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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 1678

The Virgin Islands Constitution Order 2007

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
CHAPTER 9

THE COMPLAINTS COMMISSIONER AND REGISTER OF INTERESTS

The Complaints Commissioner

110.—(1)  There shall be a Complaints Commissioner for the Virgin Islands.
(2)  The Complaints Commissioner shall be appointed by the Governor, acting after consultation

with the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition, by instrument under the public seal.
(3)  No person shall be qualified to be appointed as Complaints Commissioner if he or she is or

has been within the preceding three years—
(a) an elected member of the House of Assembly; or
(b) the holder of any office in any political party.

(4)  The office of the Complaints Commissioner shall become vacant—
(a) at the expiration of the period specified in the instrument by which he or she was appointed;
(b) if he or she resigns office by writing under his or her hand addressed to the Governor;
(c) if he or she becomes an elected member of the House of Assembly or the holder of any

office in any political party; or
(d) if the Governor, acting in his or her discretion, directs that he or she shall be removed

from office for inability to discharge the functions of the office (whether arising from
infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour, or for contravention
of subsection (5).

(5)  Subject to such exceptions as the Governor, acting in his or her discretion, may authorise by
directions in writing, the Complaints Commissioner shall not hold any other office of emolument
either in the public service or otherwise nor engage in any occupation for reward other than the
duties of his or her office.

Functions of Complaints Commissioner

111.—(1)  The Complaints Commissioner shall have such functions and jurisdiction as may be
prescribed by law.

(2)  In the exercise of his or her functions, the Complaints Commissioner shall not be subject to
the direction or control of any other person or authority.
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Registration of interests

112.—(1)  There shall be for the Virgin Islands a Register of Interests, which shall be maintained
by a Registrar who shall be appointed, and may be removed from office, by the Governor acting
in his or her discretion.

(2)  It shall be the duty of any person to whom this section applies to declare to the Registrar, for
entry in the Register of Interests, such interests, assets, income and liabilities of that person, or of
any other person connected with him or her, as may be prescribed by law.

(3)  A person shall make a declaration under subsection (2) upon assuming the functions of his or
her office and at such intervals thereafter (being no longer than twelve months) as may be prescribed
by law.

(4)  This section applies to all members of the House of Assembly (including Ministers) and the
holders of such other offices (except that of Governor) as may be prescribed by law.

(5)  A law made under this Constitution shall make provision for giving effect to this section,
including the sanctions which may be imposed for a failure to comply with, or the making of false
statements in purported compliance with, subsections (2) and (3) and, notwithstanding anything
contained in Chapter 5, the sanctions which may be imposed may include the suspension of a member
of the House of Assembly from sitting and voting in the House for such period as may be prescribed
in such a law.
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