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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations replace—
(i) the provisions for approval of Systems for the supply of energy and of means of connecting

circuits with earth contained in Sections 10(a) and (c) of the Schedule to the Electric Lighting
(Clauses) Act 1899 (c. 19)

(ii) the Electricity Supply Regulations 1937 made by the Electricity Commissioners under the
Electricity (Supply) Acts 1882 to 1936 and continued in force by section 60(2) of the Electricity
Act 1947 (c. 54); and

(iii) the Electricity (Overhead Lines)
Regulations 1970 (S.I.1970/1355).

These Regulations impose requirements regarding the installation and use of electric lines and
apparatus of suppliers of electricity including provisions for connections with earth.
Part I (regulations 1-3) contains introductory provisions. Regulation 2 contains exemptions for
certain existing supplies and apparatus and the circumstances in which the exemption ceases to
apply. The exemption contained in the 1937 Regulations for certain works existing when those
regulations came into force on 1st January 1937 is continued. Regulation 3 contains defined terms.
The expressions “distributing main” and “service line” have different meaning from those used in
the Electric Lighting (Clauses) Act 1899 and “electric line” from that used in the Energy Act 1983.
Part II (regulations 4-8) contains provisions relating to earthing. Regulation 4 (low voltage) and
5 (high and low voltage) contain general requirements on suppliers and regulation 6 detailed
requirements where multiple earthing is used. Regulation 7 specifies the matters relating to his own
and consumer’s installation on which a supplier must be satisfied before allowing protective multiple
earthing. Regulation 8 contains requirements for earthing of metalwork.
Part III (regulations 9-11) contains provisions relating to electric lines below ground. Regulation 9
specifies the lines affected by this Part. Regulation 10 imposes requirements for protection of such
lines and regulation 11 requirements regarding the depth and manner of their installation.
Part IV (regulations 12-16) contains provisions relating to electric lines above ground. Regulation
12 specifies the lines affected by this Part. Regulation 13 imposes minimum heights for overhead
electric lines wires and cables (with further requirements in Schedule 2). Regulation 14 contains
requirements relating to insulation and protection of such lines including those which become
temporarily accessible. Regulation 15 imposes a requirement to prevent access to high voltage
overhead lines and to affix safety signs to supports for such lines, and regulation 16 relates to stays
for such supports.
Part V (regulations 17-24) contains general provisions relating to the works of all suppliers of
electricity. Regulation 17 imposes a general duty that works must be sufficient for their purpose.
Regulation 18 stipulates the maximum allowable line voltage and regulation 19 requires precautions
against influx of fluids into enclosed spaces containing supplier’s works. Regulations 20 and 21
impose, in respect of high voltage works, requirements for the prevention of unauthorised access,
erection of safety signs, and the installation of protective devices. Regulation 22 requires precautions
against excess voltage on low voltage lines and transformers and regulation 23 requires precautions
to limit the effect of supply failure. Regulation 24 Imposes a requirement on a supplier to inspect
all his works.
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Part VI (regulations 25-32) contains provisions relating to supply to a consumer’s installation.
Regulation 25 imposes requirements regarding supplier’s works On a consumer’s premises.
Regulation 26 and Schedule 3 impose requirements where an installation is supplied from more
than one source of electricity. Regulation 27 permits a supplier not to supply to an installation
which does not satisfy certain requirements. Regulation 28 specifies the procedure if a supplier
considers that an installation does not satisfy its requirements and regulation 29 the procedure to
challenge a supplier’s refusal to give or continue a supply. Regulation 30 imposes a requirement to
give information regarding the type and quality of supply within specified limits and regulation 31
requires other information affecting a consumer to be provided on request. Regulation 32 permits a
supplier to interrupt supply on specified grounds.
Part VII (regulations 33-39) contains miscellaneous provisions. Regulation 33 entitles the Secretary
of State to inspect a supplier’s works. Regulation 34 and Schedule 4 contain a requirement on a
supplier to give particulars to the Secretary of State relating to accidents and other events involving
supplier’s works, electric lines, and domestic consumers' installations. Regulation 35 and Schedule 5
contain a requirement on a supplier to give notice of specified interruptions of supply to consumers.
Regulation 36 requires a supplier to maintain maps of its underground works and to permit inspection
by and to provide copies to specified persons. Regulation 37 permits the Secretary of State to grant
exemptions from the Regulations and regulation 38 enables the Secretary of State to prohibit the use
of the works of a supplier or certain parts of a consumer’s installation in specified circumstances,
with provision for settling disputes. Regulation 39 provides that specified persons who fail to comply
with specified provisions of the Regulations commit an offence under section 16 of the Energy Act
1983.
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