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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2001 No. 497

Representation of the People (Scotland) Regulations 2001

PART V
ISSUE AND RECEIPT OF POSTAL BALLOT PAPERS

Receipt of postal ballot papers

[F1Retrieval of cancelled postal ballot papers

86A.—(1)  Where it appears to the returning officer that a cancelled postal ballot paper has been
placed–

(a) in a postal voters' ballot box;
(b) in the receptacle for ballot paper envelopes; or
(c) a postal ballot box,

he shall proceed as follows.
(2)  He shall, on at least one occasion on which a postal voters' ballot box is opened in accordance

with regulation 83, also open any postal ballot box and the receptacle for ballot paper envelopes and–
(a) retrieve the cancelled ballot paper;
(b) show the ballot paper number on the cancelled ballot paper to the agents;
(c) retrieve the postal voting statement that relates to a cancelled ballot paper from the

receptacle for postal voting statements [F2(verification procedure)];
(d) attach any cancelled postal ballot paper to the postal voting statement to which it relates;
(e) place the cancelled documents in a separate packet and deal with that packet in the manner

provided for by regulation 77(6) [F3or 78A(2)]; and
(f) unless the postal ballot box has been opened for the purposes of the counting of votes

under rule 45 of the elections rules, re lock (if it has a lock) and re seal the postal ballot
box in the presence of the agents.

(3)  Whilst retrieving a cancelled ballot paper in accordance with paragraph (2), the returning
officer and his staff–

(a) shall keep the ballot papers face downwards and shall take proper precautions for
preventing any person seeing the votes made on the ballot papers, and

