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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2006 No. 3304

REPRESENTATION OF THE
PEOPLE, ENGLAND AND WALES

The Local Elections (Principal Areas)
(England and Wales) Rules 2006

Made - - - - 12th December 2006
Laid before Parliament 12th December 2006

Coming into force in accordance with rule 1(2)

The Secretary of State makes the following Rules in exercise of the powers conferred upon him by
section 36(2) of the Representation of the People Act 1983(1).

In accordance with section 7(1) and (2)(d) of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act
2000(2) he has consulted the Electoral Commission.

Citation, commencement, extent and revocations

1.—(1) These Rules may be cited as The Local Elections (Principal Areas) (England and Wales)
Rules 2006.

(2) These Rules come into force on 2 January 2007 except for the purposes of an election if the
last date for the publication of the notice of election for that election was, or will be, prior to 27
March 2007.

(3) These Rules shall not extend to Scotland or Northern Ireland.

(4) Subject to paragraph (2), the statutory instruments listed in column 1 of Schedule 1 to these
Rules (which have the reference listed in column 2) are revoked to the extent indicated in column
3 of that Schedule.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In these Rules,
“1983 Act” means the Representation of the People Act 1983;

(1) 1983c.2
(2) 2000 c.41
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“Assembly constituency” shall have the same meaning as in section 2(4) and (5) of the Greater
London Authority Act 1999(3);

“the Combination of Polls Regulations” means the Representation of the People (Combination
of Polls) (England and Wales) Regulations 2004(4);

“counting observer” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001(5);

“counting officer” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001;

“European Parliamentary election” shall have the same meaning as in section 27(1) of the
Representation of the People Act 1985(6);

“GLRO” means the Greater London returning officer, being the person who is for the time
being the proper officer of the Greater London Authority for the purposes of section 35(2C)
of the 1983 Act or any person acting on his behalf(7);

“local counting area” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the European
Parliamentary Elections Regulations 2004(8);

“mayoral election” means an election conducted under the Local Authorities (Mayoral
Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2002(9);

“petition organiser” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 3 of the Local Authorities
(Referendums) (Petitions and Directions) (England) Regulations 2000(10);

“polling observer” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2(1) of the Local Authorities
(Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001;

“principal area” means, in England, a county, district or London borough and, in Wales, a
county or county borough;

“referendum” means a referendum conducted under the Local Authorities (Conduct of
Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001;

“voting area” shall have the same meaning as in regulation 2 of the Local Authorities (Conduct
of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001.

(2) In these Rules, “relevant election or referendum” means one or more of the following—
(a) aParliamentary election(11);
(b) a European Parliamentary election;
(c) another local government election;
(d) a mayoral election; and
(e) areferendum,

the poll at which is taken together with the poll at the principal area election.
(3) In the case of a referendum, a reference to—

(a) a “candidate” shall be construed as a reference to a petition organiser;

3) 1999c¢.29

(4) S.I 2004/294 as amended by S.I. 2006/3278.

(5) S.1.2001/1298 as amended by S.1. 2004/226.

(6) 1985 c.50. Section 27(1) was amended by the European Communities (Amendment) Act 1986 (c.58), section 3(1). The
definition of the European Assembly was repealed by the Schedule to that Act on the entering into force of the Single European
Act (Cmnd. 9758) on 1 July 1987.

(7) Section 35(2C) was inserted by paragraphs 1 and 3 of Schedule 3 to the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c.29).

(8) S.I. 2004/293

(9) S.I. 2002/185 as amended by S.I. 2004/225.

(10) S.I. 2000/2852

(11) For the definition of “Parliamentary election”, see the Interpretation Act 1978 (c.30), Schedule 1.
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(b) an “election agent” or a “counting agent” shall be construed as a reference to a counting
observer;
(c) a‘“polling agent” shall be construed as a reference to a polling observer; and

(d) a “returning officer” shall be construed as a reference to a counting officer.

Elections Rules

3. In the application of the parliamentary elections rules to the election of councillors of the
council of a principal area where the poll at that election is not taken together with the poll at another
election under section 36(3), (3AB) or (3AC) of the 1983 Act(12) or section 15(1) or (2) of the
Representation of the People Act 1985(13), adaptations, alterations and exceptions shall be made to
those rules so that the election shall be conducted in accordance with the Rules set out in Schedule 2
to these Rules.

Combination of polls

4. Where the poll at an election of councillors to the council of a principal area is to be taken
together with the poll at a relevant election or referendum(14), the Rules set out in Schedule 2 shall
apply to the principal area election as shown modified in Schedule 3.

Signed by authority of the Secretary of State

Bridget Prentice
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State
12th December 2006 Department for Constitutional Affairs

(12) Section 36(3) was substituted for subsection (3) as originally enacted, by section 17 of the Representation of the People
Act 1985 (c.50) and further amended by paragraph 68(8) of Schedule 16 to the Local Government (Wales) Act 1994 (c.19),
and subsection (3AB) was inserted by paragraph 68(8) of Schedule 16; subsection (3AC) was inserted by paragraph 17 of
Schedule 3 to the Local Government and Rating Act 1997 (c.19).

(13) 1985 ¢.50

(14) Provisions as to the combination of polls at elections, including principal area elections, are contained in section 36 of the
Representation of the People Act 1983 (“the 1983 Act”), section 15 of the Representation of the People Act 1985 (c.50),
the Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001 (S.I. 2001/1298) and the Local Authorities
(Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2002 (S.I. 2002/185).
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SCHEDULE 1 Rule 1(4)
Revocations

Revocations

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3

Statutory Instrument S.1. Number Extent of revocation
The Local Elections (Principal Areas) Rules S.I. 1986/2214  The entire instrument
1986

The Local Elections (Principal Areas) S.I. 1987/261 The entire instrument
(Amendment) Rules 1987

The Local Elections (Principal Areas) S.I. 1990/158 The entire instrument
(Amendment) Rules 1990

The Local Elections (Principal Areas) S.I. 1998/578 The entire instrument
(Amendment) Rules 1998

The Local Elections (Principal Areas) S.I. 1999/394  The entire instrument
(Amendment) Rules 1999

The Local Elections (Principal Areas) S.I. 2001/81 The entire instrument
(Amendment) Rules 2001

The Local Elections (Mayoral Elections) S.I. 2002/185  Regulation 8
(England and Wales) Regulations 2002

The Local Elections (Principal Areas) S.I. 2004/223 The entire instrument
(Amendment) (England and Wales) Rules 2004

The Local Elections (Principal Areas) (England S.I. 2004/1041  The entire instrument
and Wales) (Amendment) (No. 2) Rules 2004

The Civil Partnership Act 2004 (Amendments S.I. 2005/2114  paragraphs 1 and 2 of

to Subordinate Legislation) Order 2005

The Local Elections (Principal Areas and
Parishes and Communities) (England and
Wales) (Amendment) Rules 2006

S.1.2006/390

Schedule 12

The entire instrument except
for the purposes of rule 3.

SCHEDULE 2

Rules for Conduct of an Election of Councillors of a Principal
Area where Poll is not taken together with Poll at another Election

CONTENTS

Rule 3
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PART 1

Provisions as to Time

Timetable

1. The proceedings at the election shall be conducted in accordance with the following Table.

Timetable
Proceedings Time
Publication of notice of election Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day
of election.
Delivery of nomination papers Not later than noon on the nineteenth day before

the day of election.

Publication of statement as to persons nominated Not later than noon on the seventeenth day
before the day of election.

Delivery of notices of withdrawals of Not later than noon on the sixteenth day before

candidature the day of election.

Notice of poll Not later than the sixth day before the day of
election.

Polling Between the hours of 7 in the morning and 10 at

night on the day of election.

Computation of time

2.—(1) In computing any period of time for the purposes of the Timetable—
(a) a Saturday or Sunday,
(b) Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Good Friday or a bank holiday, or
(c) aday appointed for public thanksgiving or mourning,

shall be disregarded, and any such day shall not be treated as a day for the purpose of any proceedings
up to the completion of the poll nor shall the returning officer be obliged to proceed with the counting
of the votes on such a day.

(2) In this rule “bank holiday” means a day which is a bank holiday under the Banking and
Financial Dealings Act 1971(15) in England and Wales.

PART 2

Stages Common to Contested and Uncontested Elections

Notice of election

3.—(1) The returning officer must publish notice of the election stating—

(a) the place and times at which nomination papers are to be delivered, and

(15) 1971 c. 80
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(b) the date of the poll in the event of a contest,

and the notice must state that forms of nomination papers may be obtained at that place and those
times.

(2) The notice of election must state the date by which—
(a) applications to vote by post or by proxy, and
(b) other applications and notices about postal or proxy voting,

must reach the registration officer in order that they may be effective for the election.

Nomination of candidates

4.—(1) Each candidate must be nominated by a separate nomination paper, in the form in the
Appendix, delivered at the place fixed for the purpose by the returning officer, which shall be at
the offices of the council of the district or London borough in which the electoral area wholly or
mainly lies.

(2) The nomination paper must state the candidate’s—
(a) full names,
(b) home address in full, and
(c) if desired, description,

and the surname must be placed first in the list of names.

(3) If a candidate commonly uses—
(a) asurname which is different from any other surname he has, or
(b) a forename which is different from any other forename he has,

the nomination paper may state the commonly used surname or forename in addition to the other
name.

(4) The description (if any) can only be—
(a) one authorised as mentioned in rule 5(1) or (3); or
(b) the word “Independent”.

Nomination papers: name of registered political party

5.—(1) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with a registered political party unless the party is a qualifying
party in relation to the electoral area and the description is authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of the party, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Table in rule 1.

(2) In paragraph (1) an authorised description may be either—

(a) the name of the party registered under section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and
Referendums Act 2000(16), or

(b) a description of the party registered under section 28 A(17) of that Act.

(16) Section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was amended by S.I. 2004/366 and by section 48
of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(17) Section 28A of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(3) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with two or more registered political parties unless the parties are
each qualifying parties in relation to the electoral area and the description is a registered description
authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of each of the parties, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Table in rule 1.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (3), a description is a registered description if it is a description
registered for use by the parties under section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums
Act 2000(18).

(5) A person shall be guilty of a corrupt practice if he fraudulently purports to be authorised to
issue a certificate under paragraph (1) or (3) on behalf of a registered political party’s nominating
officer.

(6) For the purposes of the application of this rule in relation to an election—

(a) “registered political party” means a party which was registered under Part 2 of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 on the day (“the relevant day”) which is two
days before the last day for the delivery of nomination papers at that election;

(b) aregistered political party is a qualifying party in relation to an electoral area if the electoral
area is in England or Wales and the party was on the relevant day registered in respect of
that part of Great Britain in the Great Britain register maintained under that Part of that Act.

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (6)(a), any day falling within rule 2(1) must be disregarded.

Subscription of nomination paper

6.—(1) The nomination paper must be subscribed by two electors as proposer and seconder, and
by eight other electors as assenting to the nomination.

(2) Where a nomination paper has the signatures of more than the required number of persons as
proposing, seconding or assenting to the nomination of a candidate, the signature or signatures (up
to the required number) appearing first on the paper in each category must be taken into account to
the exclusion of any others in that category.

(3) The nomination paper must give the electoral number of each person subscribing it.
(4) The returning officer—

(a) must supply any elector with as many forms of nomination paper and forms of consent to
nomination as may be required at the place and during the time for delivery of nomination
papers, and

(b) must at any elector’s request prepare a nomination paper for signature,

but it is not necessary for a nomination or consent to nomination to be on a form supplied by the
returning officer.

(5) A person must not subscribe more nomination papers than there are vacancies to be filled in
the electoral area; nor subscribe any nomination paper in respect of an election in any other electoral
area of the same local government area whilst the election in the first-mentioned electoral area is
taking place:

Provided that a person shall not be prevented from subscribing a nomination paper by reason only
of his having subscribed that of a candidate who has died or withdrawn before delivery of the first
mentioned paper.

(18) Section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
9
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(6) If a person subscribes any nomination paper in contravention of paragraph (5), his signature
shall be inoperative on all but those papers (up to the permitted number) which are first delivered.

(7) In this rule “elector”—

(a) means a person who is registered in the register of local government electors for the
electoral area in question on the last day for the publication of notice of the election; and

(b) includes a person then shown in the register as below voting age if (but only if) it appears
from the register that he will be of voting age on the day fixed for the poll.

(8) But, in this rule, “elector” does not include a person who has an anonymous entry in the
register.

Consent to nomination

7. A person shall not be validly nominated unless his consent to nomination—

(a) is given in writing on or within one month before the last day for the delivery of nomination
papers,

(b) is in the form in the Appendix, or a form to the like effect, and includes a copy of sections
80 and 81 of the Local Government Act 1972(19) and section 79 of the Local Government
Act 2000(20),

(c) is attested by one witness, and

(d) is delivered at the place and within the time for the delivery of nomination papers.

Decisions as to validity of nomination papers

8.—(1) Where a nomination paper and the candidate’s consent to it are delivered in accordance
with these Rules, the candidate shall be deemed to stand nominated unless and until—

(a) the returning officer decides that the nomination paper is invalid; or
(b) proofis given to the returning officer’s satisfaction of the candidate’s death; or
(c) the candidate withdraws.

(2) The returning officer is entitled to hold a nomination paper invalid only on one of the following
grounds—

(a) that the particulars of the candidate or the persons subscribing the paper are not as required
by law; and

(b) that the paper is not subscribed as so required.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), the returning officer must, as soon as practicable after each
nomination paper has been delivered, examine it and decide whether the candidate has been validly
nominated.

(4) If in the returning officer’s opinion a nomination paper breaks rule 5(1) or (3), he must give
a decision to that effect—

(a) as soon as practicable after the delivery of the nomination paper, and

(19) 1972 ¢.70. Section 80 has been amended by the Local Government Act 2000 (c.22) Schedule 3 paragraph 8, Schedule 5
paragraph 8 and Schedule 6; the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c.42) Schedule 11 paragraph 21, Schedule 12
Part 2 and Schedule 14 paragraph 3; the Enterprise Act 2002 (c.40) section 267(1); the Local Government Finance Act 1982
(c.32) Schedule 6 Part 4; the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c.2) Schedule 8 paragraph 12; the Audit Commission
Act 1998 (c.18) Schedule 3 paragraph 3(1); the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29) section 69; the Environment
Act 1995 (c. 25) Schedule 10 paragraph 10(1); the Transport Act 1985 (c.67) Schedule 8. It has also been amended by S.I.
1999/2267, 2001/2237 and 2002/808. Section 81 has been amended by the Local Government Act 1985 (c.51) Schedule 17
and the Education Reform Act 1988 (c.40), Schedule 13 Part 2.

(20) 2000 c.22. Section 79 has been amended by the Public Services Ombudsman (Wales) Act 2005 (c.10) Schedule 4 paragraphs
1 and 20.
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(b) in any event, before the end of the period of 24 hours starting with the close of the period
for delivery of nomination papers set out in the Table in rule 1.

(5) Where the returning officer decides that a nomination paper is invalid, he must endorse and
sign on the paper the fact and the reasons for his decision.

(6) The returning officer must send notice of his decision that a nomination paper is valid or
invalid to each candidate at his home address as given in his nomination paper.

(7) The returning officer’s decision that a nomination paper is valid shall be final and shall not
be questioned in any proceeding whatsoever.

(8) Subject to paragraph (7), nothing in this rule prevents the validity of a nomination being
questioned on an election petition.

Publication of statement of persons nominated

9.—(1) The returning officer must prepare and publish a statement showing the persons who
have been and stand nominated and any other persons who have been nominated, with the reason
why they no longer stand nominated.

(2) The statement must show the names, addresses and descriptions of the persons nominated
as given in their nomination papers.

(3) If a person’s nomination paper gives a commonly used surname or forename in addition to
another name, the statement must show the person’s commonly used surname or forename (as the
case may be) instead of any other name.

(4) Paragraph (3) does not apply if the returning officer thinks—

(a) that the use of the person’s commonly used name may be likely to mislead or confuse
electors, or

(b) that the commonly used name is obscene or offensive.

(5) If paragraph (4) applies, the returning officer must give notice in writing to the candidate of
his reasons for refusing to allow the use of a commonly used name.

(6) The statement must show the persons standing nominated arranged alphabetically in the order
of their surnames, and if there are two or more of them with the same surname, of their other names.

(7) In the case of a person nominated by more than one nomination paper, the returning officer
must take the particulars required by the foregoing provisions of this rule from such one of the papers
as the candidate (or the returning officer in default of the candidate) may select.

Correction of minor errors

10.—(1) A returning officer may, if he thinks fit, at any time before the publication under rule 9
of the statement of persons nominated, correct minor errors in a nomination paper.

(2) Errors which may be corrected include—
(a) errors as to a person’s electoral number;
(b) obvious errors of spelling in relation to the details of a candidate.

(3) Anything done by a returning officer in pursuance of this rule shall not be questioned in any
proceedings other than proceedings on an election petition.

(4) A returning officer must have regard to any guidance issued by the Electoral Commission
for the purposes of this rule.

11
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Inspection of nomination papers and consents to nomination

11. During ordinary office hours on any day, other than a day specified in rule 2(1), after the
latest time for delivery of nomination papers and before the date of the poll, any person may inspect
and take copies of, or extracts from, nomination papers and consents to nomination.

Nomination in more than one electoral area

12. A candidate who is validly nominated for more than one electoral area of the same local
government area, must withdraw from his candidature in all those electoral areas except one, and if
he does not so withdraw, he shall be deemed to have withdrawn from his candidature in all those
electoral areas.

Withdrawal of candidates

13.—(1) A candidate may withdraw his candidature by notice of withdrawal—
(a) signed by him and attested by one witness, and
(b) delivered to the returning officer at the place for delivery of nomination papers.

(2) Where a candidate is outside the United Kingdom, a notice of withdrawal signed by his
proposer and accompanied by a written declaration also so signed of the candidate’s absence from
the United Kingdom shall be of the same effect as a notice of withdrawal signed by the candidate;
but where the candidate stands nominated by more than one nomination paper a notice of withdrawal
under this paragraph shall be effective if, and only if—

(a) it and the accompanying declaration are signed by all the proposers except any who is,
and is stated in that declaration to be, outside the United Kingdom; or

(b) it is accompanied, in addition to that declaration, by a written statement signed by the
candidate that the proposer giving the notice is authorised to do so on the candidate’s
behalf during his absence from the United Kingdom.

Method of election

14.—(1) If the number of persons remaining validly nominated for the electoral area after any
withdrawals under these Rules exceeds the number of councillors to be elected, a poll must be taken
in accordance with Part 3 of these Rules.

(2) If the number of persons remaining validly nominated for the electoral area after any
withdrawals under these Rules does not exceed the number of councillors to be elected, such person
or persons must be declared to be elected in accordance with Part 4 of these Rules.

PART 3

Contested Elections
CHAPTER 1

General Provisions

Poll to be taken by ballot

15. The votes at the poll must be given by ballot, the result must be ascertained by counting the
votes given to each candidate and the candidate or candidates to whom more votes have been given
than to the other candidates, up to the number of councillors to be elected, must be declared to have
been elected.

12
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The ballot papers

16.—(1) The ballot of every voter must consist of a ballot paper, and the persons remaining
validly nominated for the electoral area after any withdrawals under these Rules, and no others, shall
be entitled to have their names inserted in the ballot paper.

(2) Every ballot paper must be in the form in the Appendix, and must be printed in accordance
with the directions in that Appendix, and—

(a) must contain the names and other particulars of the candidates as shown in the statement
of persons nominated;

(b) must be capable of being folded up; and
(c) must have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back.

(3) If a candidate who is the subject of a party’s authorisation under rule 5(1) so requests, the
ballot paper must contain, against the candidate’s particulars, the party’s registered emblem (or, as
the case may be, one of the party’s registered emblems).

(4) The candidate’s request under paragraph (3) must—
(a) be made in writing to the returning officer, and

(b) be received by him before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers set out in
the Table in rule 1.

(5) The order of the names in the ballot paper must be the same as in the statement of persons
nominated.

The corresponding number list

17.—(1) The returning officer must prepare a list containing the numbers and other unique
identifying marks of all of the ballot papers to be issued by him in pursuance of rule 22(1) or provided
by him in pursuance of rule 26(1).

(2) The list must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to like effect.

The official mark

18.—(1) Every ballot paper must contain an appropriate security marking (the official mark).

(2) The official mark must be kept secret, and an interval of not less than five years shall intervene
between the use of the same official mark at elections for the same county, county borough, district
or London borough, as the case may be.

(3) The returning officer may use a different official mark for different purposes at the same
election.

Prohibition of disclosure of vote

19. No person who has voted at the election shall, in any legal proceeding to question the election,
be required to state for whom he has voted.

Use of schools and public rooms

20.—(1) The returning officer may use, free of charge, for the purpose of taking the poll or
counting the votes—

(a) a room in a school maintained or assisted by a local education authority or a school in
respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by Parliament to the person or
body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

13
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(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is payable out of any rate.

(2) The returning officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred
by the persons having control over, any such room as mentioned above by reason of its being used
for the purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes.

CHAPTER 2
Action to be Taken Before the Poll

Notice of poll

21.—(1) The returning officer must publish notice of the poll stating—
(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll;
(b) the number of councillors to be elected;

(c) the particulars of each candidate remaining validly nominated (the names and other
particulars of the candidates, and the order of the candidates’ names being the same as in
the statement of persons nominated); and

(d) the names of all persons signing a candidate’s nomination paper.

(2) Where a candidate is nominated by more than one nomination paper, the nomination paper
referred to in paragraph (1)(d) must be that from which the names and other particulars of the
candidate shown in the statement of persons nominated are taken.

(3) The returning officer must, not later than the time of the publication of the notice of the poll,
also give public notice of—

(a) the situation of each polling station; and
(b) the description of voters entitled to vote there,

and he must as soon as practicable after giving such a notice give a copy of it to each of the election
agents.

Postal ballot papers

22.—(1) The returning officer must, in accordance with regulations made under the 1983 Act(21),
issue to those entitled to vote by post a ballot paper and a postal voting statement in the appropriate
form in the Appendix, or a form to like effect, together with such envelopes for their return as may
be prescribed by such regulations.

