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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 1694

The Motor Vehicles (Tests) Regulations 1981

PART III
EXAMINATIONS

F1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

F1 Pt. 3 Table omitted (31.10.1989) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No.2)
Regulations 1989 (S.I. 1989/1694), regs. 1, 3(1)

Applications for examinations

12.—(1)  An application for an examination of a vehicle in Class VI under these Regulations shall
be made to the Secretary of State [F2and, subject to paragraph (1A) below, shall be in writing].

[F3(1A)  An application for a re-examination of a vehicle in Class VI under these Regulations need
not be in writing if the application is made before the expiration of 28 days after the last examination.]

(2)  An application for an examination (including a re-examination) of a vehicle in a class other
than Class VI under these Regulations shall be made as indicated in the Table below:—

(1) (2) (3)
Item
No.

Person or body to whom
application must be made

Manner in which
appointment must be made

1. An examiner or a designated council. By arrangement following application
made in writing or, during the normal
working week, by telephone to, or in
person at (whether by submitting the
vehicle or not), the vehicle testing station
where the applicant desires the vehicle to
be examined.

2. The Secretary of State. By arrangement following prior
application.

(3)  Subject to the following provisions of these Regulations, examiners and designated councils
shall ensure that—

(a) where in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (2) an appointment is requested for
the carrying out of an examination by the examiner or, as the case may be, the designated
council, an appointment is forthwith offered for the carrying out of the examination at the
earliest time at which it is reasonably practicable for the examination to be carried out
during the normal working week;
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(b) where in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (2) a vehicle is submitted for
examination by the examiner or, as the case may be, the designated council without any
appointment for the carrying out of the examination having been previously made, the
applicant is informed either that the examination can be carried out forthwith or, if not,
of the earliest time at which it is reasonably practicable for the examination to be carried
out during the normal working week;

(c) except in so far as prevented by circumstances beyond the control of the examiner or
council, examinations are carried out in accordance with the appointments made or the
information given in pursuance of the preceding provisions of this paragraph or at such
other times as may be arranged between the applicant and the examiner or council.

(4)  On an appointment being made or a time being arranged for the carrying out of an examination
in accordance with paragraph (3) the examiner or the designated council, as the case may be, shall
record the hour and the date thereof and the name of the person by whom the application for the
examination is made:
Provided that no such record needs to be made in a case where a vehicle is submitted for examination
at a vehicle testing station of an examiner or designated council, without any appointment for the
carrying out of the examination having been previously made, and the examination is carried out
forthwith.

(5)  Any examiner and any inspector appointed by a designated council or the Secretary of
State may carry out an examination of a motor vehicle in accordance with the provisions of these
Regulations notwithstanding that the foregoing provisions of this Regulation have not been complied
with.

(6)  Nothing in this Regulation shall be taken as entitling an examiner to carry out an examination
of a vehicle not being of a type included in the authorisation of the examiner, or as imposing on a
designated council or an inspector appointed by such a council any obligation with respect to the
carrying out of an examination of a vehicle not being of a type which that council have for the time
being notified to the Secretary of State as a type of vehicle which will be examined by inspectors
appointed by that council.

F2 Words in reg. 12(1) substituted (31.10.1989) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No.2)
Regulations 1989 (S.I. 1989/1694), regs. 1, 3(2)(a)

F3 Reg. 12(1A) inserted (31.10.1989) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations
1989 (S.I. 1989/1694), regs. 1, 3(2)(b)

Commencement Information
I1 Reg. 12 in force at 31.12.1981, see reg. 1

Requirements as to vehicles submitted for examinations

13. An examiner and an inspector appointed by a designated council or the Secretary of State
shall not be under any obligation to carry out an examination of a motor vehicle where—

