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Wills Act 1837
1837 CHAPTER 26 7 Will 4 and 1 Vict

[F118B Will to be revoked by civil partnership

(1) Subject to subsections (2) to [F2(7)] , a will is revoked by the formation of a civil
partnership between the testator and another person.

(2) A disposition in a will in exercise of a power of appointment takes effect despite the
formation of a subsequent civil partnership between the testator and another person
unless the property so appointed would in default of appointment pass to the testator’s
personal representatives.

(3) If it appears from a will—
(a) that at the time it was made the testator was expecting to form a civil

partnership with a particular person, and
(b) that he intended that the will should not be revoked by the formation of the

civil partnership,
the will is not revoked by its formation.

(4) Subsections (5) and (6) apply if it appears from a will—
(a) that at the time it was made the testator was expecting to form a civil

partnership with a particular person, and
(b) that he intended that a disposition in the will should not be revoked by the

formation of the civil partnership.

(5) The disposition takes effect despite the formation of the civil partnership.

(6) Any other disposition in the will also takes effect, unless it appears from the will
that the testator intended the disposition to be revoked by the formation of the civil
partnership.]

[F3(7) Nothing in this section applies in the case of a civil partnership which results from the
conversion of a marriage into a civil partnership under Part 3, 4 or 5 of the Marriage
and Civil Partnership (Northern Ireland) (No. 2) Regulations 2020.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Ss. 18B, 18C inserted (5.12.2005) by Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 33), s. 263(2), Sch. 4 para. 2; S.I.

2005/3175, Sch. 1
F2 Word in s. 18B(1) substituted (E.W.) (7.12.2020) by The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Northern

Ireland) (No. 2) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1143), regs. 1(2), 32(3)(a)
F3 S. 18B(7) inserted (E.W.) (7.12.2020) by The Marriage and Civil Partnership (Northern Ireland)

(No. 2) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1143), regs. 1(2), 32(3)(b)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 18B modified (2.12.2019) by The Civil Partnership (Opposite-sex Couples) Regulations 2019 (S.I.

2019/1458), reg. 1(2), Sch. 2 para. 5

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33/section/263/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2004/33/schedule/4/paragraph/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/3175
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/3175
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2005/3175/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Will4and1Vict/7/26/section/18B/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143/regulation/32/3/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/Will4and1Vict/7/26/section/18B/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1143/regulation/32/3/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1458
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1458
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1458/regulation/1/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1458/schedule/2/paragraph/5


Wills Act 1837 (c. 26)
Document Generated: 2023-05-17

3

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Wills Act 1837, Section 18B.