(2) The returning officer must also issue to those entitled to vote by post such information as he
thinks appropriate about how to obtain—

(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to or guidance for voters
sent with the ballot paper;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The postal voting statement must include provision for the form to be signed and for stating
the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case may be).

(4) In the case of a ballot paper issued to a person at an address in the United Kingdom, the
returning officer must ensure that the return of the ballot paper and postal voting statement is free
of charge to the voter.

(21) See the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended by S.I. 2002/1871,
2006/752 and S.I. 2006/2910.
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Provision of polling stations

23.—(1) The returning officer must provide a sufficient number of polling stations and, subject
to the following provisions of this rule, must allot the electors to the polling stations in such manner
as he thinks most convenient.

(2) One or more polling stations may be provided in the same room.

(3) The polling station allotted to electors from any parliamentary polling district wholly or
partly within the electoral area must, in the absence of special circumstances, be in the parliamentary
polling place for that district, unless that place is outside the electoral area.

(4) The returning officer must provide each polling station with such number of compartments
as may be necessary in which the voters can mark their votes screened from observation.

Appointment of presiding officers and polling clerks

24.—(1) The returning officer must appoint and pay a presiding officer to attend at each polling
station and such clerks as may be necessary for the purposes of the election, but he must not appoint
any person who has been employed by or on behalf of a candidate in or about the election.

(2) The returning officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at a polling station and the provisions of
these Rules relating to a presiding officer shall apply to a returning officer so presiding with the
necessary modifications as to things to be done by the returning officer to the presiding officer or
by the presiding officer to the returning officer.

(3) A presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him, any act (including the asking
of questions) which he is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a polling station except order
the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from the polling station.

Issue of official poll cards

25.—(1) The returning officer must as soon as practicable after the publication of the notice of
the election send to electors and their proxies an official poll card.

(2) Anelector’s official poll card must be sent or delivered to his qualifying address, and a proxy’s
to his address as shown in the list of proxies.

(3) The official poll card must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to the like
effect, and must set out—

(a) the name of the council and of the electoral division or ward to which councillors are to
be elected;

(b) the elector’s name, qualifying address and number on the register;
(c) the date and hours of the poll and the situation of the elector’s polling station;
(d) such other information as the returning officer thinks appropriate,

and different information may be provided in pursuance of sub-paragraph (d) to different electors
or descriptions of elector.

(4) In the case of an elector with an anonymous entry, instead of containing the matter mentioned
in paragraph (3)(b), the polling card must contain such matter as is specified in the appropriate form
in the Appendix.

(5) Paragraph (7) of rule 6 shall apply for the interpretation of this rule.

Equipment of polling stations

26.—(1) The returning officer must provide each presiding officer with such number of ballot
boxes and ballot papers as in the returning officer’s opinion may be necessary.
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(2) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot papers can be put in it, but cannot
be withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked or, where the box has no lock, the seal being
broken.

(3) The returning officer must provide each polling station with—
(a) materials to enable voters to mark the ballot papers;

(b) copies of the register of electors for the electoral area or such part of it as contains the
names of the electors allotted to the station;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the election corresponding to the register of
electors for the electoral area or the part of it provided under sub-paragraph (b);

(d) alist consisting of that part of the list prepared under rule 17 which contains the numbers
(but not the other unique identifying marks) corresponding to those on the ballot papers
provided to the presiding officer of the polling station.

(4) The reference in paragraph (3)(b) to the copies of the register of electors includes a reference
to copies of any notices issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act(22) in respect of
alterations to the register.

(5) The returning officer must also provide each polling station with—

(a) at least one large version of the ballot paper which must be displayed inside the polling
station for the assistance of voters who are partially sighted; and

(b) adevice of such description as is set out in paragraph (9) for enabling voters who are blind
or partially sighted to vote without any need for assistance from the presiding officer or
any companion (within the meaning of rule 37(1)).

(6) A notice in the form in the Appendix, giving directions for the guidance of voters in voting,
must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside and outside every polling station.

(7) The returning officer may also provide copies of the notice mentioned in paragraph (6) in
Braille or translated into languages other than English as he considers appropriate, provided that
these notices are accurate reproductions in Braille or that other language of that notice.

(8) In every compartment of every polling station there must be exhibited the notice “[Vote for
no more than ..... candidates.] [ Vote for ONE candidate only]. Put no other mark on the ballot paper,
or your vote may not be counted.”.

(9) The device referred to in paragraph (5)(b) must—

(a) allow a ballot paper to be inserted into and removed from, or attached to and detached
from, the device easily and without damage to the paper;

(b) hold the ballot paper firmly in place during use; and

(c) provide suitable means for the voter to—
(1) identify the spaces on the ballot paper on which he may mark his vote;
(i1) identify the candidate to which each such space refers; and

(ii1) mark his vote on the space he has chosen.

Appointment of polling and counting agents

27.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (4), each candidate may, before the commencement of
the poll, appoint—

(a) polling agents to attend at polling stations for the purpose of detecting personation; and

(22) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(b) counting agents to attend at the counting of the votes.

(2) The same person may be appointed as a polling agent or counting agent by more than one
candidate.

(3) Not more than four polling agents, or such greater number as the returning officer may by
notice allow, shall be permitted to attend at any particular polling station and if the number of such
agents appointed to attend at a particular polling station exceeds that number, the returning officer
must determine which agents are permitted to attend by lot and only the agents on whom the lot falls
shall be deemed to have been duly appointed.

(4) The returning officer may limit the number of counting agents, so however that—
(a) the number must be the same in the case of each candidate; and

(b) the number allowed to a candidate must not (except in special circumstances) be less than
the number obtained by dividing the number of clerks employed on the counting by the
number of candidates.

For the purposes of the calculations required by this paragraph, a counting agent who has been
appointed for more than one candidate is a separate agent for each of the candidates by whom he
has been appointed.

(5) Notice in writing of the appointment, stating the names and addresses of the persons
appointed, must be given by the candidate to the returning officer and must be so given not later
than the fifth day (disregarding any day specified in rule 2(1)) before the day of the poll.

(6) If an agent dies, or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may appoint another agent in
his place, and must forthwith give to the returning officer notice in writing of the name and address
of the agent appointed.

(7) In the following provisions of these Rules references to polling agents and counting agents
shall be taken as references to agents—

(a) whose appointments have been duly made and notified; and
(b) where the number of agents is restricted, who are within the permitted numbers.

(8) Any notice required to be given to a counting agent by the returning officer may be delivered
at, or sent by post to, the address stated in the notice of appointment.

(9) A candidate may himself do any act or thing which any polling or counting agent of his, if
appointed, would have been authorised to do, or may assist his agent in doing any such act or thing.

(10) A candidate’s election agent may do or assist in doing anything which the candidate’s polling
or counting agent is authorised to do; and anything required or authorised by these Rules to be done
in the presence of the polling or counting agents may be done in the presence of a candidate’s election
agent instead of his polling agent or counting agents.

(11) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence
of the polling or counting agents, the non-attendance of any agent or agents at the time and place
appointed for the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or
thing done.

Notification of requirement of secrecy

28. The returning officer must make such arrangements as he thinks fit to ensure that—

(a) every person attending at a polling station (otherwise than for the purpose of voting or
assisting a voter with disabilities to vote or as a constable on duty there) has been given a

17



Document Generated: 2023-04-25
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (6) of section 66 of the 1983
Act(23); and

(b) every person attending at the counting of the votes (other than any constable on duty at
the counting) has been given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (2) and
(6) of that section.

Return of postal ballot papers

29.—(1) Where—

(a) apostal vote has been returned in respect of a person who is entered on the postal voters
list, or

(b) a proxy postal vote has been returned in respect of a proxy who is entered on the proxy
postal voters list,

the returning officer must mark the list in the manner prescribed by regulations made under the 1983
Act(24).

(2) Rule 45(3) does not apply for the purpose of determining whether, for the purposes of this
rule, a postal vote or a proxy postal vote is returned.

CHAPTER 3
The Poll

Admission to polling station
30.—(1) The presiding officer must exclude all persons from the polling station except—
(a) voters;
(b) persons under the age of 18 who accompany voters to the polling station;
(c) the candidates and their election agents;
(d) the polling agents appointed to attend at the polling station;
(e) the clerks appointed to attend at the polling station;

(f) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(25);

(g) the constables on duty; and
(h) the companions of voters with disabilities.

(2) The presiding officer must regulate the total number of voters and persons under the age of
18 who accompany them to be admitted to the polling station at the same time.

(3) Not more than one polling agent shall be admitted at the same time to a polling station on
behalf of the same candidate.

(4) A constable or person employed by a returning officer must not be admitted to vote in person
elsewhere than at his own polling station allotted to him under these Rules, except on production
and surrender of a certificate as to his employment which must be in the form in the Appendix, or

(23) Subsections (1), (2) and (3) of section 66 of the 1983 Act were amended by paragraphs 69, 82, 86(b) and 96 of Schedule 1 to
the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22); subsection (6) was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50).

(24) See regulation 84A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended
by S.I. 2006/2910.

(25) Sections 6A to 6F of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by section 29 of the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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a form, to the like effect, and signed by an officer of police of or above the rank of inspector or by
the returning officer, as the case may be.

(5) Any certificate surrendered under this rule must forthwith be cancelled.

Keeping of order in station

31.—(1) It is the presiding officer’s duty to keep order at his polling station.

(2) If a person misconducts himself in a polling station, or fails to obey the presiding officer’s
lawful orders, he may immediately, by the presiding officer’s order, be removed from the polling
station—

(a) by a constable in or near that station, or
(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the returning officer to remove him,

and the person so removed shall not, without the presiding officer’s permission, again enter the
polling station during the day.

(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the polling station of an
offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this rule must not be exercised so as to prevent a voter who is
otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

Sealing of ballot boxes

32. Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer must show the ballot
box empty to such persons, if any, as are present in the polling station, so that they may see that it is
empty, and must then lock it up, if it has a lock and (in any case) place his seal on it in such a manner
as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal and must place it in his view for the receipt
of ballot papers, and keep it so locked and sealed or sealed (as the case may be).

Questions to be put to voters

33.—(1) Atthe time of the application (but not afterwards), the questions specified in the second
column of the following Table—

(a) may be put by the presiding officer to a person applying for a ballot paper who is mentioned
in the first column, and

(b) must be put if the letter “R” appears after the question and the candidate or his election or
polling agent requires the question to be put:

Q. No. Person applying for ballot Question
paper
1 A person applying as an elector (a) —Are you the person registered in the
register of local government electors for this
election as follows?

read the whole entry from the register [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this election for *(this county) *(this
district) *(this London borough) *(this
county borough),

*delete whichever is inapplicable
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0. No.

Person applying for ballot Question

paper

(©

A person applying as proxy (a)

(b)

(©)

A person applying as proxy for (a)
an elector with an anonymous
entry (instead of the questions

at entry 2)

(b)

(©

(adding, in the case of an election for several
electoral areas, in this or any other electoral
area)

otherwise than as proxy for some other
person? [R]

—Are you the person whose name appears
as A.B. in the list of proxies for this election
as entitled to vote as proxy on behalf of
C.D.? [R]

—Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this election for *(this county) *(this
district) *(this London borough) *(this
county borough),

*delete whichever is inapplicable

(adding in the case of an election for several
electoral areas, in this or any other electoral
area)

as proxy on behalf of C.D.? [R]

—Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or
grandchild of C.D.? [R]

—Are you the person entitled to vote as
proxy on behalf of the elector whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

—Have you already voted here or elsewhere
as proxy on behalf of the elector whose
number on the register of electors is (read
out the number)? [R]

—Are you the spouse, civil partner,

parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child

or grandchild of the person whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

A person applying as proxy Have you already voted at this election for *(this
if the question at entry 2(c) county) *(this district) *(this London borough)
or 3(c) is not answered in the *(this county borough),

affirmative

*delete whichever is inapplicable

(adding, in the case of an election for several
electoral areas, in this or any other electoral area)
on behalf of two persons of whom you are not the
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0. No. Person applying for ballot Question
paper

spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother,
sister, child or grandchild? [R]

5 A person applying as an elector (a) —Did you apply to vote by post?
in relation to whom there is an (b) —Why have you not voted by post?
entry in the postal voters list

6 A person applying as proxy (a) —Did you apply to vote by post as proxy?
who is named in the proxy (b) —Why have you not voted by post as proxy?
postal voters list

(2) In the case of an elector in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, the references in the questions at entries 1(a) and 3(a), (b) and (¢) to reading
from the register shall be taken as references to reading from the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act.

(3) A ballot paper must not be delivered to any person required to answer any of the above
questions unless he has answered each question satisfactorily.

(4) Except as authorised by this rule, no inquiry shall be permitted as to the right of any person
to vote.

Challenge of voter

34. A person must not be prevented from voting by reason only that—

(a) acandidate or his election or polling agent declares that he has reasonable cause to believe
that the person has committed an offence of personation, or

(b) the person is arrested on the grounds that he is suspected of committing or of being about
to commit such an offence.

Voting procedure

35.—(1) A ballot paper must be delivered to a voter who applies for one, and immediately before
delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the elector as stated in the copy of
the register of electors must be called out;

(b) the number of the elector must be marked on the list mentioned in rule 26(3)(d) beside the
number of the ballot paper to be issued to him;

(c) amark must be placed in the register of electors against the number of the elector to note
that a ballot paper has been received but without showing the particular ballot paper which
has been received; and

(d) in the case of a person applying for a ballot paper as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against his name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, he must show the presiding officer his
official poll card and only his number shall be called out in pursuance of paragraph (1)(a).

(3) In the case of an elector who is added to the register in pursuance of a notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (1) is modified as follows—

(a) in sub-paragraph (a), for “copy of the register of electors” substitute “copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;
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(b) in sub-paragraph (c), for “in the register of electors” substitute “on the copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The voter, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith proceed into one of the compartments
in the polling station and there secretly mark his paper and fold it up so as to conceal his vote, and
must then show to the presiding officer the back of the paper, so as to disclose the number and other
unique identifying mark, and put the ballot paper so folded up into the ballot box in the presiding
officer’s presence.

(5) The voter must vote without undue delay, and must leave the polling station as soon as he
has put his ballot paper into the ballot box.

Votes marked by presiding officer
36.—(1) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter—

(a) who is incapacitated by blindness or other disability from voting in the manner directed
by these Rules, or

(b) who declares orally that he is unable to read,

must, in the presence of the polling agents, cause the voter’s vote to be marked on a ballot paper in
the manner directed by the voter, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.

(2) The name and number on the register of electors of every voter whose vote is marked in
pursuance of this rule, and the reason why it is so marked, must be entered on a list (in these Rules
called “the list of votes marked by the presiding officer”).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with the
voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(3) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B) or
(3D) of the 1983 Act(26), paragraph (2) applies as if for “on the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

Voting by persons with disabilities

37.—(1) Ifavoter makes an application to the presiding officer to be allowed, on the ground of—
(a) blindness or other disability, or
(b) inability to read,

to vote with the assistance of another person by whom he is accompanied (in these Rules referred
to as “the companion”), the presiding officer must require the voter to declare, orally or in writing,
whether he is so incapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his inability to read, as to
be unable to vote without assistance.

(2) If the presiding officer—
(a) is satisfied that the voter is so incapacitated, and

(b) is also satisfied by a written declaration made by the companion (in these Rules referred
to as “the declaration made by the companion of a voter with disabilities”) that the
companion—

(1) is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule; and

(26) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(i1) has not previously assisted more than one voter with disabilities to vote at the
election,

the presiding officer must grant the application, and then anything which is by these Rules required
to be done to or by that voter in connection with the giving of his vote may be done to, or with the
assistance of, the companion.

(3) For the purposes of these Rules, a person is a voter with disabilities if he has made such a
declaration as is mentioned in paragraph (1), and a person shall be qualified to assist a voter with
disabilities to vote if that person—

(a) is a person who is entitled to vote as an elector at the election; or

(b) is the father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, son or daughter of the voter and
has attained the age of 18 years.

(4) The name and number in the register of electors of every voter whose vote is given in
accordance with this rule and the name and address of the companion must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as “the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions”).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with the
voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (4) applies as if for “in the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(6) The declaration made by the companion—
(a) must be in the form in the Appendix,

(b) must be made before the presiding officer at the time when the voter applies to vote with
the assistance of a companion, and

(c) must forthwith be given to the presiding officer who must attest and retain it.

(7) No fee or other payment shall be charged in respect of the declaration.

Tendered ballot papers: circumstances where available

38.—(1) If a person, representing himself to be—
(a) a particular elector named on the register and not named in the absent voters list, or

(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for an elector and not entitled to
vote by post as proxy,

applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in person either as the elector or his proxy,
the applicant shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the poll,
be entitled, subject to the following provisions of this rule and rule 39, to mark a ballot paper (in
these Rules referred to as “a tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(2) Paragraph (4) applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular elector named
on the register,

(b) he is also named in the postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post at the election.
(3) Paragraph (4) also applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular person named
as a proxy in the list of proxies,
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(b) he is also named in the proxy postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post as proxy.

(4) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the following provisions of this rule and rule 39, to mark a ballot paper
(in these Rules referred to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(5) Paragraph (6) applies if before the close of the poll but after the last time at which a person
may apply for a replacement postal ballot paper, a person represents himself to be—

(a) aparticular elector named on the register who is also named in the postal voters list, or

(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies and who is also named in the
proxy postal voters list,

and claims that he has lost or has not received his postal ballot paper.

(6) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at
the poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of this rule and rule 39, to mark a ballot paper (in these
Rules referred to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

Tendered ballot papers: general provisions

39.—(1) A tendered ballot paper must—
(a) be of a colour differing from the other ballot papers;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by
him with the name of the voter and his number in the register of electors, and set aside
in a separate packet.

(2) The name of the voter and his number in the register of electors must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as the “tendered votes list”).

(3) In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be endorsed or entered
together with the voter’s name shall be the number of that elector.

(4) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, this rule and rule 38 apply subject to
the following modifications—

(a) inparagraphs (1)(b) and (2) above, the references to the name of the voter shall be ignored;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named on a register or list shall be construed as a
reference to a person whose number appears in the register or list (as the case may be).

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, this rule and rule 38 shall apply as if—

(a) in rule 38(1)(a), (2)(a) and (5)(a), for “named on the register” there were substituted “in
respect of whom a notice under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act has been issued”;

(b) in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”;

(c) in paragraph (2) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”.

Spoilt ballot papers

40. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in such manner that it cannot be
conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering it to the presiding officer and proving to his
satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another ballot paper in the place of the ballot paper
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so delivered (in these Rules referred to as “a spoilt ballot paper”), and the spoilt ballot paper must
be immediately cancelled.

Correction of errors on day of poll

41. The presiding officer must keep a list of persons to whom ballot papers are delivered in
consequence of an alteration to the register made by virtue of section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983
Act which takes effect on the day of the poll.

Adjournment of poll in case of riot

42.—(1) Where the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by riot or
open violence, the presiding officer must adjourn the proceedings till the following day and must
forthwith give notice to the returning officer.

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling station—

(a) the hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourned must be the same as for the original
day; and

(b) references in these Rules to the close of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

Procedure on close of poll

43.—(1) As soon as practicable after the close of the poll, the presiding officer must, in the
presence of the polling agents, make up into separate packets, sealed with his own seal and the seals
of such polling agents as desire to affix their seals—

(a) each ballot box in use at the station, sealed so as to prevent the introduction of additional
ballot papers and unopened, but with the key, if any, attached,

(b) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together,
(c) the tendered ballot papers,

(d) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the list of proxies,

(e) the lists prepared under rule 17 including the parts which were completed in accordance
with rule 35(1)(b) (together referred to in these Rules as “the completed corresponding
number lists™),

() the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

(g) the tendered votes list, the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the list
of votes marked by the presiding officer, a statement of the number of voters whose votes
are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads “disability”” and “unable to read”,
the list maintained under rule 41 (correction of errors on day of poll), and the declarations
made by the companions of voters with disabilities,

and must deliver the packets or cause them to be delivered to the returning officer to be taken charge
of by him; but if the packets are not delivered by the presiding officer personally to the returning
officer, the arrangements for their delivery shall require the returning officer’s approval.

(2) The marked copies of the register of electors and of the list of proxies must be in one packet
but must not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates
as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(3) The packets must be accompanied by a statement (in these Rules referred to as “the ballot
paper account”) made by the presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him,
and accounting for them under the heads of ballot papers issued and not otherwise accounted for,
unused, spoilt and tendered ballot papers.
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CHAPTER 4

Counting of Votes

Attendance at counting of votes

44.—(1) The returning officer must make arrangements for counting the votes in the presence of
the counting agents as soon as practicable after the close of the poll, and must give to the counting
agents notice in writing of the time and place at which he will begin to count the votes.

(2) No person other than—
(a) the returning officer and his clerks,
(b) the candidates and one other person chosen by each of them,
(c) the election agents,
(d) the counting agents,

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000,

may be present at the counting of the votes, unless permitted by the returning officer to attend.

(3) A person not entitled to attend at the counting of the votes shall not be permitted to do so
by the returning officer unless he—

(a) is satisfied that the efficient counting of the votes will not be impeded; and
(b) has either consulted the election agents or thought it impracticable to do so.

(4) The returning officer must give the counting agents all such reasonable facilities for
overseeing the proceedings, and all such information with respect to them, as he can give them
consistently with the orderly conduct of the proceedings and the discharge of his duties in connection
with them.

(5) In particular, where the votes are counted by sorting the ballot papers according to the
candidate for whom the vote is given and then counting the number of ballot papers for each
candidate, the counting agents shall be entitled to satisfy themselves that the ballot papers are
correctly sorted.

The count

45.—(1) The returning officer must—

(a) in the presence of the counting agents open each ballot box and count and record the
number of ballot papers in it;

(b) in the presence of the election agents verify each ballot paper account; and

(c) count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record the number
counted.

(2) The returning officer must not count the votes given on any ballot papers until—

(a) in the case of postal ballot papers, they have been mixed with the ballot papers from at
least one ballot box, and

(b) in the case of ballot papers from a ballot box, they have been mixed with the ballot papers
from at least one other ballot box.

