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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 16

HEALTH AND SAFETY
The Chemical Works (Metrication) Regulations 1981

Made - - - - 7th January 1981
Laid before Parliament 19th January 1981
Coming into Operation 20th February 1981

The Secretary of State, in exercise of the powers conferred on him by section
49(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974(a) (“the 1974 Act’)and
of all other powers enabling him in that behalf and for the purpose of giving
effect without modifications to proposals submitted to him by the Health and
Safety Commission under section 11(2)(d) of the 1974 Act after the carrying
out by the said Commission of consultations in accordance with section 50(3)
of that Act, hereby makes the following Regulations:—

Citation, commencement and interpretation

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Chemical Works (Metrica-
tion) Regulations 1981 and shall come into operation on 20th February 1981.

(2) Inthese Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, ““the princi-
pal Regulations” means the Chemical Works Regulations 1922(b).

Amendments to Regulations to substitute metric measurements for imperial
measurements

2. The provisions of the Regulations specified in column (1) of the Schedule
to these Regulations shall be amended by substituting for the measurements set
out opposite thereto in column (3) of that Schedule the measurements set out
in the corresponding entry in column (4) of that Schedule.

Application to existing plant, buildings or other structures

3. Where the dimensions of any plant, buildings or other structure in exis-
tence immediately before the coming into operation of these Regulations
complied with the provisions of the principal Regulations as then in force, in so
far as they related to the dimensions of that plant, building or other structure,
then those dimensions shall be deemed to comply with the requirements of the
principal Regulations as amended by these Regulations.

Signed by order of the Secretary of State.
7th January 1981.
David Waddington,
Joint Parliamentary Under Secretary of State,
Department of Employment.

(a) 1974 c. 37, section 49(1), was amended by thé Employment Protection Act 1975
(c. 71), section 116 and Schedule 15 paragraph 18.
(b) S.R. & 0.1922/731, as amended by S.I. 1961/2435.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Regulations.)

These Regulations amend the Chemical Works Regulations 1922 by sub-
stituting measurements expressed in metric units for measurements not so
expressed. The substituted measurements preserve the effect of the original
provisions except to the extent necessary to obtain amounts expressed in
convenient and suitable terms.

Regulation 3 provides that the amendments do not relate to plant, buildings
or structures which were in existence immediately before the coming into
operation of these Regulations if their dimensions complied with the then
existing Regulations.
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