying as proxy (a)—Are you the person whose
name appears as AB in the list
of proxies for this voting area
as entitled to vote as proxy on
behalf of CD? [R]

(b)—Have you already voted
here or -elsewhere at this
referendum as proxy on behalf
of CD? [R]

(c)—Are you the spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent,
brother, sister, child or
grandchild of CD? [R]

11
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3 A person applying as proxy (a)—Are you the person
for a voter with an anonymous entitled to vote as proxy on
entry (instead of the questions behalf of the voter whose
at entry 2) number on the register of

electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

(b)—Have you already voted
here or elsewhere as proxy
on behalf of the voter whose
number on the register of
electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

(c)—Are you the spouse, civil
partner, parent, grandparent,
brother, sister, child or
grandchild of the person whose
number on the register of
electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

A person applying as proxy
if the question at entry 2(c)
or 3(c) is not answered in the
affirmative

A person applying as a voter
in relation to whom there is an

Have you already voted at
this referendum on behalf of
two persons of whom you are
not the spouse, civil partner,
parent, grandparent, brother,
sister, child or grandchild? [R]

(a)—Did you apply to vote by
post?

entry in the postal voters list

(b)—Why have you not voted
by post?

(a)—Did you apply to vote by
post as proxy?

6 A person applying as proxy
who is named in the proxy
postal voters list

(b)—Why have you not voted
by post as proxy?

(2) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B) or
(3D) of the 1983 Act, the references in the questions at entries 1(a) and 3(a), (b) and (c) to reading
from the register shall be taken as references to reading from the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act.

(3) A ballot paper must not be delivered to any person required to answer any of the above
questions unless that person has answered each question satisfactorily.

(4) Except as authorised by this rule, no inquiry shall be permitted as to the right of any person
to vote.

Challenge of voter or proxy

27. A person must not be prevented from voting by reason only that—

12
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(a) any polling observer permitted to be present in accordance with rule 23(1) declares that
he or she has reasonable cause to believe that the person has committed an offence of
personation; or

(b) the person is arrested on the grounds that he or she is suspected of committing or of being
about to commit such an offence.

Voting procedure

28.—(1) A ballot paper must be delivered to a voter or proxy who applies for one, and
immediately before delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the voter as stated in the copy of
the register of electors must be called out;

(b) the number of the voter as stated in the register must be marked on the list mentioned in
rule 17(4)(d) beside the number of the ballot paper to be issued to him or her;

(c) a mark must be placed in the copy of the register of electors against the number of the
voter to note that a ballot paper has been received but without showing the particular ballot
paper which has been received; and

(d) in the case of a person applying for a ballot paper as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against his or her name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of a voter who has an anonymous entry, that person must show the presiding
officer his or her official poll card and only his or her number shall be called out in pursuance of

paragraph (1)(a).
(3) In the case of a voter or proxy who is added to the register in pursuance of a notice issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act, ™ paragraph (1) is modified as follows—

(a) in sub-paragraph (a), for “copy of the register of electors” substitute “ copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act ”;

(b) in sub-paragraph (b), for “in the register” substitute “ on the copy of the notice issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act ”;

(c) in sub-paragraph (c), for “in the copy of the register of electors” substitute “ on the copy
of the notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act ™.

(4) The voter or proxy, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith proceed into one of the
compartments in the polling station and there secretly mark his or her paper and fold it up so as to
conceal his or her vote, and must then show to the presiding officer the back of the paper, so as to
disclose the number and other unique identifying mark, and put the ballot paper so folded up into
the ballot box in the presiding officer's presence.

(5) The voter or proxy must vote without undue delay, and must leave the polling station as soon
as he or she has put his or her ballot paper into the ballot box.

[(5A) A voter or proxy who at the close of the poll is in the polling station, or in a queue outside
the polling station, for the purpose of voting shall (despite the close of the poll) be entitled to apply
for a ballot paper under paragraph (1); and these rules apply in relation to such a voter or proxy
accordingly.]

(6) The same copy of the register of electors which is used under paragraph (1) for the referendum
or, where paragraph (3) applies, the same copy of the notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act, may be used for each relevant election or referendum, and—

(a) one mark may be placed in that copy of the register or on that notice under paragraph (1)
(c) or in the list of proxies under paragraph (1)(d) to denote that a ballot paper has been
issued in respect of each election or referendum; but

13
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(b) where a ballot paper has not been issued in respect of a relevant election or referendum,
a different mark must be placed in the copy of that register or, as the case may be, on that
notice or in that list so as to identify each election or referendum in respect of which a
ballot paper was issued.

F7  Sch. 5rule 28(5A) inserted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax
Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 15 (with reg. 1(4))

Marginal Citations
M8  Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the
People Act 2000 (c. 2) and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c. 22).
Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration
Act 2006 (c. 22).

Votes marked by presiding officer
29.—(1) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter or proxy—

(a) who is incapacitated by blindness or other disability from voting in the manner directed
by these Rules; or

(b) who declares orally that he or she is unable to read,

must, in the presence of the polling observers (if any), cause that person's vote to be marked on a
ballot paper in the manner directed by that person, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.

(2) The name and number on the register of electors of every person whose vote is marked in
pursuance of this rule, and the reason why it is so marked, must be entered on a list (in these Rules
called “the list of votes marked by the presiding officer”).

(3) In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be entered together with the
proxy's name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(4) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (2) applies as if for “on the register of electors of every person”
there were substituted “ relating to every person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act .

(5) The same list may be used for the referendum and each relevant election or referendum and,
where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the ballot papers were so marked in
respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum at which
the ballot paper was so marked.

Voting by persons with disabilities

30.—(1) If a voter or proxy makes an application to the presiding officer to be allowed, on the
ground of—

(a) blindness or other disability; or
(b) inability to read,

to vote with the assistance of another person by whom he or she is accompanied (in these Rules
referred to as “the companion”), the presiding officer must require the voter or proxy to declare,
orally or in writing, whether he or she is so incapacitated by his or her blindness or other disability,
or by his or her inability to read, as to be unable to vote without assistance.

(2) If the presiding officer—

(a) is satisfied that the voter or proxy is so incapacitated, and

14
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(b) is also satisfied by a written declaration made by the companion (in these Rules referred
to as “the declaration made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities”) that
the companion—

(1) is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule; and

(i1) has not previously assisted more than one voter or proxy with disabilities to vote at
the referendum,

the presiding officer must grant the application, and then anything which is by these Rules required
to be done to or by that voter or proxy in connection with the giving of his or her vote may be done
to, or with the assistance of, the companion.

(3) For the purposes of these Rules, a person is a voter or proxy with disabilities if he or she has
made such a declaration as is mentioned in paragraph (1), and a person shall be qualified to assist
a voter or proxy with disabilities to vote if that person—

(a) is a person who is entitled to vote on his or her own behalf at the referendum; or

(b) is the father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, son or daughter of the voter or
proxy and has attained the age of 18 years.