(3) A postal ballot paper must not be taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) it is returned in the manner set out in paragraph (4) and reaches the returning officer or
any polling station in the electoral area in question before the close of the poll;
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(b) the postal voting statement, duly signed, is also returned in the manner set out in
paragraph (4) and reaches him or such a polling station before that time;

(c) the postal voting statement also states the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case
may be), and

(d) in a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of an elector or proxy
have been prescribed by regulations made under the 1983 Act(27), the returning officer
(having taken such steps) verifies the date of birth and signature of the elector or proxy
(as the case may be).

(4) The manner in which any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may be returned—
(a) to the returning officer, is by hand or by post;
(b) to a polling station, is by hand.

(5) The returning officer must not count any tendered ballot paper.

(6) The returning officer, while counting and recording the number of ballot papers and counting
the votes, must keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards and take all proper precautions for
preventing any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks printed on the
back of the papers.

(7) The returning officer must verify each ballot paper account by comparing it with the number
of ballot papers recorded by him, and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his possession and the
tendered votes list (opening and resealing the packets containing the unused and spoilt ballot papers
and the tendered votes list) and must draw up a statement as to the result of the verification, which
any election agent may copy.

(8) The returning officer must so far as practicable proceed continuously with counting the votes,
allowing only time for refreshment, except that he may exclude the hours between 7 in the evening
and 9 on the following morning.

(9) During the time so excluded the returning officer must—

(a) place the ballot papers and other documents relating to the election under his own seal and
the seals of such of the counting agents as desire to affix their seals; and

(b) otherwise take proper precautions for the security of the papers and documents.

Re-count

46.—(1) A candidate or his election agent may, if present when the counting or any re-count of
the votes is completed, require the returning officer to have the votes re-counted or again re-counted
but the returning officer may refuse to do so if in his opinion the request is unreasonable.

(2) No step shall be taken on the completion of the counting or any re-count of votes until the
candidates and election agents present at its completion have been given a reasonable opportunity
to exercise the right conferred by this rule.

Rejected ballot papers
47.—(1) Any ballot paper—
(a) which does not bear the official mark, or
(b) on which votes are given for more candidates than the voter is entitled to vote for, or

(c) on which anything is written or marked by which the voter can be identified except the
printed number and other unique identifying mark on the back, or

(27) Seeregulations 85 and 85A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/341), which
were inserted by S.I. 2006/2910.
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(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty,
shall, subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), be void and not counted.

(2) Where the voter is entitled to vote for more than one candidate, a ballot paper shall not be
deemed to be void for uncertainty as respects any vote as to which no uncertainty arises and that
vote must be counted.

(3) A ballot paper on which the vote is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place, or
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross, or
(c) by more than one mark,

shall not for such reason be deemed to be void (either wholly or as respects that vote) if an intention
that the vote shall be for one or other of the candidates clearly appears, and the way the paper is
marked does not itself identify the voter and it is not shown that he can be identified by it.

(4) The returning officer must—

(a) endorse the word “rejected” on any ballot paper which under this rule is not to be counted;
and

(b) in the case of a ballot paper on which any vote is counted under paragraph (2), endorse the
words “rejected in part” on the ballot paper and indicate which vote or votes have been
counted;

and must add to the endorsement the words “rejection objected to” if any objection is made by a
counting agent to his decision.

(5) The returning officer must draw up a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected,
including those rejected in part, under the several heads of—

(a) want of official mark;

(b) voting for more candidates than the voter is entitled to;
(c) writing or mark by which the voter could be identified;
(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty;

and the statement must record the number of ballot papers rejected in part.

Decisions on ballot papers

48. The decision of the returning officer on any question arising in respect of a ballot paper shall
be final, but shall be subject to review on an election petition.

Equality of votes

49. Where, after the counting of the votes (including any re-count) is completed, an equality
of votes is found to exist between any candidates and the addition of a vote would entitle any of
those candidates to be declared elected, the returning officer must forthwith decide between those
candidates by lot, and proceed as if the candidate on whom the lot falls had received an additional
vote.
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PART 4

Final Proceedings in Contested and Uncontested Elections

Declaration of result

50.—(1) In a contested election, when the result of the poll has been ascertained, the returning
officer must forthwith—

(a) declare to be elected the candidate or candidates to whom more votes have been given
than to the other candidates, up to the number of councillors to be elected;

(b) give notice of the name of each candidate to whom sub-paragraph (a) applies to the proper
officer of the council for which the election is held; and

(c) give public notice of the name of each candidate elected and of the total number of votes
given for each candidate (whether elected or not) together with the number of rejected
ballot papers under each head shown in the statement of rejected ballot papers.

(2) In an uncontested election, the returning officer must as soon as practicable after the latest
time for the delivery of notices of withdrawals of candidature—

(a) declare to be elected the person or persons remaining validly nominated;

(b) give notice of the name of each person to whom sub-paragraph (a) applies to the proper
officer of the council for which the election is held; and

(c) give public notice of the name of each such person.

PART 5

Disposal of Documents

Sealing up of ballot papers

51.—(1) On the completion of the counting at a contested election the returning officer must seal
up in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers, including ballot papers rejected in part.

(2) The returning officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered ballot papers,
(b) the completed corresponding number lists,
(c) certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll, or

(d) marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.

Delivery of documents to relevant registration officer

52.—(1) The returning officer must then forward to the relevant registration officer the following
documents—

(a) the packets of ballot papers in his possession,

(b) the ballot paper accounts and the statements of rejected ballot papers and of the result of
the verification of the ballot paper accounts,

(c) thetendered votes lists, the lists of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the lists
of votes marked by the presiding officer and the related statements, the lists maintained
under rule 41, and the declarations made by the companions of voters with disabilities,
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(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists,
(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll, and

(f) the packets containing marked copies of registers (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal voters list, of the
lists of proxies and of the proxy postal voters list.

(2) In this rule and in rules 53, 54 and 55 references to the relevant registration officer are to the
registration officer of the local authority in whose area the election is held.

Orders for production of documents

53.—(1) An order—

(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected ballot papers, including ballot papers
rejected in part, in the custody of the relevant registration officer; or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any
counted ballot papers in his custody,

may be made by a county court, if the court is satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required
for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of an election petition.

(2) An order for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any counted
ballot papers in the custody of the relevant registration officer may be made by an election court.

(3) An order under this rule may be made subject to such conditions as to—
(a) persons,
(b) time,
(c) place and mode of inspection,
(d) production or opening,

as the court making the order may think expedient; but in making and carrying into effect an order
for the opening of a packet of the completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to
employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of counted ballot papers, care must
be taken that the way in which the vote of any particular elector has been given shall not be disclosed
until it has been proved—

(i) that his vote was given; and
(i1) that the vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
(4) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of a county court under this rule.

(5) Any power given under this rule to a county court may be exercised by any judge of the court
otherwise than in open court.

(6) Where an order is made for the production by the relevant registration officer of any document
in his possession relating to any specified election—

(a) the production by him or his agent of the document ordered in such manner as may
be directed by that order shall be conclusive evidence that the document relates to the
specified election; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of ballot papers so produced shall be prima facie evidence
that the ballot papers are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(7) The production from proper custody of—

(a) a ballot paper purporting to have been used at any election, and
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(b) acompleted corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the number
of the ballot paper,

shall be prima facie evidence that the elector whose vote was given by that ballot paper was the
person whose entry in the register of electors or on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act at the time of the election contained the same number as the number written as
mentioned in subparagraph (b) of this paragraph.

(8) Save as by this rule provided, no person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected or counted
ballot papers in the possession of the relevant registration officer or open any sealed packets of the
completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of
the poll.

Retention of documents

54. The relevant registration officer must retain for one year all documents relating to an election
forwarded to him in pursuance of these Rules by a returning officer, and then, unless otherwise
directed by an order of a county court, a Crown Court, a magistrates’ court or an election court, must
cause them to be destroyed.

PART 6
Death of Candidate

Countermand or abandonment of poll on death of a candidate

55.—(1) If at a contested election proof'is given to the returning officer’s satisfaction before the
result of the election is declared that one of the persons named or to be named as candidate in the
ballot papers has died, then the returning officer must countermand notice of the poll or, if polling has
begun, direct that the poll be abandoned, and the provisions of subsections (1) and (5) of section 39
of the 1983 Act(28) apply in respect of any vacancy which remains unfilled.

(2) Where the poll is abandoned by reason of a candidate’s death no further ballot papers shall be
issued, and the presiding officer at any polling station must take the like steps (so far as not already
taken) for the delivery to the returning officer of ballot boxes and ballot papers and other documents
as he is required to take on the close of the poll in due course.

(3) The returning officer must dispose of ballot papers and other documents in his possession
as he is required to do on the completion in due course of the counting of the votes, subject to
paragraphs (4) and (5).

(4) It is not necessary for any ballot paper account to be prepared or verified.

(5) The returning officer must seal up all the ballot papers, whether the votes on them have been
counted or not, and it shall not be necessary to seal up counted and rejected ballot papers in separate
packets.

(6) The provisions of these Rules as to the inspection, production, retention and destruction of
ballot papers and other documents by the relevant registration officer relating to a poll at an election
shall apply to any such documents relating to a poll abandoned by reason of a candidate’s death,
subject to paragraphs (7) and (8).

(7) Ballot papers on which the votes were neither counted nor rejected must be treated as counted
ballot papers.

(28) Subsection (1) of section 39 was amended by the Local Government Act 1985 (c.51), Schedule 17, and the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50), section 19(2).
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(8) No order is to be made for—
(a) the inspection or production of any ballot papers, or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

unless the order is made by a court with reference to a prosecution.

PART 7
Appendix of Forms

Note:—The forms contained in this Appendix may be adapted so far as circumstances require.
— Form of Nomination Paper
Form of Candidate’s Consent to Nomination
Form of Front of Ballot Paper
Form of Back of Ballot Paper
Directions as to Printing the Ballot Paper
Corresponding Number List L1
Corresponding Number List L2
Form of Postal Voting Statement
Official Poll Card (to be sent to an elector voting in person)
Official Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an elector voting by post)
Official Proxy Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)
Official Proxy Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)
Form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voting
Form of Certificate of Employment

Form of declaration to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities
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Rule 4

Local Government Elections Office Usa Snly
Tuads delmmarad T rwet el aradl Tratads

Form of Nomination Paper

SELECTION OF COUNCILLORS A COURCILLOR forihe o,
*Electoral dnvisienward of the *county/district Londen borough/county borowgh of

*Defete winichever is irappropriete

Drate of election. ..o

We, the undersigned, being local government electors for the said *electoral division'ward do herchy
nominals the under-mentioned person as a candidate at the said clection.

Camdidate’s nher Commaonky Commanly Description | Home Address
AUrAmE Toremamas in usid usid (i any) i Tuill
Tull AU Torenames S MO e
(il ) (il vy than sx words

]

Froposer

W, the undersigned being local govemment
electors for the saxd ®zlectornl divisionward, do
hereby assent 1o the foregoing nomination

Electaral Mumber
Signature Frint Mame Polling Dhstrict MNumber

Signature
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NOTES

1. The afiention of canshidaies and eleciors = dawn o the rules for fillmg wp nomination papers and
ather provisions relating io nomination papers contained in the election rules m Schedule 2 to the
Laocal Ebections (Principal Arcas) Rules 2006.

2. Where a candidate is commenly knewwn by some titke they may be described by their tithe as af il
were their sumame.

3 Where a candidate commonly wses a nams which is different from any ofhier name they have, the
commanly wed name may alse appear on the nomination paper, but if' it doss so, the commonly
used mame (instead of any other name) will appear on the ballot paper

4. But the ballot paper will show the other name of the retuming officer thinks that the use of the
commanly wsed name may

(a) be likely to mislesd or confuse electors, or
(b that the commaonly used name is obscene or offenaive.
5 The description, if anv, can anly be

{2} one ceriified as an authonised or regisiered descnpiion as mentioned in nale 5 of the
clection rules, or
(by  the word *Independent™
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6 An elector may not —
{a) subseribe more nomination papers than there are vacancies o be filled in the glectoral
area in which the clection i held: or
(b) subscribe a nomination paper for more than one electoral arca in the same
*eounty/district Tondon borough/'cownty borough.
7. Inthis Form “elector”
{a} means a person whose name is registered in the regisier of loeal governmeni electors for
the electoral arca in question on the last day for the publication of notice of election; and
(k) includes a person then shown in the register as below voting age ift (but only if) it appears
fromm the register that be will be of voting age on e day fied for the poll.
%  However, o person who has an anomymous entry in the register of lozal povernment eleciors
cannot eminats a candidate for election.

*Deilete winichever iy prappropricle
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Ruls 7
Local Government Elections

Form of Candidate’s Consent to Nomination

Froa al form
Drate of heetiom .ou v iinre s iennscnn s crn e

Timamie i A0 e e e e eae e
L T

hereby comsent to my nomimation 25 2 candidate for election as councillor for the
electoral divisien'ward) of the *county/distrct London borough'county

*Detete whichever is inappropriate

1 declare that on the day of my nomination [ am qualified and that, if there iz a poll on the day of
glection, [ will be qualified to be so clected by virtne of being on that day or those days a qualifying
Commonwealth citizen, a citizen of the Republic of Ireland or a citizen of another Member State of
the Ewropean Community, who has attained the age of 18 yoars and that

* {03 1 am registered as a local prvemment elector for the area of the *county/district’'or London
borough/county borough named above in respect of
........................................................................................... (epaadifving address in fulll

and my electoral mumber {see Mote belowiis, .o, Lor

* (b3 1 have during the whole of the 12 months preceding that day or those days occupied as owner or
temand of the following land or sther premises in the anea [desoriphion and address of land or
2 1 PP
*{eh my prncipal or only place of work during those 12 months has been i that

*county idistrict London borough'county borough at [give address of place of woark and, where
prprOpriete, R o ETPIEET] oo s e s s e s e ;

weay T

*{d) | have during the whole of those twelve months resided in that area at
coenensanndgive address i full)

*Delete whichever is inappropriats

I declare that 1o the best of my knowlkedge and beliel | am not disqualified for being electesd by reason
of any disqualification set out in section 80 of the Local Government Act 1972 or any decision made
under scction 79 of the Local Government Act 2000, {copies of which are printed overleaf) and 1 do
nol hokl a politieally restricted post, within the meaning of Part 1 of the Local Government and
Housmg Act 1989, under a local authority, within the meaning of that Part.

Date ofbirth e
SIEmallife e e e e
Date of consent

Signed m my prescnce

Signature of WHNESS ..oieiin e

Mame and address of WHIIESS ..o s e e s e
(WEITE CLEARLY)

Maoles
1. A person’s electoral number 1s his number in the register to be used at the election (incleding the
distinetrve letter of the parliamentary polling district in which he i= registerad),
2 A candidate who is qualified by more than one qualification may complete any of those that may
apply.
Back of form
Kot out sections 50 and 81 of the Local Governmenr Act 1972 and section 7% of the Local
Crovernment Aot 2000 fas amended from time to fine),
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Rule 16

Local Government Elections

Form of Front of Ballot Paper

VOTE FOR NO MORE

CANDIDA'L

BASWRA

Parcsh Baswra

Birmingham B10 9JG
Liberal Democrat

20 Kincade Road. Small Heath,

CRANLEY

2 Alana Cranley
4 Kennil Reoad, Pern
Birmingham B32 511

Green Party

v Bar,

he
%
s

EDGBASTON
Richard Edgbaston

GUNNIL-W

6 Tagwood Lane, Small Heath,
Bumingham B10 0BH

The Commen Good Party

33 Horsemeadow Lane. Sheldon,
Bumingham B25 3GD

The Labour Party Candidate

Cgiﬁ mon
Good

Labour ¥

S5M

H

21 Tern
Birmingham B32 SIP

Independent

CATHERINE ANGELINA Smith
Grove, Selly Oak,

SMITH

Barmungham Bdd 41N

The Conservatve Party

KEITH JAMES Smilh
The Links, 3 Kimgsdown Road,

>

Conservatives

Form of Back of Ballot Paper

MNumber
Other Unigue Tdentifving Mark

Election for the *(... ... ...

T countyy

(=] 1 RPN rees 20,

S Defete whichever is inappropriate
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Rube 162)
Laocal Government Elections
Directions as to Printing the Ballot Paper

1. Mothing is to be printed on the hallot paper except in aceordance with these directions.

2. 5o far m practicable, the following arrangements shall be observed m the printing of the ballot
papet=-

jad no word shall be printed on the face except the direction “VOTE FOR NO MORE
THAM....... CANIIDATES' or, where only one candidate & 1o be slected, “VOTE FOR
ONE CANDIDATE ONLY', the particulars of the candilates and words forming part of
emhlems;

no rule shall be printed on the face cxcept the hormomtal mule separating the direction
mentioned in paragraph yal above from the particolars of the candidates and the horizontal
rules separating the particulars of the candulates from ome anather and the vertical rubes
separating those particalars from the numbers on the lefi-hand side and the spaces on the right
whers the vole is 0 be marked:

the whole space between the top and bottom of the paper shall be equally divided between the
direction mentiomed in paragraph (o) above and each of the candidates by the horizental rales
micnalioned m r.mragraph .!'Il!_n' abwrve.

i

L3

Mothimg i paragraph 2 prohibats the face of the ballot paper comtainmg more than one colimn of
numibers, candidate’s particulars and spaces where the vole is to be marked. I the retuming officer
thimks it i approprate for the ballot paper to ke prnted with more than ane column, in sech a case,
ench column must be separaied by o double veriical rule.

3. The direction mentioned in paragraph 2¢w) above shall be printed in largs capitals.

4. The surname of cach candidate shall in all cases be printed by itself in large caprtals, and their full
particulars shall be set out bebow it and shall be printed in ordinary tvpe except that small capitals
shall be used —

el if the surname is the same as anather candidate's, for their other names; and

¢hd al the other names are also the same as the aiher candidate’s, either for their home address or
for his descriphion unless each of them is the same as that of another candadate with the same
sumame and other names.

5 Where an emblem is to be printed agamst a canslidate’s particulars
dal it shall ke printed between the candidate’s particulars and the vertical rule separating the
candidate’s particulars from the spaces where the vote is to be marked; and
i its size as printed shall not excesd two contimetres sguanc.

6. The number and other unique identilying mark shall be printest on the back of the ballol paper.
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Rule 17
Corresponding Mumber List — L1
ito be used at a local government election taken alone)

Elecioral

drasiontward: e

Date of Poll: ; I

Sheel Mo e

Ballul Faper Number Unigue Ldentifying Mark Elector Number

fit B canmpletad only in
respect af ballot papers
ixswed to postal velers)
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Rule 17
Corresponding Mumber List — 1.2
(1o be used m polling stations at a local govermment
election taken alone)

Electaral
division'ward:
Diate af Poll:

Sheet No.:

Rallat Poper Mumiber Elector Number

39



Document Generated: 2023-04-25
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

Rule 22
Form of Postal Voting Statement
ifor use at local government elections)

Postal Voting Statement

eter'sname: Ballot pager Ma. s
*Retwrming Cfficer fo frsert mome but amif wiheee bailer papers senf o an adomvimons eleclord
|ather identifving mark|

You must provide vour [§ sigmture and ] date of bicth. 10you do nid, the pastal voling
statement will be mvalid and vour voie will not be counted,

I AMTHE FERSON THE BALLOT PAPER NUMBERED ABOVE WAS SENT TO

{waber’s date of hirth)

Diate af birth | | || | | | | | |

(woler’s signaturs)
#3mnature NMPORTANT — Keep
signature within border

tRetwramong Offfcer to omit where a pevmon has heen granted a wanaer)

Electoral firaud is a erime. You must nod vole using it hallot paper that is not addressed 1o
wyow or inferfere with ansther vater’s ballod paper.

FLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

[ssued by the Retuming Officer

IMNSTREUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

Complete the ballot paper voursell and in private. IT vou need help contact the Returning
Oilicer’s stafl as shown below

|comtnct details for assistance
inchude address as appropriate]

1 You must provide your [0 signature and] date of birth, IT you do ned, the postal voling
statemant will be moealid and your vodeis) will mot be counted

2 [Vodo for no more than [... ] candidates] [Vote for ONE candidate enlv]. Do ot mark your
balbst paper m any ather way or vour voles(sh may nol be counted.

3. Mark a eroas (X) in the box on the right hand side of the ballot paper opposile the name of
the candidatex) you are voling for,

4. If vou need help voting. the person helping you must not tell anyons how vou voted.

2 Put the ballot paper in the small envelope marked A and scal it

6. Complete the pestal voling statemel by sigiing it, and providing vour date of berth.

T Then put the emvebepe marked A& topether with the postal voling statement in the larger
cavelope marked B, Retwm it straightaway.

8 Afier receiving this postal voie, you cannot vole in persom at a polling station at this
election.

% IF vou accidenfally spodl your ballot paper, you can apply fo the Reluming Officer for a
replacement before 5 pam. on [davdate of poil]. Yow mest return the spoilt ballot paper, the
postal voling statement, and the ervelopes marked A and B, Make sure vou contact the
Hetuming Officer as soon as possible,
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¥ Your ballot paper and the postal voting statement must be received by the Returning Officer
by 10pm on [day/'dare of padl]. You can deliver your completed postal vole to any polling
atation in your clectoral area’ward on pollmg day.

Electoral frand is a crime. You muosi not vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed (o

you or interfere with another voter’s hallot paper,

It i illegal to vole more than onee (unlass vou are appointed as o prosy for another elector)

at the same clection,

# Remvrning Officer to omi where a person has been granfed @ waiver)
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OFFICIAL POLL CARD Rule 25
(1o be sent 1o an elector voling in persomn)
Frowt of card
OFFICIAL POLL CARD

Council: Mumber on register:
Electoral division ward: *Name
Palling Diav: e

® Address
Polling hours: 7 aum. to 10 pom.
Your polling station will be: *{Rerurning Oficer to. amit where poll card sent o an

anceymens elector. Poll aard o anorymons electar

miust b delivered in a sealed eavelope. )

*This cord is For information onky, Yow con vide withowt it, bot it will save vou time il vou
take it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there.

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Baek of card

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

*When you go to the polling station., tell the clerk your nome and address, as shown on the front
of the card.

