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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 1678

The Virgin Islands Constitution Order 2007

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
CHAPTER 4

THE EXECUTIVE

Governor’s special responsibilities

60.—(1)  The Governor shall be responsible for the conduct (subject to this Constitution and any
other law) of any business of the Government of the Virgin Islands, including the administration of
any department of government, with respect to the following matters—

(a) external affairs, subject to subsection (4);
(b) defence, including the armed forces;
(c) internal security, including the Police Force, without prejudice to section 57;
(d) the terms and conditions of service of persons holding or acting in public offices, without

prejudice to section 92; and
(e) the administration of the courts;

and the Governor shall keep the Premier fully informed concerning the general conduct of these
matters, and the Premier may request information in respect of any particular matter.

(2)  The Governor, acting after consultation with the Premier, may assign to any member of the
Cabinet responsibility for the conduct, on behalf of the Governor, of any business in the House of
Assembly with respect to any of the matters mentioned in subsection (1).

(3)  The Governor, acting in his or her discretion, may, by directions in writing, delegate, with
the prior approval of a Secretary of State, to the Premier or any other Minister designated by the
Governor on the advice of the Premier such responsibility for matters of external affairs or internal
security as the Governor may think fit upon such terms and conditions as he or she may impose.

(4)  Notwithstanding subsection (3), the Governor shall, by directions in writing, delegate to the
Premier or to any other Minister designated by the Governor on the advice of the Premier, on the
terms and conditions set out in subsection (5), responsibility for the conduct of external affairs as
they relate to any matters that fall under the portfolios of Ministers, including—

(a) the Caribbean Community, the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, the Association
of Caribbean States, the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean, or any other Caribbean regional organisation or institution;

(b) other Caribbean regional affairs relating specifically to issues that are of interest to or
affect the Virgin Islands;

(c) the relationship between the Virgin Islands and the United States Virgin Islands in matters
of mutual interest;

(d) tourism and tourism-related matters;
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(e) taxation and the regulation of finance and financial services; and
(f) European Union matters directly affecting the interests of the Virgin Islands.

(5)  The terms and conditions referred to in subsection (4) are the following—
(a) separate authority shall be required from or on behalf of a Secretary of State for

the commencement of formal negotiation and the conclusion of any treaty or other
international agreement by the Government of the Virgin Islands, provided that general
authority may be granted in specified matters to commence the formal negotiation of, and
where it is deemed appropriate, to conclude any such treaty or international agreement;

(b) no political declaration, understanding or arrangement in the field of foreign policy shall
be signed or supported in the name of the Government of the Virgin Islands without the
prior approval of a Secretary of State;

(c) a formal invitation to a member of government or Head of State of another country to visit
the Virgin Islands shall not be issued without prior consultation with the Governor;

(d) the costs of any activities in pursuance of subsection (4) shall be borne by the Government
of the Virgin Islands;

(e) the Premier or other Minister shall keep the Governor fully informed of any activities in
pursuance of subsection (4); and

(f) the Premier or other Minister shall provide to the Governor on request all papers and
information, including the text of any instrument under negotiation, available to the
Premier or other Minister with respect to any activities in pursuance of subsection (4).

(6)  Any matter that is delegated to the Premier or to any other Minister under subsection (4)
shall be performed by the Premier or such other Minister in a manner that is in the best interests
of the Virgin Islands and not prejudicial to the interests of Her Majesty and, for this purpose, the
Governor and the Premier shall from time to time hold conference to ensure the proper safeguard
of those interests.

(7)  In the event of any disagreement regarding the exercise of any delegated authority under
subsection (4), the matter shall be referred to a Secretary of State whose decision on the matter shall
be final and whose directions shall be complied with.

(8)  Where the Governor, acting in his or her discretion, determines that the exercise of any
function conferred on any other person or authority (other than the House of Assembly) would
involve or affect any matter mentioned in subsection (1), the Governor may, acting after consultation
with the Premier, give directions as to the exercise of that function, and the person or authority
concerned shall exercise the function in accordance with those directions.
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