(4) The name and number in the register of electors of every person whose vote is given in
accordance with this rule and the name and address of the companion must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as “the list of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by companions™).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be entered together with the proxy's
name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (4) applies as if for “in the register of electors of every person”
there were substituted “ relating to every person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act .

(6) The same list may be used for the referendum and each relevant election or referendum and,
where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the votes were so given in respect
of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum at which the vote
was so given.

(7) The declaration made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities—
(a) must be in the form in the Appendix;

(b) must be made before the presiding officer at the time when the voter or proxy applies to
vote with the assistance of a companion; and

(c) must forthwith be given to the presiding officer who must attest and retain it.

(8) No fee or other payment shall be charged in respect of the declaration.

Tendered ballot papers: circumstances where available

31.—(1) If a person, representing himself or herself to be—
(a) aparticular voter named on the register and not named in the absent voters list; or

(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for a voter and not entitled to
vote by post as proxy,

applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in person either as the voter or his or her
proxy, the applicant shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked
at the poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 32, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules
referred to as “a tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(2) Paragraph (4) applies if—

15
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(a) aperson applies for a ballot paper representing himself or herself to be a particular voter
named on the register;

(b) he or she is also named in the postal voters list; and
(c) he or she claims that he or she did not make an application to vote by post.
(3) Paragraph (4) also applies if—

(a) aperson applies for a ballot paper representing himself or herself to be a particular person
named as a proxy in the list of proxies;

(b) he or she is also named in the proxy postal voters list; and
(c) he or she claims that he or she did not make an application to vote by post as proxy.

(4) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 32, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(5) Paragraph (6) applies if, before the close of the poll but after the last time at which a person
may apply for a replacement postal ballot paper, a person represents himself or herself to be—

(a) aparticular voter named on the register who is also named in the postal voters list; or

(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies and who is also named in the
proxy postal voters list,

and claims that he or she has lost or has not received his or her postal ballot paper.

(6) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of rule 32, to mark a ballot paper (in these Rules referred
to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

Tendered ballot papers: general provisions

32.—(1) A tendered ballot paper must—
(a) be of a colour differing from that of the other ballot papers;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by
him or her with the name of the person who has marked a tendered ballot paper and that
person's number in the register of electors, and set aside in a separate packet.

(2) The name of the person who has marked a tendered ballot paper and his or her number in the
register of electors must be entered on a list (in these Rules referred to as the “tendered votes list”).

(3) The same list may be used for the referendum and each relevant election or referendum and,
where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that tendered ballot papers were
marked in respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum
at which a tendered ballot paper was marked.

(4) In the case of a person voting as proxy for a voter, the number to be endorsed or entered
together with the proxy's name shall be the number in the register of the voter.

(5) In the case of a voter who has an anonymous entry, this rule and rule 31 apply subject to the
following modifications—

(a) in paragraphs (1)(b) and (2) above, the references to the name of the person who has
marked a tendered ballot paper shall be ignored;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named on a register or list shall be construed as a
reference to a person whose number appears on the register or list (as the case may be).

(6) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, this rule and rule 31 shall apply as if—
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(a) in rule 31(1)(a), (2)(a) and (5)(a), for “named on the register” there were substituted * in
respect of whom a notice under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act has been issued ’;

(b) in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule, for “that person's number in the register of electors”
there were substituted “ the number relating to him or her on a notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act ”;

(c) in paragraph (2) of this rule, for “his or her number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “ the number relating to him or her on a notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act ™.

Spoilt ballot papers

33. A voter or proxy who has inadvertently dealt with his or her ballot paper in such manner that
it cannot be conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering it to the presiding officer and
proving to his or her satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another ballot paper in the place
of the ballot paper so delivered (in these Rules referred to as “a spoilt ballot paper”), and the spoilt
ballot paper must be immediately cancelled.

Correction of errors on day of poll

34.—(1) The presiding officer must keep a list of persons to whom ballot papers are delivered in
consequence of an alteration to the register made by virtue of section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983
Act which takes effect on the day of the poll.

(2) The same list may be used for each relevant election or referendum and, where it is so used,
an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that ballot papers were issued in respect of each election or
referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum for which a ballot paper was issued.

Adjournment of poll in case of riot

35.—(1) Where the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by riot or
open violence, the presiding officer must adjourn the proceedings till the following day and must
forthwith give notice to the relevant returning or counting officer.

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling station—

(a) the hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourned must be the same as for the original
day; and

(b) references in these Rules to the close of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

Procedure on close of poll

36.—(1) As soon as practicable after the close of the poll, the presiding officer must, in the
presence of the polling observers appointed for the purposes of the referendum and the polling
agents or observers appointed for the purposes of each relevant election or referendum, make up
into separate packets, sealed with his or her own seal and the seals of such polling observers and
agents as desire to affix their seals—

(a) each ballot box in use at the station, sealed so as to prevent the introduction of additional
ballot papers and unopened, but with the key, if any, attached;

(b) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together;
(c) the tendered ballot papers;

(d) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the list of proxies;
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(e) the lists prepared under rule 8 including the parts which were completed in accordance
with rule 28(1)(b) (together referred to in these Rules as “the completed corresponding
number lists”);

(f) the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll;

(g) the tendered votes list, the list of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by
companions, the list of votes marked by the presiding officer, a statement of the number
of voters and proxies whose votes are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads
“disability” and “unable to read”, the list maintained under rule 34 (correction of errors
on day of poll) and the declarations made by the companions of voters and proxies with
disabilities,

and must deliver the packets or cause them to be delivered to the relevant returning or counting
officer to be taken charge of by that person; but if the packets are not delivered by the presiding
officer personally to the relevant returning or counting officer, the arrangements for their delivery
shall require that officer's approval.

(2) The contents of the packets referred to in sub-paragraphs (b), (¢) and (f) of paragraph (1) must
not be combined with the contents of the packets made under the corresponding rule that applies
at any relevant election or referendum; nor shall the statement prepared under paragraph (4) be so
combined.

(3) The marked copies of the register of electors and of the list of proxies must be in one packet
but must not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates
as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(4) The packets must be accompanied by a statement (in these Rules referred to as “the ballot
paper account”) made by the presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him
or her, and accounting for them under the heads of ballot papers issued and not otherwise accounted
for, unused, spoilt and tendered ballot papers.

PART 6

Counting of votes

Attendance at counting of votes

37.—(1) Where the counting officer at the referendum is the relevant returning or counting
officer, he or she must—

(a) make arrangements for—

(i) discharging the functions under rule 38(1) and (5) (where applicable) in the presence
of the counting observers appointed for the purposes of the referendum and the
election agents and counting agents or observers appointed for the purpose of each
relevant election or referendum as soon as practicable after the close of the poll, and

(i1) thereafter counting the votes at the referendum in the presence of the counting
observers appointed for the purpose of that referendum; and

(b) give, to the counting observers appointed for the purposes of the referendum and the
election agents and counting agents or observers appointed for the purpose of each relevant
election or referendum, notice in writing of the time and place at which he or she will
begin to discharge the functions under rule 38(1) and (5) (where applicable).