*The clerk will confirm vour details on the register.

When you are given your ballot paper. go to one of the pelling booths, Mark a cross (X) in the
b e the mght hamel side of the balket paper oppesite the namels) o the candadateds ) vou ane
wvoling for,

|Vote for no more than |... | candidates] |Vote for ONE candidate only]. Do not pui any
other mark on the ballot paper, or vour vole may not be counted,

If you spoil your ballot paper by mistake, show il to the presiding officer and ask for a
replacement.

Fold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and other unsque identitving
mark on the hack of the ballot paper, but do not let anvene sce vour vote. Put the ballot paper in
the ballot box and leave the polling statwon.

If you will be away on the date of the poll —

*  Wou can apply to vote by post. Your application must be recerved by the Returning Officer
before Spm on /-1 deydate deadiine]. If vou are given a postal vote, vou will not be
entitled 1o vole in person at this election.

= Wou can apply 1o vate by proxy (this means someone ele can vole on your behall), Your
application must be recetved before Spm on (-6 day'dare deadling]. 1If you appoint a proxy,
wou can still vole in this election yourself if vou do so before your proxy has voted for yvou,

In certain circumstances it may be possible to apply to vote by proxy after -6 dawdate deadiine].

To change any of your voding arrangements please contact [elpd ne sisnber] as soon as possible,

Issued by the Beturning Officer
[Whera poil card sent fo on anonvevses alector substiiute for the parapraphs sorked with
* above=
You must have this card with you when you vede. You canned vote without it

When vou go to the polling station, ask to speak to the presiding officer and show them this
caril.

The presiding oflicer will confirm your eniry on ihe regisier|.
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OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD Rule 25
(1o be sent o an elector voling by post)
Frowt of card
OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD
Coungil: This nodice is to tell vou that you have asked to vole
by post for this election, and you will not be able to
Electoral divisson/ward: vole in a polling station. If vou want o cancel vour
pl.u.‘la.| Wil p|e:mu call the hﬁlp“ns number shawn
For the ebection on; [daydate] below before Spm on [~ 1 daydate deaaline),
] We will semd your postal voiing papers
Humibir on Register: around [daydare].
. Mlddressed to;
Mame and Address; {Name and Address)
BReturming Officer to amit where pall It your postal voting papers hav_e not
coral sent to oot anorvmous glector. Poll | arvived by [dayidase] call: [hefpline
cerrd fid e maus alector st e namber| and ask for h'IF'
detivered in a sealed emvelepel

If vou lose or acoidentally spoil vour postal ballod paper. pleass call the helpline number shown
abarve as soon as posaible. Roplacement ballot papers can only be isswed before 3 pm. on

[efaryafaate o pei].

This card is to provide you with information about voting by posi.

SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Back af card

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

When vou receive your postal voting pack, please read the istractions with it carcfully befors
completing yeur postal ballod paper.

3o nod let anvene see your vole. IF you need help voling, the person helping you musi nod tell
anyone how vou have voted. You can get independent lelp from the Returning Officer please
call the helpline mumber shown below,

You must sign the postal voting statement {unless you have been granted a waiver by prior
arrangement with the Retuming Officer) and provide your date of birth. This is a secarity
measure. 10 will not affect your vote of mean it can be identificd. Without vour signaierc and
date af birth the statement will not be valil and your vole will not be counted. The Retuming
(HTicer can cross check your sipnature against other reconds that they hold.

If you lose or accidentally spoil vour ballot paper. ploase call the helpline number shown below
as woom as possible. We can only issue replacement postal ballot papers before 3 pm. an
[diyate of poil],

Complete and retusn vour postal vote & soom as possible. The Returning Officer must reocive
vour pastal vote by 1lpm on [daviedere of pail]. Yeu can deliver voar completed voting papers
to any polling station in the electoral area,

If yvou want to vods i person at these elections, vou must cancel vour postal vote befiore 5 pam.
on [+ I daivdiate deadline].

It you need any assistance, please call our helpling on: [Felpline namiber].

Tt is an offence to vote using a ballot paper ihat was nof addressed fo you.

Issued by the Retumnmg Officer
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OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARID Hule 25
(10 be sent (o an appomied proxy voling in person)
Frons of card

OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD

Coaneil: *This poll card is to tell you that for this election,
the elector named on the back of this card has
Electoral division ward: appomicd vou as their prosy.

Palling Day: *Proxy s name
Polling hewrs: T aum. o W pom. |

Elector's polling station will be:
“(Returning Officer to amit where poll card sent to the
proxy af an amomemens efector, Foll card 1o preoy of
AUV dlector mict be delivered in & sealed
envlope. )

“This card is for information salv. You can vote without it bt it will save time i vou take
it tos the polling station amd show it to the clerk there,

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD

Back af card
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

*This poll card is to tell you that for this clection you are appoinicl as proxy for:

*{Elector's mame)

¥ Elector's address)

#{Elector's number on register)

“When you ge to the polling statw, tell the clerk that yea wish to vete as proxy on behalf of
the vater shawn above,

The clerk will confirm the details on the register.

When you are given the ballot paper, go to one of the polling booths. Mark a cross (X) m the
o an the right hand side of the ballet paper opposits the name{=) of the candidates) the
elector s voting for.

[Voibe for no more than |... | candidates] [Vote for ONE candidate only]. Do not put any
other mark on ihe balloi paper, or ihe vote may not be counted.

If wou spaoil the ballod paper by mistake, show it to the presiding officer and ask for a
replacemsent,

Fold the ballot paper in twe. Show the presiding officer the number and other unigue
ubentifying mark om the back of the balkst paper, but do not et anyone see the vote, Put the
ballot paper in the ballot box and leave the polling station.

If vou will b away on the date of the poll, you con apply before Spm on §-F ! dawdare
dzcadling] to vote by post. I you are given a postal voie, vou or the elector will mor be entitled
T wole i person at this clection.

The persen who appointed you as proxy may vote at this election. If they wish to do so they
must vole in person before vou vote en thew behalf,

44



Document Generated: 2023-04-25
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

It is illegal to do any of the following:
®  Viole more than onee (unbess vou are appoanted as o prosy for another elector) at the same
election,

*  Vole as a proxy at the same election for two or more persons unless you are their spouss,
evil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandehild,

«  Vole as a prosy for a person if vou know that the peraon is subject to a legal incapacity to
vole.

If voru neesd any assistance, please call our helpline on: [ helpline number].
Issued by the Betuming Officer

[ Where podl cord sent o the proogy of an anonymoes alector substitute for the tet marked with
* b

You muast have this card with you when yon vode, you cannod voie as proxy without it

You are eititled to vobe as proxy for the clector whose electoral number is shown below:

{Elector's mumber on register)

To vote as proxy yvou must go to the polling statsen shown on the fromt of this card. Ask o
speak Lo the presidmg officer and show them this cand].
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OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARID Ruls 25
{to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)
Frant of card
OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
Council: Thizs poll card is te tell you that for this election, the
elector named on the hack of this card has appoinisd
Electoral divisionward: you as their proxy and vou have decided 1o vote by
post. You will not be able to vote on behalf of the
For the election on: [dlayidre] elector in a polling station, If you want to cancel this
postal vols and vode i person on polling day, please
Mame and Address {Prosy ): call the helpline member shown below before Spm on

J-11 daydate deadfing].
We will send the proxy postal voting papers
avound [day/date].

IT the postal voting papers have not arrived
by [day/dute]| please call: [helpfine mumber)
and ask for help.

If vou bose or accidentally spoil the electos’s postal balled paper, please call the helpline number
shovam above as soom as possible. Replacement ballot papers can only be msued beforg Spm on

[y idiatie caf posll],

This card is to provide vou with information aboot voting by post.
SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Beck of card
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

“This poll card is to tell you thai for ihis election you are appoinied as proxy for the
elector namesd bebiw and vou have decided 1o vole by post.

*{Elector's addiess)

When you receive the pastal votmg pack, please read the instructions with it carefully before
campleting the postal ballol paper.

Do ot Jet anyone see vour vote, It you nesd help voting, the person helping you must not tell
anyons how you have voled

You must sign the postal voting statement (unless you have been granted a waner by prior
arrangement with the Heturning Officer) and provide your date of birth. This is a security
measure. [t will not affect your vols or mean it can be identificd. 'Withowt your signature and
date of brith the statement will not be valid sisd vour vote will aot be couted.  The Returming
Officer can cross check your signature against ther recards they held.

If vou bose or accidentally spoil the postal ballot paper. please call the helpline number below as
soam as possible. We can enly issue replacement postal ballot papers before Spm on [dendae
of ol

Complete and retum the postal vole as soon as possible. The Betuming Officer must receive the
postal vode by 10pm on [dapdare of poll]. You can deliver vour completed voting papers to any
pelling station in your dlectoral arca'wasd.

If you wanl Io vole in person as a proxy at these elections, you must cancel your postal vole
hefore 5 pom. on [-1§ day'date deadling].
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It is illegal to do any of the following:
®  Viole more than onee (unbess vou are appoanted as o prosy for another elector) at the same
election,

*  Vole as a proxy at the same election for two or more persons unless you are their spouss,
evil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandehild,

«  Vole as a prosy for a person if vou know that the peraon is subject to a legal incapacity to
vole.

If voru neesd any assistance, please call our helpline on: [ helpline number].

Issued by the Retumning Odficer

[Where podl card sent fo the praxy of an amenymass alacior substitide for tee text marked with
* crhores-

This poll card is to tell yvou that for this election von are appointed as proxy for the elector
whose electoral number is shown below and you have decided to vote by post,

Wou are entithed o vobe as proxy for the elector whaese electoral number is shown below:

(Elector’s number on regiater]].
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Rule i)
Local Government Electinns

Form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voting

GUIDANCE FOR VOTERS
i. When vou are given your ballot paper go 1o one of the polling bowths
z Mark a cross (X) in the box on the right hand side of the ballot paper opposite the

waine(s) of the candidate(s) vou are voting for,

3 [¥ote for noomeore than - candidates] [Vote for ONE candidate only]. Put no other
ik on the ballot paper, or vour vote(s) may not be counted

4. Fold the ballot paper n two. Show the presiding officer the number and other unique
identifying mark on the back of the ballot paper, but do not let anyene see yvour vote.

ES Fut the ballot paper in the ballot box and leave the polling station.

6. If you spoil vour hallot paper by mistake, show it to the presiding officer and ask for
a replacement,

Houle 34}
Local Government Elections
Form of Certificate of Employment
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACTS
Elaction in the *(... e Fll:emraldm-nmwa:d]alm
*eounty district/ L.nndnn baroughmunn hnmughnt'
[ cerify that {name)... crereierareeien. Whoo & nuimbered

e, i lhe reg:s‘-ﬂer :}f eleﬂcm l'ur 11|¢ elﬂloml area named above canned
rmmnabl'f hv: expected 1o go m person 1o the polling station allotled 1o him or her at the
election [date af poil] by reason of the particular circumstances of his or her employment on
that date for a purpose connected with the election —

* oy as a constahle
* ibi by me
Signature R [

* R:ll.u'nlngﬂ]'ﬁn.-:r Paolice Officer {]mp-:l.'lur :rr.lhuwj
Diale e
*elete whichever is inappropriate

Mote:- The person named above is entitled to vote al any polling station of the above clectoral
area on production aind survender of this certificate to the presiding officer.
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Kule 37
Local Government Elections
Form of declaration to be made by the companion
of a voter with disabilities

L i e e e e e e (mame of companion),
S {adkdress of companion)
having been requested B 835151 ..o (mamie of alector)
[in the case af'a voter with disabilities woling ax proay, adding volmg as presy for
........................................................ (name of clector) whose number on the register
BBeeiiiiini i o record their vote at the chection now being held in this clectoral area’].

hereby declare that

o 1 am entitlod to vole a an ebector at the said election

o Tamihe® . of the said voter and have attained the age of 18 years, and
o | have mol previosly assisted any voler with disabilities [except
(mame of other electorh, of .. .. (address of other elector)]
o vobe at the said clection.

“Snare the relationsihip of e companion to the voter

Shmel o (Cmpanion)

I, the umbersigmed, being the presiding offiee for oo (pelling station) for the
................................. ehectoral division ward of ... bereby certifly
that the above declarstion, having been Dt read to the above-named companion and was signed by the

COMPanion in my prescce.

Blned e (Presiding Officer)
TRILE oo e
B {am/pim)

NOTE

1. It the person making the above declaration knowingly and wilfully makes therein a statement
fakae in a material particular, he will be guilty of an offence

d

M wader with disabilities 1= 2 veder who has madde 2 declaration unsler local elections rules that
he & s meapaciated by his blindness or other disabality, or by his inobality o read, os to be
unable te vode withoul assistance.
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SCHEDULE 3 Rule 4

Rules for Conduct of an Election of Councillors of a Principal Area where
the Poll is taken together with the Poll at a Relevant Election or Referendum
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Provision of polling stations

Appointment of presiding officers and polling clerks
Issue of official poll cards
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PART 6
Death of Candidate

55.  Countermand or abandonment of poll on death of a candidate

PART 7
Appendix of Forms
Signature
Explanatory Note
PART 1

Provisions as to Time

Timetable

1. The proceedings at the election shall be conducted in accordance with the following Table.

Timetable
Proceedings Time
Publication of notice of election Not later than the twenty-fifth day before the day
of election.
Delivery of nomination papers Not later than noon on the nineteenth day before

the day of election, except that where the poll
at the principal area election is combined with
the poll at a European Parliamentary election,
nomination papers may be delivered until 4 in
the afternoon.

Publication of statement as to persons nominated Not later than noon on the seventeenth day
before the day of election.

Delivery of notices of withdrawals of Not later than noon on the sixteenth day before

candidature the day of election.

Notice of poll Not later than the sixth day before the day of
election.

Polling Between the hours of 7 in the morning and 10 at

night on the day of election.

Computation of time

2.—(1) In computing any period of time for the purposes of the Timetable—
(a) a Saturday or Sunday,
(b) Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Good Friday or a bank holiday, or

(c) aday appointed for public thanksgiving or mourning,
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shall be disregarded, and any such day shall not be treated as a day for the purpose of any proceedings
up to the completion of the poll nor shall the returning officer be obliged to proceed with the counting
of the votes on such a day.

(2) In this rule “bank holiday” means a day which is a bank holiday under the Banking and
Financial Dealings Act 1971(29) in England and Wales.

PART 2

Stages Common to Contested and Uncontested Elections

Notice of election

3.—(1) The returning officer must publish notice of the election stating—
(a) the place and times at which nomination papers are to be delivered, and
(b) the date of the poll in the event of a contest,

and the notice must state that forms of nomination papers may be obtained at that place and those
times.

(2) The notice of election must state the date by which—
(a) applications to vote by post or by proxy, and
(b) other applications and notices about postal or proxy voting,

must reach the registration officer in order that they may be effective for the election.

Nomination of candidates

4.—(1) Each candidate must be nominated by a separate nomination paper, in the form in the
Appendix, delivered at the place fixed for the purpose by the returning officer, which shall be at
the offices of the council of the district or London borough in which the electoral area wholly or
mainly lies.

(2) The nomination paper must state the candidate’s—
(a) full names,
(b) home address in full, and
(c) if desired, description,

and the surname must be placed first in the list of names.

(3) If a candidate commonly uses—
(a) asurname which is different from any other surname he has, or
(b) a forename which is different from any other forename he has,

the nomination paper may state the commonly used surname or forename in addition to the other
name.

(4) The description (if any) can only be—
(a) one authorised as mentioned in rule 5(1) or (3); or
(b) the word “Independent”.

(29) 1971 ¢.80
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Nomination papers: name of registered political party

5.—(1) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with a registered political party unless the party is a qualifying
party in relation to the electoral area and the description is authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of the party, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Table in rule 1.

(2) In paragraph (1) an authorised description may be either—

(a) the name of the party registered under section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and
Referendums Act 2000(30), or

(b) a description of the party registered under section 28A of that Act(31).

(3) A nomination paper may not include a description of a candidate which is likely to lead
electors to associate the candidate with two or more registered political parties unless the parties are
each qualifying parties in relation to the electoral area and the description is a registered description
authorised by a certificate—

(a) issued by or on behalf of the registered nominating officer of each of the parties, and

(b) received by the returning officer before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers
set out in the Table in rule 1.

(4) For the purposes of paragraph (3), a description is a registered description if it is a description
registered for use by the parties under section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums
Act 2000(32).

(5) A person shall be guilty of a corrupt practice if he fraudulently purports to be authorised to
issue a certificate under paragraph (1) or (3) on behalf of a registered political party’s nominating
officer.

(6) For the purposes of the application of this rule in relation to an election—

(a) “registered political party” means a party which was registered under Part 2 of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 on the day (“the relevant day”) which is two
days before the last day for the delivery of nomination papers at that election;

(b) aregistered political party is a qualifying party in relation to an electoral area if the electoral
area is in England or Wales and the party was on the relevant day registered in respect of
that part of Great Britain in the Great Britain register maintained under that Part of that Act.

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (6)(a), any day falling within rule 2(1) shall be disregarded.

Subscription of nomination paper

6.—(1) The nomination paper must be subscribed by two electors as proposer and seconder, and
by eight other electors as assenting to the nomination.

(2) Where a nomination paper has the signatures of more than the required number of persons as
proposing, seconding or assenting to the nomination of a candidate, the signature or signatures (up
to the required number) appearing first on the paper in each category must be taken into account to
the exclusion of any others in that category.

(30) Section 28 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was amended by S.I. 2004/366 and by section 48
of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(31) Section 28A of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
(32) Section 28B of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) was inserted by section 49(1) of the Electoral
Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(3) The nomination paper must give the electoral number of each person subscribing it.
(4) The returning officer—

(a) must supply any elector with as many forms of nomination paper and forms of consent to
nomination as may be required at the place and during the time for delivery of nomination
papers, and

(b) must at any elector’s request prepare a nomination paper for signature,

but it is not necessary for a nomination or consent to nomination to be on a form supplied by the
returning officer.

(5) A person must not subscribe more nomination papers than there are vacancies to be filled in
the electoral area; nor subscribe any nomination paper in respect of an election in any other electoral
area of the same local government area whilst the election in the first-mentioned electoral area is
taking place:

Provided that a person shall not be prevented from subscribing a nomination paper by reason only
of his having subscribed that of a candidate who has died or withdrawn before delivery of the first
mentioned paper.

(6) If a person subscribes any nomination paper in contravention of paragraph (5), his signature
shall be inoperative on all but those papers (up to the permitted number) which are first delivered.

(7) In this rule “elector”—

(a) means a person who is registered in the register of local government electors for the
electoral area in question on the last day for the publication of notice of the election; and

(b) includes a person then shown in the register as below voting age if (but only if) it appears
from the register that he will be of voting age on the day fixed for the poll.

(8) But, in this rule, “elector” does not include a person who has an anonymous entry in the
register.

Consent to nomination

7. A person shall not be validly nominated unless his consent to nomination—

(a) is given in writing on or within one month before the last day for the delivery of nomination
papers,

(b) is in the form in the Appendix, or a form to the like effect, and includes a copy of sections
80 and 81 of the Local Government Act 1972(33) and section 79 of the Local Government
Act 2000(34),

(c) is attested by one witness, and

(d) is delivered at the place and within the time for the delivery of nomination papers.

(33) 1972 ¢.70. Section 80 has been amended by the Local Government Act 2000 (c.22) Schedule 3 paragraph 8, Schedule 5
paragraph 8 and Schedule 6; the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 (c.42) Schedule 11 paragraph 21, Schedule 12
Part 2 and Schedule 14 paragraph 3; the Enterprise Act 2002 (c.40) section 267(1); the Local Government Finance Act 1982
(c.32), Schedule 6 Part 4; the Representation of the People Act 1983 (c.2) Schedule 8 paragraph 12; the Audit Commission
Act 1998 (c.18) Schedule 3 paragraph 3(1); the Greater London Authority Act 1999 (c. 29) section 69; the Environment
Act 1995 (c. 25) Schedule 10 paragraph 10(1); the Transport Act 1985 (c.67) Schedule 8. It has also been amended by S.I.
1999/2267, 2001/2237 and 2002/808. Section 81 has been amended by the Local Government Act 1985 (c.51) Schedule 17
and the Education Reform Act 1988 (c.40) Schedule 13 Part 2.

(34) 2000 c.22. Section 79 has been amended by the Public Services Ombudsman (Wales) Act 2005 (c.10) Schedule 4 paragraphs
1 and 20.
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Decisions as to validity of nomination papers

8.—(1) Where a nomination paper and the candidate’s consent to it are delivered in accordance
with these Rules, the candidate shall be deemed to stand nominated unless and until—

(a) the returning officer decides that the nomination paper is invalid; or
(b) proofis given to the returning officer’s satisfaction of the candidate’s death; or
(c) the candidate withdraws.

(2) The returning officer is entitled to hold a nomination paper invalid only on one of the following
grounds—

(a) that the particulars of the candidate or the persons subscribing the paper are not as required
by law; and

(b) that the paper is not subscribed as so required.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4), the returning officer must, as soon as practicable after each
nomination paper has been delivered, examine it and decide whether the candidate has been validly
nominated.

(4) If in the returning officer’s opinion a nomination paper breaks rule 5(1) or (3), he must give
a decision to that effect—

(a) as soon as practicable after the delivery of the nomination paper, and

(b) in any event, before the end of the period of 24 hours starting with the close of the period
for delivery of nomination papers set out in the Table in rule 1.

(5) Where the returning officer decides that a nomination paper is invalid, he must endorse and
sign on the paper the fact and the reasons for his decision.

(6) The returning officer must send notice of his decision that a nomination paper is valid or
invalid to each candidate at his home address as given in his nomination paper.

(7) The returning officer’s decision that a nomination paper is valid shall be final and shall not
be questioned in any proceeding whatsoever.

(8) Subject to paragraph (7), nothing in this rule prevents the validity of a nomination being
questioned on an election petition.

Publication of statement of persons nominated

9.—(1) The returning officer must prepare and publish a statement showing the persons who
have been and stand nominated and any other persons who have been nominated, with the reason
why they no longer stand nominated.

(2) The statement must show the names, addresses and descriptions of the persons nominated
as given in their nomination papers.