(a) on the submission of a vehicle for an examination the applicant does not, after being
requested to do so, produce the registration book issued under the Road Vehicles
(Registration and Licencing) Regulations 1971 relating to the vehicle, or other evidence,
acceptable to the examiner, inspector or Secretary of State, of the date of the vehicle's
first use or manufacture and the chassis or serial number given to the vehicle by its
manufacturer and, if the manufacturer has also given the vehicle an identification number,
that number also;
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(b) the vehicle or any part thereof or any of its equipment is so dirty as to make it unreasonably
difficult for the examination to be carried out in accordance with the provisions of these
Regulations;

(c) the examiner or inspector is not able with the facilities and apparatus available to him
at the place at which the examination would otherwise be carried out to complete the
examination without the vehicle being driven and the vehicle is not when submitted for
examination, either for want of fuel or oil or for any other reason, fit to be driven to such
extent as may be necessary for the purposes of the carrying out of the examination;

(d) before the carrying out of an examination of a motor vehicle any things which are on the
vehicle, and are not part of its equipment or accessories, are required by the examiner or
inspector to be removed from the vehicle or to be secured in such manner as he may think
necessary and the things are not removed or secured accordingly; F4...

(e) in a case where the fee for the examination is payable in advance of the examination the
examiner, or inspector, or the Secretary of State is not satisfied that the fee payable for the
examination has been paid as required by Regulation 20(2)(a) or (b)(i); [F5and]

[F6(f) in the case of a Class VI vehicle—
(i) the vehicle is not submitted for examination at the time and date fixed for the

examination; or
(ii) the driver of the vehicle is requested to remain in it or its vicinity throughout the

examination, to drive it, to operate its controls, to remove or refit its panels or to
open or close its doors and he declines to do so.]

F4 Word in reg. 13 omitted (1.11.1991) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 4)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/2229), regs. 1(1)(c), 4(a)

F5 Word in reg. 13 added (1.11.1991) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulations
1991 (S.I. 1991/2229), regs. 1(1)(c), 4(b)

F6 Reg. 13(f) added (1.11.1991) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 4) Regulations 1991
(S.I. 1991/2229), regs. 1(1)(c), 4(c)

Commencement Information
I2 Reg. 13 in force at 31.12.1981, see reg. 1

Conditions as to responsibility for damage to vehicles and third party liabilities

14.—(1)  Where a motor vehicle has been submitted for an examination to be carried out by an
examiner or an inspector appointed by a designated council or the Secretary of State, the examiner,
designated council or the Secretary of State (as the case may be) shall have the same responsibility
for—

(a) loss of or damage to the vehicle or its equipment or accessories occurring in connection
with the carrying out of the examination during any period while the vehicle is, in
connection with the carrying out of the examination, in the custody of the examiner,
council or the Secretary of State, and

(b) loss of or damage to any other property or personal injury (whether fatal or not), being
loss, damage or injury arising out of the use of the vehicle in connection with the carrying
out of the examination,

as would rest on a person who, having the same facilities for carrying out the examination as are
available to the person who is to carry out the examination, had undertaken for payment to accept
the custody of the vehicle and to carry out the same examination under a contract making no express
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provision with respect to the incidence of liability as between the parties thereto for any such loss,
damage or injury.

(2)  No person submitting a vehicle for an examination or having an interest in such a vehicle
shall be requested or required by an examiner, a designated council or the Secretary of State either
directly or indirectly to accept any responsibility for, or to give any relcase or indemnity in respect
of, any loss, damage or injury for which the examiner, council or Secretary of State (as the case may
be) are responsible under paragraph (1).

(3)  Nothing in paragraph (1) or (2) shall preclude any person from being requested or required
to accept any responsibility for, or to give a release or indemnity in respect of—

(a) loss of or damage to a vehicle or its equipment or accessories occurring during any period
while the vehicle is in the custody of an examiner, a designated council or the Secretary
of State after the time when the vehicle is required to be removed from such custody in
pursuance of the provisions of Regulation 17(1), or

(b) loss, damage or injury arising out of the carrying out by an examiner, at the request of
the person submitting the vehicle for an examination or of a person having an interest
in the vehicle, of repairs to the vehicle or of repairs or replacements of its equipment or
accessories.

