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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2006 No. 2785

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

The Wireless Telegraphy (Licensing
Procedures) Regulations 2006

Made       -      -      -      - 16th October 2006

Coming into force       -      - 16th November 2006

The Office of Communications (“OFCOM”) make the following Regulations in exercise of the
powers conferred on OFCOM by section 1D(3) of the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949(1) (“the 1949
Act”).
Before making the Regulations, OFCOM have given notice of their proposal to do so in accordance
with section 403(4)(a) of the Communications Act 2003(2) (“the 2003 Act”) as applied by
section 16(1A) of the 1949 Act, published notice of their proposal in accordance with section 403(4)
(b) of the 2003 Act as applied by section 16(1A) of the 1949 Act, and considered the representations
made to them before the time specified in the notice in accordance with section 403(4)(c) of the 2003
Act as applied by section 16(1A) of the 1949 Act.

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Wireless Telegraphy (Licensing Procedures)
Regulations 2006 and shall come into force on 16th November 2006.

Interpretation

2. In these Regulations—
“apparatus” means apparatus for wireless telegraphy;
“earth station” means a station situated either on the earth’s surface or within the earth’s
atmosphere which is intended for communication with a station beyond the earth’s atmosphere;
“equipment” means a station or apparatus;
“fixed station” means a station which only transmits from a fixed location;
“licence” means a licence under section 1 of the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949;
“mobile station” means a station which transmits while in motion; and

(1) 1949 c.54; section 1D was inserted by S.I. 1997/2930 and amended by paragraph 8 of Schedule 17 of the Communications
Act 2003 (c. 21). The same paragraph also inserted subsections 4A, 4B and 4C into section 1D.

(2) 2003 c.21.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1949/54
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1997/2930
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/21
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2003/21
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“station” means a station for wireless telegraphy.

Time limits for dealing with the grant of licences

3. A decision on an application for the grant of a licence shall be made, notified to the applicant
and published—

(a) in the case of any licence relating to radio frequencies allocated for use in the United
Kingdom Plan for Frequency Authorisation(3), not more than six weeks after the day of
the receipt of the application; and

(b) in any other case as soon as possible after the day of the receipt of the application.

Requirements that must be met for the grant of a licence

4.—(1)  Licences shall be granted by OFCOM, either—
(a) in relation to particular equipment; or
(b) in relation to any equipment falling within the description specified in the licence and

expressed by reference to such factors (including factors confined to the manner in which
it is established, installed or used), as are described in the licence.

(2)  An applicant for the grant of a licence (whether in respect of a station or apparatus) must
complete the licence application form which is appropriate for the class of licence being applied for
and must provide—

(a) the name and address of the applicant;
(b) where the duration for which the licence is required is less than twelve months, the

duration; and
(c) where information is specified as being required in the Schedule to these Regulations for

the class of licence concerned, that information.
(3)  An applicant for the grant of a licence in respect of a station must also provide—

(a) the frequencies on which the applicant wishes to operate the station;
(b) the location of any proposed fixed station;
(c) the position of any remote control point for a fixed station;
(d) the purpose or type of service for which the proposed station is intended;
(e) the type of station proposed for use;
(f) the intended geographical range of operation;
(g) the type, position, direction, signal strength, output power and signal beam width of each

antenna forming part of the proposed station;
(h) the modulation characteristics and data bit rate of—

(i) transmissions by the proposed station; and
(ii) any transmissions which are for the purpose of station recognition;

(i) the call sign desired by the applicant;
(j) information required for station site clearance in accordance with the publication UK

Radio Site Clearance Procedure published by OFCOM(4);

(3) The United Kingdom Plan for Frequency Authorisation is published by Ofcom in accordance with section 153(1) of the
Communications Act 2003 (c.21).

(4) UK Radio Site Clearance Procedure, (OFW191), November 2004.
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(k) in the case of an application in respect of a mobile station, an indication of whether or not
the station is to be established on board—

(i) an aircraft,
(ii) a ship; or

(iii) a train; and
(l) if the application is in relation to more than one fixed station, the length and direction of

proposed transmission signal paths between stations.