(3) If a person’s nomination paper gives a commonly used surname or forename in addition to
another name, the statement must show the person’s commonly used surname or forename (as the
case may be) instead of any other name.

(4) Paragraph (3) does not apply if the returning officer thinks—

(a) that the use of the person’s commonly used name may be likely to mislead or confuse
electors, or

(b) that the commonly used name is obscene or offensive.

(5) If paragraph (4) applies, the returning officer must give notice in writing to the candidate of
his reasons for refusing to allow the use of a commonly used name.
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(6) The statement must show the persons standing nominated arranged alphabetically in the order
of their surnames, and if there are two or more of them with the same surname, of their other names.

(7) In the case of a person nominated by more than one nomination paper, the returning officer
must take the particulars required by the foregoing provisions of this rule from such one of the papers
as the candidate (or the returning officer in default of the candidate) may select.

Correction of minor errors

10.—(1) A returning officer may, if he thinks fit, at any time before the publication under rule 9
of the statement of persons nominated, correct minor errors in a nomination paper.

(2) Errors which may be corrected include—
(a) errors as to a person’s electoral number;
(b) obvious errors of spelling in relation to the details of a candidate.

(3) Anything done by a returning officer in pursuance of this rule shall not be questioned in any
proceedings other than proceedings on an election petition.

(4) A returning officer must have regard to any guidance issued by the Electoral Commission
for the purposes of this rule.

Inspection of nomination papers and consents to nomination

11. During ordinary office hours on any day, other than a day specified in rule 2(1), after the
latest time for delivery of nomination papers and before the date of the poll, any person may inspect
and take copies of, or extracts from, nomination papers and consents to nomination.

Nomination in more than one electoral area

12. A candidate who is validly nominated for more than one electoral area of the same local
government area, must withdraw from his candidature in all those electoral areas except one, and if
he does not so withdraw, he shall be deemed to have withdrawn from his candidature in all those
electoral areas.

Withdrawal of candidates
13.—(1) A candidate may withdraw his candidature by notice of withdrawal—

(a) signed by him and attested by one witness, and
(b) delivered to the returning officer at the place for delivery of nomination papers.

(2) Where a candidate is outside the United Kingdom, a notice of withdrawal signed by his
proposer and accompanied by a written declaration also so signed of the candidate’s absence from
the United Kingdom shall be of the same effect as a notice of withdrawal signed by the candidate;
but where the candidate stands nominated by more than one nomination paper a notice of withdrawal
under this paragraph shall be effective if, and only if—

(a) it and the accompanying declaration are signed by all the proposers except any who is,
and is stated in that declaration to be, outside the United Kingdom; or

(b) it is accompanied, in addition to that declaration, by a written statement signed by the
candidate that the proposer giving the notice is authorised to do so on the candidate’s
behalf during his absence from the United Kingdom.
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Method of election

14.—(1) If the number of persons remaining validly nominated for the electoral area after any
withdrawals under these Rules exceeds the number of councillors to be elected, a poll must be taken
in accordance with Part 3 of these Rules.

(2) If the number of persons remaining validly nominated for the electoral area after any
withdrawals under these Rules does not exceed the number of councillors to be elected, such person
or persons must be declared to be elected in accordance with Part 4 of these Rules.

PART 3

Contested Elections
CHAPTER 1

General Provisions

Poll to be taken by ballot

15. The votes at the poll must be given by ballot, the result must be ascertained by counting the
votes given to each candidate and the candidate or candidates to whom more votes have been given
than to the other candidates, up to the number of councillors to be elected, must be declared to have
been elected.

The ballot papers

16.—(1) The ballot of every voter must consist of a ballot paper, and the persons remaining
validly nominated for the electoral area after any withdrawals under these Rules, and no others, shall
be entitled to have their names inserted in the ballot paper.

(2) Every ballot paper must be in the form in the Appendix, and must be printed in accordance
with the directions in that Appendix, and—

(a) must contain the names and other particulars of the candidates as shown in the statement
of persons nominated;

(b) must be capable of being folded up;
(c) must have a number and other unique identifying mark printed on the back; and

(d) must be of a different colour from that of any ballot papers used at any relevant election
or referendum.

(3) If a candidate who is the subject of a party’s authorisation under rule 5(1) so requests, the
ballot paper must contain, against the candidate’s particulars, the party’s registered emblem (or, as
the case may be, one of the party’s registered emblems).

(4) The candidate’s request under paragraph (3) must—
(a) be made in writing to the returning officer, and

(b) be received by him before the last time for the delivery of nomination papers set out in
the Table in rule 1.

(5) The order of the names in the ballot paper must be the same as in the statement of persons
nominated.
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The corresponding number list

17.—(1) The returning officer must prepare a list containing the numbers and other unique
identifying marks of all of the ballot papers to be issued by him in pursuance of rule 22(1) or provided
by him in pursuance of rule 26(1).

(2) The list must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix or a form to like effect.

The official mark

18.—(1) Every ballot paper must contain an appropriate security marking (the official mark).

(2) The official mark must be kept secret, and an interval of not less than five years shall intervene
between the use of the same official mark at elections for the same county, county borough, district
or London borough as the case may be.

(3) The returning officer may use a different official mark for different purposes as the same
election.

Prohibition of disclosure of vote

19. No person who has voted at the election shall, in any legal proceeding to question the election,
be required to state for whom he has voted.

Use of schools and public rooms

20.—(1) The returning officer may use, free of charge, for the purpose of taking the poll or
counting the votes—

(a) a room in a school maintained or assisted by a local education authority or a school in
respect of which grants are made out of moneys provided by Parliament to the person or
body of persons responsible for the management of the school;

(b) aroom the expense of maintaining which is payable out of any rate.

(2) The returning officer must make good any damage done to, and defray any expense incurred
by the persons having control over, any such room as mentioned above by reason of its being used
for the purpose of taking the poll or counting the votes.

CHAPTER 2
Action to be Taken Before the Poll

Notice of Poll

21.—(1) The returning officer must publish notice of the poll stating—
(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll;
(b) the number of councillors to be elected;

(c) the particulars of each candidate remaining validly nominated (the names and other
particulars of the candidates, and the order of the candidates’ names being the same as in
the statement of persons nominated); and

(d) the names of all persons signing a candidate’s nomination paper.

(2) Where a candidate is nominated by more than one nomination paper, the nomination paper
referred to in paragraph (1)(d) must be that from which the names and other particulars of the
candidate shown in the statement of persons nominated are taken.

(3) The returning officer must, not later than the time of the publication of the notice of the poll,
also give public notice of—
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(a) the situation of each polling station; and
(b) the description of voters entitled to vote there,

and he must as soon as practicable after giving such a notice give a copy of it to each of the election
agents.

(4) The notice published under paragraph (3) must—

(a) state that the poll at the principal area election is to be taken together with the poll at a
relevant election or referendum;

(b) specify the parliamentary constituency(35), local counting area, Assembly constituency,
voting area or, as the case may be, the relevant local authority and, in the case of an election
to fill a casual vacancy, the electoral area for which the relevant election is held; and

(c) where any of the polls are to be taken together in part of the local government area only,
specify that part.

Postal ballot papers

22.—(1) The returning officer must, in accordance with regulations made under the 1983 Act(36),
issue to those entitled to vote by post a ballot paper and a postal voting statement in the appropriate
form in the Appendix, or a form to like effect, together with such envelopes for their return as may
be prescribed by such regulations.

(2) The returning officer must also issue to those entitled to vote by post such information as he
thinks appropriate about how to obtain—

(a) translations into languages other than English of any directions to or guidance for voters
sent with the ballot paper;

(b) a translation into Braille of such directions or guidance;
(c) graphical representations of such directions or guidance;
(d) the directions or guidance in any other form (including any audible form).

(3) The postal voting statement must include provision for the form to be signed and for stating
the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case may be).

(4) In the case of a ballot paper issued to a person at an address in the United Kingdom, the
returning officer must ensure that the return of the ballot paper and postal voting statement is free
of charge to the voter.

Provision of polling stations

23.—(1) The returning officer must provide a sufficient number of polling stations and, subject
to the following provisions of this rule, must allot the electors to the polling stations in such manner
as he thinks most convenient.

(2) One or more polling stations may be provided in the same room.

(3) The polling station allotted to electors from any parliamentary polling district wholly or
partly within the electoral area must, in the absence of special circumstances, be in the parliamentary
polling place for that district, unless that place is outside the electoral area.

(4) The returning officer must provide each polling station with such number of compartments
as may be necessary in which the voters can mark their votes screened from observation.

(35) For the meaning of “parliamentary constituency”, see section 1 of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (c.56).
(36) See the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended by S.I. 2002/1871,
2006/752 and S.I. 2006/2910.
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Appointment of presiding officers and clerks

24.—(1) The returning officer must appoint and pay a presiding officer to attend at each polling
station and such clerks as may be necessary for the purposes of the election, but he must not appoint
any person who has been employed by or on behalf of a candidate in or about the election.

(2) The returning officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at a polling station and the provisions of
these Rules relating to a presiding officer shall apply to a returning officer so presiding with the
necessary modifications as to things to be done by the returning officer to the presiding officer or
by the presiding officer to the returning officer.

(3) A presiding officer may do, by the clerks appointed to assist him, any act (including the asking
of questions) which he is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a polling station except order
the arrest, exclusion or removal of any person from the polling station.

Issue of official poll cards

25.—(1) The returning officer must as soon as practicable after the publication of the notice of
election send to electors and their proxies an official poll card.

(2) An elector’s official poll card must be sent or delivered to his qualifying address, and a proxy’s
to his address as shown in the list of proxies.

(3) The official poll card must be in the appropriate form in the Appendix, or a form to the like
effect, and must set out—

(a) the name of the council and of the electoral division or ward to which councillors are to
be elected,;

(b) the elector’s name, qualifying address and number on the register;
(c) the date and hours of the poll and the situation of the elector’s polling station;
(d) such other information as the returning officer thinks appropriate,

and different information may be provided in pursuance of sub-paragraph (d) to different electors
or descriptions of elector.

(4) In the case of an elector with an anonymous entry, instead of containing the matter mentioned
in paragraph (3)(b), the polling card must contain such matter as is specified in the appropriate form
in the Appendix.

(5) Paragraph (7) of rule 6 shall apply for the interpretation of this rule.

(6) Ifthe returning officer and the returning officer for each relevant election or referendum think
fit, an official poll card issued under this rule may be combined with the official poll card issued at
every relevant election or referendum.

Equipment of polling stations

26.—(1) The returning officer must provide each presiding officer with such number of ballot
boxes and ballot papers as in the returning officer’s opinion may be necessary.

(2) The same ballot box may be used for the poll at the principal area election and the poll at
every relevant election or referendum, if the returning officer thinks fit.

(3) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot papers can be put in it, but cannot
be withdrawn from it, without the box being unlocked or, where the box has no lock, the seal being
broken.

(4) The returning officer must provide each polling station with—

(a) materials to enable voters to mark the ballot papers;
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(b) copies of the register of electors for the electoral area or such part of it as contains the
names of the electors allotted to the station;

(c) the parts of any special lists prepared for the election corresponding to the register of
electors for the electoral area or the part of it provided under sub-paragraph (b);

(d) alist consisting of that part of the list prepared under rule 17 which contains the numbers
(but not the other unique identifying marks) corresponding to those on the ballot papers
provided to the presiding officer of the polling station.

(5) The reference in paragraph (4)(b) to the copies of the register of electors includes a reference
to copies of any notices issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act(37) in respect of
alterations to the register.

(6) The returning officer must also provide each polling station with—

(a) at least one large version of the ballot paper which must be printed on the same colour
paper as the ballot papers and displayed inside the polling station for the assistance of
voters who are partially sighted; and

(b) a device of such description as is set out in paragraph (11) for enabling voters who are
blind or partially sighted to vote without any need for assistance from the presiding officer
or any companion (within the meaning of rule 37(1)).

(7) Where notwithstanding paragraph (2) separate ballot boxes are to be used, each ballot box
must be clearly marked with—

(a) the election or referendum to which it relates, as shown on the ballot papers for that election
or referendum; and

(b) the words “Place the [specify colour of ballot papers in question] ballot papers in here”.

(8) A notice in the form in the Appendix, giving directions for the guidance of voters in voting,
must be printed in conspicuous characters and exhibited inside and outside every polling station.

(9) The returning officer may also provide copies of the notice mentioned in paragraph (8) in
Braille or translated into languages other than English as he considers appropriate, provided that
these notices are accurate reproductions in Braille or that other language of that notice.

(10) In every compartment of every polling station there must be exhibited the following notice—
*PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([Specify colour] ballot paper)
vote for ONE candidate only
*EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
([specify colour] ballot paper)
vote for ONE party or individual candidate only
*[specify name of council .....] COUNCIL ELECTION
([specify colour] ballot paper)
*vote for no more than .... Candidates
*vote for ONE candidate only
*ELECTION OF THE MAYOR OF LONDON
([specify colour] ballot paper)

(37) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).

62


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2006/22

Document Generated: 2023-04-25
Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made). This
item of legislation is currently only available in its original format.

# [On the ballot paper for the election of the Mayor, vote ONCE for your first choice and ONCE
for your second choice]

*ELECTION OF THE LONDON ASSEMBLY
[On the constituency members ballot paper [specify colour] vote for ONE candidate only]

#[On the London members ballot paper [specify colour] vote for ONE party or individual candidate
only]

*[specify other] ELECTION/REFERENDUM
[specify colour ballot paper]

# [vote for one candidate/answer only]/[vote ONCE for your first choice and ONCE for your second
choice]

PUT NO OTHER MARK ON THE BALLOT PAPERS, OR YOUR VOTE MAY NOT BE
COUNTED

*Complete or omit as necessary.

#This wording should be used where the GLRO has not supplied wording pursuant to the Greater
London Authority Elections (No.2) Rules 2000(38).

(11) The device referred to in paragraph (6)(b) must—

(a) allow a ballot paper to be inserted into and removed from, or attached to and detached
from, the device easily and without damage to the paper;

(b) hold the ballot paper firmly in place during use; and
(c) provide suitable means for the voter to—
(1) identify the spaces on the ballot paper on which he may mark his vote;

(i1) identify the registered party or individual candidate to which each such space refers;
and

(ii1) mark his vote on the space he has chosen.

Appointment of polling and counting agents
27.—(1) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (4), each candidate may, before the commencement of
the poll, appoint—
(a) polling agents to attend at polling stations for the purpose of detecting personation; and
(b) counting agents to attend at the counting of the votes.

(2) The same person may be appointed as a polling agent or counting agent by more than one
candidate.

(3) Not more than four polling agents, or such greater number as the returning officer may by
notice allow, shall be permitted to attend at any particular polling station and if the number of such
agents appointed to attend at a particular polling station exceeds that number, the returning officer
must determine which agents are permitted to attend by lot and only the agents on whom the lot falls
shall be deemed to have been duly appointed.

(4) The returning officer may limit the number of counting agents, so however that—
(a) the number must be the same in the case of each candidate; and

(b) the number allowed to a candidate must not (except in special circumstances) be less than
the number obtained by dividing the number of clerks employed on the counting by the
number of candidates.

(38) S.I 2000/427
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For the purposes of the calculations required by this paragraph, a counting agent who has been
appointed for more than one candidate is a separate agent for each of the candidates by whom he
has been appointed.

(5) Notice in writing of the appointment, stating the names and addresses of the persons
appointed, must be given by the candidate to the returning officer and must be so given not later
than the fifth day (disregarding any day referred to in rule 2(1)) before the day of the poll.

(6) Notices of the appointment of polling agents and counting agents which are required by
paragraph (5) above and paragraphs (7) and (8) below to be given to the returning officer must
be given to that returning officer who discharges the functions specified in regulation 5 of the
Combination of Polls Regulations(39).

(7) If an agent dies, or becomes incapable of acting, the candidate may appoint another agent in
his place, and must forthwith give to the returning officer notice in writing of the name and address
of the agent appointed.

(8) Any appointment authorised by this rule may be made and the notice of appointment given
to the returning officer by the candidate’s election agent, instead of by the candidate.

(9) In the following provisions of these Rules references to polling agents and counting agents
shall be taken as references to agents—

(a) whose appointments have been duly made and notified; and
(b) where the number of agents is restricted, who are within the permitted numbers.

(10) Any notice required to be given to a counting agent by the returning officer may be delivered
at, or sent by post to, the address stated in the notice of appointment.

(11) A candidate may himself do any act or thing which any polling or counting agent of his, if
appointed, would have been authorised to do, or may assist his agent in doing any such act or thing.

(12) A candidate’s election agent may do or assist in doing anything which the candidate’s polling
or counting agent is authorised to do; and anything required or authorised by these Rules to be done
in the presence of the polling or counting agents may be done in the presence of a candidate’s election
agent instead of his polling agent or counting agents.

(13) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or authorised to be done in the presence
of the polling or counting agents, the non-attendance of any agent or agents at the time and place
appointed for the purpose shall not, if the act or thing is otherwise duly done, invalidate the act or
thing done.

Notification of requirement of secrecy

28. The returning officer must make such arrangements as he thinks fit to ensure that—

(a) every person attending at a polling station (otherwise than for the purpose of voting or
assisting a voter with disabilities to vote or as a constable on duty there) has been given a
copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (1), (3) and (6) of section 66 of the 1983
Act(40); and

(b) every person attending at the counting of the votes (other than any constable on duty at
the counting) has been given a copy in writing of the provisions of subsections (2) and
(6) of that section.

(39) Regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations has been amended by S.1. 2006/3278.
(40) Subsections (1), (2) and (3) of section 66 of the 1983 Act were amended by paragraphs 69, 82, 86(b) and 96 of Schedule 1 to
the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22); subsection (6) was amended by paragraph 3 of Schedule 3 to the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50).
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Return of postal ballot papers
29.—(1) Where—

(a) apostal vote has been returned in respect of a person who is entered on the postal voters
list, or

(b) a proxy postal vote has been returned in respect of a proxy who is entered on the proxy
postal voters list,

the returning officer must mark the list in the manner prescribed by regulations made under the 1983
Act(41).

(2) Rule 45(6) does not apply for the purpose of determining whether, for the purposes of this
rule, a postal vote or a proxy postal vote is returned.

CHAPTER 3
The Poll

Admission to the polling station

30.—(1) The presiding officer must exclude all persons from the polling station except—
(a) voters;
(b) persons under the age of 18 who accompany voters to the polling station;
(c) the candidates and their election agents;
(d) the polling agents appointed to attend at the polling station;
(e) the clerks appointed to attend at the polling station;

(f) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000(42);

(g) the constables on duty;
(h) the companions of voters with disabilities; and

(i) persons entitled to be admitted to the polling station at a relevant election or referendum
with which the poll at the principal area election is combined.

(2) The presiding officer must regulate the total number of voters and persons under the age of
18 who accompany them to be admitted to the polling station at the same time.

(3) Not more than one polling agent shall be admitted at the same time to a polling station on
behalf of the same candidate.

(4) A constable or person employed by a returning officer must not be admitted to vote in person
elsewhere than at his own polling station allotted to him under these Rules, except on production
and surrender of a certificate as to his employment which must be in the form in the Appendix, or
a form to the like effect, and signed by an officer of police of or above the rank of inspector or by
the returning officer, as the case may be.

(5) Any certificate surrendered under this rule must forthwith be cancelled.

Keeping of order in station

31.—(1) It is the presiding officer’s duty to keep order at his polling station.

(41) See regulation 84A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 S.I. 2001/341 as amended
by S.I. 2006/2910.
(42) Sections 6A to 6F of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) were inserted by section 29 of the
Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(2) If a person misconducts himself in a polling station, or fails to obey the presiding officer’s
lawful orders, he may immediately, by the presiding officer’s order, be removed from the polling
station—

(a) by a constable in or near that station, or
(b) by any other person authorised in writing by the returning officer to remove him,

and the person so removed shall not, without the presiding officer’s permission, again enter the
polling station during the day.

(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the commission in the polling station of an
offence, be dealt with as a person taken into custody by a constable for an offence without a warrant.

(4) The powers conferred by this rule must not be exercised so as to prevent a voter who is
otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

Sealing of ballot boxes

32. Immediately before the commencement of the poll, the presiding officer must show the ballot
box empty to such persons, if any, as are present in the polling station, so that they may see that it is
empty, and must then lock it up, if it has a lock and (in any case) place his seal on it in such a manner
as to prevent its being opened without breaking the seal and must place it in his view for the receipt
of ballot papers, and keep it so locked and sealed or sealed (as the case may be).

Questions to be put to voters

33.—(1) Atthe time of the application (but not afterwards), the questions specified in the second
column of the following Table—

(a) may be put by the presiding officer to a person applying for a ballot paper who is mentioned
in the first column, and

(b) must be put if the letter “R” appears after the question and the candidate or his election or
polling agent requires the question to be put:

Q. No  Person applying for ballot Question
paper
1 A person applying as an elector (a) —Are you the person registered in the register
of local government electors for this election
as follows?

read the whole entry from the register [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this election for *(this county) *(this
district) *(this London borough) *(this county
borough),

*delete whichever is inapplicable

(adding, in the case of an election for several
electoral areas, in this or any other electoral

area) otherwise than as proxy for some other

person? [R]

2 A person applying as proxy (a) —Are you the person whose name appears as
A.B. in the list of proxies for this election as
entitled to vote as proxy on behalf of C.D.? [R]
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Q. No  Person applying for ballot Question
paper

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere
at this election for *(this county) *(this
district) *(this London borough) *(this county
borough),

*delete whichever is inapplicable

(adding in the case of an election for several
electoral areas, in this or any other electoral
area)

as proxy on behalf of C.D.? [R]

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild
of C.D.? [R]

3 A person applying as proxy for (a) —Are you the person entitled to vote as proxy
an elector with an anonymous on behalf of the elector whose number on the
entry (instead of the questions register of electors is (read out the number)?
at entry 2) [R]

(b) —Have you already voted here or elsewhere as
proxy on behalf of the elector whose number
on the register of electors is (read out the
number)? [R]

(c) —Are you the spouse, civil partner, parent,
grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild
of the person whose number on the register of
electors is (read out the number)? [R]

4 A person applying as proxy Have you already voted at this election for *(this
if the question at entry 2(c) county) *(this district) *(this London borough) *(this
or 3(c) is not answered in the county borough),
affirmative
*delete whichever is inapplicable

(adding, in the case of an election for several
electoral areas, in this or any other electoral area)

on behalf of two persons of whom you are not the
spouse, civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother,
sister, child or grandchild? [R]

5 A person applying as an elector (a) —Did you apply to vote by post?
in relation to whom there is an (b) —Why have you not voted by post?
entry in the postal voters list

6 A person applying as proxy (a) —Did you apply to vote by post as proxy?
who is named in the proxy (b) —Why have you not voted by post as proxy?
postal voters list

(2) In the case of an elector in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, the references in the questions at entries 1(a) and 3(a), (b) and (c) to reading
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from the register shall be taken as references to reading from the notice issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act.