(2) Where the counting officer at the referendum is not the relevant returning or counting officer,
he or she must—
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(a) make arrangements for counting the votes in the presence of the counting observers as
soon as practicable after the delivery of the ballot papers to him or her by the relevant
returning or counting officer; and

(b) give to the counting observers notice in writing of the time after which he or she will begin
to count the votes if by then he or she has received the ballot papers and of the place at
which that count will take place.

(3) No person other than—
(a) the counting officer and his or her clerks;
(b) the counting observers;

(c) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000;

(d) the Chief Counting Officer,
may be present at the counting of the votes, unless permitted by the counting officer to attend.

(4) No person other than a person entitled to be present at the counting of the votes at the
referendum under paragraphs (5) to (16) of rule 38 or at a relevant election or referendum may be
present at the proceedings under rule 38(1) unless permitted by the relevant returning or counting
officer to attend.

(5) A person not entitled to attend at—
(a) the proceedings under rule 38(1); or
(b) the counting of the votes,

must not be permitted to do so by, respectively, the relevant returning or counting officer or the
counting officer unless he or she is satisfied that the efficient separation of the ballot papers or, as
the case may be, the efficient counting of the votes will not be impeded.

(6) The—

(a) relevant returning or counting officer, in respect of proceedings under rule 38(1) and (5);
and

(b) counting officer, in respect of the counting of votes,

must give the counting observers all such reasonable facilities for overseeing the proceedings, and
all such information with respect to them, as he or she can give them consistently with the orderly
conduct of the proceedings and the discharge of his or her duties in connection with them.

(7) In particular, where the votes are counted by sorting the ballot papers according to the answer
for which the vote is given and then counting the number of ballot papers for each answer, the
counting observers shall be entitled to satisfy themselves that the ballot papers are correctly sorted.

The count

38.—(1) Subject to paragraph (4), where the counting officer at the referendum is the relevant
returning or counting officer, he or she must—

(a) in the presence of the counting observers appointed for the purposes of the poll at the
referendum and the election agents and counting agents or observers appointed for the
purposes of the poll at each relevant election or referendum, open each ballot box and
record separately the number of ballot papers used in each election;

(b) in the presence of the counting observers appointed for the purposes of the poll at the
referendum, and the election agents and counting agents or observers appointed for the
purposes of each relevant election or referendum verify each ballot paper account;
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count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record separately the
number counted at the referendum and each relevant election or referendum;

separate the ballot papers relating to the referendum from the ballot papers relating to each
relevant election or referendum;

make up into packets the ballot papers for each relevant election or referendum and seal
them up in separate containers endorsing on each a description of the area to which the
ballot papers relate;

deliver or cause to be delivered to the returning or counting officer for the relevant election
or referendum to which the ballot papers relate—

(1) those containers, together with a list of them and of the contents of each; and

(i) the ballot paper accounts together with a copy of the statement as to the result of
their verification in respect of that election; and

at the same time deliver or cause to be delivered to that officer packets that so relate
containing—

(1) the unused and spoilt ballot papers,
(i1) the tendered ballot papers, and
(iii) the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(2) Where separate ballot boxes are used, no vote for any candidate or answer shall be rendered
invalid by the ballot paper being placed in the ballot box intended for use at any relevant election
or referendum.

(3) After completion of the proceedings under paragraph (1), the counting officer must mix
together all of the ballot papers used at the referendum and count the votes given on them.

(4) Where the relevant counting officer at a referendum is also the counting officer for another
referendum, sub-paragraphs (e), (f) and (g) of paragraph (1) and paragraph (2) above shall not apply
and paragraph (5) shall apply instead.

(5) The relevant counting officer must, in relation to the referendum and each of the other
referendums—

(@)
(b)

(©

take proper precautions to ensure the ballot papers for the referendum and each of the other
referendums are kept separately;

mix together all of the ballot papers used at the referendum and count the votes given on
them; and

mix together all of the ballot papers used at the other referendum and count the votes given
on them.

(6) Where the counting officer at the referendum is not the relevant returning or counting officer,
he or she must—

(@

(b)

(©

on receipt of containers from the relevant returning or counting officer, and after the time
specified in the notice given under rule 37(2)(b), in the presence of the counting observers
open each container;

where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers are not taken together
with such proceedings at a relevant election or referendum under regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 ™, or under that
regulation as applied by these Regulations or by regulations made under sections 44 and
105 of the Local Government Act 2000, count such of the postal ballot papers as have
been duly returned and record the number counted; and

mix together the postal ballot papers and the ballot papers from all of the containers and
count the votes given on them,
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and paragraph (13) shall not apply to these proceedings.
(7) A postal ballot paper must not be taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) it is returned in the manner set out in paragraph (8) and reaches the relevant returning
or counting officer or any polling station in the appropriate electoral area (as defined in
paragraph (9)) before the close of the poll;

(b) the postal voting statement, duly signed, is also returned in the manner set out in
paragraph (8) and reaches the counting officer or such a polling station before that time;

(c) the postal voting statement also states the date of birth of the voter or proxy; and

(d) in a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of a voter or proxy have
been prescribed by regulations made under the 1983 Act ™", the relevant returning or
counting officer (having taken such steps) verifies that date of birth and that signature.

["(7A) A postal ballot paper or postal voting statement that reaches the relevant returning or
counting officer or a polling station on or after the close of the poll is treated for the purposes of
paragraph (7) as reaching that officer or polling station before the close of the poll if it is delivered
by a person who, at the close of the poll, is in the polling station, or in a queue outside the polling
station, for the purpose of returning it.]

(8) The manner in which any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may be returned—
(a) to the relevant returning or counting officer, is by hand or by post;
(b) to apolling station, is by hand.

(9) The appropriate electoral area in respect of any voter or proxy shall be—

(a) the area which is common to the parliamentary constituency ™", electoral area, local
counting area, local authority area or voting area (as the case may be) in which the polls
at the referendum and any relevant election or referendum are being taken together; and

(b) in respect of which polls the voter or proxy has been issued with a postal ballot paper.

(10) In paragraphs (7)(a) and (d) and (8)(a) for “relevant returning or counting officer” substitute
counting officer ” where proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers at the referendum
are not taken together with such proceedings at one or more relevant elections or referendums.

(11) The counting officer must not count any tendered ballot papers.
(12) The—
(a) relevant returning or counting officer, in respect of the proceedings under paragraph (1)
or (5) (where applicable); and
(b) the counting officer, while counting the votes,

must keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards and take all proper precautions for preventing
any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks printed on the back of the
papers.

(13) The relevant returning or counting officer must verify each ballot paper account by
comparing it with the number of ballot papers recorded by him or her, and the unused and spoilt
ballot papers in his or her possession and the tendered votes list (opening and resealing the packets
containing the unused and spoilt ballot papers and the tendered votes list) and must draw up a
statement as to the result of the verification, which any counting observer may copy.

