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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2003 No. 2839 (L. 35)

FAMILY PROCEEDINGS,
ENGLAND AND WALES
SUPREME COURT OF ENGLAND AND WALES
COUNTY COURTS, ENGLAND AND WALES

The Family Proceedings (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2003

Made - - - - 10th November 2003
Laid before Parliament 10th November 2003

Coming into force in accordance with rule 1(1)

We, the authority having power under section 40(1) of the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act
1984(1) to make rules of court for the purposes of family proceedings in the High Court and county
courts, in the exercise of the powers conferred by section 40, make the following Rules:

Citation, commencement and interpretation
1.—(1) These Rules may be cited as the Family Proceedings (Amendment No. 2) Rules 2003
and shall come into force—
(a) for the purpose of rules 1 to 3, 5 and 6 and the Schedule, on 1st December 2003; and

(b) otherwise, on the date on which section 111 (Parental responsibility of unmarried father)
of the Adoption and Children Act 2002(2) comes into force.

(2) In these Rules, unless the context requires otherwise, a reference to a rule, Appendix or form
by number alone means the rule, Appendix or form so numbered in the Family Proceedings Rules
1991(3).

Transitional provisions

2. In relation to any of these Rules, other than rules 3, 4, 7 and 8, where proceedings have been
commenced before the date on which that Rule comes into force, the Family Proceedings Rules 1991
shall apply to those proceedings as if that Rule had not been made.

(1) 1984 c. 42; amended by the Courts and Legal Services Act 1990 (c. 41), Schedule 18, paragraph 50 and the Civil Procedure
Act 1997 (c. 12), Schedule 2, paragraph 3.

(2) 2002 c.38.

(3) S.L. 1991/1247; the relevant amending instruments are S.I. 1991/2113 and 1994/3155.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1984/42
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1990/41
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2002/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/1247
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1991/2113
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1994/3155
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Amendments to the Family Proceedings Rules 1991
3. Inrule 2.61(1)(dd), for “14” substitute “21”.
4. Inrule 4.1(2)(c), for “4(1)(a)” substitute “4(1)(c)”.

5. In Form MS, in paragraph 3 for the words from “within 28 days” to “proceedings” substitute
“file in the Court office an answer to the petition, together with a copy for every other party to the
proceedings. You must file your answer within 21 days after the time limit for giving notice for
intention to defend has expired, which is in turn 7 working days after the notice has been served
on you.”.

6. Substitute the forms set out in the Schedule to these Rules for Forms M7(a), M7(b), M7(c),
M7(d) and M7(e).

7. In Form C45—

(a) for “4(3)” substitute “4(2A)”;

(b) before “application of the child” insert “the”.
8. In Appendix 3, for “4(1)(a)” substitute “4(1)(c)”.

Elizabeth Butler-Sloss,

His Honour Judge Victor Hall,
Mark Harper,

Claire Jenkins,

District Judge Rachel Evans,
Senior District Judge Gerald Angel,
Godfrey Freeman,

Peter Hunt,

Christopher Frazer.
Dated 10th November 2003 Falconer of Thoroton, C
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SCHEDULE Rule 5

Rule 2.24(3)
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IN THE

Derpeen
At
and

Form M7(a)

Affidavit by petitioner in support of petition under
Section 1(2)(a) of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973

P

QUESTION
Abont the TMvarce Petition

Have vou read the pelilion in Uhis cas:?

Do ypraw wish 1o aller o 10 340 10 oty
stafemmens o the petitior?

If xn, atdle Lhe allerutions or wdditiona.

COUNTY COURL*

[PRINCIPAL EEGISTRY OF THE FAMILY DIVISIOMN®|

[Patiticmnzr)
(Respondenr)
(Ca-Kespondent)

ANSWER

Sulgjeut (o thess wlleraiions or wddifions
{1 vy s veerellong siated i your
petition Crue?

If any statemant s 0ot within vour own
krpwledae, indicats thiz and say
whathar it is true te the best of vour
mionmalicn und beli,

Slale arielly vour redsons [or sayms Cial
the respomdent as com-nigced the
adunltary allepad.

L

10,

Enwhat dace did it firar besorme knoan
to vou thal ke respondent had
cormemitted the adulleey ulleged?

D¢ vou Cnd i inlodetable Lo Tive with
the responden(y

Since the date giver in e answer 1o
Lyuestian 3, have you ever lved with ths
regpondent i the siome hoansshold!

I 81, spawe €30 address and the period
{ar periosds), giving duses.

