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SCHEDULE 2

ANNEX II OF THE PPE DIRECTIVE
BASIC HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

PPE subject to ageing

2.4. If it is known that the design performances of new PPE may be significantly affected by
ageing, the date of manufacture and/or, if possible, the date of obsolescence, must be indelibly
inscribed on every PPE item or interchangeable component placed on the market in such a way as to
preclude any misinterpretation; this information must also be indelibly inscribed on the packaging.

If a manufacturer is unable to give an undertaking with regard to the useful life of PPE, his
notes must provide all the information necessary to enable the purchaser or user to establish a
reasonable obsolescence date, bearing in mind the quality level of the model and the effective
conditions of storage, use, cleaning, servicing and maintenance.

Where appreciable and rapid deterioration in PPE performance is likely to be caused by ageing
resulting from the periodic use of a cleaning process recommended by the manufacturer, the
latter must, if possible, affix a mark to each item of PPE placed on the market indicating the
maximum number of cleaning operations that may be carried out before the equipment needs to
be inspected or discarded; failing that, the manufacturer must give this information in his notes.