(14) Where rules 42 and 43 apply, as soon as is practicable after the counting officer has drawn
up the statement as to the result of the verification, he or she must inform the Chief Counting Officer
of its contents.

(15) The—
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(a) relevant returning or counting officer, in respect of the proceedings under paragraph (1)
and (5) (where applicable), and

(b) counting officer, in respect of the counting of the votes,

must so far as practicable proceed continuously, allowing only time for refreshment, except that they
may exclude the hours between 7 in the evening and 9 on the following morning.

(16) During the time so excluded the relevant returning or counting officer or counting officer
(as the case may be) must—

(a) place the ballot papers and other documents relating to the referendum under his or her
own seal and the seals of such of the counting observers as desire to affix their seals; and

(b) otherwise take proper precautions for the security of the papers and documents.

F8  Sch.5rule 38(7A) inserted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council Tax
Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 16 (with reg. 1(4))

Marginal Citations
M9 S.I.2001/341.
M10 See Regulations 85 and 85A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001
(S.1. 2001/341), which were inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.
M11 For the meaning of “parliamentary constituency”, see section 1 of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act
1986 (c. 56).

Rejected ballot papers
39.—(1) Any ballot paper—
(a) which does not bear the official mark; or
(b) on which votes are given for more than one answer; or

(c) on which anything is written or marked by which the voter or proxy can be identified
except the printed number on the back and other unique identifying mark; or

(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty,
shall, subject to paragraph (2), be void and not counted.
(2) A ballot paper on which the vote is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place; or
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross; or

(c) by more than one mark,

shall not for such reason be deemed to be void if an intention that the vote shall be for one or the
other of the answers clearly appears, and the way the paper is marked does not itself identify the
voter or proxy and it is not shown that he or she can be identified by it.

(3) The counting officer must endorse the word “rejected” on any ballot paper which under this
rule is not to be counted, and must add to the endorsement the words “rejection objected to” if any
objection is made by a counting observer to the counting officer's decision.

(4) Subject to paragraph (5) below, the counting officer must draw up a statement showing the
number of ballot papers rejected under the several heads of—

(a) want of official mark;
(b) voting for more than one answer;

(c) writing or mark by which the voter or proxy could be identified;
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(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty.

(5) Where rules 42 and 43 apply, the statement referred to in paragraph (4) above is to be a
provisional statement and as soon as practicable after the completion of that statement, the counting
officer shall inform the Chief Counting Officer of its contents.

Decisions on ballot papers

40.—(1) The decision of the counting officer on any question arising in respect of a ballot paper
shall be final, but shall be subject to review on a referendum petition.

PART 7

Final Proceedings and Miscellaneous

Declaration of result

41. Subject to rules 42 and 43, when the result of the poll has been ascertained, the counting
officer must forthwith—

(a) declare the result of the referendum;

(b) inform the authority in respect of which the referendum was held of the result of the
referendum;

(c) give public notice of—
(1) the result of the referendum;
(i1) the number of ballot papers counted,;
(iii) the total number of votes cast for each answer; and

(iv) the number of rejected ballot papers under each head shown in the statement of
rejected ballot papers.

Chief Counting Officer's re-count

42.—(1) This rule and rule 43 applies where two or more referendums are held in respect of a
precepting authority's relevant basic amount of council tax for the financial year.

(2) Assoon as practicable after the conclusion of the count (which includes any re-count whether
or not directed under this rule), the counting officer must draw up a provisional statement showing—

(a) the number of ballot papers counted by him or her; and
(b) the number of votes cast in favour of each answer to the question asked in the referendum.

(3) As soon as possible after completion of the provisional statement, the counting officer must
inform the Chief Counting Officer of its contents.

(4) Once the Chief Counting Officer has received the report of any counting officer on the
contents of his or her provisional statement prepared under paragraph (2) and under rule 39(4), the
Chief Counting Officer may direct the counting officer to re-count (or further re-count) the votes.

(5) A re-count directed by the Chief Counting Officer under paragraph (4) may be of the votes
in all the voting areas, or in such of the voting areas as he or she considers reasonable.

(6) A counting officer must proceed with a re-count as soon as practicable after receipt of
the Chief Counting Officer's direction, and if not proceeding forthwith shall notify those counting
observers entitled to be present at the re-count of the time and place at which he or she will begin
to re-count the votes.
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Counting officer's statement and declaration of result

43.—(1) When the Chief Counting Officer has determined not to direct that any re-count (or
further re-count) must take place, he or she must direct the counting officers to draw up a final
statement of the matters referred to in rule 42(2) and to provide final versions of their statements
of rejected ballot papers.

(2) The counting officer, having drawn up the final statement, must—
(a) forthwith inform the Chief Counting Officer of its contents; and

(b) as soon as reasonably practicable give the Chief Counting Officer notice of the number
of rejected ballot papers under each head shown in the final statement of rejected ballot
papers.

(3) When authorised by the Chief Counting Officer to do so, the counting officer must—

(a) make a declaration of the matters referred to in the final statement; and

(b) give public notice of those matters together with the number of rejected ballot papers under
each head shown in the final statement of rejected ballot papers.

(4) The Chief Counting Officer, having received notification of each of the counting officers'
final statement referred to in paragraph (1) must—

(a) draw up a statement of—
(i) the total number of ballot papers counted, and
(i1) the total number of votes cast in favour of each answer to the question asked,

in respect of all the referendums which relate to the precepting authority's relevant basic
amount of council tax for the financial year;

(b) forthwith make a declaration of the matters referred to in subparagraph (a); and

(c) as soon as reasonably practicable give public notice of those matters together with the
number of rejected ballot papers under each head shown in the statements of rejected ballot
papers.

Sealing up of ballot papers

44.—(1) On the completion of the counting at a referendum, the counting officer must seal up
in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers.

(2) The counting officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered ballot papers; or
(b) certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(3) The relevant returning or counting officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) the completed corresponding number lists; or

(b) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.

Delivery of documents to relevant registration officer

45.—(1) Where the counting officer is the relevant returning or counting officer, he or she must
then forward to the relevant registration officer the following documents—

(a) the packets of ballot papers in the counting officer's possession;

(b) the ballot paper accounts and the statements of rejected ballot papers and of the result of
the verification of the ballot paper accounts;
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(c) the tendered votes lists, the lists of voters and proxies with disabilities assisted by
companions, the lists of votes marked by the presiding officer and the related statements,
the lists maintained under rule 34, and the declarations made by the companions of voters
and proxies with disabilities;

(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists;
(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll; and

(f) the packets containing marked copies of registers (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal voters list, of the
lists of proxies and of the proxy postal voters list,

endorsing on each packet a description of its contents, the date of the referendum to which they relate
and the name of the relevant billing authority.