Abuik the L‘hil.l.‘l' ren of the family

sy yon tested The alement of
Arrangements (il in ths cage?

ke wou wizgh ece alter aoething in the
Slatement of Arrangements or add to it}

T s, slale 1the alleratenys oradditons.

Subicct Lo thess alleradions and
additians {if anydis evervthing stated in
tha Mratement af Arrangoments rme?

T e spicenset iz not within yaur oan
knowladpe, indicale thiz and sy
whisther 1 s Aree und corvoet 1o £ beat
of vour mlennaion and belicr,
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i full mamne}

(Full residential address)

[specupaliom)
riake cath and say us Collows:
L am the petiticner in Lhis cause.
2 The answers to Questions 1 lo 1) above are ftue.
fam ]

21 Inwe| nrme 3_['. 1
afele rmspomdert
ol asic

imnEars o Lie

Al in L

il teeyice SI.,".'I;A.'AJ 4 151
Ly 21 25 LT '

i lazert wher 5
stllfecginn
cabibiied,

[t ' hEb amg
rnrnenl sn
whclirhe

12000 L 5
JHELE R ks £

e sl

wEpATilCA,

el

acenrdinghy.

1 Amen: ot
elere ax
ALEFTUTT A,

avearn at

In e Contiry of

this

17 Tozlenz as the
cran ru be,

Rule 2.24(3)

1 iden iy T ST - oo 1 oe e o e ct e cn et s e e -
appeatin g on the comy acknowdedgement of rermice nosw praducad tn oe and
marked “A™ as the signantre of my heshanddwife, 1he respondent in this ciaose.

Lickentily the SIBIMAILIS oo e e e e e e e e ¢
appcaring ar the foot of the document new srodoced toomz and merked “B* as
the sizmamre of the respondent.

Tidentify the SITIHILED | ot e s &
appearing ut Part IV of the Satement of Arrangernents dated ...
now produced te me wnd marked “C* ws the simatare of the respondant,

1 sk the corart to prant a decree dissalving my marriage with the respondon®
on the grovnd stated in my petition [4nd o ordes the respondenticn-respandent
to piy the cosls of 1kis suit] &

Jay of 20

B Ol 1T, e e —————
A Coramissioner lor Cratha

Officer of the Conrl sppeinled

by tha mdge to take Allidavils™
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Form M7(b)

Affidavit by petitioner in support of petition under
Section 1(2)(b) of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973

Mo, of Marter

cpep sz 14 THE COUNTY COURT*
202U [PRINCIPAT REGISTRY OF THE FAMILY BIVISION®]
Betwoen {Tetitioner)
did (Respandenn
QUESTION ANSWER

Aot the LHvares Patftion

Flave von cead tlhe petition in this ciss
inelucing what s suid wbhow. 1he
hehawowr of the respondent?

Do you wish Lo aller o1 1o udd to any
slalemeni m the pention!
If a0, state the alterations or addéticns

d

Snubijser ra these allerations or addrtions
a0 amiy) i everytbing stated in pour
|netitiem g

f iy statemant is pot wath noyowe aan
knoveledae, indiciare this and say
whethat it is tree to the best of vour
informalion und beliel,

11 you consider thal the respondent’s
behiviour aas allected vaur bealth, stare |
Lhe elfzel 1t heas hadd, :

kil

1 s the respondenc’s bekaviour as act
o1t i o netition and particulurs
cantinuing?

fin If the respoident’s hehidour is mat:

confinoing, whal was the dale ol ke
firad incidenc relicd wpon ky vou in |
your petilien®

Sincs Lhe dale piven i answer 1o
gueslicn 3 ur, 1'ng date s gven in
answer to that queation, sirca the
date of the petition, have you lved at
the semie address aq Lhe respondent
for 4 period of more thun 6 menths,
or far poriods whizh legelher
ameuwat to1ote ther O mon Lhs?

Pty

!

(1) T s, st le the add oes: ood (e
pericd {or perods), geing dales Lo
the beat of vour knowledge or beliel,
srd deserbe the arcangements Lor
shanmny the accormnodation,
wcluding ;

—  whether sou bave shiared a

b rocn;

— whether you have {ulean yavr

rzals tagzifizT 6
whid urramesenents vou havz

mele [ar Wleanog ihe

accammadation ard for ather

dovnasnie tasks:
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— what arrangements vou have mads
ferr the payment of houscheld bilis and
othar axpenacs.

