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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Order)

This Order brings into force certain provisions of the National Health Service (Primary Care) Act
1997 (“the 1997 Act”).
Provisions which are brought into force on 15th August 1997 relate to the relationship between
provisions on pilot schemes in the 1997 Act and certain provisions of the National Health Service Act
1977 or the National Health Service (Scotland) Act 1978, as the case may be; preferential treatment
for practitioners who wish to be included in medical lists after ceasing to provide personal medical
services under a pilot scheme; the funding of work preparatory to participation in a pilot scheme; the
provision of additional pharmaceutical services and the duty of registered opticians to refer certain
persons to registered medical practitioners.
Other provisions, which are brought into force on 22nd August 1997, relate to the preparation of
proposals for pilot schemes for the provision of personal medical services under the 1997 Act.
Provisions which are brought into force on 1st September 1997 relate to the provision of certain
optical and pharmaceutical services under NHS contracts.
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