(2) Where the counting officer at the referendum is not the relevant returning or counting officer,
paragraph (1) has effect as if sub-paragraphs (c), (d) and (f) were omitted.

(3) In this rule and in rules 46 and 47 references to the relevant registration officer are to—
(a) the registration officer of the relevant billing authority;

(b) if the electoral area of the relevant election or referendum comprises any part of the area
of more than one local authority, the registration officer of the local authority in whose
area the greater or greatest (as the case may be) number of electors is registered,

and for these purposes “local authority” does not include the Greater London Authority.

Orders for production of documents

46.—(1) An order—

(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected ballot papers in the custody of the relevant
registration officer; or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any
counted ballot papers in the relevant registration officer's custody,

may be made by a county court, if the court is satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required
for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of a referendum petition.

(2) An order for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any counted
ballot papers in the custody of the relevant registration officer may be made by an election court.

(3) An order under this rule may be made subject to such conditions as to—
(a) persons;,
(b) time;
(c) place and mode of inspection;
(d) production or opening,
as the court making the order may think expedient.

(4) In making and carrying into effect an order for the opening of a packet of the completed
corresponding number lists or certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for
the inspection of counted ballot papers, care must be taken that the way in which the vote of any
particular person has been given shall not be disclosed until it has been proved—

(a) that that person's vote was given; and

(b) that the vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
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(5) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of a county court under this rule.

(6) Any power given under this rule to a county court may be exercised by any judge of the court
otherwise than in open court.

(7) Where an order is made for the production by the relevant registration officer of any document
in his or her possession relating to any specified referendum—

(a) the production by the relevant registration officer or his or her agent of the document
ordered in such manner as may be directed by that order shall be conclusive evidence that
the document relates to the specified referendum; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of ballot papers so produced shall be prima facie evidence
that the ballot papers are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(8) The production from proper custody of—
(a) a ballot paper purporting to have been used at any referendum, and

(b) acompleted corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the number
of the ballot paper,

shall be prima facie evidence that the person whose vote was given by that ballot paper was the
person whose entry in the register of electors or on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act at the time of the referendum contained the same number as the number written as
mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of this paragraph.

(9) Save as by this rule provided, no person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected or counted
ballot papers in the possession of the relevant registration officer or open any sealed packets of the
completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of
the poll.

Retention of documents

47. The relevant registration officer must retain for one year all documents relating to a
referendum forwarded to him or her in pursuance of these Rules by the relevant returning or counting
officer and the counting officer and then, unless otherwise directed by an order of a county court,
the Crown Court, a magistrates' court or an election court, must cause them to be destroyed.

Countermand or abandonment of poll at election on death of candidate

48. Where at a contested election the notice of poll is countermanded, or the polling is abandoned,
due to the death of a candidate, the polling at the referendum shall not be affected.

PART 8
Appendix of Forms

Note:—The forms contained in this Appendix may be adapted so far as circumstances require.

Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in Schedule 1

Corresponding Number List M1

Corresponding Number List M2
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Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use where there is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers)

Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use when a referendum poll is combined with another poll but
the postal ballot papers are not combined)

Official Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting in person)

Official Postal Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)

Official Proxy Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)

Official Proxy Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)

Form of directions for the guidance of the voters and proxies in voting

Form of Certificate of Employment

Form of declaration to be made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities

["’Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in Schedule 1

F9  Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (26.2.2013) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2013 (S.1. 2013/409), regs. 1(1), 3, Sch. 2
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Form of Ballot Paper: Question in referendum as specified in
Schedule 1

Front of ballot paper

Part of the council tax in your area goes to

For the financial year beginning on 1st April has
set an increase of in the amount it charges.

If most voters choose 'yes’, the increase will be .

If most voters choose ‘'no’, the increase will be instead.

Doyouwant _____ toincrease the amount it charges by 7

Vote only once by marking & crass (X) in the box next to your choice

Yes

Mo

Back of ballot paper

Ballat Paper Mumber
Other Linique Identifying Mark

Council referendum on [isert dete] frcnimie of veliig areal ..
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Corresponding Number List-M1
(to be used when a referendum Is combined with another election or
referendum)

Date of Poll.
Ballot Paper Number | Unique Identifying Mark | Number on electoral
Identify the number Identify the mark for each | (to be completed only in
issued for baliot paper respect of baliot papers
referendum/election issued lo postal volers
and proxies voling by

post)
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Corresponding Number List - M2
(to be used in polling stations when referendum
is combined with another election or referendum)

Voting Area:
ateol Polli  sussisssmmanions s
Polling Station:

Sheet No:

marmsrarEEEEEEE

Ballot Paper Number Number on electoral register
Identify the number issued for
referendumielection
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[F’Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use when
there is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot papers)

F10 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council

Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(a)(i), Sch.
3 (with reg. 1(4))
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Postal voti I‘Ig statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for

[insert name of authority]

[Relevant Returning or Counting Officer to insert title(s) of other elections and
referendums as approprialie]

Date of [election(s) and] referendum(s) [day] [date] [month]
[year]

Important - you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot papers for them to be
counted.

Please read the instructions carefully and use a black pen.

* Mame Eallot paper numbears

* Relevant Returning or Counting Cfficer to insert name but omit where sent
o an anohymous voter

(!} Check that the numbers on the backs of your ballot papers match the
numbers shown above. If they do not mateh, call us immediately on
(insert helpling number).

I am the person the ballot papers numbered above were
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Manth Year

* My Signature is:

{You must sign
inside the box)

* Refevant Refurning or
Counting Officer to omit box
where the voler has been
granted a waiver

We will check this information against our records for security.

It is an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence to
vote more than once at the same [election or] referendum (unless you
are appointed as a proxy).

Relavant Returning or Counfing Cificer to add pictonal guidance as appropnate
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¢ Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on finsert helpline number]

» For your voles to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting statement with all your
ballot papers (listed balow).

# Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es] on this postal voting
statement.
*Refevant Refurming or Counting Officer to delete where vater iz granted & waiver,

* UK Parliamentary election ({inserf colour] ballot paper)

» [Wote for only one candidate by putting a cross [2 in the box next to your choice. ]
* European Parliamentary election ([insert colour] ballot paper)

= [Vote only once by putting a cross B in the box next to your chaice. ]
* [Local government election)[ParishiTown council election] ([insert colowr] ballat paper)

& [Vote for enly one candidate by putting a cross [ in the box next to your chobee.]

& [vote for no mone than ___ candidates by pulting 2 cross B in the box next te each of your cheices. ]
* London Assembly constituency members election ([insert colour] ballot paper)

# [Vote for only one candidate by putting a cross [E in the box next to your choice.]
Lendon Assembly London members election ([imsert colour] ballot paper)

# [Vote only once by putting a cross [ in the box next to your chaice )
* London Mayoral election ([insert colour] ballot paper)

» [\Wote for only one candidate by putting a cross [ in the box next fo your chaice.]

