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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1991 No. 1247

The Family Proceedings Rules 1991

PART II
MATRIMONIAL CAUSES

Preparations for trial

Determination of place of trial

2.25.—(1)  Directions for trial, except where given under rule 2.24(3), shall determine the place
of trial.

(2)  In the case of an undefended cause to which rule 2.24(3) does not apply, the request for
directions shall state—

(a) the place of trial desired,
(b) the place where the witnesses whom it is proposed to call at the trial reside,
(c) an estimate of the probable length of trial, and
(d) any other fact which may be relevant for determining the place of trial.

(3)  In the case of a defended cause, the party intending to make a request for directions shall, not
less than eight days before making his request, give notice of the place of trial desired to every other
party who has given notice of intention to defend and, if the party intending to make the request is
the respondent, to the petitioner.

The notice shall state the number of witnesses to be called on behalf of the party giving the
notice and the places where he and his witnesses reside.

(4)  If any party to whom notice is given under paragraph (3) does not consent to the place of
trial specified in the notice, he may, within eight days after receiving it, apply to the district judge
to direct trial at some other place; and if he does consent to the place so specified, he shall within
that period send to the party by whom the notice was given a statement signed by his solicitor (or by
him, if he is acting in person) indicating that the notice has been received and specifying the number
of witnesses to be called on his behalf and the places where he and his witnesses reside.

(5)  Where no application for trial at some other place is made under paragraph (4) within the
period specified in that paragraph, the party making the request for directions shall state in his
request—

(a) the place of trial desired;
(b) the number of witnesses to be called on his behalf and the places where he and his witnesses

reside;
(c) if it be the case, that no statement has been received from any party (naming him) to whom

notice was given under paragraph (3); and
(d) an estimate of the probable length of trial;
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and shall file with the request any statement sent to him by any other party in accordance with
paragraph (4).

(6)  If circumstances arise tending to show that the estimate of the probable length of the trial
given under paragraph (2)(c) or (5)(d) or made on an application under paragraph (4) is inaccurate,
a further estimate shall be filed.

(7)  In determining the place of trial the district judge shall have regard to all the circumstances
of the case so far as it is possible for him to do so on the basis of the information available to him,
including the convenience of the parties and their witnesses, the costs likely to be incurred, the date
on which the trial can take place and the estimated length of the trial.

(8)  Directions determining the place of trial of any cause may be varied by the district judge of
the court or registry in which the cause is proceeding on the application of any party to the cause.
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