(b) shall not be permitted to view the corresponding number list used at the issue of postal
ballot papers.]
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– reg. 31I(3)(t) inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(2)
– reg. 31J(2A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 10(15)
– reg. 31J(4)(l)-(n) inserted by S.S.I. 2018/89 reg. 9(b)
– reg. 31J(4)(l)-(n) inserted by S.I. 2018/427 reg. 9(b)
– reg. 31J(4A) inserted by S.S.I. 2018/89 reg. 9(c)
– reg. 31J(4A) inserted by S.I. 2018/427 reg. 10
– reg. 31FA(1) reg. 31FA renumbered as reg. 31FA(1) by S.S.I. 2018/89 reg. 7(a)
– reg. 31FA(1) reg. 31FA renumbered as reg. 31FA(1) by S.I. 2018/427 reg. 7(a)
– reg. 31FA(2) inserted by S.S.I. 2018/89 reg. 7(b)
– reg. 31FA(2) inserted by S.I. 2018/427 reg. 7(b)
– reg. 31FZA substituted by S.S.I. 2018/89 reg. 6
– reg. 31FZA substituted by S.I. 2018/427 reg. 6
– reg. 32ZA revoked by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 5
– reg. 32ZA heading substituted by S.I. 2019/1451 reg. 16(a)
– reg. 32ZA(1) words inserted by S.I. 2019/1451 reg. 16(b)
– reg. 32ZA(2A) inserted by S.I. 2017/602 reg. 7
– reg. 32ZA(3)(f) words substituted by 2018 c. 12 Sch. 19 para. 269
– reg. 32ZA(4) words inserted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 6(a)
– reg. 32ZA(4A)(4B) inserted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 6(b)
– reg. 32ZB revoked by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 6
– reg. 32ZB(1) words substituted by S.I. 2019/1451 reg. 17
– reg. 32ZB(5A) inserted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 7
– reg. 32ZC(1)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(12)
– reg. 32ZC(1A) inserted by S.I. 2017/602 reg. 8
– reg. 32ZC(2) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(12)
– reg. 32ZC(2)(b) word omitted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 8(a)(i)
– reg. 32ZC(2)(c) word inserted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 8(a)(i)
– reg. 32ZC(2)(d) inserted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 8(a)(ii)
– reg. 32ZC(4)(5) inserted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 8(b)
– reg. 32ZD(5)(a) words substituted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 9
– reg. 32ZD(6) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/180 reg. 6
– reg. 32ZE(2)(c) words substituted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 10
– reg. 32ZE(5)(a) words substituted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 10
– reg. 32ZG(5)(b)(i) words substituted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 11
– reg. 32ZBA-32ZBG inserted by S.I. 2019/1451 reg. 18
– reg. 32ZBA(1) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 7(a)
– reg. 32ZBA(2) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 7(a)
– reg. 32ZBA(4) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 7(a)
– reg. 32ZBA(5)(b)(ii) words inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 7(b)
– reg. 32ZBA(6) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 7(c)
– reg. 32ZBA(7)(a) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(8)
– reg. 32ZBA(8) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 7(c)
– reg. 32ZBB32ZBC transfer of functions by S.I. 2021/1265 art. 7(3)(b)
– reg. 32ZBB(1) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 8
– reg. 32ZBB(1) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(a)
– reg. 32ZBB(2) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(a)
– reg. 32ZBB(3) words inserted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(b)(ii)
– reg. 32ZBB(3) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(b)(i)
– reg. 32ZBB(4) words inserted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(c)
– reg. 32ZBB(5) words inserted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(d)(i)
– reg. 32ZBB(5) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(d)(ii)
– reg. 32ZBB(6) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(e)
– reg. 32ZBB(7) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(e)
– reg. 32ZBB(9) words omitted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(f)(ii)
– reg. 32ZBB(9) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(9)(f)(i)
– reg. 32ZBC(1)(a) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 9
– reg. 32ZBC(3) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(10)
– reg. 32ZBC(4) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(10)
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– reg. 32ZBC(5) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(10)
– reg. 32ZBD(1) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(a)
– reg. 32ZBD(4)(c) word omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(b)(ii)
– reg. 32ZBD(4)(ba) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(b)(i)
– reg. 32ZBD(4)(ca) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(b)(iii)
– reg. 32ZBD(8) words inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(c)
– reg. 32ZBD(9)(a)(i) word omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(d)(ii)
– reg. 32ZBD(9)(a)(i) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(d)(i)
– reg. 32ZBD(9)(a)(iii) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(d)(iii)
– reg. 32ZBD(9A) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 10(e)
– reg. 32ZBE(1) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(a)
– reg. 32ZBE(2) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(a)
– reg. 32ZBE(3)(b) substituted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(b)
– reg. 32ZBE(4) words substituted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(c)
– reg. 32ZBE(4A) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(d)
– reg. 32ZBE(5)(b) words substituted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(e)
– reg. 32ZBE(5A) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(f)
– reg. 32ZBE(6) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(a)
– reg. 32ZBE(7) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 11(a)
– reg. 32ZBF(4) words inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 12(a)(ii)
– reg. 32ZBF(4) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 12(a)(i)
– reg. 32ZBF(5A) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 12(b)
– reg. 32ZBF(6) words inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 12(c)
– reg. 32ZBF(7) words inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 12(c)
– reg. 32ZBF(8) words inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 12(c)
– reg. 32ZBG(1)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(11)
– reg. 32ZBG(2) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1265 Sch. 2 para. 29(11)
– reg. 32ZBG(3)(a) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(a)(i)
– reg. 32ZBG(3)(b) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(a)(i)
– reg. 32ZBG(3)(d)(i) word deleted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(a)(ii)
– reg. 32ZBG(3)(d)(iii) and word inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(a)(iii)
– reg. 32ZBG(3)(d)(ii) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(a)(i)
– reg. 32ZBG(4)(a) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(b)(i)
– reg. 32ZBG(4)(b) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(b)(i)
– reg. 32ZBG(4)(d) words omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(b)(i)
– reg. 32ZBG(4)(f) inserted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 13(b)(ii)
– reg. 35(4) inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 10(16)
– reg. 35A(1) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 10(17)
– reg. 36(4) inserted by S.I. 2016/295 art. 152(2)(b)
– reg. 45(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 10(19)(b)
– reg. 51(2)(aa) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(3)(a)
– reg. 51(7)-(11) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(3)(c)
– reg. 52(A1) inserted by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(2)(b)
– reg. 52(A1)(b) words inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(4)(a)
– reg. 52(1) reg. 52 renumbered as reg. 52(1) by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(2)(a)
– reg. 52(1) words omitted by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(2)(c)
– reg. 52(1) words omitted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(4)(a)
– reg. 52(1A)-(1C) inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(4)(b)
– reg. 52(1ZA) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(4)(b)
– reg. 52(2) inserted (temp.) by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(2)(d)
– reg. 55(3ZA) inserted (temp.) by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(3)
– reg. 55(5) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(5)
– reg. 55A heading words inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(5)
– reg. 55B inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(6)
– reg. 55B(1) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(6)(a)
– reg. 55B(2A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(6)(b)
– reg. 56(2A)(2B) inserted (temp.) by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(4)(b)
– reg. 56(2B)(b)(ii) substituted (temp.) by S.I. 2022/175 reg. 4(a)
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– reg. 56(2ZA) inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(7)(b)
– reg. 56(3A)(aza) inserted (temp.) by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(4)(c)
– reg. 56(3B)(3C) inserted (temp.) by S.I. 2021/391 reg. 4(4)(d)
– reg. 56(3B)(b) substituted (temp.) by S.I. 2022/175 reg. 4(b)
– reg. 56(3D)(3E) inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(7)(d)
– reg. 56(3D) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(7)(a)
– reg. 56(3F) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(7)(b)
– reg. 56A inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(8)
– reg. 56B-56D inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(8)
– reg. 56C(5A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(a)
– reg. 56C(6) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(b)(i)
– reg. 56C(6)(d)(i) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(b)(ii)
– reg. 56C(8) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(c)(i)
– reg. 56C(8)(a) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(c)(ii)
– reg. 56C(8)(b) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(c)(iii)
– reg. 56C(8)(c) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(c)(iii)
– reg. 56C(8)(c) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(c)(iv)
– reg. 56C(8)(e) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(2)(c)(v)
– reg. 56C(8)(ca) inserted by S.I. 2024/43 reg. 23(4)
– reg. 57(1A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(9)(a)
– reg. 57(2A)(2B) inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(3)
– reg. 57(3A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(9)(c)
– reg. 57(6A)-(6E) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(9)(d)
– reg. 60A(A1) inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(11)
– reg. 60A(1A)-(1D) inserted by S.I. 2023/1406 reg. 11(4)(c)
– reg. 60B(11) word substituted by S.I. 2017/604 reg. 12
– reg. 60ZA applied by S.I. 2023/1147 Sch. 2 para. 3
– reg. 60ZA applied by S.I. 2023/1405 reg. 6
– reg. 60ZA inserted by S.I. 2023/1147 reg. 10(10)
– reg. 61C heading word substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(3)(a)
– reg. 61C(1) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(3)(b)(i)
– reg. 61C(1)(a)(i) words in reg. 61C(1)(a) renumbered as reg. 61C(1)(a)(i) by S.I.