» [Wote by putting a cross [# in the box

In calumn 1 next to your first choice candidate
In calumn 2 next to your second choice candidate
“four first and second choices should be differant.)

* Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert name of authority] ([insert colour] ballot paper)

* \ote only once by putting a cross ¥ in the box next to your choice.

* [Speciiy other] election/referendum (finsert colour] ballot paper)
& [Specif)y voling instruciions in accardance with the legisiation governing the election or referendum.]

* Redgvant Returming or Counting Officer fo addiamend as appropriate.

{1} Do not mark the ballot papers in any other way or your votes may not count.

{1} Ve must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. If you miss the post, you can hand it in
at our offica or at any polling station in the area bafare 10pm on [day] [date of poll].

(1) After receiving this postal wote, wou cannot vote in parson at a polling station in [this] [these]
[election{s) and] referendurms).

€ Getting help

& I you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know of get independent help by calling the
helpline on finsert helpline numberj. The person helping you must not tell anyone how you voted.

# Please call the helpline if you require copies of this form or guidance in Braille or languages other
than English.

» [ you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot papers or this statement, you can get a replacement. Call
us immediately as we can only issue a replacement before pm on [day] [date] [month]. If
you apply after Spmn on [day before poll] we can only issue a replacement i you retum this ballot pack by
hand.

Electoral fraud is a crime, It is an offence to vote moere than once at the same [election or]
referendum (unless you are voting on your own behall and as a proxy for anather person).

The [Counting / Returning] Cfficer issued this staternent.
Relevant Returming or Counting Oficer fo add ploforial guidance as appropriate,
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[F"' Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use when a referendum poll is
combined with another poll but the postal ballot papers are not combined)

F11 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(a)(ii),
Sch. 3 (with reg. 1(4))
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Postal voting statement [Space for barcode]

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert name of

authority]
Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [year]

Important - you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your completed ballot paper for it to be
counted.

Please read the instructions earefully and use a black pen.

* Mame Ballet paper number

* Counting Qifficer to insert name but omit where sant to an anonymous
voter

(1) Check that the number on the back of your ballot paper matches the
number shown above. | these do not match, call us immediately on
(insert helpling number).

| am the person the ballot paper numbered above was
sent to.

My Date of Birth is:

Day Manth Year

* My Signature is:
(You must sign
inside the box)

* Counting Officer to amit
box where the voter has
been granfed a waiver

We will check this information against our records for security.

It iz an offence to vote using a ballot paper that was not sent for your
use or interfere with another voter's ballot paper. It is an offence

to vote more than once at the same referendum (unless you are
appointed as a proxy).

Counting Officer fo add pictarial guidance as appropriate.
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¢) Instructions for voting by post

Please read through carefully. If you need help, please call us on
[insert helpline number]

» For your vote to be counted, you must fill in and return this postal voting
statement with your ballot paper for the Referendum on the Council Tax
increase for [insert name of authority]

» Make sure you have filled in the date of birth *[and signature] box[es]
on this postal voting statement.

*Counting Officer to delete where voler is granted a waiver.

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert name of authority]
{linsert colour] ballot paper)
» ‘Jote only once by putting a cross [E in the box next to your choice.
e Do not mark the ballot paper in any other way or your vote may not count.
» We must get your postal vote by 10pm on [day] [date of poll]. If you miss
the post, you can hand it in at our office or at any polling station used for
the referendum before 10pm on [day] [date of poll]
» After receiving this postal vote, you cannot vote in person at a polling
station in this referendurm.

¢ Getting help

& If you need help to vote, you can ask someone you know or get independent
help by calling the helpline on [insert helpline number]. The person helping
you must not tell anyone how you voted.

& Please call the helpling if you require copies of this form or guidance in
Braille or languages other than English.

¢ If you make a mistake, or lose your postal ballot paper or this statement, you can
get a replacement. Call us immediately as we can only issue a replacement
before Spm on [day] [date] [month]. If you apply after 5pm on [day before
polllwe can only issue a replacemeant if you return this ballot pack by hand.

Electoral fraud is a crime. It is an offence to vote more than once at the
same referendum (unless you are voting on your own behalf and as a
proxy for another person).

The Counting Officer issued this statement.
Counting Officer to add pictorial guidance as appropriale.
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[ Official Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting in person)
Front of card

F12 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(b)(i), Sch.

1 (with reg. 1(4))

Poll card : -
Referendum on the Council Tax increase for * [Vidar's name and qualifping adidness ostals
[insert name of authority] herg]

* Caunling OMear to omi whane pall cand serl fa
an snomymous voler. Poll cand to 8n anonymous
vodar must be delfverad in & sealed envalone

Number on register:

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [vear]
** [iou donet naad Lo take this cand with you
in order o wala.]
| o ) = [You must hiave this card with you, You
o cannot vole without it.]
** If anonpmaus voler omit the words in the

Palling d
0 day first set of brackels,  nof omil the words in
the second sef of brackets

‘aling hours

Your polling [tnzert helplime amd other detalls including
webhsite].

slation will ba

Please turn over
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Back of card

This space for map or other inbrmafion such as melpine and
wahsle Jalais

It 15 an affance toc

& vole mane than onee al the same referendum, unkess you ae
waling on your awn behall and as a proxy for another person

= wole A8 & prowy at the same referendum 1or more han two
peapie, unkass you ang thalr spouse, el partnar, parent
grandparerd, bralber, sisler;, chikd or grardchild

» wiile a8 & proedy far someana I you knaw (hat by lew hey are nat
allowad 1o vale

¥ if you need any help or to find out if your polling

station is accessible, please contact us.
[Couwnting Officer o 5dd confact dafails nciuding wabsita
i appropnate)

If you are away or cannat go to the polling station
an [day] fdate af ped] you can do one of the
follcraing:

= Apply 10 vobe by post. Compleled applications must
regsh v before Spm on [dayf [dare of deadline].
It you ane gven a posisl vode, wou will nof ba able
to vale in parsen & this relerendum

OR

& Apply o vobe by prosy (lhis means sameons dse
£an vole on your behal). Completsd applications
must reach us before 5pm on [day] fdare of
deadline]. If you appail a prooy, you can wole 1
wou 'wish, bul anly I your pioxy has nol alreddy
vated on your bahal &nd has not got @ postsl vole
or you.