Abuut the children of the Family

-d

Havew wou read the Slatemment of
Arrarrnnsnls ided in (Bis cdset

B, 1o vou wish te alter anvthing i the
Sratement of Arrangamants nr add i

tf 50, st the almarations oradditions.

3. HBubject to these alterations and
additions (il any} is avervthing stated in
the Btatement of Areangements crue?

[1 amy s1ilement is ool within your own
knnwledge, indicate this and say
whether it is true and correct 1o the best
ool vour mformation and helief.




1) Toedet i1 e
arloraaals s e
it sionel b
alizilicr.

120 Tozert waioe
af =l respordent
saacrly s it
I712mArd 0 ke
arknaalss nrmen
af serd ored
Ixy iz izn e,

G Exoezlary

SECNLLL B
whiely el
rotitinae  wealeg
loarely

EVR N
c=linaer seeks a

Jucleial

FERETEA T

E LUy EY

Samend or
delzne s
1T e

R [ Tl I T
ar ey e

Rule 2.24(3)
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Tl rame)

([ull residontial sddress)

{vccapution)
rnake cath and sav as follows:—

l. T arn the petitioner in this cause.

2. The anywers to Questions T to 9 above are e,

U L 1 R ET T ey s NN A )
appaaritg 0on the copy acknowledeonent of service now produced Lo mye und
marked ~A™ as the sighamee af iy hushandfwile, (he respondent in tais causc,

4 Texhibil murked “B™ a certificatesreport of D e o

50 Ldentily tho sTEialUIC oo e et st st e i
dppedring ul Parl IV of the Statement of Areangerments dated .
aoey rodueed W me and marked “C s the signatre of the respondenl.

f. I asle the emart ta grang A dectes dissolving my niarcage with the respondent™
om the graund stated in my petition [od to order Cie ~espondant to pay the costs
of this suit]./

SwoTn il

Inrha Crmnty of

this

EVE

BofoTe 1B, e rrre e e
A Cornmdssioner Lor Oaths

Officer of the Coutd appoinled

by fhe dndge ro taks Alidayvits®
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Form M7(c)

Affidavit by petitioner in support of petition under
Section 1(2)(c) of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973

Mu. of Mutter
sy TR COUNTY COUIET
G [PRINCIPAL REGISTRY OF THE FAMILY 121Y ISION*]
Tietwesn {Pelilioner}
and {Hespandent)
QUESTION SNEWER

About the Divorce Petitivn

1. HNave vou read the petitiom Ll 1o this
case!

2. Breyouwish to alter ar to add ro any
glutement in toe petition®

I w0, slale Lhe 2liecz lions or zdditions.

3 ukgect 1o rhese slrerslions o 2ddilions
(it any) is evandheng stated in yonr
peiitinn et

1 uny statenct i3 not within poar own
koowledre, udiele this und say
whether il is Lrus G Uhe brst ol yeur
miormelion wod beficr,

4. Siule the dule oo which vou and the
rospondenl semarated, and, 10 diffeoent,
the date on which (ke alleged desertion
began.

T pen aoree the sepnsatic:!

5. Stare bricfly the fasts you redy an in
support of the allegation that the
respondent deserled you, snd vour
robon for saying (hat (he desertion
contmued wp Lo the preseolaton of Lhe
pelilivo,

A, [¥d the respondent ever ollise 19 cesume
colabitationr!

Slaske @ far ax won know the virioos addresses 4@ which vou and e cospondent. have respectivaly
Hvod since che [t date giver in inawer to Question 4. and the periods of cesidence a: ciach address.

Petilicoet’s dddresa Respondent’s addrzss
Fromi Frem

Te Ta

R Kinzetle last dags given nhe anawer o
Cuestion 4, aave o ever [ved witk the 9
reapandent it the same henachold?

1 so, stat the paddress aud tw period
o paeinel =) givimg lutes,
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Ahoat tha children of tho family

9. Mave you read the Stuternent of
Arrungenienls filed in his czse”

10, Do wau wiste 1o aller anybing i che
Sradeient ol Alvangsnaints or add 1o o7

17 50, state the alrerations or addirious,

1. Hubjest oo these alcerations and
additions (if anyd is everything stated in
Lhe Statement of Acrangements e’

E any stulemient 1s nol within your own
knoadedge, indiesL: this und sy
wheller i1y lrue and correct W the best
of ot mformarien and behe”

1, ¢l ranee)
al’ {full residantial nddreas)

{eoceupatinn)

ke cuth and say as follows:

Dl dhe ) [ um the pelitioner in 1his csoge.

