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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 2157

The Money Laundering Regulations 2007

PART 2
CUSTOMER DUE DILIGENCE

Shell banks, anonymous accounts etc.

16.—(1) A credit institution must not enter into, or continue, a correspondent banking relationship
with a shell bank.

(2) A credit institution must take appropriate measures to ensure that it does not enter into, or
continue, a corresponding banking relationship with a bank which is known to permit its accounts
to be used by a shell bank.

(3) A credit or financial institution carrying on business in the United Kingdom must not set up
an anonymous account or an anonymous passbook for any new or existing customer.

(4) As soon as reasonably practicable on or after 15th December 2007 all credit and financial
institutions carrying on business in the United Kingdom must apply customer due diligence measures
to, and conduct ongoing monitoring of, all anonymous accounts and passbooks in existence on that
date and in any event before such accounts or passbooks are used.

(5) A “shell bank” means a credit institution, or an institution engaged in equivalent activities,
incorporated in a jurisdiction in which it has no physical presence involving meaningful decision-
making and management, and which is not part of a financial conglomerate or third-country financial
conglomerate.

(6) In this regulation, “financial conglomerate” and “third-country financial conglomerate” have
the meanings given by regulations 1(2) and 7(1) respectively of the Financial Conglomerates and
Other Financial Groups Regulations 2004(1).

(1) S.1.2004/1862.
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