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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2010 No. 2955

The Family Procedure Rules 2010

[F1PART 3A
VULNERABLE PERSONS: PARTICIPATION

IN PROCEEDINGS AND GIVING EVIDENCE

[F1[F2Court’s duty to consider making participation directions: victims of domestic abuse

3A.2A.—(1)  Subject to paragraph (2), where it is stated that a party or witness is, or is at risk of
being, a victim of domestic abuse carried out by a party, a relative of another party, or a witness in
the proceedings, the court must assume that the following matters are diminished—

(a) the quality of the party’s or witness’s evidence;
(b) in relation to a party, their participation in the proceedings.

(2)  The party or witness concerned can request that the assumption set out in paragraph (1) does
not apply to them if they do not wish it to.

(3)  Where the assumption set out in paragraph (1) applies, the court must consider whether it is
necessary to make one or more participation directions.

[F3(Attention is drawn to Practice Direction 27C, which makes provision for the attendance at
hearings, without the need for an order of the court, of Independent Domestic Violence Advisers
and Independent Sexual Violence Advisers.)]]]
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– rule 3.8(1)(o)(ai) inserted by S.I. 2023/1324 rule 11(k)(i)
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