If after Spm on [the sixth day befare the date of

the podl] you are unable to vote in parsen becawss

you:

# Have a medical emergency, or

= Laarn you cannot go te the pelling statien
because of wark reasons

You can apply to voba by praxy. Completad

applications musi reach us before Spm on fiday]

[date of deadiine]. To ind out how to apoly, cal e

malpling immediatak

If undelivered retumn to:
Iirgert refiar address]

The Counfing Officer issued this cand,

[P Official Postal Poll Card (to be sent to a voter voting by post)

Front of card

F13 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council

Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(b)(ii),

Sch. 1 (with reg. 1(4))
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Postal poll card

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for
linsert name of authority]

You r details:
* Nvioley s navme and qualfyng address defails

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month] [vear]

hergy

* Cowvahing Officer ko omd i bath plecaa wihans
poil cord senl ioan anonymous voler Foll cad

o an anonymows voder must be delvered n g

Voting information

Sadgiad anvalome

We will send your postal vote around [day]
[date] [month] [year] *[addressed to:]

Number on register:

“[Waoter's name and sddress]

‘four postal vote

& You wil reoive @ postal vobe for this referenduem
becauss you asked o wole by post

» Yioul will ot be able o vobe in a polling skation
= I you have not recaived your posial vote by

Please turn over

Back

[etay] [olaes] [month] call finsert halpline
e,

of card

How to vote

1. When you recene your postal vote, read the
Iratnuctions carefully

2 our postal vote includes your ballot paper
ard @ postal valing staterment

3 Complete bath of these and return them

IF you lose your pastal vole o make 4 mistake
» Flease phone the helpline immediataly

= W can only issue & replacament postal vote bafore Spm
on fdaydate of deadlira]

If you would rather vode in person, or ask someone else o
wile an your beball, you must cancel your postal vobe before
Spm on [daydare of deadling]. For mare information, paass
call the helpline.

immediatety

4 \We need to recenve your postal vote by
10pm an [daydate of poll]

ﬂ If you need information in another
format, please call our helpline below.

(1] If you need help to vote, you can ask
someons you Know of get independent
help by calling our helpline:

[Tt hedpline and olhar defals molcing websils]

It i= an offence to:

® wote sing a ballot paper that was not sent for your use ar
intarfene with ancther yoler's ballol pages

» vobe more than ance at the same refarendurn, unless yau
are wohng on your own bahal and as & proey for anothar
pErsan

» vobe am a proxy at the same referendumn for maone than bao
people, unléss you are ther spouse, avil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child aor grancchid

# wobe as a proxy for someane i you know that by ke they
are not allowed bo vole

The Courting Officer issued this card

T undelrered retem to

ragar! redorn address]
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[ Official Proxy Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)
Front of card
F14 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council

Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(b)(iii),
Sch. 1 (with reg. 1(4))

Proxy poll card

Referendum on the Council Tax increase ¥our details:
for finsert name of authority] r mrs name and qualifing address details

* Counting Officer b ami where pol card e ko
the prowy of an anonymeous voler Pall card do
praxy of @n anonymoos voler must be delivered
in @ sealed anvelope

Date of referendum [day] [date] [month]
[year]

Wating information

Polling day vou will receive a proxy vote

= [Thie person named on tha biack af this cand]
[Another persan] has appointed you as a proy

‘Voting hours b vole an their behalf at this slection
** [fou do not nead to taks this card with you o
"l"I:?LI_r Wlll_nil it ] [veuw must have this cand with you whan
station will be wau wabe You cannot voba G5 & prowy withaut
it]

== I sani k2 the prooy of an anonymodd waker omt
e word's in sach of the frod seis of hracieds, f
not omif the wards i sach of e second safs
of hrackels

[insert helpline and olher defals noiuding
webaie].

Please tum over
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Back of card

For s sefarendam you ane preey for

* [ioher's am

[y e

(VAN AT O Tt

[ persas with tis alochar nember (s sl ' Mt on agise]

* fancmpmous voler ol he worls i e e o of sgaeme Srachetz, § nol omd the wods in
H awccnd ast of square brackals

The persnn you am proxy Tor can vole hemeskies iF They wish — bl only I you Rave
nol ainsady vebed on ir behall,

Tz space for map or olber informehon much ms heisive and webole deteis

If yiou are away or cannat go to the polling
station on {day] [date of poll)

* Yau can apply fo vote by post. The deadline
for complebad applcations & Spm on Joay]
[date of deadling]

® [If you are ghen a poshal voba, yau or tha
persan yau are praxy for will nat be able o
woba in person & this elemsndum

# To find cut ow to apply, please call us on
{msaT haipling number or offer comacr
deails].

&) ¥ you need any help or to ind oul ¥ your poaling siasen ks accessible, please
CEnbart us.
[ouating Cficer fo a0 Sorast detall icivang wobste § apnondene]

HOm 0D WO 35 & PPy
1. * A& fue polling simtion, tel the staf that you s & praay for f1n persan named shove

They will ghvee yral that perssn s Sallal paper] TA e poling sabion, sk o speak in
the prakding oficer and ehiow e the card. They will give you e ballol paper of

e preos you A proey for]
" anaymous vonss oimd e woen's i e Krad eef of squane dockets  nof cmd te
Wi i tbe pecond red of Igusve brechefz

2. Do v o o e wolie g beaoths.

5. Fallew the irmfructions on how ta mark Be balla papar
4, Faid the ekl paper and pat is Tha baliof b

IF i el vy ok, Jursl s AN SLalT.

It 15 an offanca to:

#® yoie mane than cnoe at the same
referendum, unless you ane voting an your
e beball and as a prosy for another pesan

& yole a8 3 proxy At the sarme relesendum Tar
more than two peopie, unless you ane their
spouse, ol partner, parent, grandparent,
Bnather, sister, child or grandchid

& yole 88 8 proey 1or someone il yau kndw thal
by law they are not allowed o voie

The Counting Officer isswed this cand.

If undelranad rsturn i
el paiini acdrass]

[FPOfficial Proxy Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)
Front of card

F15 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(b)(iv),
Sch. 1 (with reg. 1(4))
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Proxy postal poll card

Referendum on the Council Tax increase
for [insert name of authority]

Voting as a proxy

** [The person named on the back of thes
card] [Anather persan] has appointed
YOU BE 8 prowy o vote on ther behalf at

Date of referandum [day] [date] [month] [year]

this referendum
= If senit fa the proxy of an srmenymous

vofer amif the words m tha first seé of
brackals, i nal amit the words in ihe

Vating information

sacond set of lrackals
Your postal vobe

We will send your postal vote around [day] [date]

[monith] [year] "[addressed ta:]

& ou will receive a postal vote for this
referendurn because you ssked o vabe

* [Proxy's name and quaifying address defais hara)

* Counting Officer o omit where pol card sent fo the prexy of an
ancopmous voler Pol cand lo proxy of an ancrpmous voler must be

caivanad N & seaied erealape.

by post

» ou will not be able 1o vole &5 @ proxy in
& polling station.

» If you have not received your postal
wole by [day] [date] [ marth]
call finsert helpline number].

Please turn over

Back of card

Farthis ref erandum you am proxy far

" Iivoter's namel
(Valer's adirass)
{Voler's number ar regrsfer]]

[thiz person with this slectar nuember (fnserf valer's number on
renpiiary]

= IF anoyrnous vl ormil the wovds i the Grs! sel of sgoans
brackels o nod ol ihe words in the second a8l of sguans
hrackela

How to vote

1. ‘When you receive your postal vote, read the instructions
carefully.

