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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 1678

The Virgin Islands Constitution Order 2007

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
CHAPTER 7

THE PUBLIC SERVICE

Public Service - General

Judicial and Legal Services Commission

94.—(1)  There shall be in and for the Virgin Islands a Judicial and Legal Services Commission
which shall consist of—

(a) the Chief Justice, who shall be Chairman;
(b) one judge of the Court of Appeal or the High Court nominated by the Chief Justice after

consultation with the Governor and the Virgin Islands General Legal Council;
(c) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission; and
(d) two other members appointed by the Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the

Premier and the Leader of the Opposition who will each nominate one member, at least
one of whom shall be a legal practitioner.

(2)  For the purpose of subsection (1)(d), the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition shall
alternate in nominating a legal practitioner, with the Premier making the first such nomination upon
the commencement of this Constitution, provided that such nomination shall not be construed as
precluding the nomination of two legal practitioners under subsection (1)(d).

(3)  No person shall be qualified to be appointed under subsection (1)(d) if he or she is a member
of, or a candidate for election to, the House of Assembly or holds or is acting in any public office.

(4)  The office of a member of the Judicial and Legal Services Commission appointed under
subsection (1)(d) shall become vacant—

(a) at the expiration of five years from the date of his or her appointment or such earlier time
as may be specified in the instrument by which he or she was appointed;

(b) if he or she resigns office by writing under his or her hand addressed to the Governor;
(c) if he or she becomes a member of, or a candidate for election to, the House of Assembly,

or is appointed to or to act in any public office; or
(d) if the Governor, acting in his or her discretion, directs that he or she shall be removed from

office for inability to discharge the functions of that office (whether arising from infirmity
of body or mind or any other cause) or for misbehaviour.

(5)  If the office of a member of the Judicial and Legal Services Commission appointed under
subsection (1)(d) becomes vacant or if such a member is for any reason unable to perform the
functions of that office, the Governor, acting in accordance with the advice of the Premier or the
Leader of the Opposition, as the case may be, may appoint another suitably qualified person to that
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office for the unexpired term of the previous holder of the office or until the holder of the office is
able to resume his or her functions.

(6)  Any decision of the Judicial and Legal Services Commission shall require the concurrence
of not less than three members of the Commission, and the Commission shall take its decisions in
such form and manner as it may determine.

(7)  In the exercise of its functions, the Judicial and Legal Services Commission—
(a) shall not be subject to the direction or control of any other person or authority; and
(b) may regulate its own procedure.
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