Particulars of the terms, provisions and limitations of licences

5.—(1)  Licences are granted subject to—
(a) a limitation as to the type of equipment which is authorised;
(b) a limitation as to the circumstances of use;
(c) a term providing for the licence to commence on the date of its grant and continue in force

until revoked by OFCOM or surrendered by the licensee;
(d) terms, as to the circumstances in which OFCOM may revoke or vary the licence;
(e) terms providing for the manner and payment of fees;
(f) a term as to access and inspection by OFCOM of equipment;
(g) terms as to the modification or restriction in use of equipment and the circumstances in

which OFCOM may require any such equipment to be temporarily closed down; and
(h) terms, provisions and limitations as to strength and type of signal.

(2)  Licences are also granted subject to the other terms, provisions and limitations in the case
of any particular licence which are contained in the publication Wireless Telegraphy Act Licences
(Terms, Provisions and Limitations) published by OFCOM(5).

16th October 2006

Kip Meek
Chief Policy Partner

For and on the authority of the Office of
Communications

(5) Wireless Telegraphy Act Licences (Terms, Provisions and Limitations), October 2006.
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SCHEDULE Regulation 4(2)(c)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR THE GRANT OF A LICENCE

PART 1
AERONAUTICAL

1. For the licence classes Aeronautical Ground Station (Air traffic/Ground Movement Control),
Aeronautical Ground Station (Air/Ground Communications Services), Aeronautical Ground Station
(Airfield Flight Information Service), Aeronautical Ground Station (General Aviation), Aeronautical
Ground Station (Fire), Aeronautical Ground Station (High Frequency), Aeronautical Ground Station
(Offshore Platform), Aeronautical Navigation Aid Stations, Aeronautical Radar, and Aeronautical
Ground Station (Operations Controls), the following information shall be provided—

(a) whether authorisation of a temporary or permanent station is sought;
(b) the number of aircraft with which the station is intended to communicate in any day; and
(c) the level of radio traffic for which authorisation is sought.

2. For the licence classes Aircraft and Aircraft (Transportable) the following information shall
be provided—

(a) the make, model, and serial number of station or apparatus for which authorisation is
sought;

(b) the registration number and make and model of the aircraft on which the station will be
established or apparatus installed; and

(c) the take off weight of that aircraft and the intended use of that aircraft.

PART 2
MARITIME

3. For the licence class Ship Radio the following information shall be provided—
(a) the current name and any previous name and registration number of the vessel on which

a station will be established or apparatus installed;
(b) the type of vessel, its gross tonnage or approximate weight and the maximum number of

persons the vessel is capable of carrying;
(c) the intended use of the vessel;
(d) the current and any previous call sign of the vessel;
(e) whether digital selective calling is to be used by the station; and
(f) for emergency position indicating radio beacon equipment and personal locator beacon

equipment, the type of beacon equipment for which authorisation is sought, its code which
identifies its country of authorisation, its manufacturer, its serial number, and whether or
not it operates using a global positioning system.

4. For the licence class Ship Portable Radio applicants shall specify if authorisation of emergency
position indicating radio beacon equipment or personal locator beacon equipment is sought and if so
the type of beacon equipment for which authorisation is sought, its code which identifies its country
of authorisation, its manufacturer, its serial number, and whether or not it operates using a global
positioning system.
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PART 3
PROGRAMME MAKING AND SPECIAL EVENTS

5. For the licence classes Programme Making and Special Events Fixed Site, Programme
Making and Special Events Link, Programme Making and Special Events Low Power, UK Wireless
Microphone (Annual) and UK Wireless Microphone (Biennial) the following information shall be
provided—

(a) the location or proposed area of apparatus use; and
(b) the proposed dates and times of apparatus use.

PART 4
SATELLITE SERVICES

6. For the licence class Satellite (Earth Station Network) the following information shall be
provided—

(a) the date when satellite network operations will start;
(b) the name of the satellite network which the earth station will use;
(c) the orbital longitude of all satellites in the network;
(d) the satellite beam service area;
(e) the maximum bandwidth which is accessible by the earth station;
(f) identification of any other earth stations which are associated with the station; and
(g) a postal address for the control centre for the satellite network and the name of the person

controlling the network at that address.

