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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1991 No. 499

The Abortion Regulations 1991

Certificate of opinion

3.—(1)  Any opinion to which section 1 of the Act refers shall be certified—
(a) in the case of a pregnancy terminated in accordance with section 1(1) of the Act, in the

form set out in Part I of Schedule 1 to these Regulations, and
(b) in the case of a pregnancy terminated in accordance with section 1(4) of the Act, in the

form set out in Part II of that Schedule.
(2)  Any certificate of an opinion referred to in section 1(1) of the Act shall be given before the

commencement of the treatment for the termination of the pregnancy to which it relates.
(3)  Any certificate of an opinion referred to in section 1(4) of the Act shall be given before the

commencement of the treatment for the termination of the pregnancy to which it relates or, if that is
not reasonably practicable, not later than 24 hours after such termination.

(4)  Any such certificate as is referred to in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this regulation shall be
preserved by the practitioner who terminated the pregnancy to which it relates for a period of not
less than three years beginning with the date of the termination.

(5)  A certificate which is no longer to be preserved shall be destroyed by the person in whose
custody it then is.


