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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1992 No. 1815

The Child Support (Maintenance Assessments
and Special Cases) Regulations 1992

PART III
SPECIAL CASES

Multiple applications relating to an absent parent

22.—[F1(1)  Where an application for a maintenance assessment has been made in respect of an
absent parent and—

(a) at least one other application for a maintenance assessment has been made in relation to
the same absent parent (or a person who is treated as an absent parent by regulation 20(2))
but to different children; or

(b) at least one maintenance assessment is in force in relation to the same absent parent or a
person who is treated as an absent parent by regulation 20(2) but to different children,

that case shall be treated as a special case for the purposes of the Act.]

[F2(2)  For the purposes of assessing the amount of child support maintenance payable in respect
of each application where [F3paragraph (1)(a)] applies [F4or in respect of the application made in
circumstances where paragraph (1)(b) applies], for references to the assessable income of an absent
parent in the Act and in these Regulations[F5, and subject to paragraph (2ZA),] there shall be
substituted references to the amount calculated by the formula—
        

where—
A is the absent parent’s assessable income;
T is the sum of the amounts allowable in the calculation or estimation of his exempt income by
virtue of Schedule 3A;
B is the maintenance requirement calculated in respect of the application in question;
D is the sum of the maintenance requirements as calculated for the purposes of each assessment
relating to the absent parent in question; and
CS is the amount (if any) allowable by virtue of Schedule 3A in calculating or estimating the absent
parent’s exempt income in respect of a relevant qualifying transfer of property in respect of the
assessment in question.]
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[F6(2ZA)  Where a case falls within regulation 39(1)(a) of the Departure Direction and
Consequential Amendment Regulations, for the purposes of assessing the amount of child support
maintenance payable in respect of an application for child support maintenance before a departure
direction in respect of the maintenance assessment in question is given, for references to the
assessable income of an absent parent in the Act and in these Regulations there shall be substituted
references to the amount calculated by the formula—
        

where A, T, B and D have the same meanings as in paragraph (2).]

[F7(2A)  Where paragraph (1)(b) applies, and a maintenance assessment has been made in respect
of the application referred to in paragraph (1), each maintenance assessment in force at the time of
that assessment shall be reduced using the formula for calculation of assessable income set out in
paragraph (2) and each reduction shall take effect on the date specified in regulation 33(7) of the
Maintenance Assessment Procedure Regulations.]

[F8(2B)  Where—
(a) a case is treated as a special case for the purposes of the Act by virtue of paragraph (1);
(b) more than one maintenance assessment is in force in respect of the absent parent; and

[F9(c) any of those assessments falls to be replaced by a fresh assessment to be made by virtue of
a revision under section 16 of the Act or a decision under section 17 of the Act superseding
an earlier decision,]

the formula set out in paragraph (2) or, as the case may be, paragraph (2ZA) shall be applied to
calculate or estimate the amount of child support maintenance payable under that fresh assessment.

(2C)  Where a maintenance assessment falls within sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph (2B) but
[F10not within] sub-paragraph (c) of that paragraph, the formula set out in paragraph (2) or, as the case
may be, paragraph (2ZA) shall be applied to determine whether that maintenance assessment should
be increased or reduced as a result of the making of a fresh assessment under sub-paragraph (c) and
any increase or reduction shall take effect from the effective date of that fresh assessment.]

(3)  Where more than one maintenance assessment has been made with respect to the absent
parent and payment by him of the aggregate of the amounts of those assessments would reduce his
disposable income below his protected income level, the aggregate amount of those assessments shall
be reduced (each being reduced by reference to the same proportion as those assessments bear to each
other) by the minimum amount necessary to prevent his disposable income being reduced below his
protected income level provided that the aggregate amount payable under those assessments shall
not be reduced to less than the minimum amount prescribed in regulation 13(1).

[F11(4)  Where the aggregate of the child support maintenance payable by the absent parent is less
than the minimum amount prescribed in regulation 13(1), the child support maintenance payable
shall be—

(a) that prescribed minimum amount apportioned between the two or more applications in the
same ratio as the maintenance requirements in question bear to each other; or

(b) where, because of the application of regulation 2(2), such an apportionment produces an
aggregate amount which is different from that prescribed minimum amount, that different
amount.]

(5)  Payment of each of the maintenance assessments calculated under this regulation shall satisfy
the liability of the absent parent (or a person treated as such) to pay child support maintenance.
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F1 Reg. 22(1) substituted (22.1.1996) by The Child Support (Miscellaneous Amendments) (No. 2)
Regulations 1995 (S.I. 1995/3261), regs. 1(2), 45(2)

F2 Reg. 22(2) substituted (18.4.1995) by The Child Support and Income Support (Amendment)
Regulations 1995 (S.I. 1995/1045), regs. 1(2), 51 (with reg. 62)

F3 Words in reg. 22(2) substituted (22.1.1996) by The Child Support (Miscellaneous Amendments)
(No. 2) Regulations 1995 (S.I. 1995/3261), regs. 1(2), 45(3)

F4 Words in reg. 22(2) inserted (22.1.1996) by The Child Support (Miscellaneous Amendments) (No. 2)
Regulations 1995 (S.I. 1995/3261), regs. 1(2), 45(3)

F5 Words in reg. 22(2) inserted (2.12.1996) by The Child Support Departure Direction and Consequential
Amendments Regulations 1996 (S.I. 1996/2907), regs. 1(1), 68(5)(a)

F6 Reg. 22(2ZA) inserted (2.12.1996) by The Child Support Departure Direction and Consequential
Amendments Regulations 1996 (S.I. 1996/2907), regs. 1(1), 68(5)(b)

F7 Reg. 22(2A) inserted (22.1.1996) by The Child Support (Miscellaneous Amendments) (No. 2)
Regulations 1995 (S.I. 1995/3261), regs. 1(2), 45(4)

F8 Reg. 22(2B)(2C) inserted (19.1.1998) by The Child Support (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Regulations 1997 1998 (S.I. 1998/58), regs. 1(2), 53 (with reg. 59)

F9 Reg. 22(2B)(c) substituted (1.6.1999) by The Social Security Act 1998 (Commencement No. 7 and
Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Order 1999 (S.I. 1999/1510), arts. 3(1), 18(a)

F10 Words in reg. 22(2C) substituted (1.6.1999) by The Social Security Act 1998 (Commencement No. 7
and Consequential and Transitional Provisions) Order 1999 (S.I. 1999/1510), arts. 3(1), 18(b)

F11 Reg. 22(4) substituted (5.4.1993) by The Child Support (Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations
1993 (S.I. 1993/913), regs. 1(1), 23
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