Lk e el
ir sigmel by
heslos. - . .
e 2. The amswers to Questions 1 ko 11 above are true.
Ditner wme A0 T Gdan iy FHE SERIATIIES Lo siei s s ess e st s st ee s ee e &

sfrle wspansant
ity ais |
A[renrs an -h
norwde sz rmaen
e sipned
v hiirn ar e,

Ti Baliili gy
mealvml sezortn-
Jzcumcnt on
eehizb the .
rectioner mighe 0,
b ey

e
st N I o

402

appearing an the copy acknowledpement af service now produced to me and

marked "A” 48 the simature of my husbandfeife, the respendent in 120 caasc.

[indentily the SIERALLIC e e mime e s rr e =
apreariag al Part IV o0 vae Siaceraenl of Armanpements dired .. e

now produced Lo e and matked "B a5 the siznature of the raspondent.

[ azk e couri 1o grant a decroe disselving iy marriage with the respondent’™
or the ground atared 1oty petliion and Lo erder Lhe respondent to pay the costs
of this suit].’™®

HRTTN

sumizdely.

<31 Acad or

Joicoe aa

NS RN ER
Sworm it '
Tn the Ceunty of b
L dav wf , 20

e Tlelewy s che
Sk Ty hel

L Fa] ol O
A Cormmissionat for Craths

{Mffcer of the Courl appoinled

by the Judge to ralee Afdavitst™

10
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Rule 2.24(3)
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Form M7(d)

Affidavit by petitioner in support of petition under
Section 1(2)(d) of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973

IN THE

Botwown
anit

QUESTION
Aot the Divaree Petition

Hzve you rewd the petition £lec in tais
cye?

.

[ wuu wish Lo aler orto add o acy
aztement in the petittan?

Il 50, slac the altcrations or addifions.

Subjest Lo these sltcralions or additions

{1l amy) = ceeryvlhiny slated in your
Jrekiton tre?

17 ymy statement. i3 not wihin your own
krnowledae, indicate this and say
wharker it 15 true 1o the hest of your
infomation and beliaf.

Srute Lhe dale on which vouand the
resmaadent sepacated.

Ivo. of WTatter
COUNTY COURTH

|[PRINCIPAL EFGISTRY OF THE FAMILY )Y I1S1ONY]

{Peiilicner)
(Rispondent}

ANSWEHR

<

Stara hrigfy the repson ormatn sason
fert the separation.

0.

Blute the date wrhan and the
cirsumsliamces in whizh you came to the
conclusion thal U e mameinme s in et
at an znd.

Sare as fntas o oo he vamoos gddresses ul which you and the respondent have respuctively
Tived sings the st date given in aaswer Ta Qusstion 4, und Lthe pericds of residence at each addnesg

Petitinner's address
From

To

Ruspondent’s adidress
Feom

To

2

Since the lase dace given in the arawer 10
Question 4, bave vou ever Hved with the
respoendent in Lhe swme howschol L

Lisn, st e aodedmess 1nd (he period
for eriods), sving dites.

Al the childeen of e Famity

1l wou read the Staczment of
Arranpeenants filed Inthiy sse?

Trap vl wish Lo aller ansviling in e
Sfatemend el Arvrargmnnls oo add e o?

1t 50, 3tate the wteradons nr addicons,

12
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§ [l )
(full resrdantial addreas)

feceupation)

rnitke cuth and say as follows:

sfrle espancent ©

ity el
appenrs an -hy
szknawkedgemen
g sipned
o hiirn ar les,

T3 Baltilaiz gy
mawlu | cezart n-
Jzcumecnt on
mliish tha
rectioner meivhes
e raly

<30 Aducad or
Jcice aa
RS EIER

i Telee as -he
At THVE SN

Rule 2.24(3)

I I um the poticioner io 1y caose.
z. The arsveers 5o Ouestions 1 to 11 above are ttue.

A L IABNETY HHE SIZIATIIEG oot vt senes s vermarrssie s sre s e et 2 ettt £t ee et e et 3
uppearing on the copy acknowledgement of servics now produced ta me and
marked "A” ax thr signatore o my husbandwife, the respondentl In (a3 cause.

4820 [ indemtily The SIEMALLIIE oo &
appearing Al Part IV ol tae Siateraenl of Armunpenients ditad
now produesd Lo e and matked "B as the signature of the respondent.