(3) A ballot paper must not be delivered to any person required to answer any of the above
questions unless he has answered each question satisfactorily.

(4) Except as authorised by this rule, no inquiry shall be permitted as to the right of any person
to vote.

Challenge of voter

34. A person must not be prevented from voting by reason only that—

(a) acandidate or his election or polling agent declares that he has reasonable cause to believe
that the person has committed an offence of personation, or

(b) the person is arrested on the grounds that he is suspected of committing or of being about
to commit such an offence.

Voting procedure

35.—(1) A ballot paper must be delivered to a voter who applies for one, and immediately before
delivery—

(a) the number and (unless paragraph (2) applies) name of the elector as stated in the copy of
the register of electors must be called out;

(b) the number of the elector must be marked on the list mentioned in rule 26(4)(d) beside the
number of the ballot paper to be issued to him;

(c) amark must be placed in the register of electors against the number of the elector to note
that a ballot paper has been received but without showing the particular ballot paper which
has been received; and

(d) in the case of a person applying for a ballot paper as proxy, a mark must also be placed
against his name in the list of proxies.

(2) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, he must show the presiding officer his
official poll card and only his number shall be called out in pursuance of paragraph (1)(a).

(3) In the case of an elector who is added to the register in pursuance of a notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act(43), paragraph (1) is modified as follows—

(a) in sub-paragraph (a), for “copy of the register of electors” substitute “copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”;

(b) in sub-paragraph (c), for “in the register of electors” substitute “on the copy of the notice
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The voter, on receiving the ballot paper, must forthwith proceed into one of the compartments
in the polling station and there secretly mark his paper and fold it up so as to conceal his vote, and
must then show to the presiding officer the back of the paper, so as to disclose the number and other
unique identifying mark, and put the ballot paper so folded up into the ballot box in the presiding
officer’s presence.

(5) The voter must vote without undue delay, and must leave the polling station as soon as he
has put his ballot paper into the ballot box.

(43) Section 13B of the 1983 Act was inserted by paragraph 3 of Schedule 2 to the Representation of the People Act 2000 (c.2)
and amended by section 11(3) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22). Subsections (3B) and (3D) of section 13B
were inserted by section 11(4) of the Electoral Administration Act 2006 (c.22).
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(6) The same copy of the register of electors which is used under paragraph (1) for the
principal area election or, where paragraph (3) applies, the same copy of the notice issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act, may be used for each relevant election or referendum—

(a) and one mark may be placed in that register or on that notice under paragraph (1)(c) or in
the list of proxies under paragraph (1)(d) to denote that a ballot paper has been issued in
respect of each election or referendum;

(b) but where a ballot paper has not been issued in respect of a relevant election or referendum,
a different mark must be placed in the register or, as the case may be, on that notice or in
that list so as to identify each election or referendum in respect of which a ballot paper
was issued.

Votes marked by presiding officer

36.—(1) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter—
(a) who is incapacitated by blindness or other disability from voting in the manner directed
by these Rules, or
(b) who declares orally that he is unable to read,

must, in the presence of the polling agents, cause the voter’s vote to be marked on a ballot paper in
the manner directed by the voter, and the ballot paper to be placed in the ballot box.

(2) The name and number on the register of electors of every voter whose vote is marked in
pursuance of this rule, and the reason why it is so marked, must be entered on a list (in these Rules
called “the list of votes marked by the presiding officer”).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with the
voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(3) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (2) applies as if for “on the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(4) The same list may be used for the principal area election and each relevant election or
referendum and, where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the ballot papers
were so marked in respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or
referendum at which the ballot paper was so marked.

Voting by persons with disabilities

37.—(1) Ifavoter makes an application to the presiding officer to be allowed, on the ground of—
(a) blindness or other disability, or
(b) inability to read,
to vote with the assistance of another person by whom he is accompanied (in these Rules referred
to as “the companion”), the presiding officer must require the voter to declare, orally or in writing,

whether he is so incapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his inability to read, as to
be unable to vote without assistance.

(2) If the presiding officer—
(a) is satisfied that the voter is so incapacitated, and

(b) is also satisfied by a written declaration made by the companion (in these Rules referred
to as “the declaration made by the companion of a voter with disabilities”) that the
companion—

(i) is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule; and
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(i1) has not previously assisted more than one voter with disabilities to vote at the
election,

the presiding officer must grant the application, and then anything which is by these Rules
required to be done to, or by that voter in connection with the giving of his vote may be
done to, or with the assistance of, the companion.

(3) For the purposes of these Rules, a person is a voter with disabilities if he has made such a
declaration as is mentioned in paragraph (1), and a person shall be qualified to assist a voter with
disabilities to vote if that person—

(a) is a person who is entitled to vote as an elector at the election; or

(b) is the father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, son or daughter of the voter and
has attained the age of 18 years.

(4) The name and number in the register of electors of every voter whose vote is given in
accordance with this rule and the name and address of the companion must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as “the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions”).

In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be entered together with the
voter’s name shall be the elector’s number.

(5) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, paragraph (4) applies as if for “in the register of electors of every voter”
there were substituted “relating to every voter in respect of whom a notice has been issued under
section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act”.

(6) The same list may be used for the principal area election and each relevant election and
referendum and, where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that the votes were so
given in respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum
at which the vote was so given.

(7) The declaration made by the companion—
(a) must be in the form in the Appendix,

(b) must be made before the presiding officer at the time when the voter applies to vote with
the assistance of a companion, and

(c) must forthwith be given to the presiding officer who must attest and retain it.

(8) No fee or other payment shall be charged in respect of the declaration.

Tendered ballot papers: circumstances where available

38.—(1) If a person, representing himself to be—
(a) a particular elector named on the register and not named in the absent voters list, or

(b) a particular person named in the list of proxies as proxy for an elector and not entitled to
vote by post as proxy,

applies for a ballot paper after another person has voted in person either as the elector or his proxy,
the applicant shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the poll,
be entitled, subject to the following provisions of this rule and rule 39, to mark a ballot paper (in
these Rules referred to as “a tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(2) Paragraph (4) applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular elector named
on the register,

(b) he is also named in the postal voters list, and

(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post at the election.
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(3) Paragraph (4) also applies if—

(a) a person applies for a ballot paper representing himself to be a particular person named
as a proxy in the list of proxies,

(b) he is also named in the proxy postal voters list, and
(c) he claims that he did not make an application to vote by post as proxy.

(4) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at the
poll, be entitled, subject to the following provisions of this rule and rule 39, to mark a ballot paper
(in these Rules referred to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

(5) Paragraph (6) applies if before the close of the poll but after the last time at which a person
may apply for a replacement postal ballot paper, a person represents himself to be—

(a) aparticular elector named on the register who is also named in the postal voters list, or

(b) a particular person named as a proxy in the list of proxies and who is also named in the
proxy postal voters list,

and claims that he has lost or has not received his postal ballot paper.

(6) The person shall, on satisfactorily answering the questions permitted by law to be asked at
the poll, be entitled, subject to the provisions of this rule and rule 39, to mark a ballot paper (in these
Rules referred to as a “tendered ballot paper”) in the same manner as any other voter.

Tendered ballot papers: general provisions

39.—(1) A tendered ballot paper must—
(a) be of a colour differing from the other ballot papers;

(b) instead of being put into the ballot box, be given to the presiding officer and endorsed by
him with the name of the voter and his number in the register of electors, and set aside
in a separate packet.

(2) The name of the voter and his number in the register of electors must be entered on a list (in
these Rules referred to as the “tendered votes list”).

(3) The same list may be used for the principal area election and each relevant election or
referendum and, where it is so used, an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that tendered ballot
papers were marked in respect of each election or referendum, unless the list identifies the election
or referendum at which a tendered ballot paper was marked.

(4) In the case of a person voting as proxy for an elector, the number to be endorsed or entered
together with the voter’s name shall be the number of that elector.

(5) In the case of an elector who has an anonymous entry, this rule and rule 38 apply subject to
the following modifications—

(a) inparagraphs (1)(b) and (2) above, the references to the name of the voter shall be ignored;

(b) otherwise, a reference to a person named on a register or list shall be construed as a
reference to a person whose number appears on the register or list (as the case may be).

(6) In the case of a person in respect of whom a notice has been issued under section 13B(3B)
or (3D) of the 1983 Act, this rule and rule 38 shall apply as if—

(a) in rule 38(1)(a), (2)(a) and (5)(a), for “named on the register” there were substituted “in
respect of whom a notice under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act has been issued”;

(b) in paragraph (1)(b) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”;
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(c) in paragraph (2) of this rule, for “his number in the register of electors” there were
substituted “the number relating to him on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act”.

Spoilt ballot papers

40. A voter who has inadvertently dealt with his ballot paper in such manner that it cannot be
conveniently used as a ballot paper may, on delivering it to the presiding officer and proving to his
satisfaction the fact of the inadvertence, obtain another ballot paper in the place of the ballot paper
so delivered (in these Rules referred to as “a spoilt ballot paper”), and the spoilt ballot paper must
be immediately cancelled.

Correction of errors on day of poll

41.—(1) The presiding officer must keep a list of persons to whom ballot papers are delivered in
consequence of an alteration to the register made by virtue of section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983
Act which takes effect on the day of the poll.

(2) The same list may be used for each relevant election or referendum and, where it is so used,
an entry in that list shall be taken to mean that ballot papers were issued in respect of each election or
referendum, unless the list identifies the election or referendum for which a ballot paper was issued.

Adjournment of poll in case of riot

42.—(1) Where the proceedings at any polling station are interrupted or obstructed by riot or
open violence, the presiding officer must adjourn the proceedings till the following day and must
forthwith give notice to the returning officer who discharges the functions specified in regulation 5
of the Combination of Polls Regulations.

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at any polling station—

(a) the hours of polling on the day to which it is adjourned must be the same as for the original
day; and

(b) references in these Rules to the close of the poll shall be construed accordingly.

Procedure on close of poll

43.—(1) As soon as practicable after the close of the poll, the presiding officer must, in the
presence of the polling agents appointed for the purposes of the principal area election and those
appointed for the purposes of each relevant election or referendum, make up into separate packets,
sealed with his own seal and the seals of such polling agents as desire to affix their seals—

(a) each ballot box in use at the station, sealed so as to prevent the introduction of additional
ballot papers and unopened, but with the key, if any, attached,

(b) the unused and spoilt ballot papers placed together,
(c) the tendered ballot papers,

(d) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the list of proxies,

(e) the lists prepared under rule 17 including the parts which were completed in accordance
with rule 35(1)(b) (together referred to in these Rules as “the completed corresponding
number lists™),

() the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

(g) the tendered votes list, the list of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the list
of votes marked by the presiding officer, a statement of the number of voters whose votes
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are so marked by the presiding officer under the heads “disability” and “unable to read”,
the list maintained under rule 41 (correction of errors on day of poll) and the declarations
made by the companions of voters with disabilities,

and must deliver the packets or cause them to be delivered to the returning officer to be taken charge
of by him; but if the packets are not delivered by the presiding officer personally to the returning
officer, the arrangements for their delivery shall require the returning officer’s approval.

(2) The contents of the packets referred to in sub-paragraphs (b), (c) and (f) of paragraph (1) must
not be combined with the contents of the packets made under the corresponding rule that applies
at any relevant election or referendum; nor shall the statement prepared under paragraph (5) be so
combined.

(3) References to the returning officer in paragraph (1) are references to the returning officer who
discharges the functions specified in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations.

(4) The marked copies of the register of electors and of the list of proxies must be in one packet
but must not be in the same packet as the completed corresponding number lists or the certificates
as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(5) The packets must be accompanied by a statement (in these Rules referred to as “the ballot
paper account”) made by the presiding officer showing the number of ballot papers entrusted to him,
and accounting for them under the heads of ballot papers issued and not otherwise accounted for,
unused, spoilt and tendered ballot papers.

CHAPTER 4

Counting of Votes

Attendance at counting of votes

44.—(1) Where the returning officer at the principal area election discharges the functions
specified in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he must—

(a) make arrangements for—

(i) discharging the functions under rule 45(1) in the presence of the counting agents
appointed for the purposes of the principal area election and those appointed for the
purpose of each relevant election or referendum as soon as practicable after the close
of the poll, and

(i1) thereafter counting the votes at the principal area election in the presence of the
agents appointed for the purpose of that election; and

(b) give to the counting agents appointed for the purposes of the principal area election and
those appointed for the purpose of each relevant election or referendum notice in writing
of the time and place at which he will begin to discharge the functions under rule 45(1).

(2) Where the returning officer at the principal area election does not discharge the functions
specified in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he must—

(a) make arrangements for counting the votes in the presence of the counting agents as soon
as practicable after the delivery of the ballot papers to him by the returning officer who
does discharge those functions; and

(b) give to the counting agents notice in writing of the time after which he will begin to count
the votes if by then he has received the ballot papers and of the place at which that count
will take place.

(3) No person other than—
(a) the returning officer and his clerks,

(b) the candidates and one other person chosen by each of them,
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(c) the election agents,
(d) the counting agents,

(e) persons who are entitled to attend by virtue of any of sections 6A to 6D of the Political
Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000,

may be present at the counting of the votes, unless permitted by the returning officer to attend.

(4) No person other than a person entitled to be present at the counting of the votes at the principal
area election under paragraphs (4) to (13) of rule 45 or at a relevant election or referendum may be
present at the proceedings under rule 45(1) unless permitted by the returning officer to attend.

(5) A person not entitled to attend at the proceedings under rule 45(1) or the counting of the
votes under paragraphs (4) to (13) of rule 45 must not be permitted to do so by the returning officer
unless he—

(a) is satisfied that the efficient separation of the ballot papers or, as the case may be, the
efficient counting of the votes will not be impeded; and

(b) has either consulted the election agents or thought it impracticable to do so.

(6) The returning officer must give the counting agents all such reasonable facilities for
overseeing the proceedings, and all such information with respect to them, as he can give them
consistently with the orderly conduct of the proceedings and the discharge of his duties in connection
with them.

(7) In particular, where the votes are counted by sorting the ballot papers according to the
candidate for whom the vote is given and then counting the number of ballot papers for each
candidate, the counting agents shall be entitled to satisfy themselves that the ballot papers are
correctly sorted.

The count

45.—(1) Where the returning officer at the principal area election discharges the functions
specified in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he must—

(a) inthe presence of the counting agents appointed for the purposes of the poll at the principal
area election and each relevant election or referendum open each ballot box and record
separately the number of ballot papers used in each election;

(b) in the presence of the election agents appointed for the purposes of the poll at the principal
area election and each relevant election or referendum verify each ballot paper account;

(c) count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly returned and record separately the
number counted at the principal area election and each relevant election or referendum;

(d) separate the ballot papers relating to the principal area election from the ballot papers
relating to each relevant election or referendum;

(e) make up into packets the ballot papers for each relevant election or referendum and seal
them up in separate containers endorsing on each a description of the area to which the
ballot papers relate;

(f) deliver or cause to be delivered to the returning officer for the relevant election or
referendum to which the ballot papers relate—

(i) those containers, together with a list of them and of the contents of each; and

(i1) the ballot paper accounts together with a copy of the statement as to the result of
their verification in respect of that election; and

(g) at the same time deliver or cause to be delivered to that officer packets that so relate
containing—

(1) the unused and spoilt ballot papers,
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(i1) the tendered ballot papers, and
(ii1) the certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.
(2) In the application of paragraph (1) to combined polls at county and district council elections,

it shall have effect as if after the words “principal area election” in the first place where they occur
and in sub-paragraphs (a) to (d), there are inserted the words “for which he is the returning officer”.

(3) Where separate ballot boxes are used, no vote for any candidate shall be rendered invalid by
the ballot paper being placed in the ballot box intended for use at any relevant election or referendum.

(4) After completion of the proceedings under paragraph (1), the returning officer must mix
together all of the ballot papers used at the principal area election and count the votes given on them.

(5) Where the returning officer at the principal area election does not discharge the functions
specified in regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, he must—

(a) on receipt of containers from the returning officer who does discharge those functions,
and after the time specified in the notice given under rule 44(2)(b), in the presence of the
counting agents open each container;

(b) where the proceedings on the issue and receipt of postal ballot papers are not taken together
with those proceedings at a relevant election or referendum under regulation 65 of the
Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001(44), or under that
regulation as applied by regulations made under sections 44 and 105 or 45 and 105 of the
Local Government Act 2000(45), count such of the postal ballot papers as have been duly
returned and record the number counted; and

(c) mix together the postal ballot papers and the ballot papers from all of the containers and
count the votes given on them,

and paragraph (11) shall not apply to these proceedings.
(6) A postal ballot paper must not be taken to be duly returned unless—

(a) it is returned in the manner set out in paragraph (7) and reaches the returning officer or
any polling station in the appropriate electoral area (as defined in paragraph (8)) before
the close of the poll;

(b) the postal voting statement, duly signed, is also returned in the manner set out in
paragraph (7) and reaches him or such a polling station before that time;

(c) the postal voting statement also states the date of birth of the elector or proxy (as the case
may be); and

(d) in a case where steps for verifying the date of birth and signature of an elector or proxy
have been prescribed by regulations made under the 1983 Act(46), the returning officer
(having taken such steps) verifies the date of birth and signature of the elector or proxy.

(7) The manner in which any postal ballot paper or postal voting statement may be returned—
(a) to the returning officer, is by hand or by post;
(b) to a polling station, is by hand.

(8) The appropriate electoral area in respect of any voter shall be—

(a) the area which is common to the parliamentary constituency(47), electoral area, local
counting area, local authority area or voting area (as the case may be) in which the polls

(44) S.I1.2001/341
(45) 2000 c.22. See the Local Authorities (Mayoral Elections) (England and Wales) Regulations 2002 (S.I. 2002/185) under
section 44 and the Local Authorities (Conduct of Referendums) (England) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/1298) under section 45.
(46) See regulations 85 and 85A of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations 2001 (S.1. 2001/341), which
were inserted by S.I1. 2006/2910.
(47) For the meaning of “parliamentary constituency”, see section 1 of the Parliamentary Constituencies Act 1986 (c.56).
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at the principal area election and any relevant election or referendum are being taken
together; and

(b) in respect of which polls the voter has been issued with a postal ballot paper.
(9) The returning officer must not count any tendered ballot papers.

(10) The returning officer, while counting and recording the number of ballot papers and counting
the votes, must keep the ballot papers with their faces upwards and take all proper precautions for
preventing any person from seeing the numbers or other unique identifying marks printed on the
back of the papers.

(11) The returning officer must verify each ballot paper account by comparing it with the number
of ballot papers recorded by him, and the unused and spoilt ballot papers in his possession and the
tendered votes list (opening and resealing the packets containing the unused and spoilt ballot papers
and the tendered votes list) and must draw up a statement as to the result of the verification, which
any election agent may copy.

(12) The returning officer must so far as practicable proceed continuously with counting the
votes, allowing only time for refreshment, except that he may exclude the hours between 7 in the
evening and 9 on the following morning.

(13) During the time so excluded the returning officer must—

(a) place the ballot papers and other documents relating to the election under his own seal and
the seals of such of the counting agents as desire to affix their seals; and

(b) otherwise take proper precautions for the security of the papers and documents.

Re-count

46.—(1) A candidate or his election agent may, if present when the counting or any re-count of
the votes is completed, require the returning officer to have the votes re-counted or again re-counted
but the returning officer may refuse to do so if in his opinion the request is unreasonable.

(2) No step shall be taken on the completion of the counting or any re-count of votes until the
candidates and election agents present at its completion have been given a reasonable opportunity
to exercise the right conferred by this rule.

Rejected ballot papers
47.—(1) Any ballot paper—
(a) which does not bear the official mark, or
(b) on which votes are given for more candidates than the voter is entitled to vote for, or

(c) on which anything is written or marked by which the voter can be identified except the
printed number on the back and other unique identifying mark, or

(d) which is unmarked or void for uncertainty,
shall, subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), be void and not counted.

(2) Where the voter is entitled to vote for more than one candidate, a ballot paper shall not be
deemed to be void for uncertainty as respects any vote as to which no uncertainty arises and that
vote must be counted.

(3) A ballot paper on which the vote is marked—
(a) elsewhere than in the proper place, or
(b) otherwise than by means of a cross, or

(c) by more than one mark,
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shall not for such reason be deemed to be void (either wholly or as respects that vote) if an intention
that the vote shall be for one or other of the candidates clearly appears, and the way the paper is
marked does not itself identify the voter and it is not shown that he can be identified by it.

(4) The returning officer must—

(a) endorse the word “rejected” on any ballot paper which under this rule is not to be counted;
and

(b) in the case of a ballot paper on which any vote is counted under paragraph (2), endorse the
words “rejected in part” on the ballot paper and indicate which vote or votes have been
counted,

and must add to the endorsement the words “rejection objected to” if any objection is made by a
counting agent to his decision.

(5) The returning officer must draw up a statement showing the number of ballot papers rejected,
including those rejected in part, under the several heads of—

(a) want of official mark;

(b) voting for more candidates than voter is entitled to;

(c) writing or mark by which the voter could be identified;
(d) unmarked or void for uncertainty,

and the statement must record the number of ballot papers rejected in part.

Decisions on ballot papers

48. The decision of the returning officer on any question arising in respect of a ballot paper shall
be final, but shall be subject to review on an election petition.