(4)  In this Regulation—
(a) references to an examination, in relation to a vehicle which, after the carrying out of an

examination, remains in the custody of an examiner, a designated council or the Secretary
of State in order that a further examination of that vehicle may be carried out, include
references to that further examination, and

(b) references to a period while a vehicle is in the custody of a designated council or the
Secretary of State include references to any period while a vehicle is, in connection with
the carrying out of an examination of the vehicle by an inspector appointed by such a
council or the Secretary of State, in the control or care of such an inspector.

Commencement Information
I3 Reg. 14 in force at 31.12.1981, see reg. 1

Results of examinations

15.—(1)  Subject to the provisions of these Regulations, examiners and inspectors appointed
by a designated council or the Secretary of State shall, after an examination of a motor vehicle
is completed and, subject to paragraph (2), on the same date as that on which the examination is
completed—

(a) where it is found on the examination that the prescribed statutory requirements are
complied with in relation to the vehicle, issue a test certificate; [F7and]

(b) where it is not so found on the examination, issue a notice of the refusal of a test certificate
[F8stating the grounds thereof]; F9...

F10(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F10(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(2)  Where it is not practicable for a test certificate F11... to be issued on the same date as that on
which the examination of the vehicle is completed the said certificate F11... may be issued within one
day following that date, if between the time of the completion of the examination and the time of
issue of the test certificate the vehicle has not been moved from the vehicle testing station at which
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the examination was carried out and the condition of the vehicle has not altered so as to result in
the prescribed statutory requirements being no longer complied with in relation thereto, and where
it is not practicable for a notice of the refusal of a test certificate F11... to be issued on the same date
as that on which the examination of the vehicle is completed, the said notice F11... may be issued
within one day following that date.

(3)  Subject to the provisions of these Regulations—
(a) every test certificate shall be on a form supplied by the Secretary of State (marked “VT20”

or, if it relates to a Class VI vehicle, “VTP20”) F12...
(b) every notice of the refusal of a test certificate shall be on a form supplied by the Secretary

of State (marked “[F13VT 30]” or, if it relates to a Class VI vehicle, “VTP30” [F14or, if it
relates to a Class I or II vehicle, “VT 30M”]) F15...

(4)  Every test certificate, [F16and] notice of the refusal of a test certificate F17... issued in
accordance with the provisions of this Regulation and Regulation 16 shall, after the examination has
been carried out, be signed—

(a) where the examination is carried out at the premises of an examiner, by the person who
carried out the examination;

(b) where the examination is carried out by an inspector appointed by a designated council or
the Secretary of State, by that inspector who shall specify the authority by whom he has
been appointed as inspector,

and any signature on a test certificate or notice of refusal of a test certificate by a person in accordance
with sub-paragraph (a) above or by an inspector appointed by a designated council in accordance
with sub-paragraph (b) above shall be accompanied by an embossment by a stamp of the examiner
or the council on whose behalf the certificate of notice is signed.

F7 Word in reg. 15(1) inserted (18.3.1991) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 1)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/253), regs. 1(b), 7(a)(i)

F8 Words in reg. 15(1)(b) inserted (1.11.1991) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 4)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/2229), regs. 1(1)(c), 5(a)

F9 Word in reg. 15(1) omitted (18.3.1991) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 1)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/253), regs. 1(b), 7(a)(ii)

F10 Reg. 15(1)(c)(d) omitted (18.3.1991) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 1)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/253), regs. 1(b), 7(a)(iii)

F11 Words in reg. 15(2) omitted (18.3.1991) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 1)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/253), regs. 1(b), 7(b)

F12 Words in reg. 15(3)(a) omitted (1.11.1991) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment)
(No. 4) Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/2229), regs. 1(1)(c), 5(b)(i)

F13 Words in reg. 15(3)(b) substituted (8.1.1986) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment)
(No. 3) Regulations 1985 (S.I. 1985/1923), regs. 1, 2(a) Table (with reg. 3)

