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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1984 No. 552

The Coroners Rules 1984

PART VIII
RECORDS, DOCUMENTS, EXHIBITS AND FORMS

Register of deaths

54. A coroner shall keep an indexed register of all deaths reported to him, or to his deputy or
assistant deputy, which shall contain the particulars specified in Schedule 3.

Retention and delivery or disposal of exhibits

55. Every exhibit at an inquest shall, unless a court otherwise directs, be retained by the coroner
until he is satisfied that the exhibit is not likely to be, or will no longer be, required for the purposes
of any other legal proceedings, and shall then, if a request for its delivery has been made by a person
appearing to the coroner to be entitled to the possession thereof, be delivered to that person, or, if no
such request has been made, be destroyed or otherwise disposed of as the coroner thinks fit.

Retention and delivery of documents

56. Any document (other than an exhibit at an inquest) in the possession of a coroner in
connection with an inquest or post-mortem examination shall, unless a court otherwise directs, be
retained by the coroner for at least fifteen years:

Provided that the coroner may deliver any such document to any person who in the opinion of the
coroner is a proper person to have possession of it.

Inspection of, or supply of copies of, documents etc

57.—(1)  A coroner shall, on application and on payment of the prescribed fee (if any), supply to
any person who, in the opinion of the coroner, is a properly interested person a copy of any report
of a post-mortem examination (including one made under section 21 of the Act of 1926) or special
examination, or of any notes of evidence, or of any document put in evidence at an inquest.

(2)  A coroner may, on application and without charge, permit any person who, in the opinion of
the coroner, is a properly interested person to inspect such report, notes of evidence, or document.

Deputy or assistant deputy to sign documents in own name

58. Where a deputy or assistant deputy coroner acting for, or as, the coroner signs a document,
he shall sign it in his own name as deputy or assistant deputy coroner, as the case may be.
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Transfer of documents etc. to next-appointed coroner

59. Where a coroner vacates his office by death or otherwise, all documents, exhibits, registers
and other things in the custody of the coroner in connection with inquests or post-mortem
examinations shall be transferred to the coroner next appointed to that office.

Forms

60. The forms set out in Schedule 4, with such modifications as circumstances may require, may
be used for the purposes for which they are expressed to be applicable.
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