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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2000 No. 206

The Data Protection Tribunal (National
Security Appeals) Rules 2000

Hearings to be in private

23.—(1)  All hearings by the Tribunal (including preliminary hearings) shall be in private unless
the Tribunal, with the consent of the parties and the relevant Minister, directs that the hearing or any
part of the hearing shall take place in public.

(2)  Where the Tribunal sits in private it may, with the consent of the parties and the relevant
Minister, admit to a hearing such persons on such terms and conditions as it considers appropriate.

(3)  Where the Tribunal considers it necessary for any party other than the relevant Minister to be
excluded from proceedings or any part of them in order to secure that information is not disclosed
contrary to the interests of national security, it must–

(a) direct accordingly,
(b) inform the person excluded of its reasons, to the extent that it is possible to do so without

disclosing information contrary to the interests of national security, and record those
reasons in writing, and

(c) inform the relevant Minister.
(4)  The relevant Minister, or a person authorised to act on his behalf, may attend any hearing,

other than a hearing under rule 11 above, notwithstanding that it is in private.