7. For the licence class Satellite (Aircraft Earth Station) the following information shall be
provided—

(a) the name of the satellite network which the aircraft earth station will use;
(b) the orbital longitude of all satellites in the network;
(c) the satellite beam service area;
(d) the maximum bandwidth which is accessible by the earth station;
(e) identification of any other earth stations which are associated with the earth station;
(f) a postal address for the control centre for the satellite network and the name of the person

controlling the network at that address; and
(g) in the case of an aircraft which it is proposed will carry an earth station which will use the

satellite network, in relation to that aircraft—
(i) the aircraft call sign;

(ii) the model of the aircraft;
(iii) the name of the aircraft operator; and
(iv) the country in which the aircraft is registered.

8. For the licence class Satellite (Earth Station On Board Vessel) the following information shall
be provided—

(a) the name of the satellite network to be used by the earth station which is proposed to be
carried on board the vessel;
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(b) the orbital longitude of the satellites in the network;
(c) the satellite beam service area;
(d) the maximum bandwidth which is accessible by the earth station;
(e) identification of any other earth stations which are associated with the station;
(f) a postal address for the control centre for the satellite network and the name of the person

controlling the network at that address; and
(g) in the case of a vessel which it is proposed will carry an earth station which will use the

satellite network, in relation to that vessel—
(i) the name of the vessel;

(ii) the vessel call sign;
(iii) the maritime mobile service identity number of the vessel; and
(iv) the country in which the vessel is registered.

9. For the licence classes Satellite (Permanent Earth Station), Satellite (Earth Station – Non-
Fixed Satellite Service), and Satellite (Earth Station Non-Geostationary) the following information
shall be provided—

(a) the name and location of the proposed earth stations;
(b) the range of frequencies;
(c) the direction and power required for each earth station;
(d) the name and location of any associated satellite transponders together with their operating

angles or their range of operating angles;
(e) whether any satellite transmission signals are to be received by earth stations; and
(f) in relation to the signals to be received at the earth station, the International

Telecommunication Union classification of emissions and necessary bandwidths set
out in Appendix 1 of the Appendices to the Radio Regulations of the International
Telecommunication Union(6).

PART 5
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

10. For the licence classes Non-Operational Temporary Use, Non-Operational Development, and
Ground Probing Radar the applicant shall provide a description of the configuration of any apparatus
for which authorisation is sought, the purpose for which it will transmit and the intended geographical
range of operation.

(6) Edition of 2004. The Radio Regulations are published by the International Telecommunication Union and made under Article
13 of the Constitution of the International Telecommunication Union. The Constitution and Convention of the International
Telecommunication Union were adopted in Geneva in 1992 and ratified by the United Kingdom in 1994 (Cm 3145). They
were modified by the Plenipotentiary Conference in Kyoto in 1994 as ratified by the United Kingdom in 1997 (Cm 3779).
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations prescribe the procedures for the determination by OFCOM of an application
for a grant of a wireless telegraphy licence.

Regulation 3 makes provision for time limits within which OFCOM will make, notify to the
applicant and publish a decision on an application for the grant of a licence.

Regulation 4(2) sets out the requirements that must be met for the grant of every licence (whether
in respect of a station or apparatus) and regulation 4(3) contains specific requirements that must be
met for the grant of a licence in respect of a station.

Regulation 5 gives particulars of the terms, provisions and limitations to which a licence are made
subject.

Except in the case of Aeronautical licences, application forms are available from OFCOM at
Riverside House, 2a Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HA and available on the OFCOM
website at http://www.ofcom.org.uk.

Application forms for Aeronautical licences are available from the Civil Aviation Authority, CAA
House, 45-59 Kingsway, London WC2B 6TE, telephone 020 7453 6599.

Copies of the publications referred to at:
(a) paragraph (a) of regulation 3;
(b) paragraph (3)(j) of regulation 4; and
(c) paragraph (2) of regulation 5

are available from OFCOM at Riverside House, 2a Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HA and
available on the OFCOM website at http://www.ofcom.org.uk.

The Radio Regulations referred to in paragraph (f) of regulation 8 can be obtained from
the International Telecommunication Union Sales Service, Place des Nations, 1211 Geneva 20,
Switzerland.

A full regulatory impact assessment of the effect of these Regulations is available from the
OFCOM information centre at Riverside House, 2a Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HA,
telephone 020 7981 3000 or on the OFCOM website at www.ofcom.org.uk. Copies of the regulatory
impact assessment have also been placed in both libraries of the Houses of Parliament.
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