2. Your pastal vobs includes your ballot paper and a postal
wotireg statemsant

3. Compleba both of these and reburn thern immeadiately

4. W need 1o eceive your poetal vale by 10pm on
[day'date of poii]

“ If you need information in anather format, please
call aur halpling balow,

(1] If you need help to vote, you can ask someone
you know of get independent help by calling our
helpline:

[insert helpline or ather details including website]

M you lose your postal vata ar make a
m istake

# Please phone the helpine mmedately

& Wie can anly issus & replacement postal voba
before Spm on foaydace of deadline].

1# yow woddkd rakher wote in parson, wou must
cancel your postal voie before Spm on fdap”
dare of desdiinal. For morne infarmation,
please call the helpline.

It is an offence to:

& wobe usng a ballat paper that was ot s=nk
for your wse or imerfere with ancther vober's
bl papar

# wobe more than onca &t the same
referendum, unless you are wating on your
ceani behalf and as & proxy for ancther
parsan

= vobe &5 8 praxy at the same referardum for
mare than bwo people, unless you are their
spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent,
brother, sisbar, child or grandchild

= wibe &6 8 proxy far sormeane i you krdw thak
by ke they ane not allowed o vote

The Counting Cfficer issued this card

IF undeliversd return to
[inzert redurn addragal
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[F"°Form of directions for the guidance of the voters and proxies in voting

F16 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.1. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(a)(iii),
Sch. 3 (with reg. 1(4))
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How to vote at [this] [these]
[election(s) and] referendum(s)

Go to the desk and tell the staff your
1 name and address.

They will give you your ballot papers.

2 Take your ballot papers to a voting booth.

3 Read the instructions in the booth . &
and mark your ballot papers. :::: EE:.':'."I
—0of

Put your folded ballot papers into the
[appropriate] ballot box[es].

When you have marked your ballot papers,
4 fold them so that nobody can see how you
have voted.

(!) Voting is secret. Do not let anyone see how you have voted.
é¥ If you make a mistake or need some help, just ask the staff.
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[F"Form of Certificate of Employment

F17 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council
Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(b)(v),
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Certificate of Employment

Referendum on the Council Tax increase for [insert hame of authority]

Voting area of finsert name of vating sres]

|Date of reterendum [day] [date] manth] [vear]
The parson named below is entitied to volbe at any polling station in the above voling area on production

L_and surrender of this certificate to the Presiding Cffices

| certify that (name of voter)

who is numbered® in the register of electors for the voting area

namad above, cannol reasonably be expected o go in person to the polling station allotted to them at this
referendurmn by reason of histher employment on the above date for a purpose connected with this referendurnic

— as a constable**
- 2% a Police Community Suppon Officer™
= by me (Only applies to Counting Officer’s staff)**

Signature Counting Officer/Police Officer (Inspecfor or above)*

Date

* The wvoter's number can be found an the pell card which was sent to them shartly after the referendum was
announced, or can be checked by contacting the Electoral Registration Cfficer,
** Pergon completing the form to delete whichever does not apply.

[F* Form of declaration made by the companion of a voter or proxy with disabilities
F18 Sch. 5 Pt. 8 Form substituted (6.4.2014) by The Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (Council

Tax Increases) (England) (Amendment No.2) Regulations 2014 (S.I. 2014/925), regs. 1(3), 17(a)(iv),
Sch. 3 (with reg. 1(4))
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Declaration for the companion of a voter with disabilities

* [Election of Member of Parliament for the [insert name of constituency]
constituency]

* [Election of Members of the European Parliament for the [insert name of
Region, e.g. ‘North-West Region’]]

* [Election of councillors to [insert name of local authority/parish/town
council in full]]

* Referendum on the Council Tax Increase for [insert name of
authority]

* [Election of London Assembly [London member] [constituency
member for the [insert name of constituency]]]

* [Election of the Mayor [of London] [for [insert hame of authority]]]
* [Insert title of election/referendum] election/referendum]
* Dalate or amend as appropriate

Date of [election(s) and] referendum(s) [day] [date] [month] [vear]

& voter with disabilities is a voter who has made a declaration that he or she is s0
incapacitated by his or her blindress or other disability, or by his or her inability to read, as to
be unable to vote at [this] [these] [election(z) and] referendum(g) without assistance.

In this form, "voter” means the persen casting the vote at the election or referendum and
includes a perzon voling as a proxy.

Part1 To be completed by the voter's companion

Companion’s name

Companion's address

Voter's name

[Only for use if the disabled vofer is acting as
& proxy]
Voter is acting as proxy for:

Electors number

[If the disabled voferis acling 85 8 praxy,
this is the number of the person for wham
the voter is acting]
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{1

or

()

I have been requested to assist the voter named above to record their vote in [this]
[these] [election(s) and] referendumi(s). | declare that:

AND

= | am entitled to vote as an elector at [thig] [these] [ebection{s) and] as a voter at [this]
[these] referendum(s)

e | am the *spouse/civil partner”parent”brothersisterchild of the voter with
disabiliies and am 18 years of age or over
*Flease delete whichever does nof apply

» | have not previously assisted mare than one voter with disabilities at [this] [these]
[election(s) or] referendumis).
If | have assisted one cther voter their name and address is:

[Complete If appropnate] Mame and address
of other person assisted

MNOTE = It is a eriminal offence to knowingly make a false statement in this Torm.

Companion's Date
signature

Part2 To be completed by the Presiding Officer

|, the undersigned, being the Presiding Officer for:

Polling station Vating area of
Hereby cerify that the above declaration Fresiding Officar
was signed in my pressnce, signature

Date Time (exact)
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amended by S.I. 2019/1389, reg. 2)

Sch. 5 rule 30(3) words substituted by S.I. 2022/1309 reg. 9(3)(b)

Sch. 5 rule 15(3) words substituted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 54(5)

Sch. 5 rule 28(1) words substituted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 54(8)(a)(i)

Sch. 5 rule 29(1) words substituted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 54(9)(a)

Sch. 5 rule 30(2) words substituted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 54(10)(a)

Sch. 5 rule 26 table words substituted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 16(7)(b)(1)

Sch. 5 rule 26(2) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 16(7)(c)



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/52/8/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/3/b/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309/regulation/9/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/52/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/52/8/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/52/9/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/52/10/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/3/b/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/3/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309/regulation/9/3/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/3/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/6/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/6/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/7/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/7/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/8/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/9/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/10/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/16
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225/regulation/7/4/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225/regulation/7/4/c/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/schedule/2/paragraph/15/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/schedule/2/paragraph/15/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309/regulation/9/3/a/iii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/8/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/8/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309/regulation/9/3/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/7/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/7/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225/regulation/7/4/c/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/7/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/7/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/7/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/8/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/7/b/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1310
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1310/schedule/1/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1310
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1310/schedule/1/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1310
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/1310/schedule/1/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1309/regulation/9/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/8/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/9/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/54/10/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/7/b/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1147/regulation/16/7/c

Sch. 5 rule 17(10) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 7(4)(a)



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225/regulation/7/4/a