5

6. Dask e courl Lo grant a deerso dissolving my marrisge with the respondent™
on the ground stared in my pesidon and Lo ordor Lhe respondent to pay the costs
of this suit].™

Sworm e '

In the County of H

Lais dax vl , 20

PRl THIL, o e e e
A Cornmissionst for Cuthas

{Mhcer nf the Courl appoinlcd

by the Judge to rake ARdavis'™

13
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Form M7(e)

Affidavit by petitioner in support of petition under
Section 1(2)(e) of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973

Moy, of Matter
S INTHE COUNTY COURT*
TR [FRINCIFAL REGISTRY OF THE bAMILY INMVESION¥|
Rl weet [Pelliinned
and {Respondent)
QUESTION ANEWER

Ahout the Divoree Petition

I Huve you read the petition Aled in Wiz
sia?

20 Ixavon wizh to dler or e add o any
statsment in the petition?

[T 5o, statg ihs uleralions or additions.

¥ Sobijecl o these allermZions or uddilions
(IF anyy i3 evarytaing sated i yone
pelitiun lrus?
Tracy ghatzmant s ot sthin yoser owe
Enowledge, indicate this srd say
whether it ix trae wo the best of your
inlormution avd beliel,

4, Stade e date oo owhich yod ad the
respondent. scpaerated.

S Szl bricfly The teason ommiin reesen
Dot L separulivm. :

B Stale hedale when and the
carcinstagces dn which pon eame 1o
conelnsion Tt the marrizee was in fact
ar a1 2,

Stete ay far as you know the variows addressas at which you and the respondent have respectivel y

(et sinee 1he kst Cule given in answer to Queeation 4, 2 the periods of resddonce sl coch address.
Pelivioner’s address ) Kespomdent’s addrvss

From : From

T T

B Sinco the Tusl dale given io the answer Lo
CQumstion 4, ewve yoo ever ved wilh the
reapmddoat in (e same onsehold?

LU s, state Chu adidises aud U periol
far perindsh gving daes,

Ahout the children of the family

i

Huve yor read the Stalomeut o)
At evenients fled in this coss? 14

1. P von wash so alter amything in the
statement of Arrangemenly ot add o

by, alaic e dllerslions or additions.
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[ .. %abjact to thase ilterstions and
acleliecsns (i =) s everyihing stated 1
the Statement of Arrangenicnts true?

Tf iy statement i3 not within yew own
kaowledee, indicale this und sav
whether if iz rue und correel Lo the best
o7 voen mfomation and hebiaf

af

i) Dalels il Ui

ok ow ledecieut

L signimed v 2
el 7

e lmser. oo

(Jull namc}

[fell residential addross)

[nccupetion|
make oack and suyv as fellows—
1 am Lhe peLilioner in this c:oese,
I'he answers o Cuestions 1 o0 11 alove are frne,
30 Tidenlily Lhe STENEILTE oo e e eeeenas — wn

wi L resmiendn
valody 35
Ay ol
ackaowledeencat
of servics Fgnd
v hima o hes

4_|'T|

(el i nas
edical vz sen m
300 o0

3.0

L |l 5]
meririnrer seeke
udicizl
SETHI .
aeranl

acrdingiy.

I Auacrd
Lulele ex
dpsounLals,

Senrn at

In the County of

thia

ISR E-1 A ST
ritmar he

appearing on the copy achrowledgement of service now prodoced 1o me and
ratked TAT ax the sipnature of my hoshardss.fe, the respondent in (his cawse.

appearing at Part I'V of the Statement ol Arrangoments duted .
row produced loome and marked “B* a5 the sighature of the respondent.

I identify the signatur h

. . - ' . " . A
1wk the courl Lo grand a cocre dissalving niy marriage with the tespomnlent®
om s wround sluled oy patition [and to arder e wspondent 1o pay the costs
ol s =uil].e5

R

day of

D= T 15T

A Comnuissioncr Tor Oaths
Clliver of the Courl appointed
by the Tudge 1o take Allldayils"S

15
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Rules)

These Rules amend the Family Proceedings Rules 1991 (S.I. 1991/1247) (“the 1991 Rules”) so as to:

change the time limit for objections from the pension provider in respect of orders for pensions
and pension sharing to 21 days (rule 3);

correct the time limit for filing an answer to a petition in Form M5 (rule 5);
substitute replacement Forms M7(a) to (e) (rule 6); and

make minor amendments consequential on the amendment of section 4 of the Children Act
1989 by section 111 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002 (which relates to parental
responsibility), to rule 4.1(2)(c) of the 1991 Rules and to Form C45 and the list of applications
in Appendix 3 to the 1991 Rules (rules 4, 7 and 8).

16
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