F14 Words in reg. 15(3)(b) added (8.1.1986) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 3)
Regulations 1985 (S.I. 1985/1923), regs. 1, 2(c) (with reg. 3)

F15 Words in reg. 15(3)(b) omitted (1.11.1991) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment)
(No. 4) Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/2229), regs. 1(1)(c), 5(b)(ii)

F16 Word in reg. 15(4) inserted (18.3.1991) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 1)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/253), regs. 1(b), 7(d)(i)

F17 Words in reg. 15(4) omitted (18.3.1991) by virtue of The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 1)
Regulations 1991 (S.I. 1991/253), regs. 1(b), 7(d)(ii)

Commencement Information
I4 Reg. 15 in force at 31.12.1981, see reg. 1
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Refusal of a test certificate where braking test cannot be carried out

16.—(1)  Where in the course of an examination of a vehicle by an examiner or an inspector
appointed by a designated council or the Secretary of State it is found that there are such defects
in the construction or condition of the vehicle or its equipment or accessories that to carry out a
braking test of the vehicle in the manner in which braking tests of such vehicles are carried out at
the vehicle testing station at which the examination is being carried out would be likely to cause
danger to any person or damage to the vehicle or any other property, the examiner or inspector shall
not carry out the braking test but shall complete the rest of the examination in accordance with the
provisions of these Regulations.

(2)  Where in any such case as is mentioned in paragraph (1) an examiner or inspector does not
carry out a braking test of a vehicle, he shall provide the applicant for the test with a notice on a form
marked “[F18VT 30]” or, if it relates to a Class VI vehicle, “VTP30” [F19or, if it relates to a Class I or
II vehicle, “VT 30M”], supplied by the Secretary of State and stating—

(a) that he could not safely carry out the braking test, and the reason therefor, and
(b) the particulars mentioned in Regulation [F2015(3)](b)(ii) and (iii).

(3)  In this Regulation “braking test”, means that part of the examination of that vehicle which is
required or authorised to be carried out to ascertain whether the braking requirements are complied
with.

F18 Words in reg. 16(2) substituted (8.1.1986) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 3)
Regulations 1985 (S.I. 1985/1923), regs. 1, 2(a) (with reg. 3)

F19 Words in reg. 16(2) added (8.1.1986) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 3) Regulations
1985 (S.I. 1985/1923), regs. 1, 2(d) (with reg. 3)

F20 Words in reg. 16(2)(b) substituted (8.1.1986) by The Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) (No. 3)
Regulations 1985 (S.I. 1985/1923), regs. 1, 2(e) (with reg. 3)

Commencement Information
I5 Reg. 16 in force at 31.12.1981, see reg. 1

Removal of vehicles submitted for examination

17.—(1)  Where a vehicle has been submitted for an examination at a vehicle testing station of an
examiner, a designated council or the Secretary of State, the person by whom the vehicle has been
so submitted shall save as may otherwise be permitted by the examiner, designated council or the
Secretary of State, as the case may be, cause it to be removed from the custody of the examiner,
council or the Secretary of State, as the case may be—

(a) where an appointment or arrangement has been made for the carrying out of the
examination on a particular day and the examination has been completed on or before that
day, before the end of the second day after that day, or

(b) in any other case, before the end of the second day after the day on which the person
submitting the vehicle for examination is given notice (whether in writing or not)—

(i) that the examination has been carried out, or
(ii) in a case where the examination is not carried out by reason of any of the provisions

of Regulation 13 that he is to remove the vehicle from such custody.
(2)  In this Regulation—

(a) references to an examination, in relation to a vehicle which, after the carrying out of an
examination, remains in the custody of an examiner, a designated council or the Secretary
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of State in order that a further examination of that vehicle may be carried out, include
references to that further examination, and

(b) references to a vehicle as being in the custody of a designated council or the Secretary of
State include references to a vehicle which is, in connection with the carrying out of an
examination by an inspector appointed by such a council or the Secretary of State, in the
control or care of such an inspector.

Commencement Information
I6 Reg. 17 in force at 31.12.1981, see reg. 1
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