Equality of votes

49. Where, after the counting of the votes (including any re-count) is completed, an equality
of votes is found to exist between any candidates and the addition of a vote would entitle any of
those candidates to be declared elected, the returning officer must forthwith decide between those
candidates by lot, and proceed as if the candidate on whom the lot falls had received an additional
vote.

PART 4

Final Proceedings in Contested and Uncontested Elections

Declaration of result

50.—(1) In a contested election, when the result of the poll has been ascertained, the returning
officer must forthwith—

(a) declare to be elected the candidate or candidates to whom more votes have been given
than to the other candidates, up to the number of councillors to be elected;

(b) give notice of the name of each candidate to whom sub-paragraph (a) applies to the proper
officer of the council for which the election is held; and

(c) give public notice of the name of each candidate elected and of the total number of votes
given for each candidate (whether elected or not) together with the number of rejected
ballot papers under each head shown in the statement of rejected ballot papers.
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(2) In an uncontested election, the returning officer must as soon as practicable after the latest
time for the delivery of notices of withdrawals of candidature—

(a) declare to be elected the person or persons remaining validly nominated;

(b) give notice of the name of each person to whom sub-paragraph (a) applies to the proper
officer of the council for which the election is held; and

(c) give public notice of the name of each such person.

PART 5

Disposal of Documents

Sealing up of ballot papers

51.—(1) On the completion of the counting at a contested election the returning officer must seal
up in separate packets the counted and rejected ballot papers, including ballot papers rejected in part.

(2) The returning officer must not open the sealed packets of—
(a) tendered ballot papers, or
(b) certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll.

(3) Where the returning officer discharges the functions referred to in regulation 5 of the
Combination of Polls Regulations, he must also not open the sealed packets of—

(a) the completed corresponding number lists, or

(b) the marked copies of the register of electors (including any marked copy notices issued
under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and lists of proxies.

Delivery of documents to relevant registration officer

52.—(1) The returning officer must then forward to the relevant registration officer the following
documents—

(a) the packets of ballot papers in his possession,

(b) the ballot paper accounts and the statements of rejected ballot papers and of the result of
the verification of the ballot paper accounts,

(c) the tendered votes lists, the lists of voters with disabilities assisted by companions, the lists
of votes marked by the presiding officer and the related statements, the lists maintained
under rule 41, and the declarations made by the companions of voters with disabilities,

(d) the packets of the completed corresponding number lists,
(e) the packets of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll, and

(f) the packets containing marked copies of registers (including any marked copy notices
issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D) of the 1983 Act) and of the postal voters list, of the
lists of proxies and of the proxy postal voters list.

(2) At an election where the returning officer does not discharge the functions referred to in
regulation 5 of the Combination of Polls Regulations, paragraph (1) shall have effect as if sub-
paragraphs (c), (d) and (e) were omitted.

(3) In this rule and in rules 53, 54 and 55 references to the relevant registration officer are to—

(a) the registration officer of the local authority in whose area the principal area election is
held;
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(b) if the electoral area of the relevant election or referendum comprises any part of the area
of more than one local authority, the registration officer of the local authority in whose
area the greater or greatest (as the case may be) number of electors is registered;

(c) if the returning officer discharges the functions referred to in regulation 5 of the
Combination of Polls Regulations, the registration officer of the local authority in whose
area the principal area election is held,

and for these purposes “local authority” does not include the Greater London Authority.

Orders for production of documents

53.—(1) An order—

(a) for the inspection or production of any rejected ballot papers, including ballot papers
rejected in part, in the custody of the relevant registration officer, or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any
counted ballot papers in his custody,

may be made by a county court, if the court is satisfied by evidence on oath that the order is required
for the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an offence in relation to ballot papers,
or for the purpose of an election petition.

(2) An order for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of any counted
ballot papers in the custody of the relevant registration officer may be made by an election court.

(3) An order under this rule may be made subject to such conditions as to—
(a) persons,
(b) time,
(c) place and mode of inspection,
(d) production or opening,

as the court making the order may think expedient; but in making and carrying into effect an order for
the opening of a packet of the completed corresponding number lists or certificates as to employment
on duty on the day of the poll or for the inspection of counted ballot papers, care must be taken
that the way in which the vote of any particular elector has been given shall not be disclosed until
it has been proved—

(i) that his vote was given; and
(i1) that the vote has been declared by a competent court to be invalid.
(4) An appeal lies to the High Court from any order of a county court under this rule.

(5) Any power given under this rule to a county court may be exercised by any judge of the court
otherwise than in open court.

(6) Where an order is made for the production by the relevant registration officer of any document
in his possession relating to any specified election—

(a) the production by him or his agent of the document ordered in such manner as may
be directed by that order shall be conclusive evidence that the document relates to the
specified election; and

(b) any endorsement on any packet of ballot papers so produced shall be prima facie evidence
that the ballot papers are what they are stated to be by the endorsement.

(7) The production from proper custody of—
(a) a ballot paper purporting to have been used at any election, and
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(b) acompleted corresponding number list with a number marked in writing beside the number
of the ballot paper,

shall be prima facie evidence that the elector whose vote was given by that ballot paper was the
person whose entry in the register of electors or on a notice issued under section 13B(3B) or (3D)
of the 1983 Act at the time of the election contained the same number as the number written as
mentioned in subparagraph (b) of this paragraph.

(8) Save as by this rule provided, no person shall be allowed to inspect any rejected or counted
ballot papers in the possession of the relevant registration officer or open any sealed packets of the
completed corresponding number lists or of certificates as to employment on duty on the day of
the poll.

Retention of documents

54. The relevant registration officer must retain for one year all documents relating to an election
forwarded to him in pursuance of these Rules by a returning officer, and then, unless otherwise
directed by an order of a county court, the Crown Court, a magistrates’ court or an election court,
must cause them to be destroyed.

PART 6
Death of Candidate

Countermand or abandonment of poll on death of a candidate

55.—(1) If at a contested election proof'is given to the returning officer’s satisfaction before the
result of the election is declared that one of the persons named or to be named as candidate in the
ballot papers has died, then the returning officer must countermand notice of the poll or, if polling has
begun, direct that the poll be abandoned, and the provisions of subsections (1) and (5) of section 39
of the 1983 Act(48) apply in respect of any vacancy which remains unfilled.

(2) Neither the countermand of the poll at the principal area election nor the direction that that
poll be abandoned shall affect the poll at each relevant election or referendum.

(3) Where the poll at the principal area election is abandoned by reason of a candidate’s death,
no further ballot papers shall be issued.

(4) Atthe close of the poll at each relevant election or referendum the presiding officer must take
the like steps (so far as not already taken) for the delivery to the returning officer of ballot boxes
and ballot papers and other documents as he would be required to do if the poll at the principal area
election had not been abandoned.

(5) The returning officer must dispose of ballot papers used at the principal area election (at
which a candidate has died) as he is required to do on the completion in due course of the counting
of the votes, subject to paragraphs (6) and (7).

(6) It is not necessary for any ballot paper account at that election to be prepared or verified.

(7) Having separated the ballot papers relating to each relevant election or referendum, the
returning officer must take no step or further step for the counting of the ballot papers used at the
principal area election (at which a candidate has died) or of the votes cast at that principal area
election.

(48) Subsection (1) of section 39 was amended by the Local Government Act 1985 (c.51), Schedule 17, and the Representation
of the People Act 1985 (c.50), section 19(2).
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(8) The returning officer must seal up all the ballot papers used at the principal area election
(whether the votes on them have been counted or not) and it shall not be necessary to seal up counted
and rejected ballot papers in separate packets.

(9) The provisions of these Rules as to the inspection, production, retention and destruction of
ballot papers and other documents by the relevant registration officer relating to a poll at a principal
area election apply to any such documents relating to a poll abandoned by reason of a candidate’s
death subject to paragraphs (10) and (11).

(10) Ballot papers on which the votes were neither counted nor rejected must be treated as counted
ballot papers.

(11) No order is to be made for—
(a) the production or inspection of any ballot papers, or

(b) for the opening of a sealed packet of the completed corresponding number lists or of
certificates as to employment on duty on the day of the poll,

unless the order is made by a court with reference to a prosecution.

PART 7
Appendix of Forms

Note:—The forms contained in this Appendix may be adapted so far as circumstances require.
— Form of Nomination Paper
Form of Candidate’s Consent to Nomination
Form of Front of Ballot Paper
Form of Back of Ballot Paper
Directions as to Printing the Ballot Paper
Corresponding Number List M1
Corresponding Number List M2

Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use where there is joint issue and receipt of postal ballot
papers)

Form of Postal Voting Statement (for use when a local government poll is combined with
another poll but the postal ballot papers are not combined)

Official Poll Card (to be sent to an elector voting in person)

Official Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an elector voting by post)

Official Proxy Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting in person)
Official Proxy Postal Poll Card (to be sent to an appointed proxy voting by post)
Form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voting

Form of Certificate of Employment

Form of declaration to be made by the companion of a voter with disabilities
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Huls 4

Local Government Elections
Form of Momination Paper

Ol 1 Donily

Db el Trw delmared fnh

SELECTION OF COURNCILLORS A COURNCILLOR forthe oo,
*Electoral divisson'wand of the *county/district Londen borough/county borowgh of
*Dielete whichever is mappropriale

Thate o @heeion. ..o

We, the undersigned, bemng local government clectors for the said *eloctoral divesion'ward do hercby
nominate the under-mentioned person as a candidate a1 the said electwn.

Candidate's Oher Commaonly Commanly Description | Home Address
surmEame Toremames in used usid (il any) in Tull
Tuall LU g HEL T larenames s 0 e
{if wn) {if nmyh tham dx waords
Electaral Mumber
Signatuare FPrint Mame Polling Dhstrict  WNumber

We, the undersigned being local govermment
electors for the saxd ®zlectoral divisionfward, do
hireby msent 1o the foregoing nommation

Signalure

B0 =d Th Un de ek RO ==

MNOTES

1. The atiention of canshidaies and eleciors = dawn o the rules for fillmg wp nominatien papers and
other provisions relsing to nomination papers contained in the clections mles in Schedule 3 to the
Local Elections (Principal Arcas) Rules 2006,

2. Where a candidate is commenly knewwn by some titke they may be described by their tithe as af it
were their sumame.

3 Where a candidate commonly wses a nams which is different from any ofhier name they have, the
commanly wed name may alse appear on the nomination paper, but if' it doss so, the commonly
used mame (instead of any other name) will appear on the ballot paper

4. But the ballot paper will show the other name if the retuming officer thinks that the use of the
commanly wsed name may

(a) be likely to mislesd or confuse electors, or
(b that the commonly wed name is obscene or offemive.
5 The description, if anv, can anly be
{2} one ceriified as an authonised or regisiered descnphion as mentioned in nale 5 of the
clection mules, or
(k) the word *Tndependent™
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6 An elector may not —
{a)  subserbe more neminatim papers than there are vacancies to be Glled in the electoral
area in which the clection is held; or
(b)  subscribe a nomination paper for more than one electoral arca in the same
“eounty/district Londen borough'county boraugh.
7. Inthis Form “elector™
{a} means a person whose name is registered m the regisier of local govemment electors
for the clectoral area in question on the last day for the peblication of notice of clection;
and
(b inchedes a person then shown in the repister as below votimg age if (but only if) it
appears from the register that he will be of vodmg age on the day fixed for the pell.
8  However. o person who has an anonymous entry in the register of local government electorns
canol nominate & candidate for election.

# Delete whichevwer iz inappropate
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Ruls 7
Local Government Elections

Form of Candidate’s Consent to Nomination
Froad ol form

LI T

Timamie i R0 e e e aan e
O (rcamniz el @5 V.00 oo si e s e e
hereby consent to my nomination &5 a candidate for clection as councillor for the

e glectoral division'ward} of the *county/district London borough'county
*Dielete whichever is inappraprisle

1 declare that on the day of my nomination [ am qualified and that, if there is a poll on the day of
gloction, [ will be qualified to be w0 clocted by vire of being on that day or those davs a qualifying
Commumwealth citizen, a citzen of the Republic of Ireland or a citizen of anedher Member State of
the European Community, who has attamed the age of 18 years and that

* {a) | am registered as a local govemment elector for the area of the *county'district'or London
borough'county borough named above in respect of L {epealifiing adaress tn fill)

and my electoral mmmber {see MNote below) is. ..o on 08

* (b1 I have during the whole of the 12 monihs preceding that day or those days occapied as owner or
tenant of the following land or other premises in the area [descriprion and address of land or
3 R L. |

* {eh my prmeipal or only place of work during those 12 months has been i that
*epunty, district London borough'county barough a1 [zive sddress of place of wark and, where
cpprapriate, Bame ol SMPIAVET] Lo e e L ar

*{d) I have during the whole of those twelve months resided in that ares at (give address in il

#Dhedete whichever & inappropriate

1 declare that to the best of my knowledpe and balief | am not disqualified for being elected by reason
of any disqualification set out in section 30 of the Local Govermnmem Act 1972 or any decision made
under section 79 of the Local Government Act 2000, {copies of which are printed overleaf) and 1 do
not hokl a politieally restricied post, within the meaning of Part 1 of the Local Government and
Housmg Act 1989, wnder a local authority, within the meaning of that Part,

Date of birth i
Smalline e
Dhate OF QOMEEIL i
Sigmed momy prosence

Sigmature of WINESS —.0vverienrinnern s s s

Name and address of WHRESE ... e
(WEITE CLEAELY)

Moles
1. A persan’s electoral number is his number in the register to be used at the election (including the
distinctive letter of the parliamentary polling district in which he is registeraed).
2 A candidate who is qualified by more than one gualification may complete any of those that may
appely.
Back of ferm
et art sections 80 and 81 afthe Local Government Aet 1972 and section 70 af the Local
Crovernmient Act 2000 fas anerdad from time to e,
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Rule 16
Local Government Elections

Form of Front of Ballot Paper

VOTE FOR NO MORE

AN ... CANDIDA'L

BASWRA

Parcsh Baswra
1 20 Kineade Road, Small Heath. =
Birmingham B10 9JG LIBERAL
DEMOCRATS

Liberal Democrat

CRANLEY ool

2 Alana Cranley - =
4 Kennil Read, Perry Bar, -
Birmingham B32 511 P —— 'ﬁ
Green Party

EDGBASTON The
2 Richard Edgbaston CCIITI mon
& Tagwood Lane. Small Heath, Good

Bumingham B10 0BH

The Commen Goad Party

GUNNIL-W.

= .

h 33 Horsemeadow Lane, Sheldon, I.abour#
Bumimgham B25 3GD

The Labour Party Candidate

SMITH
CATHERINE ANGELINA Smith

s 21 Termn Grove, Selly Oalk.
Birmingham B32 SIP
Independent
SMITH
KEITH JAMES Smith
L The Links, 3 Kingsdown Ronad,
Birmingham B44 4JN Conservatives
The Conservative Party Candidat
Form of Back of Ballot Paper
MNumber
Other Unigue Tdentifving Mark
Election forthe *(............ oo i i e e oo o electoral division/ward) of the
T countyy ot/ Tondon borough/county borough) ol o0 00

(=] 1 RPN rees 20,

S Defete whichever is inappropriate
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Rube 162)

Laocal Government Elections

Directions as to Printing the Ballot Paper

1. MNothing is to be printed on the hallot paper except in accordance with these directions.

2. So far & practicable, the following arrangements shall be observed m the printing of the ballot
paper-

jad no word shall be printed on the face except the direction “VOTE FOR NO MORE
THAMN....... CANDIDATES' ar, where only one candidaie s o be elected, “VOTE FOR
ONE CANDIDATE ONLY', the particulars of the candilates and words forming part of
emblems;

no rule shall be printed on the fase cocept the horomtal mule separating the direction
ITIISl'IlI.iJﬂI:Hl iI'I pﬂ'dg‘l’l]'ll'l |'|:I.| ilhl:l\'!' Eﬂll'l'l lhu Flilﬂ.ilJJIHr!l IJf “'IB Lﬂ:l'bllldﬂ.'l:ﬂ J.I1I'J. 1l'll:l I'IIJI'if.HﬂtHI
rules separating the particulars of the condulates from one ansther and the vertical rukes
separatimg those partizulars from the numbers on the lefi-hamd-side and the spaces on the right
where the vole is 0 be marked;

the whole space between the top and bottom of the paper shall be equally divided between the
dircetion mentioned in paragraph ja) above and cach of the candidates by the herizental males
mentiomed m paragraph (b above,

ih

L5

Mothing in paragraph 2 prohibits the face of the ballot paper containing more than one column of
numtbers, candidate's particulars and spaces where the vote s to be marked. If the retuming officer
thimks it is approprate fr the ballot paper to ke prmted with more than one column, 0 sech a case,
ench column must be separated by o double veriizal rule.

3. The direction mentioned in paragraph 2¢a) above shall be printed in large capitals.

4, The surname of each candidate shall in all cases be printesl by sts2lf in large capitals, and ther full
particulars shall be set out below it and shall be printed in ordinary typs except that small capitals
shall be used -
deed if the siermame 1s the 2ame ax another candidate's, for their other names: and
ihi i the other names are also the same as the other candidate’s, either for their home address or

for their description unless each of them is the same 2 thot of another condslate with the
same surmams and other names.

5 Where an emblem is io be priniesd against o candulaie’s particulars
dad it shall ke printed between the candidate’s particulars and the vertical mle separating the

candidate’s particulars from the spaces where the vote is to be marked; and
dB) it size as printed shall not excesd two centimetres sguane.

6. The number snd other unigue identifying martk shall be printed on the back of the ballot paper.
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Rule 17
Corresponding Number List — M1
{to be used when a local government election is combined
with another election/referendum)
Electoral
dmvision'ward:
CateatPoll:
3'1:“ NDI rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
Ballot Paper Number Unigue Identifying Mark Elector Number
Hdenrify the mumber issued Tadentific the mrk for each fier Be completed only in
[for election referendm Baliat paper respect af ballot papers
ixswed o postal voters)
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Rule 17
Corresponding Number List — M2
{to be used in pelling stations when a local government election
is combined with another election/referendum)

Electorl

drvsion'ward:
Drate af Poll:
Palling Stateon:
Sheet Mo

Ballot Paper Number Elector Mumber
tderartify the mumber ssved for
et refitreidem
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Rubhe 22
Form of Postal Voting Statement
(for use where there is a joint 1ssue and receipt of postal ballot papers)

Pastal Voting Statement

*Wnter's name: Ballot paper Mos
HReturmng fficer o fesert wame bl omid where ballal papers senf o ar anosyvmons efecior

[other idemtitying marks]

You must provide vour [# signature and] date of birth, I you do nid, the postal voting
statement will be invalid and your vobe will not be counted.

L AMTHE PERSON THE BALLOT PAPERS WUMBEEED AROVE WERE SENT TO

Date of birth {voter's date of binh)
.

{voler's signature)
#3ignature IMPORTANT — Keep
signature within hoeder

#HiReturming Officer foomit where a person b been grasfed a weaher)

Flectoral fraud is = crime, Yow must wot vole usng a ballst paper that is not addressed to
you or interfere with another voter's hallot paper.

FLEASE EEAD INSTEUCTIONS TO THE VOTER
Issued by the Retuming Officer

IMETRDCTIONS TO THE VOTER

Complete the ballot paper voursell and in private. If you need help contact the Returning
OfAcer's stall ax shown helow

[comtact details for assistance
inchade address as appraprinte]

1 Ve must provide voar [# signature and| date of bisth. If vou do not, this postal voting
statement will be invalid and your vote(s) will not be counted,

2. When vou are voling in a local government election {[irsert colmur af hailot paper] ballot
paper), mark a cross { X) in the box on the right hand side of cach ballot paper opposite the
mamie of each cancadateds ) vou are voding for. [Vete for ONE candilate only]*[Vote fer no
more than [ ... | candidates|®.

3. When you arc voling in a Parliamentary clection ([insert calour of ballat paper] ballot

paper), mark a gross (%) m the box on the mght hond side of the ballot paper opposite the
name of the candidate you are voting for, Vote for ONE camdidate only.

4. When you are voling in a Buropean Padliamentary election {[ msert color of ballof paper]
ballot paper), mark a cross (X} in the box on the nght hand skle of the name of the party or
indrvidual candiate of vour chadcs. Vote for ONE party or candidate only.

5 [#* When vou are voling in a Greater London Autharity election—

(a) |* i the constituency members” election §| et colowr of ballar paper] ballo
paper), mark a crosa (X)) m the box on the right hand side of the name of the party or
individual candidate of your cheace. Vate for ONE candidate only. ]

(b3 [* in the London members” election ([ imsert colour of balloet paper] ballot paper),
mark a cross (X) in the box on the right hand side of the name of the party or individual
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camdidate of yvour chodce. Vote for ONE party or candidate cnly. |

{2} [* in the London Mayoral election ([inserr coleur of ballor paper] ballo paper),
vole ONCE in column one for your FIRST CHOICE and ONCE in column two for
your SECOND CHOICE ||

I* When vou arc woting in a [* specify] election ([insert cobour of ballot paper] ballot
paper), mark a cross (X)) m the box on the right hand side of the name of the candidaie of
your choice. Vote for ONE candidaste only/Vaote ONCE in column one for vour FIRST
CHOICE and ONCE in eolumn two for your SECORD CHOICE.®)

T [* When you are voting in a referendum, mark a cross (X)) in the box on the right hand side
of the amswer of vour choice. Vote ONCE only )

=™

8 Dw not mark vour ballot papers in any ether way or your votes may not be counted.

9 I you need help viding, the person helpmg vou maust nod tell anyone how you voled.

ik Pui all the ballot papers m the small envelope marked & and scal

11. Complete the postal voting statement by signing it and providing your date of birth.

12. Then put the envelope marked A together with the postal voting statement in the larger
envelope marked B, Retum it straightaway.

Aler receiving this postal vole, you canmad vole in person ol a pelling station ot this
election,
If you acculentally spoil any of vour ballot papers, you can apply to the Retuming Officer for a
replacement before 3 pam. o [dvilare of poll]. You must retum all the ballot papers, the
postal voting statement. and the eovelopes marked A& and B, Make swre you contact the
Reteming Officer 25 soen as possible.

! Your ballot paprers and the postal voling statement must be recoived by the Retuming Officer
by 10pm on [day/'dare of podl]. You can deliver your completed postal vote to any polling
stadion in vour electoral arca’'ward on pollme day.