2023/1225 reg. 3(3)(b)(ii)(aa)
– reg. 61C(1)(a)(ii)(iii) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(3)(b)(ii)(bb)
– reg. 61C(1)(c)(i) words in reg. 61C(1)(c) renumbered as reg. 61C(1)(c)(i) by S.I.

2023/1225 reg. 3(3)(b)(iii)(aa)
– reg. 61C(1)(c)(ii) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(3)(b)(iii)(bb)
– reg. 61C(2)(b) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(3)(c)
– reg. 79(2A) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(5)(b)
– reg. 79A-79D inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(6)
– reg. 82A-82E inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(8)
– reg. 87(6)-(9) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(9)(c)
– reg. 89(1)(g) inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(10)
– reg. 91(1)(c) words inserted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(11)(a)(ii)
– reg. 91A(1)(a)(b) substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(12)(a)
– reg. 91A(3) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(12)(b)(i)
– reg. 91A(3)(b) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(12)(b)(ii)
– reg. 91A(4)(5) words substituted by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(12)(c)
– reg. 92(2)(ba) inserted by 2018 c. 12 Sch. 19 para. 272(2)
– reg. 92(2)(ba) words substituted by S.I. 2019/419 Sch. 3 para. 36
– reg. 93A(3) omitted by S.S.I. 2020/113 reg. 14
– reg. 93A(3) words substituted by S.I. 2019/1451 reg. 19
– reg. 93A(4) word substituted by S.S.I. 2018/89 reg. 10
– reg. 93A(4) word substituted by S.I. 2018/427 reg. 11
– reg. 94(5) inserted by S.I. 2022/1382 reg. 39(9)
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225/regulation/3/12/b/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225/regulation/3/12/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2018/12/schedule/19/paragraph/272/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/419/schedule/3/paragraph/36
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2020/113
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2020/113/regulation/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1451
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1451/regulation/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2018/89
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2018/89/regulation/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/427
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/427/regulation/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2022/1382/regulation/39/9


– reg. 118(1)(b)(iv)(v) substituted for reg. 118(1)(b)(iv) by S.I. 2023/1225 reg. 3(13)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2023/1225/regulation/3/13

