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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1970 No. 1780

MARRIAGE
REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS,
MARRIAGES, ETC.

ENGLAND AND WALES

The Marriage (Registrar General’s Licence) Regulations 1970
Made - - - 30th November 1970

Coming into Operation Ist January 1971

The Registrar General, in exercise of the powers conferred on him by sections
55 and 74 of the Marriage Act 1949(a), section 18 of the Marriage (Registrar
General’s Licence) Act 1970(b), and of all other powers enabling him in that
behalf, with the approval of the Secretary of State for Social Services, hereby
makes the following regulations :—

Title and commencement

1.—(1) These regulations may be cited as the Marriage (Registrar General’s
Licence) Regulations 1970 and shall come into operation on 1st January 1971.

(2) These regulations, the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages
Regulations 1968(c), and the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages
(Amendment) Regulations 1969(d) shall be construed as one and may be cited
together as the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Regulations 1968
to 1970.

Interpretation

2.—(1) The Interpretation Act 1889(e) shall apply to the interpretation of
these regulations as it applies to the interpretation of an Act of Parliament.
(2) In these regulations—

“the principal regulations” means the Registration of Births, Deaths and
Marriages Regulations 1968 ;

“the Act of 1970 means the Marriage (Registrar General’s Licence) Act
1970.
Prescribed forms

3. The form of notice of marriage to be given under section 2(1) of the Act
of 1970 shall be form 1 in the schedule to these regulations.

(a) 1949 c. 76. (b) 1970 c. 34.
(c) S.I. 1968/2049 (1968 111, p. 5522). (d) S.I. 1969/1811 (1969 11, p. 5623).
(e) 1889 c. 63.
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4. The form of the Registrar General’s licence for marriage to be issued
under section 7 of the Act of 1970 shall be form 2 in the schedule to these
regulations.

Amendment of the principal regulations

5. In regulation 67(2) of the principal regulations (which relates to manner
of registration) between the words “sclemnized” and ‘“and” there shall be
inserted the words “or in the case of a marriage by Registrar General’s licence
in some part of the premises where it was solemnized”.

6. In regulation 69 of the principal regulations (entry of attestation) after
sub-paragraph (b) there shall be added the following paragraph:—

“(c) if the marriage has been solemnized by Registrar General’s licence,
enter in the places respectively provided for the purpose, the address of
the place in which the marriage has been solemnized, the title of the
body or denomination, if any, according to the rites and ceremonies
of which the marriage has been solemnized, and the words “Registrar
General’s licence”.”.
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SCHEDULE

Form 1
NOTICE OF MARRIAGE BY REGISTRAR GENERAL’S LICENCE

Pursuant to the Marriage (Registrar General’s Licence) Act 1970

Regulation 3
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ForM |—continued
NOTICE OF MARRIAGE BY REGISTRAR GENERAL'S LICENCE

Pursuant to the Marriage (Registrar General's Licence) Act 1970

Regulation 3
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Form 2
REGISTRAR GENERAL’S LICENCE FOR MARRIAGE
Pursuant to the Marriage (Registrar General’s Licence) Act 1970

Regulation 4
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Given under my hand on 30th November 1970.

Michael Reed.,
Registrar General.
I approve.

Keith Joseph.

Secretary of State for Social Services.
30th November 1970.

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Regulations.)

The Marriage (Registrar General’s Licence) Act 1970 makes provision for
a marriage, other than a marriage according to the rites of the Church of
England or the Church in Wales, to be solemnized on the authority of a
licence of the Registrar General elsewhere than in a registered building or the
office of a superintendent registrar if one of the parties to the marriage is
seriously ill and not expected to recover and cannot be moved to a place
at which the marriage could lawfully be solemnized under the Marriage Act
1949.

These regulations prescribe the form of notice to be given for a marriage
by Registrar General’s licence and the form of that licence and make the
necessary amendments to the principal regulations to provide for the manner
in which such a marriage is to be registered.
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