Electoral fraud is a crime. You musi not vote using a ballot paper that is not addressed (o
vou or interfere with another voter’s ballot papers.

It is illegal o vole more than once {(unless you are appointed as o proxy for another
elector) af the same election,

8 Returning (fficer to omit whers o person has been gromted o waiver)

* Dalete whichever & inappropriate
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Rule 22
Form of Postal Voting Statement
i for use when a local government poll is combined with another poll
but the postal ballot papers are not combined)
Pastal Voting Statement
*Wpker's name; Ballot paper Mo (Calour]
*Feturming Cfficer fo fesert mame bur omit wheee ballor papers zenf fo an edoimrmons elecrong
[other Mentifving mark)

You must provide vour [# signatare and| date of birth, 17 you doe not, the postal voling
statement will be invalid and your voie will not be counted,

I AM THE FERSON THE BALLOT PAFER NUMBERED AROVE WAS SENT TO

Diate af birth | I || | | | I | l | {voter”s date of birth)

{vober's signature)
Signature IMPORTANT - Keep
signature within border

#Returming Officer fo omid where a persan has been gramsed o waiver)

Fleetiral fraud is a crime. You must nl vole osing a balbst paper that is not addresed (o
v ar inderfere with amsther voter™s ballol paper.

PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER
Issued b the Retuming Officer

TMETRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER

Complete the ballot paper yoursell and in private. I vou need help contact the Returning
Oiicer™s stalT os shown below

[contact detsils For assigtanes

inchude address as appropriate]

1. You must provide your [# signature and| date of birth, Yo muest do this even if vou have
already signed o postal voling statement in respect of another clection to be held on the
same day. If you do nod, this postal voting statement will be invalid and vour vode{s) will
not be counted,

2. [Vole for no more than [... | candidates | [Vote for ONE candidate only]. Do not mark the
ballot paper in any other way or your vobe(s) may not be counted.

3. Mark o cross (%) mthe box on the mghi hand side of the balkst paper oppesiic the name of
the candidate(s) you are voting for,

4. IF vou need help voting, the person belping vou must ot tell anyene how vou vited.

3 Different cobours are used for the balket papers for each election [and referendum*). Each
hallet paper hos s own balkst paper envelope (marked Aj), postal voding stafement and
retumn envelope (marked B). The reum emvelope and postal voling statement for sach
hallot paper refer to the colour of that ballot paper. It s imporiant that you use the comect

envelopes amd postal voting stalement or your vote may ned be counted. You may find it
helpful to sort the documents into separate sets.

6. Pt the ballot paper in the small envelope marked & and seal it
7. Complete the postal vading statement by signing it, and providing vour date of birth,
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& Then put the envelope marked A together with e pestal voling statement i the large
envelope marked B, Retum it straightaway.

After recelving this postal vote, you cannod vole in person al a polling station at this

election.

It you accubentally spoil your ballet paper, you can apply to fhe Returming Officer for a

replacement before 3 pom. on [dovidete of paffl. You must retumn the spoilt balkot paper, the

postal voting statement, and the covelopos marked A and B, Make sure you contact the

Fetwming Officer &3 soon as possible

! Your ballot paper and the postal voling statement must be received by the Returning Officer
by 10pm on [daydare of padf]. You can delnver your completed postal vole to any polling
station in your electoral arca'ward on pelling day.

Electoral fraud is a crime. You must not vote using a ballot paper that ks nod addressed (o
vou or interfere with another voter’s ballof paper.

It is “ll.-gil i vl mre than once (unless O e :ppuirllm] EER N for anuther
elector) at the same election,

#{ Returning Officer to omit where a parson s baen gromted a walver)
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OFFICIAL POLL CARD Rule 25
(1o be sent 1o an elector voling in persomn)
Frowt of card
OFFICIAL POLL CARD

Council: Mumber on register:
Electoral division ward: *Name
Palling Diav: e

® Address
Polling hours: 7 aum. to 10 pom.
Your polling station will be: *{Rerurning Oficer to. amit where poll card sent o an

anceymens elector. Poll aard o anorymons electar

miust b delivered in a sealed eavelope. )

*This cord is For information onky, Yow con vide withowt it, bot it will save vou time il vou
take it to the polling station and show it to the clerk there.

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIN CARD

Baek of card

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

*When you go to the polling station., tell the clerk your nome and address, as shown on the front
of the card.

*The clerk will confirm vour details on the register.

When you are given your ballot paper. go to one of the pelling booths, Mark a cross (X) in the
b e the mght hamel side of the balket paper oppesite the namels) o the candadateds ) vou ane
wvoling for,

|Vote for no more than |... | candidates] |Vote for ONE candidate only]. Do not pui any
other mark on the ballot paper, or vour vole may not be counted,

If you spoil your ballot paper by mistake, show il to the presiding officer and ask for a
replacement.

Fold the ballot paper in two. Show the presiding officer the number and other unsque identitving
mark on the hack of the ballot paper, but do not let anvene sce vour vote. Put the ballot paper in
the ballot box and leave the polling statwon.

If you will be away on the date of the poll —

*  Wou can apply to vote by post. Your application must be recerved by the Returning Officer
before Spm on /-1 deydate deadiine]. If vou are given a postal vote, vou will not be
entitled 1o vole in person at this election.

= Wou can apply 1o vate by proxy (this means someone ele can vole on your behall), Your
application must be recetved before Spm on (-6 day'dare deadling]. 1If you appoint a proxy,
wou can still vole in this election yourself if vou do so before your proxy has voted for yvou,

In certain circumstances it may be possible to apply to vote by proxy after -6 dawdate deadiine].

To change any of your voding arrangements please contact [elpd ne sisnber] as soon as possible,

Issued by the Beturning Officer
[Whera poil card sent fo on anonvevses alector substiiute for the parapraphs sorked with
* above=
You must have this card with you when you vede. You canned vote without it

When vou go to the polling station, ask to speak to the presiding officer and show them this
caril.

The presiding oflicer will confirm your eniry on ihe regisier|.
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OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD Rube 25
ito be sent to an elector voting by post)
Frond of card
OFFICIAL POSTAL POLL CARD
Couneil: This nodice 1 b tell you that you have asked to vole
by post for this clection, and you will not be able to
Electaral divisson/wand: vote i a plling station. If vou want 1o cancel vour
prstal vide please the helplme number shown below
For the election on: | dayidate| before Spmi an /-1 dawdate deadline].
) We will send vour postal voting papers
Number on Register: around |day/dare].
" 4 Address: Acldressad w:
ST an P {Mame and MAulilress )
®(Returming Officer o omit where pali If your postal vating papers have not
cerrad st tee ot anetomious elector. Poll | arvived by [daydute] call: [helpline
el fo ananymous elector must b nimber| and ask for help.
defivered in o sealed emelope )

It you lose or accidentally spoil vour postal ballot paper, pleass call the helpling number shown
abowe as soon as possible. Replacement ballot papers can only be isswed before 3 pam. on
[yt o peadl].

This card is to provide you with information about voting by posi.

SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD
Bactk af card

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

When you receive your postal voding pack, please read the instractions with it carefully before
completing your postal ballot paper.

Do mot let anvone see your vide. [ vou need help voting, the person helping vou must m tell
amyone how vou have voted. You can get independent lelp from the Retuming Officer please
call the helpling number shown below.

¥ om st sigm thie postal votmg statement (unless you have been pranted a waiver by prior
arrangement with the Retuming Officer) and provide vour date of birth. This is a seeurity
measurg, 10 will not affect your vole or mean it can be wentified. Without vour signanere and
date of birth the siatement will not be valid and your vole will not be counted.  The Beluming
(HYicer can cross check vour sipnature against other records that they hold.,

If vou lose or acedentally spoil vour ballot paper, please call the helplne number shown below
as =pom as possible. We can only issue replacement postal ballot papers before 5 pom, on

I daydate af pail].

Complete and retisn vouer postal vote s soon as possible. The Retwrmmg Officer must recenve
your pastal vate by Wipm on [davibre of poll]. You can deliver your completed voling papers (o
amy parllmg station in the elecioral area.

If you want to vode m person at these clections, vou must cancel your postal vole before 3 pam. on
[0 dawdoe deadling].

If vou need any assistance, please call owr helpline on: [Felpiine numiber].

It is an ofTence to vole using a ballot paper that was not mldressed o vou.
Issued by the Retumimg Offcer
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OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD Hule 35
(10 be sent (o an appomied proxy voling in person)
Frans af card

OFFICIAL PROXY POLL CARD

Coaneil: *This poll card is to tell you that for this election,
the elector named on the back of this card has
Electoral division ward: appomicd vou as their prosdy.

Palling [ay: *Proxy s name
Polling hewrs: T aum. fo W pom. |

Elector's polling station will be:

*iRemrning Opficer to omit where poll card sent ta

the peoxy of an anosyeious elector. Poll card fo

preuy of anonymos elector must be delivered in @

semed envelope. )

=This card is for information enly. You can vote without it, bui it will save time if you
take it do the polling station and show it G the clerk there,

SEE FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE BACK OF THIS CARD

Back of card

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION
*This ol card is 1o tell you that for this election you are appointed as proxy for:

*{Elector's number om register)

“When you go o the polling station, tell the clerk that you wish fo vele as proxy on behalf of
the vober shown above.

The clerk will confirm the details on the register.

When you are given the ballot paper, go to one of the polling boaths. Mark a cross (X)) n the
o an thie right hand side of the ballot paper opposite the namels) of the candidate(s) the
elector ks voting for,

[Vabe for no more than |... | candidates] [Vote for ONE candidate only]. Do not put any
other mark on the ballot paper, or the vote may not be counted.

I wou spoil the ballst paper by misiake, show il o the presidmg officer and ask for a
replacensent.

Fold the ballat paper in twa. Show the presidmg officer the number and other unigue

wheniifying mark on the back of the ballet paper, but do not lef anyone see the vote. Put the
bailks paper in the balket box and leave the pelling station,

If wou will be away on the date of the poll, you can apply before Spm on -1 daypdara
dzadline] to vote by post. 1f you are given a postal vote, vou of the elector will sor be cititled
to wole i person at this election,

The persen who appointed you as prosy may vole at this election. If they wish to do so they
must vale in person before vou vole on ther bahalf,
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It is illegal to do any of the following:
* Vot more than once (unlbess you are apponted as o prosy for another elector) at the same
election,

#  Vole as a proxy ot the same election for two or more persons unless you are their spouss,
civil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandchild.

*  Vole as a proxy for a person if you know that the person is subject o a legal incapacity o
Wikl

If voou neesd any assistance, please call sur helpling on: [helpdine number|.
Issued by the Betuming Officer

| W here poil card sent to the praxy of an anonvmois elector substitule for the text marked with
* aherva-

Wom must have this cord with you when yom vede, you cannod vole as proxy without it,
Wou are entitled to vobe as proxy for the elector whose electoral mumber is shown below:

(Elector’s number on register)

To vole as proxy vou mest go b the polling statisn shown on the front of this card, Ask o
speak to the presiding officer and show them this card].
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OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARID Rule 25
(1o bee senl 1o an appoinied proxy voling by post)
Frant of card
OFFICIAL PROXY POSTAL POLL CARD
Council: Thiss poll card is 1o tell you that for this election, the
clector named on the back of this cand has appointel
Electoral division ward: voue as their proxy and veu have deeided to vete by
post. Yo will nat be abde fo vote on behall of the
For the election on: [ o dare] clector in g polling station, 1F vou want to cancel this
postal vote and vote m person on polling dav, please
Mlamme and Acldress (Prosy ) call the helpling number shown below beflore Spm on /-

H day date deadline).
We will send the proxy postal voting papers
avound [dayidare].

IT the postal voting papers have not arvived

by [dapdafe]| please call: [helpline number)
and ask for help.

If vou bose or accidentally spoil the elector’s postal ballot paper, please call the helpline rumber
shown above as soon as possible. Replacement ballot papers can only be Baned before Spm on

[yt o ],

This card is to provide you with information about voting by post.
SEE INFORMATION ON THE BACE OF THIS CARD

Back of card

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

“This pall card is to tell von that for this election vou are appointed as proxy for the elector
mamned below and you have decided to vote by past,

t{FMmrrﬁmm}

" Elector's address)

When you recenve the pastal vatmg pack, please read the instructions with it carefully before
campleting the postal ballol paper,

Do pot let anyone see vour vote. It you need help votmg, the person helping you must not tell
anvone how you have visted.

You must sign the postal voting statement (unless vou have besn granted o wamver by prior
arrangement with the Retuming Officer) and provide your date of birth. This is a security
meagure. [t will not affect your vote or mean it can be identified. Withowt your signature and
date of birth the statement will not be valid amd your vote will not be counted. The Retuming
Officer can cross check your signature against other records they hold.

If wou kse or accidentally spoil the postal hallot paper, please call the helpline number shown
below as soom as possible. We can oaly issise replacememt postal ballot papers before Spem on
(e date of o).

Complete and retum the postal vole as soon as possible, The Retuming Officer must receive the
postal vode by 10pm on [dapdate of poll]. You can deliver vour completed voting papers to any
polling station in your electoral arcaward

If wou want to vole in person as a proccy at these elections, you must cancel your postal vote
hefore 5 pom. on -1 1§ day'date deadline].
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It is illegal to do any of the following:
®  Viole more than onee (unbess vou are appoanted as o prosy for another elector) at the same
election,

*  Vole as a proxy at the same election for two or more persons unless you are their spouss,
evil partner, parent, grandparent, brother, sister, child or grandehild,

«  Vole as a prosy for a person if vou know that the peraon is subject to a legal incapacity to
vole.

If voru neesd any assistance, please call our helpline on: [ helpline number].

Issued by the Retumning Odficer

[Where podl card sent fo the praxy of an amenymass alacior substitide for tee text marked with
* crhores-

This poll card is to tell yvou that for this election von are appointed as proxy for the elector
whose electoral number is shown below and you have decided to vote by post,

Wou are entithed o vobe as proxy for the elector whaese electoral number is shown below:

(Elector’s number on register]]
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Rule 26(R)
Local Government Electinns
Form of directions for the guidance of the voters in voling

GUIDANCE FOR VOTERS AT COMBINELD FOLLS

1. ‘When you are given your ballot papers go to one of the pollmg booths.

L A, At the Parlismentary election mark a cross (X)) im the box on the right hand side of
the ballot paper opposite the name of the candidate you are voting for. Vote for ONE
candidate only.

B At the local government election(s) mark a cross (X} in the box on the right hand
side of each balloi paper opposite the name of each camndidate you are voting for.
[Vate for ONE candidate onlv]* [Vate for no more than ... candidates]*|.

C. [At the European Parliamentary election, mark a cross (X0 in the box on the right
hand side of the ballot paper opposite the name of the panty or individual candidate
you are voting Tor, Vote for ONE party or candadate only. | *

A0 [ At the Greater London Authority election

[(1) im ihe constituency members” election, voie for ONE candidate only]*

[(iiy in the London members” election, vole for ONE party or individual candidate
only]*

[(1i13 1 the London Mayoral election, wote ONCE m column one for vour FIRST
CHOICE and ONCE in coluwmn twa for yvour SECOND CHOICE. J*]*

+E. [At the [specifv other| election mark a cross () in the box on the right hand side
of the ballot paper oppesite the name of the candidate for whom you are voting. [Vote
ONCE omlv]*[Vote ONCE i column one for vour FIRST CHOICE and ONCE in
colummn two for vour SECOND CIIOICE]* |*.

F. [Ax the referendum mark a cross () im the box on the right of the answer of your
choice. Vote OMCE onby. |*

3. [Please do not fold the ballot papers for the [specify the electioniz) at which the votes are
to be counted electronically]. Fold any other ballot papen=) in two. Show the presiding
officer the number and other unique identifying mark on the back of the ballot paper, but
des mot let anvoene see vour vote, Put each ballot paper in the [appropriate® | ballot box and
leave the polling station, |*

3. [Fold each ballot paper in two, Show the presiding officer the meumber and other unigque
identifving mark on the back of the hallot paper, bui do not let anvone see your vote, Put
cach ballot paper in the [appropriaie® | ballot box and leave the polling station. |*

4, Vote only for the number of condidiates specified on each ballot paper [and only one of the
amswers available m the relerendum®]. Pul no other mark on the ballot papers, or your
vates may not be counted.

5. If vou spoil vour ballot paper by mistake, show 1t 1o the presiding officer and ask fora
replacement.

* Complete or omil as necessary

#Alternatively, msert such information as to the manner of voting as the GLEO may decide.
+ In the case of a mayoral election, alternatively, insert such information as to the manner of
voting as the returming officer may decide,
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Kuibe 5044)
Local Government Elections
Form of Certificate of Emplovment
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACTS
Election imahe ... *{Electoral divisionward) of the

*eounty district London borough/comnty borough of

Teertify that (name). ..o W S numbered

. .. in the register of electors for the electoral area |a.r:d valing areg] named
al:l-u'.c canned reasonably be expected to go in person 1o the polling station allotted 10 him or
her at the ®election referenduim on [date of podl] by reason of the particular circumstances of
his or her emplovment om that date for a purpose conmectad with the election
* ya} as a constable
* b by ime
Signature B T
* Returning CHTicer Police (MTicer (Inspector or above )

* Delete whichever is inappropriate

Wote:- The person named above is entitled 1o vote at any polling station of the above elecioral
areavoling area on production and surrender of this certificate to the presiding officer.
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Hule 37
Local Government Elections
Form of declaration to be made by the companion
af a vater with disabilities

PP {mame of companion
R {address of companion )
|1a.vi|13 hoen r:nql.lesﬂ.ull (R T T A iname af electar)
§i e cose ﬂ_ll'-u wler with aisabdities |7J.I'J'n3' G Ry, n:r:.l'u'.'ng ".'D‘I.ing s proxy for
............................................................... (name of elector)) whose number on the register
18 wonimsee e b regord their vote at the election]s]* and [*reterendum|s]]* now being held in this

*parliamentary constiieency’* Europeon Parlismentory region* Greater London Authority’ Assembly

comstrtueney:*distnet' London borough ™ parish or community™®local povernment areal,

Hdelete thaose words which are nappropriore

hereby doclare that

& 1 am entitled to vole a an cleetor at the said clection

o lamithe® . ... of the sand voter and have attamed the age of 18 vears, and

# 1 have not previously assisted any woter with disabilities Jemcepto....ooo
(e o ST BIOGIOr, GF 1evroeriesensseessrscresssestsas tomssesensssesss e s aclelress of ather elostor]

o vole al the said ebectons.
“Stute the relmtionshiy of the componion fo the vider

SUMEL e (Companion)

1, the umlersigned, being the presiding officer for e .. ipolling station ) for

BB e Slestomal divistanward ol ... 0 herehy
certify that the above declaration, having been first read to the above-named companion and was
sigmed by the companion in my presence.

Bhmmed e (Presiding Oificen)
DRHE i e e e
TG e e {anm. pr)

1. If the person makmg the above declaration knowingly and wilfully makes therein a statement
false in a material particular, he will be guilty of an offence.

z A voter with disabilities is a voter who has mads a declaration under local elections rules that
he B =0 mscapacitated by his blindness or other disability, or by his inability o read, as to be
unable to vole without ssistance.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This note is not part of the Rules)

These Rules provide for the conduct of elections of councillors of the council of a principal area, that
is a county, county borough, district or London borough. They replace the Local Elections (Principal
Areas) Rules 1986, as amended (“the 1986 Rules”), which are revoked by Schedule 1 to these Rules.

The rules in Schedule 2 to these Rules, like the rules in Schedule 2 to the 1986 Rules, apply with
adaptations, alterations and exceptions, the parliamentary elections rules (contained in Schedule 1 to
the Representation of the People Act 1983) for the purpose of the conduct of principal area elections.

The Rules differ from the 1986 Rules by including, with relevant alterations and exceptions, the
amendments made to the parliamentary elections rules by provisions of the Electoral Administration
Act 2006 (c.22) (“the 2006 Act”). Particular changes resulting from the 2006 Act are mentioned
below.

The Rules reflect changes made to nomination procedures. Candidates may use their common names
on nomination forms and ballot papers. The minimum age for a candidate is reduced from 21 to
18. The rules on the use of authorised descriptions by candidates standing on behalf of registered
political parties are amended to reflect amendments made to the Political Parties, Elections and
Referendums Act 2000 (c.41) (in sections 28A and 28B). Returning officers will be able to correct
minor errors on nomination papers.

The Rules reflect new security measures introduced by the 2006 Act. Security markings on ballot
papers are provided for; so too are unique identifying marks. Counterfoils on ballot papers are
replaced by corresponding number lists. Requirements are imposed requiring postal voters and postal
proxies to provide both their signature and date of birth when returning postal ballot papers.

The Rules reflect alterations as to the circumstances in which a person may give a tendered vote. New
requirements are introduced as to the information and accessibility of information to be provided
by returning officers to electors.

The Rules reflect the changes made as to the persons who may be admitted to a polling station and
the count to observe elections.

Amendments are made to provide for transmission of information to a presiding officer of alterations
to the electoral register taking effect on the day of the poll. Amendments consequential upon the
introduction of a scheme for the anonymous registration of certain electors are made.

The Rules reflect the changes made regarding the retention and inspection of election documents
after the poll.

Consequential amendments are made to all the existing forms prescribed for use at these elections.
New forms to implement the 2006 Act changes, which were prescribed in the Representation of the
People (England and Wales) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2006 (S.I. 2006/2910), have been
applied by these Rules with relevant modifications for the purposes of principal area elections.

Schedule 3 to these Rules sets out, as modified, the rules in Schedule 2 which apply when the
poll at a principal area election is taken together with the poll at a relevant election or referendum,
meaning a Parliamentary election, a European Parliamentary election, another local government
election (which includes Greater London Authority elections in London), or a referendum or election
for an elected mayor held under the Local Government Act 2000 (c.22).

Schedule 3 also incorporate modifications to the parliamentary elections rules made by the
Combination of Polls (England and Wales) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 2004/294 as amended by
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2006/3278) and regulation 65 of the Representation of the People (England and Wales) Regulations
2001 (S.I. 2001/341).
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