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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1986 No. 1925

The Insolvency Rules 1986

THE FIRST GROUP OF PARTS

PART 4
COMPANIES WINDING UP

CHAPTER 3

PETITION TO WINDING-UP ORDER (NO CVL APPLICATION)
(NO APPLICATION TO PETITION BY CONTRIBUTORIES)

Service of petition

4.8.—(1)  The following paragraphs apply as regards service of the petition on the company
(where the petitioner is other than the company itself); and references to the petition are to a copy
of the petition bearing the seal of the court in which it is presented.

(2)  Subject as follows, the petition shall be served at the company's registered office, that is to
say—

(a) the place which is specified, in the company's statement delivered under section 10 of the
Companies Act as the intended situation of its registered office on incorporation, or

(b) if notice has been given by the company to the registrar of companies under section 287
of that Act (change of registered office), the place specified in that notice or, as the case
may be, in the last such notice.

(3)  Service of the petition at the registered office may be effected in any of the following ways—
(a) it may be handed to a person who there and then acknowledges himself to be, or to the

best of the server's knowledge, information and belief is, a director or other officer, or
employee, of the company; or

(b) it may be handed to a person who there and then acknowledges himself to be authorised
to accept service of documents on the company's behalf; or

(c) in the absence of any such person as is mentioned in sub-paragraph (a) or (b), it may be
deposited at or about the registered office in such a way that it is likely to come to the
notice of a person attending at the office.

(4)  If for any reason service at the registered office is not practicable, or the company has no
registered office, or it is an unregistered company, the petition may be served at the company's last
known principal place of business in England and Wales, or at some place in England and Wales
at which it has carried on business, by handing it to such a person as is mentioned in paragraph (3)
(a) or (b) above.

(5)  In the case of an oversea company, service may be effected in any manner provided for by
section 695 of the Companies Act.

(6)  If for any reason it is impracticable to effect service as provided by paragraphs (2) to (5), the
petition may be served in such other manner as the court may direct.
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(7)  Application for leave of the court under paragraph (6) may be made ex parte, on affidavit
stating what steps have been taken to comply with paragraphs (2) to (5), and the reasons why it is
impracticable to effect service as there provided.
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